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TO 
HIS  MOST  GRACIOUS  MAJESTY 

GEORGE  THE  FOURTH, 

KING  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


SiKE, 

Were  I  to  attempt  fully  to  ex- 
press my  sense  of  the  distinguished  honour 
conferred  upon  me,  by  your  gracious  per- 
mission to  dedicate  the  following  pages  to 
Your  Majesty,  I  should  be  compelled  to 
make  use  of  language  that  might  appear 
fulsome.  I  will,  therefore,  abstain  from 
emplo3dng  phrases  that  have  been  applied 
so  often  and  so  indiscriminately  as  to  lose 
all  meaning,  and  confine  myself  to  ob- 
serving, that,  colossal  as  the  power  of 
Russia  is,  she  offers  little  at  present  to 
excite  the  envy  of  Great  Britain. 
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IV  DEDICATION. 

The  Sovereign,  also,  of  a  free  and  ge^ 
nerous  people,  may  contemplate  without 
jealousy  the  power  of  an  Autocrat,  however 
boundless.  If,  therefore,  I  have  occasion- 
ally paid  the  homage  of  admiration  to  those 
great  and  enlightened  monarchs  who  have 
wielded  the  sceptre  over  so  many  millions 
with  a  benevolent  despotism,  what  has 
been  uttered  in  their  praise  will,  I  trust, 
recommend  me  more  than  whole  pages  of 
compliment  addressed  to  Your  Majesty.  — 
Justly,  indeed,  should  I  deserve  Your 
Majesty's  contempt,  could  I  for  one  mo- 
ment conceive  that  aught  of  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Alexander  the  First  could 
be  unpleasing  to  the  ear  of  George  the 
Fourth. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
\Vlth  every  sentiment  of  the  most  profound  respect, 

StRE, 

Your  Majesty's 
Most  devoted  Subject  and  Servant^ 

WILLIAM  RAE  WILSON. 


PREFACR 


]S[oT WITHSTANDING  that  the  two  capitals  of 
Russia  have  been  frequently  described,  I  have 
been  induced  to  lay  before  the  public  my  own 
observations^  trusting  that  these  sketches  of  them 
will  be  found  to  contain  many  particulars  that 
have  been  passed  by  without  notice  by  other 
travellers.  In  fact,  the  improvements  that  have 
taken  place  at  St«  Petersburg  during  the  reign 
of  Alexander,  and  the  renovation  of  Moscow, 
,have  tended  to  render  preceding  descriptions 
obsolete;  while  those  who  have  more  recently 
visited  these  places,  have,  by  no  means,  de- 
scribed them  so  fully  as  to  supersede  any  occa^ 
sion  for  similar  works.  Neither  do  I  myself 
.pretend  to  have  supplied  their  omissions ;  yet  I 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  say,  that  I  have  con- 
tributed a  few  gleanings  to  the  common  stock 
of  our' information  relative  to  Russia,  a  country 
daily  becoming  more  important  and  interesting 
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to  the  rest  of  Europe,  whether  it  be  with  regard 
to  amicable  or  hostile  relations. 

In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  several  un- 
edited letters  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and  other 
distinguished  characters,  copied,  with  all  possi- 
ble accuracy,  from  the  originals  in  the  Imperial 
Library  at  St  Petersburg ;  which  will,  I  flatter 
myself,  be  found  an  acceptable  and  interesting 
addition  to  the  work.  I  was  likewise  careful 
in  collecting  information  relative  to  the  Bible 
Society;  and  have,  moreover,  incorporated  in 
the  narrative  noany  circumstances  relative  to 
events  subsequent  to  my  journey. 

Whatever  be  the  imperfections  imputed  to 
this  work,  I  can  conscientiously  assert,  that  I 
have  uniformly  endeavoured  to  adhere  to  the 
truth,  whether  favourable  or  otherwise  ;  and  if, 
on  certain  occasions,  I  have  spoken  strongly 
on  some  parts  of  the  system  of  government 
in  Russia,  and  been  obliged  to  censure,  in  no 
measured  terms,  the  gross  superstition  which 
seems  to  prevail  among  the  mass  of  the  popula- 
tion ;  if  I  regard,  at  once,  with  wonder  and 
regret,  the  solicitude  taken  to  repress  public 
opinion,  —  that  surest  monitor,  and  least  trea- 
cherous counsellor  of  sovereigns ;  I  am  very  far 
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from  wishing  to  assert,  that  the  people  of  Russia 
deserve  all  the  reproaches  ¥rith  which  English 
travellers  have  loaded  them. 

In  the  same  breath  we  declare  the  Russians  to 
be  semi-barbarians,  and  furiously  inveigh  gainst 
them  because  we  do  not  find  them  models  of 
perfection;  we  are  determined  to  note  down 
only  their  faults,  and  then  abuse  them  because 
we  do  not  bring  home  a  catalogue  of  virtues. 
Let  us  rather  keep  in  view  that  the  latter  -«  and 
virtues  they  assuredly  have,  arise  not  from  the 
excellence,  but  in  spite  of  the  defects  of  their 
institutions.  Patriotism  is  unquestionably  a 
noble  sentiment ;  but  I  will  not  denominate  that 
patriotism  which  displays  itself  only  in  depre- 
ciating others  —  that  hateful  spirit,  which  would 
pass  its  ban  upon  all  beyond  its  own  narrow  pale* 

In  conclusion  I  would  remark,  that  the  more 
Russia  advances  in  civilization  and  arts,  and  in 
proportion  as  her  civil  and  political  Institutions 
shall  be  improved,  so  will  the  happiness  and 
welfare  of  millions  be  increased.  Much,  indeed, 
must  first  be  done ;  but  I  trust  that  there  will  be 
found  sufficient  energy  and  virtue  to  promote 
such  a  cause ;  and  may  he  who  is  styled  the  Au- 
tocrat of  all  the  Russias,  deserve  the  appellation 
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of  their  Father^  by  wielding  his  sceptre  with  a 
leni^it  hand,  by  encouraging — not  repressing, 
the  progress  of  mental  culture ;  by  usefully  di« 
recting-^not  opposing,  public  opinion;  and  by 
conceding^^not  withholding,  that  Uberty,  which, 
while  it  constitutes  the  noblest  privilege  of  the 
subject,  forms  the  best  safe-guard  of  the  sove- 
reign. 
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house.  — -  Town'halL  —  Exchange.  —  Chamber  of  Com» 
merce.  —  Admiralty.  —  Infantry*  -—  Arsenal.  — -  Foundling 
Hospital.  —  Gymuasiunu  —  Coffee-houses.'^  Theatres. — 
MarriageSf  births,  and  Junerals.  —  Market.  —  Dreu  of 
nmd'servamts. —  Charitable  institutions.  —  Student^  dreu, 

.  and  those  of  higher  classes. — Beggars.  — -  Rdigion.  — -  Sun- 
day.  —  Hofw  observed.  —  Diversion  of  shotting  at  the  bird. 
— -  A  marriage  described.  —  Horrid  devastation  committed 
by  the  French. — Altona.  —  Gardens.  —  Taxes.  —  Klop^ 
stock's  grave. 

Having  already  submitted  to  the  public  an  ao 
count  of  my  Travels  in  Egypt,  the  Holy  Land, 
Turkey,  Greece,  the  Ionian  Islands,  Spain,  &c. 
likewise  of  those  1  made  through  Norway,  Swe- 
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den,  and  Denmark,  it  is  now  ray  intention  to 
describe  a  tour  through  Russia  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1825. 

I  shall  not  point  out  the  difficulties  expe- 
rienced in  procuring  passports  from  the  superior 
Russian  authorities  in  London,  except  mention- 
ing that  they  appear  to  have  arisen  from  an 
excessive  jealousy  entertained  of  natives  of  Eng- 
land proceeding  to  travel  in  that  country,  and 
who  might  be  disposed  to  mark  more  particularly 
what  should  fall  under  their  observation,  as  seve- 
ral works  have  been  published  that  have  excited 
the  displeasure  of  the  Russian  government.  On 
this  point  I  will  merely  remark,  that  the  subject 
might  lead  to  explanations  not  altogether  plea- 
sant either  to  their  feelings  or  my  own,  and  shall, 
therefore,  pass  them  over  in  silence.  It  may, 
however,  be  observed,  that  I  found  myself 
obliged  to  procure  from  a  friend  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Russian  consul,  stating  his  know- 
ledge of  me,  and  referring  to  himself  as  a  security, 
in  case  any  thing  improper  should  occur  in  the 
course  of  my  travels  through  that  country.  On 
presenting  this  to  the  consul,  he  put  it  into  a 
book,  where  I  was  requested  to  write  my  name, 
and  add  my  age,  &c.,  after  which  he  delivered 
me  two  passports,  one  of  them  was  in  the  Rus- 
sian, the  other  in  the  French  language ;  and  these 
I  was  directed  to  sign. 

Being  provided  with  letters  from  the  Right 
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Hon.  George  Canning  and  others^  to  the  north* 
em  courts,  we  set  off  from  London  for  Harwich^ 
on  the  27th  of  May,  1824,  and  took  our  passage 
in  the  Leicester  packet,  for  Hamburgh,  each 
paying  5L  6s. 

On  tbeibllowing  day  we  embarked,  set  sail  at 
one  o'clock,  and  after  being  tossed  to  and  fro 
by  contrary  winds,  and  passing  Heligoland  (the 
Sacralnsula  of  the  ancients),  where  a  lighthouse 
holds  out  a  star  to  every  wandering  bark,  we 
landed  on  the  Sd  of  June  at  Cuxhaven  in  the 
bailiwick  of  Ritzbiittell,  the  great  station  of 
the  packets.  The  situation  of  this  port  makes 
it  a  place  of  importance  as  a  dep6t ;  and  it  is 
capable  of  being  rendered  the  most  complete 
maritime  station  in  Europe,  since,  at  a  trifling 
expense,  it  might  be  formed  to  contain  some 
hundred  sail  of  first-rate  men  of  war.  There  is 
a  fortification  with  a  small  garrison  ;  and  one  of 
the  senators  at  Hamburgh,  who  is  changed  every 
sixth  year,  acts  in  the  capacity  of  governor. 

On  leaving  the  packet  here,  a  further  demand 
was  made  by  tlie  mate  and  others,  viz.  for  him* 
self  I2s.9  the  cook  and  sailors  10^.,  and  the 
steward  5s.,  thus  making  the  expense  of  the 
voyage  (340  miles)  6/.  12^.  We  then  embarked 
in  a  large  decked  boat,  and  set  sail,  having  in  view 
a  fortification,  now  nearly  in  a  state  of  demolition, 
which  was  erected  by  Buonaparte,  to  command 
nt,  entnmce  of  the  harbour.    We  now  entered 
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the  Elbe,  or  £lve,  whose  water  is  of  a  clayish 
colour,  not  unlike  that  of  the  Nile;  and  tlie 
views  on  each  side  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to 
those  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  The  Danish 
dominions  are  on  the  left,  and  those  of  Hanover 
to  the  right  hand.  A  number  of  buoys,  placed  at 
certain  distances  all  along,  sufficiently  point  out 
the  danger  and  intricacy  of  the  navigation.  We 
passed  Gluckstadt,  which  is  fortified,  and  where 
is  suspended  from  the  steeple  a  large  iron  anchor, 
displayed  as  the  trophy  of  a  victory  which  the 
Danes  obtained  over  the  Hamburghers  in  the 
seventeenth  century ;  afterwards  Stade,  formerly 
one  of  the  Hanse  towns,  and  the  residence  of  the 
English  factory  ft*om  1586  to  161S,  when  it  re« 
moved  to  Hamburgh.  At  one  period  this  place 
became  subject  to  Sweden ;  but  the  Danes  after- 
wards seized  and  sold  it  to  the  Elector  of  Ha- 
nover, George  I.  Off  this  spot  was  stationed  a 
Hanoverian  gun-brig,  from  which  the  bark  was 
boarded  by  part  of  her  crew.  They  proceeded 
to  the  cabin,  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
the  baggage,  but  came  up  almost  immediately, 
when  the  captain  put  a  piece  of  money  into  their 
hands.  As  we  proceeded,  the  river  became  more 
narrow,  and  when  approaching  the  city  of  Ham- 
burgh, a  busy  scene  of  ship-building  exhibited 
itself;  nor  could  any  thing  be  more  pleasing  to 
the  eye,  under  a  brilliant  sun,  than  the  view  of 
the  houses,  neat  cottages,  and  gardens  upon  the 
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heights.  These  were  extremely  picturesque,  being 
enveloped  in  trees  and  shrubbery  ;  and  from  the 
velocity  of  the  vessel's  motion,  appeared  as  if 
moving  along,  like  a  shifting  panorama  on  can- 
vas. In  the  afternoon  we  arrived  in  the  free 
and  independent  city  (calculated  to  be  fourteen 
German,  or  seventy-two  English  miles  from  Cux* 
haven),  and  proceeded  to  one  of  the  principal 
inns.  The  total  expense  of  the  voyage  from 
London  was  ^L  each. 

Whenever  a  stranger  arrives  at  an  hotel  or  pri- 
vate  lodging,  a  book  is  instantly  presented,  for 
the  insertion  of  his  name,  and  profession  or  rank 
in  life.  Intimation  is  then  made  to  the  police, 
and  the  arrival  announced  in  the  newspapers  the 
following  day.  This  is  attended  with  one  good 
effect,  namely,  that  if  the  individual  falls  under 
the  description  of  a  mauvais  siffet,  or  is  indebted 
to  any  one,  he  is  instantly  discovered,  particu- 
larly as  such  notices  are  copied  by  the  provincial 
prints,  and  others  of  neighbouring  states. 

As  a  description  of  this  important  place  can- 
not fail  to  be  interesting,  I  shall  here  give  as 
full  an  account  of  it  as  my  own  observations, 
and  the  information  obtained  on  the  spot,  will 
enable  me  to  lay  before  the  reader.  The  city  is 
rituated  in  the  duchy  of  Holstein  and  county  of 
Stormar,  in  Lower  Saxony,  in  a  flat  territory,  and 
appears  to  have  been  founded  at  the  end  of  the 

eighth  centurv.    In  811,  an  ecclesiastical  govern- 
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ment  was  established ;  and  twenty  years  af^er,' 
for  the  purpose  of  propagating  the  Gospel  more 
effectually,  it  was  considered  expedient  to  erect 
k  into  an  archbishopric,  at  which  period  the 
«  Dom"  (cathedral)  was  first  built,  though  the 
whole  extent  of  the  place  was  then  no  more  than 
200  yards  in  circumference.  Hamburgh  became 
subject  to  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  and  afterwards 
to  the  Counts  of  Holstein ;  but  trade  having 
increased,  the  citizens  were  enabled  to  purchase 
some  districts  adjoining  the  city,  and  in  12S5 
they  obtained  of  Albert  Orlamond  the  right  of 
jurisdiction  within  their  own  territories.  This 
right  was  confirmed  by  the  Emperor  Barbarossa, 
and  the  independence  of  the  place  seemed  to  be 
secured.  Not  long  after,  however,  the  sovereigns 
of  Denmark  laid  claim  to  it,  and  at  different 
periods  put  it  under  contribution. 

The  north  of  Europe  being  infested  with  ban* 
ditti,  about  1241,  the  inhabitants  of  both  this 
city  and  Lubeck  entered  into  an  offensive  and 
defensive  alliance,  in  which  their  commercial 
interests  were  not  lost  sight  of.  This  example 
was  followed  by  other  towns,  and  a  confederacy 
was  speedily  formed  of  upwards  of  eighty  cities^ 
which  was  denominated  the  Hanseatic  League^ 
and  the  cities  themselves  received  the  appella* 
tion  of  the  Hanse  Towns.  These  were  divided 
into  four  classes,  at  the  head  of  which  were  Lu- 
beck, Cologne,  Brunswick,  and  Dantzic  ;  and 
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ihey  had  factories  eatablisli6d  in  fooreign'  coun- 
trieB.  This  convention  having,  in  fact,  etxi 
grossed  nearly  the  whole  commerce  of  £urop.% 
acquired  so  great  a  political  inflaence  as' to  alarm 
the  di^rent  potentates,  by  whom  its  dissolution 
was  resolved  upod.  To  effect  this  object,  the 
different  governments  obliged  such  cities  as  wer^ 
under  their  respective  jurisdictions  to  withdraw 
from  the  league,  and  now  the  only  towns  which 
retain  and  exercise  its  privi}eges  are  Hamburgh^ 
Lubeck,  Bremen,  Rostock,  and  Dantzic. 

On  this  event  Hamburgh  became  again  sul>- 
ject  to  the  attack  of  the  Danes.  To  put  an  end| 
however,  to  this,  in  I6I8  the  citizens  found  su& 
iicient  interest  to  procure  the  place  to  foe  formally 
declared  a  free  imperial  city,  und^r  which  title 
it  was  summoned  to  a  diet  in  1641,  when  cog- 
nisance was  taken  of  the  claims  of  Denmarki 
which  Were  ultimately  renounced  by  Frederick  V. 
It  is  from  this  period  we  have  to  date  the  import- 
ance which,  to  the  present  hour,  attaches  to  Ham- 
burgh. Assuming  a  character  of  independence^ 
it  necessarily  drew  to  it  most  of  the  trade  of  the 
JQanse  Towns ;  and  we  may  now  set  it  down  on 
the  map  as  the  first  city  in  Germany,  and  class  it 
as  the  fourth  in  Europe  in  point  of  commercial 
consequence ;  a  rank  that  its  local  situation  can- 
not fail  to  ensure  it  even  to  remote  ages.  Such 
may  be  considered  as  a  faint  outline  of  its 
history.  -  , 
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With  respect  to  the  goverDinent,  it  is  founded 
on  democratical  or  popular  principles,  there 
being  no  sovereignty,  precedency,  or  title  of  dis- 
tinction beyond  that  of  citizen.  It  consists  of  a 
senate,  and  three  colleges  of  burghers:  the 
former  is  composed  of  four  burgomasters,  four 
syndics,  and  twenty-four  senators.  The  two  first 
classes  are  styled  **  Magnificents ;''  the  latter, 
who  are  civilians,  **  Hochweisheit ;"  and  the 
merchants,  "  Wohlweisheit."  The  eligibility  of 
a  senator  consists  in  his  being  a  native  of  the 
cit}%  and  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
rights  of  the  state,  in  being  upwards  of  thirty 
years  of  age,  of  the  Lutheran  persuasion,  and 
not  dependent  on  any  foreign  prince.  A  judi- 
cious regulation  has  just  been  introduced,  that, 
in  future  elections,  more  attention  is  to  be 
paid  to  the  ability  of  persons  to  discharge  the 
duties  incumbent  on  them,  than  to  their  opu- 
lence ;  and  it  should  ^Iso  be  observed,  that  with 
the  same  view  the  salaries  of  senators  have  been 
increased. 

It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  senate  to  nominate 
consuls  to  foreign  courts,  receive  foreign  minis- 
ters, to  grant  letters  patent,  and  make  contracts; 
and  it  has  further  the  power  of  mitigating  or  of 
changing  the  punishment  of  criminals.  With  re» 
spect  to  the  colleges  of  burghers,  the  administra- 
tion of  each  parish  is  under  three  Obercllen,  nine 
deacons,  twenty-four  sub-deacons,  and  six  ad- 
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juncts :  of  these  the  three  colleges  are  formed. 
That  of  the  Oberalten  consists  of  fifteen  mem- 
bers; namely,  three  from  each  parish.  The 
sechzigers  consist  of  sixty  members,  viz.  the  col- 
lege of  oberalten^  and  the  nine  deacons  from 
each  parish. 

The  third,  named  the  college  of  a  Hundred 
and  Eighty,  is  composed  of  the  former,  and  the 
twenty-four  sub-deacons  from  each  parish. 

The  college  of  the  Oberalten,  from  its  anti- 
quity and  high  respectability,  appears  to  have 
the  greatest  weight  in  the  state,  has  the  privilege 
of  debating  on  any  question,  and  of  impeaching 
senators  who  are  found  to  infringe  the  constitu- 
tion. 

The  sechzigers  are  appointed  to  superintend 
the  inferior  departments  of  the  state. 

In  addition  to  these,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
there  is  another  college,  called  the  Kammerey, 
composed  of  ten  members,  viz.  two  from  each 
parish :  its  province  is  to  audit  the  public  ac- 
counts. There  is  also  a  college  of  <*  Sales  and 
Services,"  composed  of  four  senators,  five  obe- 
ralten, two  kammerey  burghers,  and  two  citizens 
from  each  parish. 

Of  the  burghers,  there  are  two  classes  :  one 
called  Grosse  or  large,  the  other  Kleine  or  little. 
This  distinction  consists  in  certain  privileges  ex- 
ercised in  trade :  for  instance,  the  former  are 
laid  under  no  restriction,  while  the  latter  can 
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neither  import  nor  export  goods  by  Wholesale,  in 
their  own  nameSj  nor  transact  business  on  the 
public  exchange.  Foreigners,  who  are  disposed  to 
carry  on  any  mercantile  or  mechanical  profession^ 
to  keep  a  shop,  to  belong  to  any  corporate  body, 
or  to  marry  the  daughter  or  widow  of  a  citi2en9 
are  bound  to  enter  as  burghers :  when  summoned 
to  the  senate,  they  are  required  to  declare  their 
name,  native  country,  religion,  and  produce  a 
certificate  from  the  drill-master  of  the  town, 
that  for  three  weeks  they  have,  under  his  inspec- 
tion, been  trained  to  the  use  of  arms.  The  fees 
payable  for  a  great  burgher  is  one  hundred  and 
fifly  marks  in  specie,  and  for  a  small  one  forty 
marks,  besides  about  five  marks  to  subordinate 
officers.  To  these  may  be  added  another  rank 
of  citizenship,  which  is  called  the  Foreign  Con- 
tract^ Its  members  enjoy  every  commercial  privi- 
lege in  common  with  the  higher  burghers,  and  are 
exempted  from  all  public  offices  in  the  state. 
On  his  admission,  the  individual  must  declare 
the  amount  of  his  capital,  on  which  a  per-centage 
is  paid,  and  a  similar  sum  yearly. 

The  ecclesiastical  government  of  the  state 
may  be  thus  explained.  The  senate  is  declared 
to  be  supreme  head  of  the  church,  of  which  the 
established  religion  is  Lutheranism,  and  the 
clergymen  are  elective.  On  leaving  college, 
students,  who  are  intended  for  the  ministry,  un* 
deigo  an  examination  before  the  five  principal 
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clergymen  of  the  city»  which  entitles  liiem  to  the^ 
name  of  candidates  for  churches.  There  are 
three  pastors  to  each  church:  service  begins 
on  Sunday  morning  at  eight,  and  continues  tUl 
eleven  o'clock, -^-commences  again  at  twelve,  and 
finishes  at  two  o'clock;  and  there  is  a  third 
service  from  two  to  four.  There  is  no  esta^ 
blished  form  of  prayer,  and  sermons  are  deli- 
vered extempore.  The  clergy  are  in  the  habit 
of  confessing  their  flock  more  than  once  a  year 
in  their  houses,  on  which  occasion  a  pecuniary 
gratification  is  presented  to  the  pastors.  In  tUs 
city  are  English,  French,  and  Catholic  chapels  j 
but  although  the  Jews  form  a  considerable  part 
of  the  population,  we  did  not  learn  that  they  had 
any  synagogue,  although  there  is  one  at  Altona, 
in  the  neighbourhood.  A  society  is  established 
here  for  the  circulation  of  religious  tracts,  to 
which  liberal  donations  have  been  made  by  th^ 
Society  in  London ;  and  during  last  year,  QS/lGfJ 
tracts  were  distributed.  • 

In  reference  to  the  military  establishment^  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  present  governor  of 
the  city  was  at  one  time  in  the  Russian  service, 
which  may  explain  the  reason  for  the  soldiers 
being  dressed  after  the  Russian  mode*   There  are 

*  It  may  be  mentioDed,  that  in  London  the  British  Society, 
in  1826,  distributed  90,000  Bibles,  and  in  the  course  of  twenty 
yearsyfrom  1802,  there  had  been  circulated  one  million  copies 
0f  the  Scriptures. 


12  MILITARY  £STABLI8HM£Nr. 

a  fixed  military  and  national  or  citizen's  guard  : 
the  former  consists  of  six  companies  of  infantry, 
of  800  men  each,  whose  pay  is  9^.  6d.  sl 
month,  besides  lodging,  provisions,  and  clothing; 
likewise  a  company  of  artillery  of  80,  and  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  of  100  men.  The  pay  of 
the  latter  is  16^.  a  month,  with  other  privileges. 
The  national  guard  consists  of  seven  battalions 
of  infantry,  of  about  6000  men,  one  of  chas- 
seurs of  400,  one  of  artillery  of  400,  and  one 
squadron  of  cavalry  of  100.  This  class  is  totally 
independent  of  the  military.  There  are  16,000 
burgesses  who  are  also  liable  to  be  called  on,  and 
exercised,  at  twenty-four  hours*  notice,  unless 
they  prefer  to  pay  for  a  substitute.  The  bur- 
gesses  are  bound  to  mount  guard  alternately 
four  times  during  the  year.  The  military  con- 
stitute the  whole  force  of  the  state,  there  being 
no  navy,  which  is  rather  remarkable. 

In  speaking  of  the  English  factory,  it  may  be 
observed,  that  in  1^66  Henry  III.  granted  cer- 
tain privileges  of  trade  in  England  to  the  city, 
and  permission  was  given  to  purchase  property 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  named  the  Steel 
Yard.  On  the  other  hand,  some  English  adven- 
turers  applied  to  the  senate  for  the  privilege  of 
trade  in  Hamburgh,  free  of  import  dues,  which 
was  granted,  and  confirmed  by  charter  in  1611. 
This  being  a  class  distinct  from  the  common- 
wealth, they  could  hold  no  place  or  office  of 
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trust*  and,  thereibre«  each  member  was  exempted 
from  the  assessments  and  personal  services  in 
the  state,  as  were  likewise  their  clerks. 

Having  mentioned,  in  general  terms,  some  of 
the  leading  bodies,  it  may  now  be  proper  to 
notice  briefly  the  principal  public  buildings. 
The  first  entitled  to  observation  is  the  Borsen 
Halle,  a  spacious  and  elegant  buildings  founded 
in  1803,  which  is  the  great  resort  of  merchants, 
and  is  asserted  to  be  superior  to  any  mercantile 
establishment  in  Europe.  Other  parts  of  it  are 
divided  into  eleven  public  rooms :  among  these 
are  a  library,  reading-room,  concert  and  ball 
room  i  the  last  of  which  is  64  feet  by  42;  and  30 
in  height. 

There  are  several  prisons,  such  as  the  bride- 
well, dungeon,  winserbaum,  work«house,  &c. 
The  first  of  these  is  for  vagabonds ;  the  second 
for  drunken,  riotous,  and  disorderly  persons ;  the 
third  for  a  class  of  persons  who  defraud  their 
creditors ;  and  the  last  for  those  ccmvicted  of 
misdeameanors,  who  are  kept  at  hard  labour. 
A  singular  mode  of  punishing  the  idle  is  adopted 
here:  they  are  put  into  a  basket  which  is 
attached  by  a  rope  to  the  ceiling,  and  are 
hoisted  over  the  table  during  the  time  the  others 
dine;  nor  are  they  allowed  to  eat  till  supper 
time.  Hamburgh  has  five  parish  churches,  and 
of  these  St.  Feter^s  may  be  ranked  as  the  most 
ancient     Its  steeple,  which  is  416  feet  in  height, 


14  CHURCHES  AKD :  CONVENTS. 

bftft  sevcD  b^9  about  1S,600  pounds  in  weight. 
The  others  are^  St  Nicolas's,  St  Catherine's,  St 
James's,  and  Great  St  Michael's*  The  steeple 
of  the  latter  is  a  most  prominent  object,  and  is 
seen  from  a  great  distance.  From  the  top  of  it 
,  J8  a  most  beautiful  view  of  the  environs.  The 
Dom,  or  cathedral,  which  is  of  Gothic  archi- 
tecture, is  peculiarly  striking  from  its  antiquity. 
The  steeple  is  oat  of  the  perpendicular,  and  to 
the  eye  appears  to  be  about  to  ^L  This  church 
ifl^  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  ancient  in  Europe, 
having  been  founded  in  the  ninth  century,  and 
cootaina  many  interesting  relics  which  it  is  unne* 
cessary  to  describe.  The  chapter  is  composed 
of  a  provost,  deacon,  and  eleven  canons.  It 
appears  that  our  late  sovereign,  Greorge  the 
Third,  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  renounced,  in  ISOS, 
all  right  and  title  to  this  venerable  edifice,  in 
lieu  of  which  he  received  in  p^etuity  the  sove** 
reignty  of*  Osnaburg,  which  had  previouriy  been 
held  alternately  and  jointly  by  Hanover  and 
Brunswick. 

We  found  several  convents  or  ecclesiaaticid 
foundationB  which  had  existed  about  600  years. 
Among  these  are  that  of  St  John,  the  Hospital 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  St  George,  which  are 
in  possession  of  the  best  property  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the  city,  and  have  their  own  jurisdic- 
tion and  forms.  Their  abolishment,  however,  is 
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in  contemplation  by  the  flenate,  an  act  from 
which  advantages  are  expected  to  be  derived. 

The  post-office  is  particalarly  classed;  for 
instance,  there  are  departments  for  Hanover, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Mecklenburgh,  Holland, 
Prussia,  &c.  separate  and  distinct  from  the  ge^ 
neral  posts.  Each  has  its  letter-carriers,  who 
are  distinguished  by  the  uniform  of  their  conn* 
tries  :  those  of  the  first  wear  red  coats  with  blue 
collars  and  cuft,  and  the  letters  G.  R.  on  the 
right  breast;  the  Danish  have  dark  red  coats 
with  collars,  and  cufis  of  yellow ;  the  Prussian, 
blue,  with  orange  collars  and  cufis ;  the  Mecklen- 
burgh  the  same ;  and  the  Dutch  red,  with  blue 
collar  and  cufis. 

This  city  is  five  miles  in  circumference,  and 
divided  into  two  parts,  the  old  and  new  town. 
The  population  may  be  calculated  at  upwards  of 
120,000,  and  thenumber  of  females  exceeds  those 
of  men.  The  Jews,  who  are  very  numerous, 
amounting  to  some  thousands,  chiefly  reside  in 
a  part  distinct  from  the  other  inhabitants,  as  in 
Rome  and  other  places.  The  ramparts,  which 
are  upwards  of  one  hundred  feet  in  breadth,  and 
surrounded  by  a  deep  ditch,  encompassing  the 
city,  were  demolishing  at  the  period  of  our  visit 
The  quantify  of  stagnated  water  in  the  ditches 
and  canals  cannot  but  tend  much  to  affect  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  besides  this,  tfaf 
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extremely  narrow  streets  and  Icintt,  with  the  nu« 
merous  cellars  under  ground,  where  the  poor 
take. up  a  residence,  and  are  frequently  inun- 
dated from  great  rains  and  the  swelling  of  the 
Elbe,  are  greatly  calculated  to  create  a  train  of 
diseases. 

There  are  six  public  gates,  and  two  floating 
bridges:  on  shutting  the  former  at  night,  the 
keys  are  taken  to  the  bouse  of  the  junior  burgo- 
master. .  The  tide  here  rises  twelve,  and  flows 
twenty  feet  above  the  city*  In  the  course  of 
this  year  1946  vessels  arrived,  of  which  812  were 
frond  England. 

In  the  old  town  several  of  the  streets  are  so 
narrow,  that  they  hardly  admit  two  carriages  to 
pass  each  other,  and  there  is  a  great  want  of 
pavement.  Several  of  the  streets  have  bridges 
across  the  river,  and  there  are  public  fountains 
in  various  quarters  of  the  city.  In  many  of 
these,  trees  are  planted  on  each  side  which  give 
a  cheerful  rural  appearance,  aflbrd  a  delightful 
shade  to  the  houses  in  summer,  and  remind  us 
of  the  Dutch  towns,  although  this  place  never 
can,  for  one  moment,  be  compared  to  any  of 
them  in  point  of  cleanliness.  There  is  always 
great  bustle  and  activity  in  the  streets :  the 
carriages  too  are  numerous;  but  there  is  a  most 
reprehensible  degree  of  carelessness  on  the 
part  of  the  drivers,  by  whom  pedestrians  are 
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not  warned  of  their  approach,  although  the 
horses  may  even  be  at  their  very  heels,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  requisite  for  the  latter  to  keep  a 
sharp  look-out.  Frequent  accidents  occur ;  but 
these  are  not  allowed  to  be  reported  in  a  news-^ 
paper,  as  it  is  presumed  to  be  inconsistent  with 
that  freedom  so  much  vaunted  by  the  natives. 
The  vehicles  mostly  in  use  are  what  are 
called  StuhUwagens,  which  are  of  considerable 
length,  not  unlike  the  body  of  a  common  wag<> 
gon.  The  sides  are  made  of  basket-work,  com* 
posed  of  twigs  firmly  platted,  and  the  body 
supported  by  upright  pieces  of  wood  on  each 
side:  they  admit  of  three  or  four  cross  seats, 
each  containing  four  persons,  and  suspended 
on  springs,  or  leathers,  to  prevent  the  body 
being  jolted.  These  may  be  classed  as  private 
and  public ;  and  a  family  of  a  dozen  persons 
may  be  seen  in  these  carriages,  with  the  master 
in  front  in  the  capacity  of  driver. 

In  this  city  no  particular  rule  appears  to  be 
laid  down  for  building,  every  one  erecting  his 
dwelling  according  to  his  own  fancy.  The  houses 
are  built  in  a  pyramidal  form,  of  from  four 
to  six  stories,  the  roofs  diminishing  gradually 
from  the  second  and  third  floor  to  the  top,  so  as 
to  form  gables  in  front  Most  of  them  have 
an  iron  plate  against  the  wall,  with  the  initials 
of  the  parish   or  section   in  which   they  are 
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situated ;  and  all  are  so  covered  mth  windows, 
that   it  at  least  affords  a  proof  that  the  glo* 
nous  light  of  day  is  not  taxed  in  this  quarter 
of  the  world.      Many  of  them  have    double 
casements,   and  between  these  flower-pots  are 
placed  in  winter,   thus  forming  a  glass-house 
for  their  protection.    Some  of  the  buildings  may 
be  considered  spacious,  well  constructed,  and 
furnished  with  a  degree  of  elegance.    Rents  are 
high,  and  subjected  to  a  tax  of  two  per  cent,  on 
every  100  marks.     The  fuel  is  of  turf  or  wood ; 
and  the  rooms  are  disfigured  by  the  stoves,  which 
form  an  ugly  projection  in  one  comer,  of  about 
eighteen  inches  in  width,  and  nearly  reaching  to 
the  ceiling:  these  are  constructed  of  brick,  co- 
vered with  Dutch  tiles,  and  plastered  with  a  com* 
position  that  retains  the  heat ;  it  may,  therefore, 
easily  be  conceived  what  an  unsightly  substitute 
this  contrivance  is  for  a  chimney-piece,  which  ge^ 
nerally  forms  so  ornamental  a  feature  in  our  £n* 
glish  apartments,  and  admits  of  such  variety  of 
decoration.    But  this  is  not  the  only  fault  in  the 
construction  of  houses  here :  they  are  ill  accom* 
modated  with   kitchens  and   conveniences  for 
roasting.  The  usual  method  adopted,  and  a  most 
clumsy  one  it  is,  is  to  put  the  meat  into  a  deep 
dish,  and  make  the  fire  around  it  On  Whitsunday 
it  is  a  practice  to  decorate  all  the  houses  with 
branches  of  trees:  the  shops  are  shut  j  and  more 
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regard  is  paid  to  this  than  to  the  seventh  day  of 
the  vreek. 

Under  the  most  elegant  mansions  are  to  be 
found  wine-cellars»  while  apartments  for  drinking. 
Bacchanalian  carousing,  and  the  sale  of  all  kinds 
of  spirits,  are  to  be  seen  in  every  direction  ;  and 
some  of  them  are  resorted  to  by  the  very  lowest 
of  the  tippling  tribe.  It  has  been  remarked 
somewhere,  in  reference  to  these  petty  traders  in 
this  Stygian  comfort,  that  there  is  not  a  more 
miserable  shift  for  a  livelihood  than  their  calling. 
Whoever  would  be  successful  in  the  exercise  of 
it,  must,  indeed,  be  of  a  watchful  and  suspicious, 
as  well  as  of  a  bold  and  resolute  temper,  that  he 
may  neither  be  imposed  on  by  sharpers,  nor  buU 
lied  by  the  oaths  of  coachmen  and  soldiers.  He 
ought  to  be  a  dabbler  in  jokes  and  loud  laughter, 
and  have  all  the  winning  ^  ways  and  means''  to 
allure  customers,  and  be  well  versed  in  sallies  the 
mob  make  use  of  to  banter  prudence  and  fru- 
gidity ;  be  obsequious  to  the  most  despicable ; 
be  able  to  endure  with  patience  and  good  humour 
the  vilest  language  of  drabs,  and  without  a  frown 
bear  with  all  the  squalid  noise  and  impertinence 
that  the  utmost  indigence  and  laziness  can  pro- 
duce in  the  most  shameless  and  abandoned 
vulgar.  On  the  subject  of  tippling  it  may  be 
added,  that  nothing  is  more  destructive  to  the 
health  or  industry  of  the  poor :  it  charms  the 
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inactive,  the  desperate,  and  the  crazy  of  either 
sex,  and  makes  the  starving  look  on  his  rags  with 
stupid  indolence.  In  a  word,  such  a  propensity 
falls  under  the  description  of  a  fiery  lake  that 
sets  the  very  brain  in  flames,  bums  up  the  en- 
trails, scorches  every  internal  part,  and  is,  at  the 
same  time,  a  Lethe  of  oblivion,  in  which  the 
wretch  dro¥ms  his  cares.  Moreover,  this  liquid 
poison  makes  him  quarrelsome,  renders  him  a 
perfect  savage,  and,  alas!  it  has  often  been 
the  cause  of  his  shedding  the  blood  of  his 
fellow-creatures!  Would  that  we  could  say 
that  this  degrading  and  immoral  practice  — 
one  that  entails  such  a  train  of  distress  and 
misery  on  the  lower  orders  and  their  families 
—pernicious  alike  to  both  body  and  mind — 
were  confined  to  the  city  of  Hamburgh.  It  is 
absolutely  idle  for  us  to  talk  of  the  spread  of 
intelligence  among  society,  while  so  great  a 
portion  of  the  population  abandon  themselves  to 
a  habit  that  is  not  only  highly  pernicious  and 
destructive  in  itself,  but  the  propagator  of 
wretchedness  and  crime.* 

*  According  to  a  tabular  view  of  the  prevalence  of  in- 
temperance in  America,  it  appears  that  the  ardent  spirits 
drank  in  the  United  States  cost  40,000,000  dollars  yearly. 
Out  of  1060  criminal  prosecutions  at  New  York,  800  werfe 
connected  with  drunkenness.  Of  730  persons  sent  to  the 
workhouse  at  Baltimore,  554  were  the  victims  of  drinking* 
Upwards  of  81,000  die  yearly  in  America  from  intemperance. 
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By  a  regulation  enforced  here  to  guard  against 
fire»  no  citizen  is  allowed  to  keep  in  his  ware- 
house beyond  a  certain  quantity  of  pitch,  tar, 
or  other  combustible  articles,  there  being  a  ge* 
neral  magazine  for  this  purpose  on  the  bank  of  the 
JSlhe :  besides  this,  persons  are  prohibited  from 
firing  guns  or  pistols  even  in  their  own  gardens. 

The  senate,  or  stadt-house,  which  st^ds  in  the 
centre  of  the  city,  is  an  irregular  building,  it 
having  been  erected  or  repaired  at  different 
periods.  It  is  268  feet  in  len^ ;  and  it  is  a  re- 
markable fact,  and  one  which  reflects  credit  on 
this  public  body,  that  there  exists  only  a  solitary 
instance  of  a  member  having  been  in  bankrupt 
circumstances :  on  that  event  he  proceeded  in 
state  to  the  assembly,  and  resigned  his  dignity, 
feeling,  under  such  a  change  of  circumstance, 
that  it  was  altogether  inconsistent  for  him  to 
remain  in  office. 

The  town-hall,  which  is  spacious,  is  orna- 
mented with  paintings ;  and  at  the  east  end  of 
itarerepresentationsof  the  twelve  apostles,  with 
Christ  in  the  centre.  Here  are  five  chests,  with 
the  names  of  the  five  parishes  of  Hamburgh,  to 
receive  contributions  for  them. 


In  London,  one  death  in  eight  is  attributed  to  the  same 
cause.  It  is  ascertained  that  there  are  100,000  drunkards 
in  the  United  States,  and  these  occasion  wretchedness;  to 
nearly  as  many  families. 
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Opposite  to  the  senate^^house  is  the  exchange ; 
a  building  paltry  in  the  extreme  for  a  city  of 
such  consequence,  and,  of  course,  it  reflects  no 
honour  on  it  The  admiralty,  to  which  bdongs 
thejurisdicttonof  the  Elbe,  was  founded  in  1628. 
To  qualify  a  person  for  being  admitted  a  member, 
he  must  have  a  general  knowledge  of  mtvigation 
and  trade,  and  profess  the  Lutheran  religion. 
In  the  infantry  arsenal  are  3000  stand  of  arms. 

There  is  an  establishment,  denominated  the 
Lombard,  or  pawn-house,  where  persons  may,  in 
a  moment,  raise  money  on  property  at  one-half 
per  cent,  payable  monthly ;  yet  it  may  be  ques- 
tioned, whether  such  a  practice,  humane  as  it 
may  at  first  appear,  be  not  incompatible  with  real 
benevolence,  since  the  temporary  relief  it  afibrds 
is  inconsiderable,  compared  with  the  misery  it 
eventually  produces,  and  those  halnts  of  impru- 
dence it  encourages. 

The  foundling  hospital,  established  in  1700, 
is  a  spacious  edifice,  of  a  quadrangular  form : 
the  children  are  limited  to  1000,  and  the  yearly 
expense  is  6000/. 

The  gymnasium,  or  public  college,  was 
founded  in  1613.  There  are  six  professors,  and 
a  library  of  100,000  volumes.  Strangers  are 
admitted  to  the  latter  on  Wednesdays  and  Ssp 
turdays. 

The  establishment  of  the  bank  took  place  in 
1619 :  none  but  burghers  can  keep  an  account 
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mth  it,  and  the  least  sum  that  can  be  deposited 
is  100  marks. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  it  does  not  issue 
paper  money.  There  are  numerous  private 
bankers ;  and,  as  may  be  supposed,  many  of 
them  are  Israelites.  Their  practicci  we  observed, 
was  to  make  calculations,  not  in  pen  and  ink, 
but  with  chalk  on  the  counters. 

The  coffee-houses  are  numerous,  and  almost 
enveloped  in  clouds  of  smoke,  irom  the  great 
attachment  of  the  Hamburghers  to  smoking,  par- 
ticularly to  segars.  These  are  so  common  as  to 
be  sold  on  stalls  in  the  streets  for  a  very  trifle. 

Respecting  the  laws  of  police,  it  may  be  proper 
to  remark,  that,  according  to  the  constitution,  the 
person  of  a  burgher  cannot  be  arrested  unless 
on  two  grounds ;  namely,  a  criminal  charge,  or 
diat  he  owes  a  bill  of  exchange. 

Instances  of  capital  punishment,  and  sentences 
of  transportation  for  theft  and  larceny,  do  not 
fiequently  occur.  In  the  case  of  the  former, 
sentence  is  passed  on  Friday,  and  the  execution 
follows  on  Monday  ;  and,  what  is  very  singular, 
the  culprit  is  not  committed  to  prison,  but 
is  allowed  to  lodge  in  the  house  of  the  execu- 
tioner, and  furnished  with  what  he  chooses  to 
call  for.  On  his  way  to  the  place  of  execution, 
which  is  a  short  distance  beyond  the  city,  the 
criminal  stops  at  the  convent  of  the  Blue  Sisters, 
where  the  nuns  come   forth   and  give  him  a 
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glass  of  white  wine,  on  which  the  Jimsher  of 
the   law   breaks  the   glass,  that  no  one   else 
may  drink  from  it     There  is  not  any  guillo- 
tine ;  but  breaking  on  the  wheel  is  still  in  force, 
although  seldom  practised.  The  instruments  used 
are  the  Pein-Banck,  and  the  Gespichte  Hase. 
The  first  is  a  table,  ten  feet  in  length,  in  a  sloping 
position,  on  which  the  criminal  is  Isud  naked,  his 
legs  str2q)ped  at  the  lower  comers,  and  his  arms 
tied  behind  him  at  the  wrists,  so  that  by  drawing 
the  table  up  and  down  by  pulleys,  the  knees  and 
shoulders  are  dislocated.    The    last    example 
made  was  that  of  a  schoolmaster,  for  assassinating 
his  wife  and  five  children.     This  wretch  was 
taken  to  church  after  condemnation,  and  asked 
permission  to  preach,  which  he  did  accordingly, 
and  made  the  greatest  impression  on  the  crowd 
that  assembled ;  and  it  reminds  us  of  nearly  a 
similar  circumstance  that  lately  occurred  at  Got- 
tenburgh,  of  a  pirate  who  preached  from  the 
windows  of  his  prison.  —  The  second  instrument 
is  an  iron  roller,  with  long  sharp  nails,  placed 
under  the  criminal's  back,  who  is  drawn  to  and 
fro,  and  the  executioner  stands  with  a  pot  of 
boiling  brimstone  and  a  bunch  of  feathers  to 
sprinkle  him !     The  culprit  is  then  exposed  to 
public  view,  chained  to  a  post  in  certain  parts 
of  the  city,  with  a  label  on  his  breast ;  but  on  this 
occasion  no  violence  is  permitted  to  his  person 
from  those  assembled,  as  in  the  case  of  those 
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ibrmerly  exposed  in  the  pillory  in  J&igland.  The 
executioner  only  adjijusts  the  instruments,  for 
one  of  his  officers  performs  the  last  dreadful  act, 
unless  in  the  case  where  a  criminal  is  sentenced 
to  be  beheaded)  when  he  himself  strikes  the  fatal 
blow  with  a  sword  —  "a  sharp  medicine,''  to 
use  the  expression  of  Raleigh,  but  ^*a  sure 
remedy  for  all  evils/'  This  person  enjoys  a  sin- 
gular  perquipite  in  virtue  of  his  office  j  having 
for  instance^  a  right  to  aU  the  dead  dogs,  cats, 
and  horses  in  this  city ;  nor  can  any  one  in- 
fringe on  this  privilege. 

Guard-houses  are  stationed  in  this  place,  at 
short  distances  from  each  other,  so  that  in  case 
of  riots  the  parties  can  be  immediately  laid 
hold  of. 

There  are  two  theatres,  German  and  French. 
The  first  play-house  erected  was  in  1677>  which 
opened  with  the  opera  of  "  Adam  and  Eve,'* 
and  there  were  also  acted  <<  Michael  and  David," 
with  the  «  Birth  of  Jesus  Christ."  * 

Notwithstanding  the  laws  directed  against 
brothels  and  disorderly  characters,  these  do  not 
^pear  to  be,  in  the  least  degiee,  respected ;  for 
the  eye  is  offended,  at  every  other  step,  by  the 

*  It  may  be  remarked,  that  in  the  early  ages  of  Chris- 
tianity, theatrical  representations  had  their  origin  from  reli- 
gious tenets.  The  subjects  were  scriptural,  the  clergy  were 
the  actors^  the  church  was  the  stage,  and  Sunday  the  time 
of  exhibition. 
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number  of  unfortunate  women  prowling  about, 
and  others  may  be  seen  at  their  windows  using 
every  artilice  to  entrap  the  unwary  into  those 
paths  that  lead  to  destruction;  for  in  the 
language  of  the  wise  man,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  *^  by  means  of  a  whorish  woman  a  man  is 
brought  to  a  piece  of  bread/*  •  The  number  of 
these  wretched  creatures  is  calculated  to  be 
10,000.  Anciently  the  crimes  of  adultery  and 
fornication  were  punished  by  fine  ;  that  for  the 
former  being  100,  and  for  the  latter  50  dol- 
lars. A.  declaration  of  the  female  to  the  fact 
was  held  to  be  sufficient,  without  further 
evidence,  to  dissolve  marriage.  About  a  cen- 
tury ago,  in  case  of  her  refusing  to  confess, 
and  betray  the  partner  of  her  crime,  the  woman 
underwent  a  torture  denominated  the  thumb- 
screw; in  other  words,  her  right  thumb  was 
placed  between  two  pieces  of  wood,  to  which 
was  attached  a  screw,  and  this  was  tightened  to 
extort  confession. 

The  following  are  the  most  remarkable  pecu- 
liarities regarding  the  marriages  and  funerals  of 
the  Hamburghers.  The  lady's  friends  provide 
the  household  linen,  and  the  marriage-ceremony 
is  performed,  not  in  facie  ecclesue^  but  at  her 
residence,  as  is  the  practice  in  Scotland.  The  ce- 
remony is  conducted  with  great  pomp,  and  one 
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or  two  days  previous  the  bride  sits  in  a  kind  of 
state  to  receive  tlie  congratulations  of  friends. 
It  is  said  the  parties,  in  general,  bargain  with 
each  other  as  if  purchasing  goods  ;  and,  in  this 
view,   a  daughter  is  frequently   betrothed  by 
her  father,  from  mere  motives  of  interest,   to 
a  person  whom,  perhaps,  she  has  hardly  seem 
This  practice  brings  to.  my  recollection  a  re* 
markable  instance  of  the  same  custom  which  I 
witnessed  in  Egypt ;  when  happening  to  be  in 
the  house  of  some  one,  I  was  introduced  by 
him  to  his   ^<papa,"  as  he  called  him,   with 
whom  he  was  entering  into  negotiation  for  his 
daughter,  and  his  consent  was  a  sine  qud  non 
with  both  of  the  parties.     On  the  birth  of  a 
child  it  is  usual  for  the  parents  to  make  out 
a  list  o£  their  acquaintance,  and  send  a  maid- 
servant, accompanied  by  a  boy  from  the  found- 
ling hospital,  to  their  houses  with  the  infant, 
when  a  small  present  is  made,  which  is  actually 
registered   in   a  book   kept  for  that  purpose. 
Should  the  young  visitor  be  a  boy,  the  gratuity  is 
greater  than  when  it  happens  to  be  of  the  other 
sex.     Birth-days  are  kept  with  great  festivity  ^ 
and  on  these  occasions,  also,  considerable  presents 
are  made.    There  are  likewise  some  peculiar 
customs  observed  when  a  death    takes  place, 
which  to  an  Englishman  appears  strange:  the 
event  is  announced  not  only  by  ringing  the  bells 
of  the  town,  but  also  by  the  sound  of  trumpets 
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from  the  steeples ;  aiid,  of  course,  the  noise  thus 
made  is  in  proportion  to  the  rank  or  opulence  of 
the  deceased.  The  knocker  of  the  outer  door 
of  the  house  is  also  tied  up  with  black  crape« 
What  is  hardly  less  extraordinaiy,  the  Ham^ 
burghers  seldom  attend  the  remains  of  their 
departed  friends  to  the  tomb  ;  but  the  body  is 
committed  to  the  care  of  certain  persons  whose 
profession  it  is  to  perform  the  last  office*  and 
who  may  be  truly  said  to  ^*  mimic  sorrow  when 
the  heart  is  not  sad  :  **  of  these  are  several 
classes,  and  at  the  head  of  them  are  a  set  of  pub- 
lic officers,  sixteen  in  number.  Their  costume  is 
a  large  wig,  with  a  double  row  of  huge  curls, 
black  gowns,  broad  plaited  rufis,  and  cocked 
hats,  which  they  carry  in  their  hands.  About 
twelve  of  them  attend  the  funerals  of  respect- 
able citizens :  they  walk  on  the  sides  of  the 
hearse,  two  and  two,  each  holding  a  lemon  in  his 
hand, —  a  custom  of  which  we  could  not  learn 
either  the  intention  or  origin.  The  hearse  is 
something  in  the  shape  of  the  frame  of  a  four- 
posted  bed,  with  a  tester  ornamented  with  fringe; 
and  the  coffin,  as  at  the  burials  of  Quakers,  has 
no  pall.  When  it  is  laid  in  the  grave,  the  usual 
parting  ejaculation  is,  "  God  rest  thy  soul !"  after 
which  the  sable  group  instantly  disperse. 

Tliere  are  a  great  many  printing-offices,  and 
several  newspapers  are  published,  the  price  of 
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which  is  as  low  as  one  penny  or  two-pence 
each. 

The  markets  of  Hamburgh  are  excellently 
supplied ;  and  it  is  said  there  are  three  distinct 
species  offish  for  every  month  in  the  year.  The 
prices  of  provisions  were  reasonable:  for  instance, 
beef  4fd.  per  lb.»  veal  5d. ;  ducks  1^.  4fd.  each; 
butter  6d.  per  lb. ;  forty  eggs  for  6d. ;  potatoes 
1^.  per  sack,  and  coals  6^.  per  ton. 

In  no  city,  perhaps,  in  Europe,  are  there  so 
many  wretched  mis-shapen  objects  among  the 
lower  classes,  for  at  almost  every  other  step  one 
meets  with  some  instance  of  physical  deformity 
or  mal-conformation  —  persons  either  crooked, 
hunch-backed,  lame,  or  curtailed  of  the  usual 
proportions  of  the  human  j&ame.  By  some 
this  prevalence  of  deformity  is  attributed  to  in- 
judicious management  during  infancy  by  nurses. 
It  is  indeed  most  unaccountable  to  see  moth^^ 
in  general,  as  soon  as  they  are  delivered,  dismiss 
their  offipring,  and  delegate  the  power  of  nursing 
them  to  another,  whose  object  is  gain,  not  love 
for  the  child,  and  whose  care  of  it  will  be 
merely  that  of  a  hireling  and  drudge.  How 
often  have  we  occasion  to  hear  the  observation, 
that  a  person  of  bad  temper  has  imbibed  it  with 
the  milk  of  his  nurse !  And  it  will  be  found  too 
true,  that  infants  suck  in  the  passions  as  well  as 
the  diseases  of  nurses ;  and  though  they  are  born 
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of  parents  of  the  most  amiable  dispositions,  yet 
they  may  be  corrupted  by  the  bad  temper  of 
nurses.  Frequently,  too,  the  most  loathsome  of 
diseases  has  been  communicated  to  an  infant  by 
a  nurse  of  vicious  morals.  Let  mothers  consider 
seriously  these  important  truths,  and  nurse  their 
own  children,  else  how  can  they  be  entitled  to 
the  name  of  mothers,  when  they  refuse  to  engage 
in  a  duty  they  are  so  imperiously  called  on  to 
exercise,  by  the  law  o£  nature  and  affection? 
Mothers  will  naturally  be  more  careful  of  their 
children  than  any  hired  person*  If,  however, 
they  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  nurses,  let 
them  ascertain  that  they  are  free  from  bodily 
dieases,  and  vicious  passions.  Another  reason 
assigned  for  the  prevalence  of  deformity  is  the 
damp  cellars  and  apartments  under  groundf 
where  children  are  brought  up ;  and  in  a  great 
degree,  also,  to  the  absurd  and  pernicious  cus- 
tom of  clothing  young  children  in  such  tight 
dresses  as  to  impede  the  free  motion  of  their 
limbs;  also  to  the  equally  mischievous  one  of 
placing  them,  while  thus  bandaged  up,  be* 
tween  two  feather-beds,  occasionally  setting  thfi 
poor  little  creatures  upon  the  damp  floor, 
during  the  perspiration  thus  excited.  Hap-^ 
pily,  this  preposterous  hot-bed  and  mummy- 
bandaging  system  —  a  system  that  has  either 
destroyed  the  lives  or  ruined  the  constitutions 
of  thousands  of  unfortunate  beings  —  is  yielding 
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to  the  dictates  of  common  sense.  It  is  no  longer 
necessary  to  caution  English  mothers  against 
such  barbarity  towards  their  helpless  offipring^ 
for  air,  with  light  and  free  clothing,  are  now 
allowed  to  be  essentially  conducive  to  the  health, 
and  consequently  the  cheerfulness  of  children ; 
and  even  did  the  latter  in  nowise  contribute  to 
it,  yet  it  would  still  be  preferable  to  the  former 
uncouth  fashion,  as  being  more  graceful  and 
elegant  So  many  accidents,  indeed,  happen 
to  infants  committed  to  nurses,  which  render 
them  cripples  for  life,  that  it  is,  perhaps,  a 
blessing,  that  some  parents  cannot  afford  to  send 
their  ofl&pring  out  to  nurse,  but  that  this  duty 
must  devolve  entirely  on  the  mother.  Pulling^ 
for  instance,  an  in&nt  by  the  arm  to  mend 
its  pace,  and  swinging  it  by  one  arm  when 
crossing  any  place,  are  practices  from  which 
severe  effects  have  been  produced,  their  tender 
joints  being  dislocated.  An  idea  has,  in  general, 
been  entertained,  that  tliere  are  more  deformed 
objects  of  the  female  than  the  male  sex,  which  is 
accounted  for  by  the  greater  delicacy  of  the 
former ;  by  the  present  system,  too,  the  brain  is 
strengthened,  and  the  growth  of  the  hair,  and 
dentition,  are  promoted.  In  many  parts  of  the 
world  my  feelings  have  been  shocked  to  see 
infants  rolled  up  from  neck  to  toe,  like  a  bale  of 
goods,  and  unable  to  move  from  the  spot,  lying 
like  inanimate  objects.     Before  leaving  this  im- 
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portant  subject,  let  me  be  permitted  to  caution 
parents  and  guardians  to  inflict  moderate  chas* 
tisement  on  their  offspring,  since  melancholy 
effects  have  been  produced  by  acts  of  severity, 
and  instances  have  occurred  of  children  de- 
stroying themselves  in  consequence.* 

The  female  servants  here  are  never  seen  in 
the  streets  without  an  oblong  oval  basket  beneath 
their  arm,  covered  with  a  shawl  or  handkerchief^ 
so  that  one  might  almost  imagine  that  they  were 
bearing  an  infant's  cofRn.  The  dress  of  these 
domestics  is  a  short  bodice,  with  a  large  black 
silk  apron  round  them,  like  a  petticoat ;  they  do 
not  wear  bonnets,  and  their  caps,  which  come 
just  behind  their  ears,  have  a  broad  stiff  cambric 
border,  which,  flying  back  as  they  move  along, 
leaves  the  countenance  fully  exposed.  Wages 
are  low,  not  more  than  four  pounds  a  year ;  but 
it  is  customary  for  visitors  to  deposit  something 
for  the  servants  in  a  box  at  the  door,  the  con- 
tents of  which  are  divided  among  them  monthly. 

The  charitable  institutions  are  numerous : 
one  founded  in  1556,  is  for  inferior  seamen  ;  a 
second  for  150  poor  aged  persons  j  a  third  for 
80  old  women  and  70  men.  Among  the  rest  is 
an  hospital  for  sick  maid-servants,  to  which  fami* 

*  One  instance  occurred  in  Glasgow,  April  27. 1827, 
where  a  child,  having  been  beaten  cruelly  by  her  mother, 
threatened  to  make  away  with  herself,  and  actually  sus- 
pended herself  from  a  beam. 
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fies,  on  subscribing  three  marks  yearly,  have  the 
privilege  of  recommending  a  patient.  The  pro- 
portion of  paupers  in  this  city  is  1S»000,  or  one 
tenth  of  the  whole  population. 

The  students  are  distinguished  by  small  bon* 
nets,  bushy  hair,  shirt  collars  thrown  open,  very 
short  frocks  without  collars,  and  wide  trowsers. 
The  dress  of  the  higher  classes  by  no  means 
corresponds  with  English  ideas  of  fashion  or 
elegance ;  while  that  of  the  lower  orders,  particu- 
larly of  the  feo^ales,  resembles  the  Dutch  ;  and 
their  enormous  protuberance  of  hips  and  petti- 
coats, and  bunches  of  black  ribbon  tied  to  their 
hair  behind,  give  them  a  most  grotesque,  and 
certainly  not  very  fascinating  appearance. 
Among  the  other  sex  every  trade  appears  to 
have  its  distinct  costume  :  bakers,  for  example, 
may  be  recognised  by  their  black  waistcoats  and 
white  caps  and  aprons  j  carpenters  by  long  blue 
coats,  cocked  hats,  and  long  leather  aprons; 
porters  by  short  jackets  and  leather  aprons ;  and 
waiters  at  taverns  by  their  green  aprons,  &c. 

In  so  populous  a  place,  which  has  so  many  poor, 
and  is  resorted  to  by  persons  of  all  nations,  it  is 
surprising  to  find  so  few  beggars.  Few  persons  are 
fonder  of  amusements  than  the  natives  of  Ham- 
burgh, vrve  la  bagatelle  being  the  order  of  the  day 
with  all  ranks.  Smoking  is  very  prevalent,  and 
indulged  in  by  mere  boys ;  while  dancing,  cards, 
chess,   billiards,   and  skittles  have  quite  their 
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due  share  of  attention.  Nor»  although  Pn>^ 
testantism  is  the  professed  religion,  is  Sunday 
a  day  of  cessation  from  festivity :  on  the  con* 
trary,  if  to  indulge  in  every  species  of  pleasure 
be  to  observe  the  Sabbath,  few  pieople  hive 
greater  claims  to  be  esteemed  devout  than  the 
good  citizens  of  Hamburgh,  for  then  every  one 
seems  in  quest  of  amusement  and  indulgence, 
and  the  crowded  streets  have  more  the  appear* 
ance  of  fair  time  than  of  a  season  of  religious 
worship.  How  different  is  this  mode  of  spend*- 
ing  the  day  diat  God  set  apart  for  himself  from 
that  observed  in  our  own  country ! 


-*'  Much  Hove 


Thy  tranquil  dales,  tmt  most  on  Sabbath  eve. 

Wandering,  stoppii^  oft  to  hear  the  song 

Of  kindred  praise  arise  from  humble  roofii ; 

Or  when  the  simple  service  ends,  to  hear 

The  lifted  latch,  and  mark  the  grey-hair'd  man — 

The  father  and  the  priest  —  walk  forth  alone 

Into  his  garden  plot  or  little  field. 

To  commune  with  his  God  in  secret  prayer." 

There  is  a  diversion  here,  which  takes  place 
in  July,  called  **  shooting  at  the  bird  j"  when  n 
company  of  archers,  headed  by  one  of  the  sena*- 
tors,  and  attended  by  a  military  escort,  proiceed 
to  a  spot  out  of  one  of  the  gates,  where  ,tiiey  ^iak 
at  the  wooden  figure  of  a  bird,  fixed  upon  a  lofty 
pole.  The  senator  is  entitled  to  the  first  shol^ 
and  the  others  in  succession  till  the  effigy  falls. 
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This  amusemeitt  som^mes  continiaes  a  whole 
■week.  The  person  who  brings  down  the  last 
fragment  of  it  is  decorated  with  a  silver  breast- 
plate and  medal,  and  is  formally  proclaimed 
*•  king**  for  thje  ensoing  year.  We  happened  to  be 
present  at  a  wedding  in  did  hotel,  which  w6  were 
induced  by  cariosity  to  attend.  The  ceremony 
was  extremely  simple  :  the  clergyman,  a  portiiy 
p^rsonag^,  almost  as  bulky  as  Sir  John  Falstaif, 
attended  in  his  black  gown,  with  a  large  platted 
standing-up  raff  about  his  neck :  after  reading 
the  servbe,  he  asked  the  paiiies  if  they  were 
willing  to  be  joined  in  ttiatfimony,  to  which  they 
nodded  assenft  On  tins,  otjher  questions  were 
put  to  them,  wh^n  each  drew  a  ring  from  their 
fingers  over  the  gloves  they  wore,  and  exchanged 
them,  taking  at  the  same  time  each  other's  hand» 
when  the  priest  pronounced  them  married  in 
name  of  Father,  Scm,  and  Holy  Ghost.  The  bride 
and  bridegroom  then  repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
and  the  minister  shook  hands  with  them.  The 
party  then  sat  down,  on  which  wine  and  cake 
were  handed  round ;  and  in  the  centre  of  the 
table  was  a  pedestal,  on  which  was  a  repre- 
sentation of  two  hearts  united. 

There  is  a  great  bustle  in  this  city,  particularly 
among  merdhants,  and  you  do  not  perceive,  as  in 
other  German  towns,  any  appearance  of  in- 
dolence and  inactivity,  but  all  is  lifo  and  ani- 
mation. 
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The  environs  of  Hamburgh  are  pleasant; 
trees  are  planted  on  each  side  at  equal  distances 
^ith  formal  regularity,  and  boards  put  up,  inti- 
mating that  those  who  injure  them  in  anyway 
shall  be  subjected  to  corporal  punishment.  The 
road  to  Altona,  about  two  mUes  distant,  is  much 
frequented  by  loungers,  and  there  is  a  great  in- 
tercourse between  that  place  and  Hamburgh. 

Altona  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  Elbe, 
and  forms  part  of  the  Danish  dominions.  The 
origin  of  this  name  is  said  to  have  arisen  from 
some  bickerings  between  the  Hamburghers  and 
Danish  fishermen,  who  had  erected  huts  here, 
when  the  former  used  expressions  signifying  it 
was  AU-to  near.  Previously  to  1661,  it  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  a  town.  When  we  con- 
sider that  this  place  was  set  in  a  blaze  by  a 
Swedish  army  in  1713,  and  the  act  encouraged 
by  the  Hamburghers,  who  entertained  a  hatred 
against  the  Danes,  and  that  the  gates  of  their 
city  were  shut  against  the  miserable  inhabitants 
who  had  escaped  from  the  devouring  element, 
and  ran  to  it  as  a  place  of  refuge,  it  is  impossible 
not  to  look  upon  those  sufferings  which  the 
Hamburghers  endured  when  their  city  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  French  under  Davoust,  as 
being,  in  some  degree,  merited  by  the  barbarity 
of  their  ancestors.  The  Swedes,  it  may  be 
observed,  invaded  Altona  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  Hamburghei-s  as  their  friends ;  and,  on  the 
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Other  bandy  the  French  entered  it  by  the  advice 
of  the  Danes,  their  allies,  which  is  strongly  de- 
monstrative of  that  retribution  on  the  part 
of  Heaven,  which  holds  out  a  most  striking 
lesson  to  rival  states  and  cities.  About  10,00& 
troops  of  Denmark  had  marched  to  the  vicinity 
of  Hamburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  making  com- 
mon cause  with  the  troops  of  the  allies ;  but 
owing  to  the  political  discussions  of  the  Danish 
cabinet  with  England  and  Sweden,  a  change 
took  place ;  the  Danes  declared  for  France,  and 
entered  into  the  views  of  Vandamme,  who  bom«- 
barded  Hamburgh.  It  will  be  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  all  those  atrocities,  nay,  unparalleled 
acts  of  enormity  and  violent  outrage,  committed 
by  the  French  against  those  brave  men  who 
dared  to  stand  forth  in  the  cause  of  patriotism ; 
neither  is  it  requisite  to  describe  minutely  the 
tyrannical  and  oppressive  government  of  Da- 
voust  in  1813.  This  person,  so  distinguished 
for  bis  ferocity  and  cruelty,  burned  and  de- 
molished 1500  houses.  About  1600  fa- 
milies were  stripped  of  their  beds ;  the  sick 
and  helpless  —  nay,  as  a  refinement  of  cruelty, 
the  very  inmates  of  hospitals,  the  deranged, 
blind,  and  bed-ridden,  were  hurried  away,  and 
turned  out  to  the  rude  blasts,  and  that  in  the 
middle  of  a  severe  winter,  in  order  to  make  way 
for  the  accommodation  of  those  myrmidons  who 
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bad  accompanied  him  to  accomplish  the  work  of 
devastation  and  destruction.  Many  Rachels, 
alas!  were  seen  weeping  for  their  children,  and 
would  not  be  comforted ;  and  deeds  of  horror 
were  then  committed,  which  will  ever  remain  an 
indelible  stain  on  the  French  character  in  the 
faithful  page  of  history. 

The  buildings,  or,  rather,  mass  of  ruins,  be- 
tween Hamburgh  and  Altona,  which  we  saw 
shortly  after  this  event,  were  in  a  most  frightful 
state.  The  bank  was  plundered  of  silver  coin 
and  bars  to  the  amount  of  700,000/!. ;  in  short> 
the  most  heart-rending  scenes  took  place,  and 
every  thing  that  the  greatest  tyranny  —  that 
the  most  satanic  and  vindictive  imagina^ 
tion  could  possibly  devise,  was  employed  to 
wring  tears  and  lamentations  from  the  inhabit- 
ants, rob  them  of  their  privileges,  and  plunder 
them  of  their  property.  The  population  was 
thus  reduced  from  1@0,000  to  40,000 ;  all  sacred 
rites  were  treated  with  open  contempt,  every 
religious  and  moral  precept  despised,  thousands 
reduced  to  starvation,  and  the  most  diabolical 
expedients  had  recourse  to,  by  this  satellite  and 
instrument  of  that  restless  individual  who  was  the 
scourge  of  the  civilised  world,  in  order  to  accom* 
plish  that  revenge  which  he  was  resolved  should 
be  visited  on  the  citizens  of  this  free  and  ancient 
city.     In  a  word,  the  name  of  Davoust  is,  and 
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ever  will  be,  jostly  bdd  here  in  the  greatest  pos<> 
sihle  execration. 

Altona  ia  a  cheerful  place ;  it  contains  S5»000 
iahabitants^  ancLthepresentgovemorisanephew 
of  Marshal  Blucher.  *  Several  handsome  bouses, 
are  on  a  mall  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town, 
where  are  charming  walks.  The  public  gardens, 
which  are  laid  out  with  taste,  look  down  on  the 
river,  and  are  crowded  in  the  evenings  of  sum- 
mer, when  the  views  of  the  Elbe,  especially  at 
sunset,  are  highly  beautiful.  The  taxes  are 
greater  than  at  Hamburgh,  the  place  being 
considered  more  fashionable  for  residence.  There 
is  one  imposed  on  the  canine  species  :  the  name 
of  the  owner  of  the  animal  is  duly  entered 
in  a  register,  and  a  number  marked  on  its  col- 
lar, so  that  in  case  of  accident  occurring,  the 
owner  may  be  traced  and  held  responsible  for  it. 
This  arose  from  Prince  Christian,  the  present 
heir  apparent  to  the  Danish  throne,  having  been, 
on  one  occasion,  attacked  by  a  dog  here.  The 
town  is  inclosed  with  gates,  which,  when 
they  were  first  erected,  thirteen  years  ago, 
yielded  a  revenue  of  57,500  marks  during  one 
year,  from  the  duties  exigible  at  them.  Of  all 
the  objects  in  this  quarter  most  striking  to  a 
contemplative  mind,  is  the  sacred  spot  near  it, 

^  This  venerable  warrior  was  bom  at  Rostock,  in  1747. 
n  4 
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where  the  ashes  of  the  immortal  Klopstock  are 
deposited,  whose  name  will  descend  to  the  latest 
posterity  as  that  of  a  Christian  bard*— one 
whose  moral  worth  was  in  no  respect  inferior  to 
his  poetical  genius. 
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Leaving  Hamburgh,  —  Price  of  ^posting.  —  Roads. '^  Boit' 
zenberg,  — Dress  of  peasants.  —  State  of  crops.  —  Lubthen. 
—  Woods*  —  Prussia.  —  Lenxen.  —  Perleberg.  —  Storks. 
-^Kleizke*^^  Chateaux. — Kuritz.  -—  Fair,  — Peasantry*-^ 
FehrbeUin.  —  Travelling  machines.  —  Optical  deception.^-' 
State  of  roads.  — -  Henningsdorf  -^  River  Havel.  —  Enor^ 
mous  stones.  —  Remarks.  —  Arrival  at  Berlin. 

Among  other  arrangements  preparatory  to  leav- 
ing Hamburgh,  we  engaged  a  servant  who  could 
speak  the  Russian  language.  The  agreement 
was  expressed  in  writing,  and  copies  of  it  ex- 
changed, a  precaution  that  ought  strongly  to  be 
recommended  to  travellers,  in  order  to  prevent 
those  disputes  which  too  often  arise  when  the 
parties  make  only  a  verbal  contract*  We  also 
purchased  a  light  barouche  and  fire-arms ;  and 
having  provided  ourselves  with  passports,  proper 
money,  &c.  set  out  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
of  June.  For  three  horses  we  paid  13  marks 
8  skillings,  or  18^.  sterling,  for  fifteen  miles; 
and  it  should  be  observed,  that  the  expense,  on 
departing  from  this  place,  is  greater  than  at  any 
future  stages. 
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About  three  miles  beyond  this  city  our  route 
lay  across  a  long  tract  of  deep  sand,  and  we 
passed  through  Bergdorff.  The  houses  here  are 
built  of  brick,  with  rows  of  trees  in  front  of 
them ;  and  as  one  proof  how  much  the  place  is 
exposed  to  fire,  there  was  an  engine  stationed  at 
each  end  of  it.  Of  the  tediousness  of  our  pro- 
gress, and  the  state  of  the  roads,  the  reader  may 
form  some  idea,  when  he  is  tdd  that  it  occupied 
from  nine  in  the  morning  till  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  to  travel  five  English  miles ;  a  pace 
better  suited  for  cogitation,  or  adapted  to  the 
wishes  of  a  draftsman  desirous  of  sketching  the 
landscape,  than  gratifying  to  those  who  relish 
the  excitement  of  rapid  locomotion.  Those  who 
would  appreciate  Macadam's  labours,  and  the  ex- 
cellence of  English  horses  and  vehicles,  should 
make  a  pilgrimage  here.  Much  unnecessary  de- 
tention, too,  was  occasioned  by  the  tardy  manner 
in  which  horses  are  changed  at  the  different  sta- 
tions. The  postillions  wear  a  costume  or  uniform 
consisting  of  a  dark  red  jacket,  with  broad  bind- 
ing at  the  bottom,  yellow  cufis  and  collars,  and 
the  king's  initials  attached  to  the  breast.  Their 
hats  are  edged  with  yellow  binding,  and  their 
whips  are  of  unusual  length,  although  they  ride 
on  horseback.  The  horses  are  large,  with  long 
tails,  and  the  leader  is  about  eight  feet  distant 
from  the  two  abreast.  We  travelled  along  a  heathy 
and  the  monotonous  dulness  of  the  route  was 
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gieatly  increased  by  that  silence  and  gi^avity  so 
peculiar  to  German  postillions,  and  forming  so 
marked  a  contriat  to  those  of  France,  who  are  all 
life  and  animation,  and  keep  you  constantly  ill 
good-humour  by  their  loquacity  and  wit.    This 
road  was  one  of  the  very  worst  we  had  hitherto 
travelled,  and  the  scantiness  of  the  population 
most  striking ;  but  after  chan^ng  horses  at  Lun* 
nenberg,  a  charming  view  of  the  Elbe  presented 
itself  with  an  extensive  wooded  country  beyond 
it.     The  inclosures  were  formed  of  turf^  on  the 
top  of  which  were  birch  trees  planted  in  close 
order.    The  windings  of  the  road  were  sharp, 
quidc,  and  narrow,  which  obliged  our  driver  to 
sound  his  horn  as  a  warning  to  those  coming  in 
a  contrary  direction,  in  order  to  prevent  acci- 
dents.    We  surrived  the  same  night  at  Boitzen- 
b»g,  having  travelled  thirty-five  miles  in  ten 
hours.    This  is  a  neat  place,  containing  5000 
inhabitants ;  and  the  houses,  one  story  in  height, 
are  first  formed  of  a  frame  of  wood,  that  is  after- 
wards filled  up  with  brick,  leaving  the  wood  ex-» 
posed,  which  is    oft;en  painted.      Early  next 
morning  we  resumed  our  journey,  and  found 
that  we  required  all  our  patience;   for  such 
was  the  crawling  pace  at  which  we  proceeded, 
that  the  only  thing  by  which  it  would  gain, 
by  comparison,  would  be  the  motion  of  the 
bands    of    a   clock-dial.      That  which    most 
served   to  put  us   in  good-humour  was    the 
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sight  of  so  many  groups  of  industrious,  con^ 
tented  peasants  sallying  forth  to  their  daily 
labour,  with  their  various  implements  upon 
their  shoulders,  and  singing  their  rustic  dit- 
ties. The  dress  of  females  was  a  small  cot- 
tage bonnet  of  straw,  with  green  riband,  a 
drugget  petticoat,  blue  stockings,  and  slippers 
with  thick  heels  formed  of  wood.  We  crossed 
the  river  Suna  in  a  large  hollow  boat ;  and  on 
ludting  at  the  other  side,  two  women  acted  as 
hostlers,  and  fed  the  horses  with  black  bread. 
In  consequence  of  the  great  depth  of  sand»  we 
were  obliged  to  deviate  from  the  high  road,  and 
proceed  across  fields,  passing  through  some  vil- 
lages.  The  houses  stood  detached,  and  had  roofs 
of  a  prodigious  height,  covered  with  thick  thatch 
of  a  black  colour,  but  not  a  single  chimney  was 
to  be  seen ;  a  circumstance  that  does  not  at  all 
add  to  their  picturesque  effect,  or  suggest  any  of 
those  pleasing  ideas  associated  with  such  objects, 
but  more  characteristic  of  a  barn ;  and  it  should 
be  noted^  too,  that  in  these  dwellings,  barn  and 
stable,  lodging  for  beast  and  poultry  as  well  as 
men,  and  sometimes  shops,  are  all  comprised 
beneath  one  roof.  The  country  now  became 
pleasant  and  wooded :  some  of  the  crops,  espe- 
cially the  barley,  were  farther  advanced  than  in 
England  at  the  same  season.  On  some  of  the 
commons  the  flocks  of  geese  were,  in  fact,  so 
numerous,  that  at  a  distance  the  ground  appeared 
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as  if  actually  covered  with  snow.  Such  is  the 
passion  here  for  smoking,  that  children  about 
ten  years  of  age  might  be  seen  with  pipes  in 
their  mouths,  whiffing  with  great  gravity  and 
composure.  In  some  places,  the  road  was  ex* 
ceedingly  broad,  and  in  others  so  extremely 
narrow  that  two  carriages  could  hardly  pass. 
We  now  arrived  at  Lubthen,  a  small  village, 
where  a  new  church  had  just  been  erected  by 
the  Duke  of  Mecklenburg,  and  we  again  paid 
post  horses  in  advance* 

We  set  offf  after  being  obHged  to  take  six 
horses,  and  our  carriage  was  pursued  by  a  crowd 
of  urchins,  bawling  out  for  money;  and  the 
competition  that  ensued  from  their  scrambling 
for  what  we  flung  among  them,  in  a  cloud  of 
dust,  was  most  ludicrous,  and  showed  that 
they,  as  well  as  more  important  persons,  had 
their  difficulties  in  picking  up  cash.  The  road 
became  worse,  and  the  horses  were  obliged  to 
proceed  at  a  funeral  pace  ;  in  fact,  it  was  just  as 
bad  as  any  I  had  passed  in  the  sandy  deserts  of 
Egypt  Posts  were  erected  at  certain  distances, 
to  mark  the  direction  of  the  road  when  covered 
with  snow.  After  dragging  along,  we  stopped 
mid-way,  and  paid  a  toll  of  shcteen  skillings, 
not,  as  may  be  supposed,  for  making  a  proper 
carriage  road,  but  for  erecting  bridges,  formed 
of  logs  of  wood,  over  some  streams,  and  in 
miserable  repair.     The  road  ran  along  a  heath. 
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arid  through  a  wood ;  but  there  being  noregnlar 
track*  it  wai  left  to  the  post-boy  to  find  one  in 
the  best  mslnner  he  could.  Drear)'  and  mopo* 
tonous  as  these  deep*  wooded  j^oes  appear  to  the 
eye,  yet  he  who  is  of  a  contecnplative  mind 
niigfat  say  he  there  — 

^'  Found  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks* 
Sermons  in  stones,  and  good  in  every  thing." 

This  wood*  however,  seemed  a  fit  placefor  robbing 
and  assassination,  and  its  horrw  was  increased  by 
^e  spot  being  pointed  out  to  us  where  a  female 
had  been  murdered  by  a  man  and  woman  whom 
she  had  unfortunately  iUlen  in  with  at  the  last 
post^honse,  and  who  oflfered  to  accompany  her 
through  this  lonely  forest  They  efiected  their 
escape  to  Hamburgh,  but  the  strong  arm  of 
justice  overtook  them :  they  were  transmitted  to 
Butzo  near  Berlin,  and  executed.  The  peasants 
had  an  appearance  of  poverty,  being  iU-dressed^ 
dirty,  and  without  either  shoes  or  at<>ckingSi 
Thefemales  wear  woollen  stays,  shirt  sleeves,  and 
Uack  skull-caps  close  to  the  head,  tied  under 
the  chin.  At  CoUens^  where  we  next  sto^ped^ 
we  were  again  obliged  to  take  six  horaes.  Thm 
animab  were  unshod,  and  their  boofs  ragged  and 
tonu  At  iebgth  afiber  toilii^  along  with  these 
miserable  substitutes  ibr  English  horses^  and 
passing  throogh  anotiier  dismal  wood,  we  quitted 
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the  MecUenbui^  te!rrit(»ies,  and  entered  tiioae 
of  Prussia.  The  spot  where  the  latter  cotomieiice 
was  distinguished  by  a  board  with  an  inscrip- 
tion, surmdunted  by  the  Prussian  etigle,  and 
placed  i:^on  a  post  painted  with  black  and  white 
stripes. 

On  passing  a  wooden  bridge,  where  a  fiotiall 
sum  was  demanded,  we  beheld  an  antique  cha# 
teau  with  a  belfry  attached  to  it,  and  here  had 
the  Brst  view  of  the  cultivation  of  the  hop  plant 
in  the  village  of  Sedor.  The  rye,  barley,  and 
potatoes  were  in  a  most  forward  state.  We 
crossed  another  bridge,  connected  with  the 
gate  of  Lenzen,  which  we  entered  ki  the  eyen^ 
ing;  thus  travelling  fourteen  hours  to-day,  in 
the  course  of  which  we  proceeded  only  thirty-five 
nules.  The  expense  to  this  place  from  Ham- 
burgh, a  distance  of  seventy-five  miles,  allowing 
five  English  to  one  German  mile,  was  51  Is.  6d. 
At  entering  the  town  our  attention  was  attracted 
by  a  young  damsel  who  was  engaged  in  an  ope* 
ration  not  very  poetical,  and  but  little  accoixHng 
with  the  delicacy  and  tend^ness  attributed  to 
the  sex,  —  namely,  in  killing  and  cutting  up  a 
sheep  in  the  public  street  with  the  greatest  sang 
Jraid.  We  learned  from  the  landlord  of  the  inn 
where  we  put  up,  that  the  king  bad  been  here 
to  consult  as  to  the  formation  of  a  good  and 
(firect  road  from  the  capital  to  the  Mecldenborg 
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territories,  which,  if  accomplished,  must  prove  of 
great  advantage  not  only  to  travellers,  but  the 
country  generally. 

This  place  has  a  population  of  about  3,000. 
The  houses  are  built  of  brick,  with  gardens  be- 
hind, and  arm-chairs  are  placed  in  front  of  them 
in  the  streets.  By  the  public  fountains  stand 
large  vats  for  the  supply  of  water  in  case  of  fire. 
A  great  trade  is  carried  on  in  the  making  of 
butter,  which  is  put  up  in  casks  and  sent  to  Ber- 
lin, Mecklenburg,  and  Denmark.  The  burying- 
ground,  which  is  very  properly  without  the  town, 
is  about  four  acres  in  extent,  surrounded  by  a 
wall  five  feet  in  height  The  charge  for  burying 
a  person  is  six  dollars,  or  1/.  sterling. 

Having  rested  the  sabbath-day  in  this  place, 
it  afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
form  of  their  divine  service.  The  church  is 
of  brick,  in  the  Gothic  style  of  architecture, 
and  in  the  form  of  a  cross.  The  altar,  which 
is  in  the  shape  of  an  antique  monument,  has 
a  painting  of  the  Last  Supper.  The  por- 
traits  of  former  pastors,  and  the  renowned 
Saxon  Reformer,  are  hung  over  the  principal 
entrance,  under  the  eflBgy  of  our  Saviour: 
at  the  feet  is  the  representation  of  a  swan, 
which  it  appears  impossible  to  explain.  It  is 
the  custom  for  the  two  sexes  to  sit  separate 
from  each  other.     Service  commences  at  ten  in 
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the  monitng,  and  two  o^clock  in  the  afternoon; 
The  psalms  for  the  day  are  marked  on  boards 
hung  over  the  wall*  There  is  an  organ;  in  front 
of  which  sit  a  few  singing-boys,  but  they  had  no 
leader;  neither  is  there  any  clerk. 

The  sight  of  this  instrument  in  a  country 
where  the  recollection  of  Luther  is  so  much 
cherished,  and  his  principles  maintained  as  the 
popular  religion,  brought  to  mind  an  observ- 
ation he  made  in  reference  to  it  —  that  "by 
sacred  musical  notes  anger  is  forgotten  —  the 
devil  is  driven  away  —  tribulation  and  evil 
thoughts  expelled  —  and  it  is  the  solace  of  a 
desponding  mind." 

The  afternoon  service  commenced  with  solemn 
peals  from  the  organ,  which  the  congregation 
accompanied  with  their  voices,  which  were  loud 
and  harsh.  This  being  ended,  the  junior  clergy- 
man mounted  the  pulpit  with  a  Bible,  the  senior 
taking  his  seat  opposite  to  him.  At  this  time, 
he  first  repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer,  some  of 
the  hearers  standing,  but  the  majority  sitting, 
as  was  the  case  during  the  time  of  singing. 
These  ceremonies  were  followed  by  a  short  ex- 
hortation; when  after  a  psalm  had  been  sung,  the 
sermon  commenced,  and  lasted  for  about  half  an 
hour.  This  being  finished,  he  pronounced  a 
second  time  the  Lord's  Prayer,  gave  out  a 
psalm,  and,  after  repeating  a  prayer,  descended 
from  the  pulpit,  proceeded  to  the  vestry,  and 
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did  not  again  appear.  The  congregation  again 
sang,  accompanied  by  the  organ  ;  on  which  each 
offered  up  a  private  ejaculation,  and  all,  includuig 
the  senior  minister,  left  the  church.  On  this 
occasion  there  was  no  collection  for  the  poor. 

One  circumstance  that  struck  me  forcibly  on 
this  occasion  was  the  nest  of  a  swallow,  with  its 
young,  exactly  over  the  altar,  the  parent  bird 
twittering  and  flying  about  it.  It  was  impossible 
to  look  upon  this  without  being  forcibly  re- 
minded of  many  parts  of  the  sacred  oracles 
where  this  particular  bird  is  marked  out,  as 
of  a  privileged  kind,  from  being  permitted  to 
construct  her  nest  in  the  cloister  of  the  sanctuary 
of  Jehovah*;  and  it  was  ranked  among  those 
whose  likeness  was  an  object  of  idolatry  under 
the  Mosaic  dispensation,  t 

It  may  be  further  observed,  that  in  this  place 
it  is  a  practice  on  Sunday,  and  about  mid-day, 
for  boys  with  psalm-books  under  their  arms,  ac- 
companied by  a  leader  in  a  cocked-hat  and  black 
cloak,  to  proceed  along  the  streets,  and  sing  for 
a  short  time  opposite  to  different  houses.  They 
liappened  to  chant  in  front  of  our  hotel,  and 
then  turned  round  to  the  house  opposite,  where 
there  was  a  person  most  actively  engaged  at  the 

^  "  Yea,  the  swallow  hath  found  a  nest  for  herself  where 
she  uwiy  lay  her  young,  even  thine  altar,  O  Lord  of  Hosts, 
my  King  and  !uy  God.*'     Fsalm  Ixxxiv.  8. 

t  Dcut.  W.  15—17. 
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time  in  making  pipes  for  smoking !  Although  I 
do  not  pretend  to  know  the  particular  tenets  of 
Lutheranism,  yet  if  it  formed  part  of  them, 
that  persons  should  be  at  liberty  to  keep 
open  their  shops,  and  exercise  their  vocation  on 
the  seventh  day  of  the  week,  which  God  so 
peculiarly  styled  his  own,  and  upon  which  he  so 
expressly  declared  that  all  labour  should  be  sus- 
pended, it  appears  to  call  loudly  for  correction, 
and  most  unquestionably  does  not  correspond 
with  the  Protestant  principles  acted  upon  in  our 
own  country. 

We  set  out  next  morning  at  four  o'clock,  and 
with  most  shabby-looking  cattle.  The  postilion 
was  decked  out  in  a  large  black  hat,  glazed,  with 
the  Prussian  arms  in  front,  a  stripe  of  orange- 
colour  round  it,  long  blue  coat,  with  collar  aod 
cuffs  of  a  similar  colour,  a  winding-horn  over  his 
right  shoulder,  and  a  pipe  in  his  mouth —  offering 
not  the  slightest  apology  for  thus  incensing  us» 
although  the  smoke  kept  blowing  into  the  car- 
riage. For  a  short  time  we  passed  along  the 
banks  of  a  river,  when  the  road  struck  through 
a  wood  of  birch  and  pine,  and  along  a  heath, 
where  we  found  ourselves  in  the  same  dreary 
tract  of  sand  as  before.  Mile-stones  of  a  pyra- 
midal  form  began  to  appear  five  miles  beyond 
the  town,  and  the  quarters  of  miles  are  marked 
on  the  pedestals  on  which  they  are  erected. 
Several  [neces  of  land  were  under  crops ;  and  it 
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appeared  surprising  to  see  any  vestige  of  vege* 
tation  on  such  a  soil,  and  where  no  manure  had 
been  laid;  as  much  so,  in  fact,  as  to  behold 
vines  springing  up  in  the  lava  of  Mount  iEtna. 
In  the  course  of  this  stage,  we  fell  in  with 
two  Jews,  travelling  in  a  vehicle  as  remarkable 
for  its  singularity  as  its  wretchedness,  it  being 
similar  to  a  low  shattered  or  ricketty  cart,  with 
extremely  small  wheels,  and  a  roof  like  a  basket, 
covered  with  coarse  cloth,  and  drawn  by  a 
most  feeble  rosinante,  only  harnessed  about  the 
neck  and  breast  with  a  kind  of  hoop  connected 
with  the  extremity  of  the  shafbs.  Their  long 
black  beards,  and  grim  and  savage  figures  muf- 
fled up  in  black  cloaks,  gave  them  the  appear- 
ance of  leaders  of  a  band  of  robbers.  We  found 
tliey  had  been  travelling  from  Warsaw,  and  had 
been  nearly  a  month  on  the  road.  Prudence 
had  most  probably  suggested  the  adoption  of  this 
miserable  equipage,  as  being  less  likely  to  attract 
ihe  cupidity  of  plunderers.  At  this  place  the 
stork,  and  numerous  flocks  of  partridges,  were 
seen  running  familiarly  about  the  road. 
'  About  nine  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Perleberg, 
where,  at  entering,  the  driver  played  on  his  horn, 
and  by  his  air  and  gesture  appeared  to  couit 
applause.  This  is  a  small  town,  with  a  very 
antique  church.  It  consists  of  1550  inhabitants, 
and  upwards  of  ^00  houses.  In  the  principal 
square  stands  a  colossal  statue  of  Roland,  with 
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an  inscription,  showing  it  to  have  been  erected 
in  1546,  out  of  gratitude  for  the  various  acts  of 
benevolence  he  had  rendered  the  country,  A 
box  is  placed  on  the  table  of  the  inn  to  receive 
ofierings  for  the  poor. 

On  quitting  this  place,  We  found  the  country 
still  sandy,  yet  the  inclosures  and  their  luxuriant 
crops  was  a  truly  cheering  sight  after  the  mono- 
tonous, unindosed,  and  dreary  tract  we  had 
hitherto  traversed.  We  now  reached  Kletzke, 
where  the  numerous  storks  perched  on  the 
tops  of  houses,  with  large  nests  of  dry  twigs 
of  trees,  presented  a  singular  spectacle ;  and 
this  species  of  the  feathered  tribe  seem  to 
be  under  no  apprehension  of  being  dislodged 
from  their  situation.  Their  nests  are  occu« 
pied  only  during  the  summer-season,  for  simi- 
lar to  swallows,  they  are  migratory,  and  when 
the  cold  weather  sets  in,  take  their  departure  re- 
gularly for  a  warm  climate.  This  fact  has  been 
established  from  the  earliest  period,  and  has  been 
particularly  alluded  to  in  an  observation  by  one 
of  the  prophets.  *  Although,  under  the  Mosaic 
dispensation,  they  are  ranked  as  unclean,  yet 
they  are  supposed  to  be  unrivalled  for  qualities 
of  an  amiable  nature,  and  may  be  considered 
as  domestic  birds.  No  ofience  is  offered  to  them ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  their  visits  are  courted  by  the 
natives  here,  and  they  are  as  familiar  as  sparrows, 

*  Jer.  viii.  7. 
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as  is  confirmed  by  holy  writ  Bustle  is  dunned 
by  them,  particularly  of  towns,  and' they  utter  a 
noise  similar  to  that  of  a  watchman's  rattle  when 
heard  at  a  distance. 

In  Egypt  and  Asia  I  found  this  bird  an  object 
of  peculiar  veneration,  since  thfey  are  con- 
sidered as  of  good  omen  wherever  they  build ; 
and  it  was  a  breach  of  policy  to  kill  them,, for 
the  disciples  of  Mahomet  are  inclined  to  believe, 
that  after  death  the  human  soul  enters  into 
these  birds,  I  remarked,  also,  that  they  were 
protected  in  Holland.  In  some  countries, 
too,  asylums  are  actually  founded  for  them 
when  they  arrive  at  an  advanced  age.  There 
is  one,  in  particular,  at  Fez^  where  funds  have 
been  bequeathed  by  benevolent  individuals,  for 
nursing  both  them  and  cranes,  and  also  for 
burying  them. 

On  leaving  Kletzke  we  had  a  postilion,  who, 
besides  other  singularities  of  costume,  wore  an 
orange  sash  round  his  body,  and  a  yellow  strap 
round  bis  left  arm.  This  dress,  we  found,  is  fur- 
nished  every  three  years  by  government.  At 
another  stage  we  had  three  horses  yoked  a-breast, 
and  shod  only  on  their  fore-feet. 

After  passing  a  chateau,  about  a  mile  beyond, 
the  road  proceeded  through  woods  and  heath, 
over  a  flat  territory.  Each  side  of  it  was  planted 
with  birch  trees,  which  abound  in  this  country. 
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The  di&teaaxy  which  bow  began  to  be  toleiaUy 
niamerous,  are  all  clumsy,  uncouth-looking  struc- 
tures, the  very  reverse  of  our  English  villas,  and 
have  a  kind  of'  steeple^like  turret  on  their  roofs, 
which,  at  first  sight,  gives  them  somewhat  the 
appearance  of  churches.  At  Kuritz,  a  place 
containing  about  SOOO  inhabitants,  where  we 
now  arrived,  a  troop  of  the  landwehr,  or  militia, 
were  in  training  on  a  contiguous  common.  At 
the  time  we  alighted  the  place  was  crowded,  in 
consequence  of  a  fair  held  for  the  sale  of  cattle. 
Horses  sold  at  an  astonishingly  cheap  price ;  and 
among  the  hundreds  we  saw,  not  one  had  a  shoe 
on  its  feet.  The  first  view  of  military  stationed 
in  a  Prussian  town  we  had  here.  The  grotesque 
and  extraordinary  groups  we  beheld  in  the  streets 
would  have  formed  admirable  subjects  for  the 
pencil  ofWilkie,  the  imitative  powers  of  Mathews, 
or  the  drollery  of  Listen.  The  men  wore  blue 
coats  nearly  to  the  heels,  with  enormous  wide 
boots,  and  the  face  almost  covered  with  their 
hats.  Females  have  bonnets  of  oil-skin,  deep 
in  front,  and  edged  with  black  fringe :  these  are 
well  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
face  from  either  the  sun  or  rain,  and  they  are 
also  made  to  lie  on  the  back  and  shoulders  like 
a  large  cabbage-leaf^  to  throw  off  the  wet.  It  is 
impossible  to  describe  all  the  odd  costumes  of 
the  country  bumpkins  we  met ;  but  it  may  in 
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general  be  observed^  that  each  district  is, most 
tenacioua  in  retaining  its  peculiar  cqatuniey  and 
handing  it  down  to  succeeding  generations. 

On  pursuing  the  journey,  after  having  had 
our  patience  exhausted  by  the  excessive  length 
of  time  taken  to  change  horses,  we  saw  numerous 
flocks  of  9heep  in  every  direction,  and  found  the 
shepherds  engaged,  not  in  the  pastoral  employ* 
ment  of  weaving  garlands,  but  in  the  more  useful 
one  of  knitting  stockings.  Churches^  too,  pre^^ 
sented  themselves  oftener  than  they  had  hitherto 
done,  and.  tlie  steeples  of  all  of  them  were  of 
different  form.  After  proceeding  through  a 
very  long  avenue,  we  reached  Fehrbellin  just  at 
sun-set,  having  travelled  this  day  seventy  miles 
in  seventeen  hours,  halting  only  to  breakfast. 

This  town  contains  140  houses,  and  500  inha- 
bitants, and  may  claim  some  distinction,  from  an 
important  action  having  been  fought  in  the 
neighbourhood  nearly  two  centuries  ago*  A 
short  distance  from  it,  on  the  side  of  the  road,  is 
a  monument,  which  forces  itself  on  the  eye  of 
every  traveller,  erected  to  hand  down  to  future 
ages  a  sanguinary  contest  which  took  place  be* 
tween  the  Prussians  and  Swedes  on  the  18th  of 
June,  167^*  The  latter  had  taken  this  elevated 
position,  when  they  were  attacked  by  the  enemy, 
who  sprung  from  a  wood  on  the  same  side  of  the 
road,  about  two  miles  distant;  the  Prussians 
chased  them  into  a  hollow  on  the  other  side  of 
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it>  when  a  dreadful  engagemeat  took  place,  which 
ended  in  victory  being  proclaimed  in  favour  of 
the  Prussians.  Many  skeletotis  of  horses  were 
a  short  time  ago  discovered  here.  This  monu* 
ment  is  on  a  pedestal  five  feet  square,  with  an 
inscription  on  each  side,  and  is  surmounted  by 
an  urn.  Cannons  in  a  sdoping  position  are 
placed  at  each  comer  of  a  plot  of  ground,  in  the 
centre  of  which  it  stands.  The  owner  of  the 
property  receives  annually  from  government  a 
sum  of  money  as  a  donation.  This  monument 
could  not  be  viewed  without  recollecting  those 
which  have  been  erected  to  the  distinguished 
heroes  who  fell  at  the  memorable  battle  of 

Waterloo.    We  were  the  more  led  into  this  train 

« 

of  contemplation  by  the  striking  similarity  of  the 
field,  woods,  and  houses,  with  those  of  Waterloo. 
Soon  after  this  we  beheld  the  river  Raien, 
which  runs  into  the  Elbe,  and  in  the  course  of 
this  route  perceived  many  water-mills;  but 
they  were  far  exceeded  in  number  by  the  wind- 
mills, which  appear  at  very  short  distances  from 
each  other.  In  addition  to  these  signs  of  indus- 
try, the  peasantry  and  their  children  exhibited 
the  ruddy  bloom  of  health,  and  considerable 
neatness  of  attire ;  and  they  may  certainly  be 
adduced  as  favourable  examples  of  the  beneficial 
efifects  arising  from  healthful  exercise,  and  sim- 
ple habits  of  life.  Rarely  did  we  meet  with  a 
sickly-looking  countenance,  or  one  showing  any 
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marks  of  intemperance.  Whatever  bacchana- 
lians may  sing  or  say  in  praise  of  their  favourite 
beverage,  and  the  temporary  excitement  it 
causes,  it  is  certain  that  moderation  in  this 
respect,  and  simplicity  of  diet,  are  more  condu- 
cive to  health  than  favourable  to  the  faculty.  I 
was  once  acquainted  with  an  individual,  who,  at 
an  early  period  of  his  life,  had  been  much  addicted 
to  the  habit  of  indulging  freely  with  the  bottle^ 
So  much  so  as  thereby  to  injure  his  finances: 
but  once,  when  reason  returned,  he  listened  to 
its  warning  voice,  and  formed  a  resolution  not  to 
taste  any  other  liquid  than  water.  Nothing 
would  induce  him  to  transgress  this  resolution, 
although  he  entertained  numerous  guests.  He 
lived  afVerwards  fifiy  years,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty,  one  of  the  most  healthy,  fresh^  and 
cheerful  men  I  ever  met  with. 

In  the  centre  of  one  part  of  the  road  a  board 
was  put  up,  directing  travellers,  in  case  of  rain, 
to  keep  to  one  ^de  of  it  It  is  singular  tha^  in 
the  line  of  communication  between  two  great 
cities,  so  few  loaded  carts  or  carriages  are  to 
be  met  with,  not  so  many,  in  fact,  as  in  some  of 
the  least  frequented  parts  of  England.  Yet  one 
thing  which  struck  us  as  very  remarkable,  was 
the  number  of  young  men  we  met,  tnidging 
along  with  heavy  packages  or  portmanteaus  on 
their  backs.  These  are  mechanics  who,  accord- 
ing to  an  enactment  to  that  purpose,  are  obliged. 
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on  the  expiration  of  their  apprenticeship,  to 
**  wander*'  or  travel  from  town  to  town  three 
years,  before  they  can  set  up  in  business  for  them- 
selves :  each  carries  a  book,  in  which  his  route 
is  noted  down,  and  serves  as  a  kind  of  passport. 
Should  they  meet  with  no  employment,  they 
shift  their  ground,  and  the  magistrate  furnishes 
them  witii  subsistence-money,  which  enables 
them  thus  to  proceed  to  another  quarter. 
This  travelling,  it  is  ^most  unnecessary  to 
add,  not  only  contribates  to  health,  but 
gives  them  a  knowledge  of  the  cmmtry,  and 
enables  them  to  acquire  much  information.  It 
must  be  confessed,  however,  that  such  a  regula- 
tion appears  not  only  to  be  very  harsh  and  arbi- 
trary, but  to  favour  vagabondising  more  than  is 
altogether  prudent.  In  one  place  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  observing  a  very  curious  optical 
phenomenon :  an  immense  lake  or  sea,  studded 
with  islands,  and  presenting  a  most  refreshing 
and  delightful  view,  seemed  to  be  stretched  out 
before  us,  but  it  proved  to  be  only  a  species  of 
mirage^  similar  to  that  I  had  seen  in  the  deserts 
of  Egypt  This  supposed  water  deceives  also 
the  feathered  tribe,  for  swallows  skim  along  it: 
it  is  a  most  singular  and  tantalising  illusion, 
which  vanishes  when  you  approach  it,  and  may, 
in  all  probability,  be  that  which  has  been  alluded 
to  by  the  inspired  writers.  • 

.  *  Isa.  XXXV.  7.    Jer.  xv.  18. 
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The  tiresome  road  of  sand  still  continued^ 
with  the  willow-tree  planted  on  each  side  of  it 
with  studied  regularity,  and  we  passed  some  ex- 
tensive  commons.  On  entering  the  village  of 
Creramen  to  breakfast,  the  driver,  knowing  I  was 
an  Englishman,  and  in  hopes  I  should  pay  the 
piper,  played  "  God  save  the  King." 

In  many  of  the  fields  we  observed  a  plan 
adopted  to  prevent  stacks  of  hay  being  car- 
ried off  by  the  wind :  this  consists  in  first  fixing 
firmly  into  the  ground  a  high  pole,  placing 
the  hay  round  it,  and  attaching  straw-ropes  to 
the  top  of  it,  so  that  they  may  spread  over,  and 
be  tightened  round  the  bottom.  The  carts  hjgre 
are  of  the  most  clumsy  construction,  being  of 
great  length,  and  sloping  towards  the  horse,^  so 
that  when  loaded,  they  tlirow  a  great  weight  on 
the  animal.  They  are  formed  of  pieces  of  wood 
five  feet  long,  which  are  fixed  at  each  end,  and 
sliding  boards  are  introduced  as  sides.  Some- 
times the  cart  consists  merely  of  two  poles,  with 
two  cross  pieces  of  wood.  In  front  of  many 
of  the  houses  were  boards,  with  the  number  of 
the  regimentof  militia  under  which  the  residents 
h£id  been  classed.  We  arrived  at  Henningsdor^ 
where  the  mode  of  erecting  monuments  is  to 
fix  a  pole  in  the  ground  four  feet  in  height,  with 
a  board  at  top  painted  white,  on  which  is  an  in- 
scription in  black  letters* 

Leaving  this  place,  we  passed  a  bridge  over 
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the  river  Havel,  navigable  to  Berlin  for  small 
craft.  At  the  end  of  it  is  a  toll-gate,  where  it 
is  not  the  custom  for  the  ke^er  to  come  out, 
but  the  money  is  put  into  a  net-bag  £istened  to 
a  stick,  and  so  drawn  in  at  the  window.  These 
barriers  are  formed  in  a  simple  manner,  com« 
pared  with  the  expensive  gates  in  our  country. 
For  example,  the  house  stands  on  one  side  of 
the  road,  and  opposite  to  it  is  a  heavy  block  of 
wood,  about  four  feet  fixed  in  the  ground :  a 
high  pole  is  fixed  into  the  top  of  this,  about  three 
feet  high,  which  is  secured  at  one  end  by  an  iron 
pin  or  bolt,  which  is,  of  course,  very  weighty,  and 
from  thence  to  the  other  extremity  of  it,  tapers 
gradually  to .  the  point.  On  the  top  of  this 
is  attached  a  cord,  and  sometimes  a  chain,  to 
draw  it  down ;  so  that  when  the  chain  is  loosened, 
the^  weight  at  the  extremity  occasions  it  to  pull 
up,  and  remain  in  an  upright  position.  The 
end  of  this  chain  is  carried  through  an 
aperture  of  the  wall,  both  to  keep  it  in  a 
greater  state  of  security,  and  to  enable  the 
keeper  to  open  and  shut  the  barrier  without  stir- 
ring out  of  the  house.  In  the  Prussian  states 
these  gates  are  painted  in  white  and  black 
stripes  alternately.  The  toilsome  tract  of  sand 
still  continued,  and  we  were  dragged  along  at 
the  very  slowest  pace.  In  many  parts  were  neat 
white  cottages,  which  bore  a  strong  resemblance 
to  those  about  Stockholm.     A  discharge  of  ar- 
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tillery  during  a  review  appeared  to  announce 
we  were  now  approaching  the  capital.  We  passed 
a  second  barrier,  and  rejoiced  on  finding,  at  last, 
the  termination  of  the  sandy  tract,  and  now 
proceeded  along  a  regular  road  formed  on  the 
Macadamising  system,  the  first  we  had  seen  since 
we  left  Hambuigh :  —  this  is  the  road  which  it  is 
proposed  to  make  to  Mecklenburg.  It  will  then 
be  Ae  interest  of  the  Duke  to  continue  it  to  the 
Hamburgh  territory,  and  of*  that  city  to  extend 
to  its  own  gates.  Each  German  mile,  which  is 
equal  to  five  English,  will,  it  is  said,  cost  400/. 
The  great  expense  arises  from  the  want  of  ma- 
terials, there  being  no  stone  quarries ;  yet  huge 
stones  of  granite  may  be  found  scattered  over 
the  fields,  and  by  the  side  of  the  roads,  which 
may  be  turned  to  account  for  such  a  purpose. 
These  actually  seem  to  have  been  rained*,  or 
rather  thrown  up  by  some  violent  convulsion  of 
nature.  From  their  appearance  and  depth  in  the 
ground,  one  would  imagine  that  they  must  have 
remained  since  the  Deluge.  Some  of  them  are  of 
most  enormous  magnitude,  and  great  exertions 

*  Doubtful  as  this  may  at  first  sight  appear,  a  Philadelphia 
paper  has  mentioned  that  on  the  26th  of  May,  1825,  a  spit- 
ting  of  stones  took  place  at  Nashville,  which  ended  in  a 
regular  shower.  Several  sunk  twelve  inches  into  the  earth, 
weighed  11^  lbs.,  and  this  phenomenon  was  accompanied 
by  a  noise  resembling  that  of  the  firing  of  cannon  or  muskets 
by  platoons,  and  beating  of  drums ;  and,  it  is  added,  this  is 
quite  a  common  occurrence. 
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were  making  to  digabout  them  and  then  blow  them 
with  gunpowder,  and  break  them^  in  order  to  lay 
down  at  the  sides  of  the  road.  Thus  a  double  ad- 
vantage is  derived ;  for  not  only  are  excellent 
materials  furnished  to  make  a  road,  but  the  fields 
are  cleared  of  the  stones,  and  can  be  ploughed  up 
without  interruption,  which  had  hitherto  been 
altogether  impracticable;  property^  too,  is  conse- 
quently enhanced  in  value. 

At  the  distance  of  three  miles  a  view  of 
Berlin  presented  itself  with  its  spires  and  wind- 
mills ;  and  after  passing  a  barrier,  where  it  is 
singular  that  no  offer  was  made  to  search  our 
baggage,  we  were  set  down  at  a  hotel  in  the 
Linden-Street ;  and  on  entering  it,  the  passports 
were  demanded,  and  our  names  and  <<  charac- 
ter'^ entered  in  a  book,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
communicated  to  the  potice. 
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•  Taxes. — Poliee. — Prisons. —  Punishments.-^Iname  qfthe 
;..  King  and  family.  —  Revenues  of  the  stdte.  —  Post-office.  «— 
Orders  of  merit Hotels.  —  Wool  fair.  —  Royal  foundery* 

—  Manufactures.  —  Hatred  against  Jhe  French.  —  Letter 
Jrom  the  King  to  the  author  on  presenting  a  toork.  '• — Public 

fvalks.  —  Charhttenberg.  —  Tomb  of  the  Queen.  —  King's 
second  marriage.'^  Gardens. — Palace  of  Bdlevue.^—Na^ 
iional  monument.  —  Anecdotes. 

Berlin  may  justly  be  considered  the  most 
beautiful  and  interesting  city  in  this  part  of  Eu- 
rope, its  general  appearance  being  grand  and 
imposing.  It  stands  on  the  river  Spree,  may  be 
calculated  to  be  about  fourteen  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  to  contain  a  population  of  upwards 
of  200,000  inhabitants.  Within  these  few  years  it 
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has  considerably  increased,  and  there  are  a  num* 
ber  of  buildings  now  erecting  in  the  environs, 
besides  several  very  splendid  edifices  that  are 
actually  in  progress,  which  will  contribute  greatly 
to  the  embellishtnent  of  the  city.  Berlin  has  fif- 
teen gates  and  is  surrounded  by  walls  and  palli'* 
sades.  The  streets  are,  in  general,  both  straight 
and  wide,  and  of  a  considerable  length  :  some  of 
them  exceed  in  width  those  of  almost  every  other 
capital  I  have  seen ;  and  there  are  likewise  several 
spacious  squares.  The  river,  which  is  ha*e  navi- 
gable for  small  vessels,  runs  through  the  streets, 
and  hence  the  latter  bear  some  resemblance  to 
those  in  the  Dutch  towns,  particularly  as  trees  are 
planted  before  the  houses.  There  being  n6 
regulations  for  building,  some  of  the  houses 
are  lofty,  others  low,  and  of  different  forms  and 
dimensions.  The  soil  is  dry,  and  absorbs  the 
rains,  however  heavy  j  but  the  clouds  of  dust 
during  summer  are  as  offensive  to  the  eye^  as  to 
the  organs  of  respiration.  About  one  half  of  the 
year  the  air  is  piercing,  in  autumn  wet,  and  in  the 
winter  severe.  Although  the  houses  are  con- 
structed of  brick,  they  i^re  stuccoed  in  so  excel- 
lent a  manner  as  to  resemble  stone;  indeed 
it  requires  a  skilful  eye  to  detect  the  imita- 
tion ;  and  so  many  of  them  are  embellished  with 
columns  and  other  architectural  ornaments,  as 
to  produce  a  fine  effect  In  this  respect  the 
streets  of  Berlin  may  be  compared  with  our  Re- 
volt. I.  F 
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gen1>street    and  Pall  Mall  East,    in  London; 
Yet  one  thing,  that  does  not  indicate  the  best 
taste,  is,  that  the  exterior  of  many  of  the  houses 
is  painted,  not  of  a  stone  colour,  but  green  and 
yellow,  or  red  and  blue,  &c. ;  the  effect  of  which 
is  more  bizarre  and  gay  than  pleasing.     Many 
of  them  have  reflecting  glasses  on  the  outside, 
after  the  Dutch  mode,  to  enable  the  inmates  to 
see  the  objects  in  the  streets  without  opening 
the  windows,  and  the  latter  have  also  canvass 
blinds  projecting  on  the  outside.   Yet,  amidst  all 
this  show  and  splendour,  the  Berliners  have  ne- 
glected to  provide  themselves  with  what  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  a  great  city,  or  indeed  any 
town  —  we  mean  a  common  shore ;  instead  of 
which,  the  water  and  filth  are  allowed  to  stagnate 
in  the  gutters,  so  as  to  occasion  a  most  offensive 
stench.     In  fact,  this  nuisance  is,  at  times,  so 
abominable,  that  it  is  impossible  to  keep  a  win* 
dow  open,  without  being  nearly  suffocated  by 
the  disgusting  odour.     What,  too,  is  very  extras 
ordinary,  the  gutters,  thus  loaded  with  filth,  ^^ 
opposite  to  the  houses  of  the  nobility  and  persons 
of  distinction,    with  merely  a  cover  of  ^^^ 
thrown  over  them  to  screen  the  offensive  vie^* 
Custom  may  undoubtedly  recoticile  people  /^ 
much  that  is  at  first  disagreeable  •  yet  it  is  ^' 
cult  to  conceive  how  it  can   invireany  p^^P   , 
calling  themselves   civilised,     to     such   pl^y^  . 
abominations,   and  to  what    is     actually   P'^^J^' 
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dicial  to  health.  How.  is.it  possible  to  enjoy 
the  splendour  of.  architecture,  while  the  sense  of 
smelling  is  so.  nauseously  offended  ?.  one  might 
almost  as.  easily  endure  to  eat  carrion,  if  it  were 
served  up  on  gold  plate.  Surejy  the.  govern- 
ment, should  get: rid  of  such  a  disgraceful  nui- 
sance, in.  the.  cs^ntalyV which,  we  are  persuaded, 
Hajk  met  with  the  reprobation  of  all  travellers. 
'  In  front  of:  most  of  the  houses  of  the  first 
class,  the  entrance  has  a  gentle,  ascent,  ..with 
massy  railings.  These  are  extremely  awkward,  a 
most  glaring  encroachment  on  the  footpath,,  and 
a  ^eat  interruption  to  passengers ;  and  their  re- 
moval .wpuld  contribute  to  the  beauty  of  the 
streets.  Many  of  the  principal  edifices  are  lofty 
and  extensive.  The  houses  contain  an  extraordi- 
nary number  of  windows,  some  of  which  are  made 
double  in  order  the  more  completely  to  exclude 
the  winter  blasts.  One  of  the  most  pleasant  si- 
tuations to  reside  in  is  what  is  called  Unter  d^n 
Linden,  running  from  east  to  west,  which  is  always 
resorted  to  as  a  fashionable  promenade,  and  is  to 
Berlin  what  the  Prado  is  to  Madrid,  or  the  Prater 
to  Vienna.  This  is  abput  a  mile  in  length,  and 
of  great  breadth.  In  the  centre  is  a  walk  sixty  feet 
briKul,  ornamented  with  trees  and  seats.  Houses 
are  buUt  on  each  side,  and  between  these  and  the 
walk  is  a:  space  for  carriages.  This  promenade  is 
crowded  with  all  ranks  and  ages,  especially  dur- 
ing the  evening,  when  numerous  loungers  are  to 
F  2 
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be  seen  on  the  benches ;  and  during  the  heat  of 
day  it  is  a  cool  and  agreeable  retreat  There  is 
a  constant  bustle  in  the  Mall,  and  carriages  are 
rattling  to  and  fro  continually.  At  one  end  of 
it  to  the  west,  is  the  celebrated  Brandenburg 
Gate,  a  most  magnificent  portal  or  propykeum^ 
consisting  of  massive  columns  of  the  Grecian 
Doric  order,  through  the  intervals  between  which 
is  seen  the  Thier-garten,  or  Park.  This  fine 
piece  of  architecture,  which  is  probably  inferior 
to  no  structure  of  the  kind  in  Europe,  forms  a 
most  noble  termination  to  the  Linden  walk. 

The  house  of  Earl  Clanwilliam,  the  British 
Minister,  is  situated  to  the  right  of  it,  with  an 
extensive  garden ;  and  opposite  to  this  is  that 
which  was  the  residence  of  Prince  Blucher.  At 
the  other  extremity  is  the  Royal  Bridge,  and 
many  noble  buildings  connected  with  the  military 
and  academical  institutions :  this  bridge  is  made 
partly  to  draw  up  to  admit  vessels.  From  the 
river  is  a  canal  to  the  Oder  on  the  east^  and  an* 
other  to  the  Elbe  on  the  west  side. 

With  regard  to  the  public  buildings,  some  of 
them  are  on  an  imposing  scale  of  grandeur,  and 
strike  a  traveller  as  peculiarly  magnificent  It 
may  be  in  general  remarked,  tiiBt  great  luxury  is 
displayed  here  in  edifices,  furniture,  decorations^ 
and  ornaments.  Among  the  principal  structures 
may  be  classed  the  Royal  Palace,  a  short  distance 
beyond  the  bridge,  of  a  quadrangular  form,  and 
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covering  a  great  extent  of  ground.    It  is  about 
300  feet  wide,  upwards  of  100  feet  in  height, 
and  one  part  of  it  fronts  a  garden  formerly  used 
for  exercising  troops,  where  is  a  statue  erected 
to  the  memory  of  Prince  Dessau,  who  organised 
the  Prussian  infantry.  Another  side  looks  towards 
the  Spree  ;  and  a  third  to  an  area  or  square,  and 
to  the  bridge  over  the  river,  connecting  old  and 
new  Berlin.     In  the  centre  of  this  bridge  is  a 
colossal  equestrian  statue  in  bronze  of  the  great 
elector  Frederick,  which  weighs  3000  cwt.  and 
was  erected  by  his  son  in  1703.      This  has 
been  extoUed    for  the  majestic  character  the 
artist  has  invested  the  elector  with :  so  far  indeed 
as  regards  mere  execution,  it  deserves  praise; 
but  it  is  not  that  memorial  a  prince  would  wish 
erected,  for  the  figures  of  slaves  introduced  are 
fitter  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  a  despot  than 
a  christian  ruler.     Over  the  the  principal  gate- 
ways to  the  court,   which   is  very  noble,    are 
lofty  columns  resting  on  high  pedestals,  orna- 
mented with  a  variety  of  devices.     Among  ihe 
inscriptions  over  some  of  these  is  the  following^ 
which  had  just  undergone  great  repair : — 

**  HOC  SVIS  FRBDERICUS." 

Strange,  however,  to  say,  directly  opposite  to 
one  of  the  entrances  to  the  palace  stands  a  flour- 
mill,  which  is  permitted  to  offend  not  only  the 
eye,  but  disturb  the  ear  by  the  noise  its  ma- 
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chinery  occasions.  Foreigners  frequently  re^ 
proach  us  with  our  want  of  taste,  but  an 
Englishman  may  more  often  retort  upon  them 
with  greater  justice;  for  it  rarely  happens  but  that, 
in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  splendour,  there  is 
something  to  shock  the  eye  —  some  violation  of 
propriety  and  decorum  —  some  disgusting  slo- 
venliness, or  some  singular  infelicity  of  tact 
The  abominations  of  the  kennels  in  the  streets  . 
have  already  been  mentioned,  and  other,  though 
less  disgusting,  incongruities  perpetually  occur. 
But  to  return  to  the  palace.  The  apartments 
amount  to  about  500 ;  it  would  therefore  be  te- 
dious to  describe  mmutely  the  endless  variety  of 
objects  of  curiosity  that  here  present  themselves* 
Among  those,  however,  which  ought  to  be  men- 
tioned, is  the  chapel,  which  isadorned  with  twelve 
columns  of  red  marble.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  set 
apart  for  acts  of.  devotion  ;  but  these  must  be  of 
the  most  pri^temature,  since  there  was  not  to  be 
seen  either  piilpit^!  desk,  seats,  or.any  thing  indi- 
cating apkice.of.wonhip.  In  a  state-room  oc-^ 
cupied  by  the  King  of :  Prussia  is  a  throne  and 
splendid :  chanddlier,  the  gift  of  the .  Prince 
Regent  of  England,  which  bears  a  con- 
siderable resemblance  to  '  the  beautiful  one 
which  was  at  Carlton-House.  *    The  great  ban- 

*  It  is  related,  that  at  one  of  the  royal  marriages  in  Eng- 
land, when  Her  Majesty  Queen  Charlotte  sat  near  it,  the 
reflection  was  so  powerful,  from  the  profusion  of  costly  dia« 
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queting  hall  contains  a  variety  of  silver  arti* 
cles,  and  about  twenty  jugs  of  various  sizes, 
of  silver,  on  which  are  medallions  of  the  dif^ 
ferent  sovereigns.  One  of  these  is  four  feet  in 
height,  and  of  such  ample  circumference,  that 
when  a  person  clasps  it,  he  cannot  make  his 
fingers  meet  The  ceiling  is  ornamented  with 
paintings ;  and  there  is  a  gallery  for  music,  which 
is  gilded^  but  was  formerly  of  massive  silver. 
In  an  adjoining  room  is  a  poitrait  of  Blucher, 
with  the  hat  worn  by  Bonaparte  at  his  feet,  and 
bis.  mantle  laid  on  a  gun  ;  and  that  of  the  king, 
as  he  appeared  in  the  Place  Louis  XV I.,  at  the 
triumphal  entry  of  the  allies  to  Paris. 

We  were  now  conducted  to  the  picture  gal- 
lery, which  is  extensive :  at  the  end  stands  a 
cast  of  the  Apollo  Belvidere,  by  Vandyke. 
Among  the  pictures  is  a  portrait  of  Charles  I. 
by  this  artist,  and  several  fine  productions  ci 
Rubens,  Rembrandt,  and  other  first-rate  mas- 
ters. Several  of  these  had  been  carried  by 
Bonaparte  to  Paris,  and  since  restored.  One 
large  picture,  by  David,  represented  the  usurper 
on  his  favourite  horse*,  in  the  act  of  scaling  the 
Alps ;  but  since  I  had  seen  it  in  the  Louvre,  the 


mondfl  she  wore  on  the  occasion^  that  Her  Majesty  could 
not  be  looked  upon  by  any  one  without  their  eyes  being, 
severely  afiected. 
•  This  animal  £ed  July  SO.  1826. 
F  4 
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eobura  bud  greatly  &ded.  Maoy  artiste  were 
occupicid  here  in  making  copies.  Passing 
through  several  rooms  decorated  with  paintings, 
we  now  entered  a  spacious  hall,  where  hangs  the 
portrait  of  the  present  King,  for  which  he  sat  at 
Verona  during  the  congress  ;  also  those  of  his 
father  and  predecessors,  his  late  lamented  con- 
sort, and  the  Queen  of  Holland,  his  sister ;  and 
.eight  colossal  statues  of  the  former  monarchs 
are  arranged  under  the  pictures.  We  afterwards 
visited  another  apartment  full  of  paintings, 
which  had  been  also  returned  as  spoil  that  had 
been  carried  off  by  the  French.  One  inter- 
esting painting  may  be  particularly  noticed,  of 
Frederick  the  Great  sleeping  in  a  church  on 
straw,  whither  he  had  retired  attended  by  two  of 
his  ^nerals^  There  is  also  a  full-length  painting 
of  Luther,  which  the  visitor  should  not  fiul  to 
observe. 

In  the  royal  library  the  only  English  books  I 
perceived  were  Tillotson's  sermons.  There  is  a 
suite  of  apartments  which  had  been  occupied  by 
Bonaparte,  Savary,  and  Bertrand,  and  these 
appeared  to  be  the  best  of  all ;  indeed  in  eveiy 
town  I  have  visited,  which  he  had  taken  pos- 
session of,  I  uniformly  found  Napoleon  took  most 
special  care  to  plant  himself  and  his  satellites 
in  the  most  superb  apartments  that  could 
possibly  be  selected.  In  one  room  is  an  elegant 
circular  table  of  the  finest  mahogauy,  presented 


to  the  King  by  the  late  Duke  of  York.  The 
floors  are  of  beautiful  wood»  with  represent- 
ations of  baskets  of  flowersi  and  other  ingenious 
devices.  Under  a  dock  is  a  representation  of 
all  the  battles  fought  by  Bonaparte*  The  coat 
and  hat  worn  by  him  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo 
are  shown ;  but  these  kinds  of  soi^disant  reUcs 
are  always  to  be  regarded  with  a  degree  of  sus- 
picion»  there  being  nothing  to  identify  them }  and 
they  frequently  multiply  so  miraculously^  as  to 
make  very  great  demands  on  creduli^,  like  the 
pretended  pieces  of  the  real  cro»^  whichji  if  the 
fragments  shown  of  it  be  all  genuine^  must  have 
contained  more  timber  than  a  first-rate  man  of 
war.  After  all,  the  spectator  in  these  cases 
can  have  no  assurance  that  the  article  exhibited 
is  actually  what  it  is  asserted  to  be,  although 
there  is  a  possibility  of  its  being  so.  Where  for- 
gery is  so  easy,  and  the  thing  itself  has  nothing  to 
(listiiiguish  it  from  a  thousand  others  of  the  same 
kind,  a  little  scepticism  is  pardonable*  As  to 
the  cross,  it  may  be  questioned  whether,  if  some 
of  the  fragments  were  compared  together,  they 
would  be  found  to  be  of  ihe  same  wood ;  and  in 
that  case,  who  is  to  say  which  is  the  genuine 
relic,  or  which  the  forgery,  or  assure  us  that 
either  of  them  is  what  it  is  asserted  to  be  ? 

We  did  not  fail  to  visit  the  rooms  once  occupied 
by  the  great  Frederick,  whose  memory  is  so  in- 
tima^ly  Qonnected  with  almoat  every  part  of  his 
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capital.  The  windows  are  in  front  of  a  bridge 
thrown  over  the  Spree,  where  he  had  always 
before  his  eyes  the  statue  of  Frederick  the  First, 
which  is  a  most  striking  and  commanding  object. 
Here  are  the  portraits  of  those  who  had  enjoyed 
his  peculiar  friendship.  As  no  incident  respecting 
this  illustrious  personage  can  fail  to  be  inter- 
esting, the  following  is  here  given  as  being  cha- 
racteristic of  the  royal  philosopher :  —  Just 
after  His  Majesty  had  imposed  a  high  tax  on 
coffee,  he  perceived  a  crowd  assembled  near  the 
palace,  and  sfint  a  valet  to  enquire  the  cause. 
On  his  return,  the  domestic  made  some  hesi- 
tation to  give  his  royal  master  the  information 
required ;  but  the  King  insisting  on  being  in- 
formed, was  told  that  an  effigy  was  exhibited  in 
the  act  of  grinding  coffee.  On  asking  why  the 
mob  kept  jumping  up  so,  he  was  told  it  was 
because  the  figure  was  raised  too  high.  His 
Majesty  at  once  took  the  hint,  and  said,  "  Let  it 
be  lowered,  that  ther  people  may  see  it  more 
distinctly;"  and  from  that  time  the  duty  was 
taken  off.  This  anecdote  reminds  us  of  one 
nearly  similar  respecting  the  Empress  of  Russia, 
who  enquired  of  some  fishermen  if  they  were 
satisfied  with  their  situation.  It  was  answered 
they  should  be,  particularly  with  the  sturgeon 
fishery,  if  their  profits  had  not  been  diminished 
by  being  obliged  to  send  so  great  a  quantity 
to  her  stables.     The  hint  was  taken ;  and  the 
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subject  of  complaifit  removed, .  the  empress  rei 
marking  that  she  llras  ignorant  her  horses  ha| 
fed  upon  sturgeons. 

In  order  to  v<prei;eet  this  magnificent  palaM^ 
and  its  treasuries,  effectually  agamst  fire,  theiit  h 
an  apparatus  for  iraising  one  thousand  toiii  ff 
water,  which  can  be  put  into  ilill  action  iat  ;• 
moment  Although  this  present  King  hasinaay 
apartments  furnished  for  his.  private  sincMn^ 
modation,  yet  he  does  not  reside  here,  but  gitet 
a  decided  preference  to  a  small  edifice  otimm 
stories,  situated  in^* the  Linden  Walk;  whki  it 
in  imison  with  the :  plain  and  unostentatlQiiv 
manners  of  the  sovereign.  This  is  certnly  m 
most  unpretending' abode  for  a 'crowned  hiad; 
but  the  present  ruler  c^  Prussia  afiects.  €0cta^ 
ordinary  simplicity*  in  his  domestic  babita^  In 
an  ante^room,  leading  from  the  hail,  w«r^  taftp 
tered  standards  of  .colours  .and  ensigns  of  war, 
with  the  caps  of  soldiers  perforated  wtti  dnt 
In  the  study,  of:  the  King,  which  fioots  tke 
street,  and  is  not  more  than  ten  feet  abore  the 
ground,  there  was  a  writing^l^le,  cinKh  a  num- 
ber of. books,  mapis,  andt  several  Vcdoifes  en- 
titled ^^Xa:  Sakite<  Bible.l'^'  Otie  l<rga  map,  in 
a  frame,  i  was.  stiick)  with!  pinad  it  thbsd  parts 
relating  to  his  own.  dominions j  In  Are  suite  of 
roQrps  up  stairs  Mi^re.  a  .nnqiter  of  paintings, 
pjij»eiqpally  by  Italian:  maatari;  Some  df  these 
h^:.been  carried  offilio'  Bnis).  hut  were  now 
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restored  to  their  former  situation.  It  is  well 
known  how  affectionately  attached  His  Majesty 
is  to  the  memory  of  his  late  consort ;  and  in 
9  ^lass-case  in  this  room  is  a  figure  of  her 
in  A  sleeping  attitude.  Her  bed-room  is  still 
kept  exactly  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  her 
decease ;  and  even  two  pictures  that  were  left 
by  her  upon  a  sofa,  have  not  since  been  dis- 
placed. As  to  the  King's  own  chamber,  nothing 
can.  possibly  exceed  the  plainness  of  every 
article  of  furniture.  It  is  likewise  very  small ; 
and  the  only  ornaments  it  contains,  are  a  few 
paintings  representing  the  battle  of  Leipsic,  and 
the  entrance  of  the  allies  into  Paris,  &c.  The 
bed  is  in  a  small  recess  in  the  wall.  On  a  writ- 
ing table,  his  uniforms  were  laid  out  in  the  most 
systematical  order.  Among  the  various  curiosi- 
ties were  many  from  Herculaneum,  tripods  of 
amber,  glass  basins,  presents  from  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  paintings  of  the  present  and 
former  fimiilies,  and  a  large  one  of  the  King  on 
horsdiack. 

Opposite  to  this  palace  stands  the  arsenal,  with 
an  inscription  over  the  principal  gate.  The 
great  room  is  200  feet  in  length,  and  surrounded 
by  a  variety  of  warlike  devices  and  statues, 
which  have  an  imposing  effect  There  is  a 
quadrangular  court,  where  are  a  number  of  can- 
non taken  from  the  French.  The  upper  apart- 
ment of  this  buildii^,  which  extends  round  it; 
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forms  a  complete  araioury,  where  are  '<  shields, 
helms,  and  spears  hung  high/'.  Some  thou«f 
sands  of  stands  of  arms,  in  fhe  highest  order, 
were  arranged  in  many  itigenious  forms,,  mth 
as  monuments,  pedestals,  &c.  surmounted  by 
numerous  stands  of  French  colours.  Some  of 
these  were  almost  new,  and  made  to  overhadg 
different  parts,  as  trophies  wrested  by  the  Pnis« 
sians  from  the  troops  of  the  French  Convention 
and  Bonaparte.  On  many  were  pidnted  the  (iap 
of  liberty  and  the  words  "  Premier  Consul,'*  and 
underneath,  *^  Valeur  et  Discipline,  Loi  MiK* 
taire ;''  and  on  others,  <<  Napolton  Empereurdei 
Francois/'  Here  are  displayed  the  coloun  of 
Frederick  the  Great,  and  others,  in  a  torn  stite,' 
with  four  pieces  of  cannon  bearing  the  date 
1600.  A  writing  ^.is  put  up,  intimating  that 
those  who  enter  the  plac^  must  not  touch  any  of 
the  articles.  On  enquiring  the  amount  of  the 
stand  of  arms,  we  were  told  by  the  person  who 
showed  them,  that  he  was  prohibited  from  men- 
tioning their  number. 

Adjoining  this  building  is  a  royal  guard- 
house, which  is  a  neat  edifice  with  a  portico. 
On  each  side  of  it  are  two  colossal  statues 
in  marble,  of  Generals  Bulow  and  Schamhorst, 
with  an  inscription  in  gilt  letters,  showing  that 
they  had  been  erected  by  the  King  in  1823. 
They  are  most  prominent  objects,  and  are 
executed  by  the  same  artist  who  made  the  beau- 
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tiful  statae  of  the  Iste  Queen,  wUch  I  shall  pre* 
sently  speak  of.  Between  the  open^house  and 
palace,  and  opposite  to  these  statues,  stands  that 
of  the  illustrious  Blucher,  which  was  first  exposed 
to  public  view  on  the  18tb  of  June,  1826,  and  of 
which  a  representation  is  given  ia  the  prefixed 
plate.  This  monument  consists  of  a  bronze  statue 
of  the  hero,  nearly  12  feet  in  height,  placed  upon 
a  lofty  pedestal  fouiteen  feet  high,  on.a  rode  of 
floliAtrrl  granite.  The  Prince  is .  represented  in 
hb^Md-marshaPs  uniform,. and  appears  resting^ 
after  victory,  with  his  drawn  sword  in  his  ri^t 
fen^  and  his  left  foot  upon  a  mortar.  On  the 
ftont  of  the  pedestal  is  the  %ure  of  a  genius 
tiotding  the.foUowing  inscription : — 
';:/•••■ 

^      .  .  .    ^'.FRIEDRICH  WILHELM  III. 

>  DEM    '    ' 

FELDBIARSCHALL  JPUaSTEM  BLUCHER 
VON  WAULSTADT 
IM.  JAHRE)  1826." 

On  the  three  other  sides  of  this  pedestal  are  bas- 
reliefs,  and  the  upper  pjirt  of  the  socle'  is  like- 
wise decorated  with'  extremely  rich  ba^reliefs, 
consisting  of  a  number  of  small  figures,  ilhistra- 
tive  of  the  various  victories  achieved  by*  the  hero 
whose  fame  is  thus  recorded.  The  lo\ter  part  of 
the  socle  has,  in  front,  the  Field-marsM's  arms  ; 
on  the  two  adjoining  sides,  are  a  recumbent  and 
advancing  lion ;  and  on  the  back  )x  wreath  of 
laurel,  with  the  dates,  1813,  ISlVaiHd  1815.   The 
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ftatue  and  reliefs  are  all  cast  after  models  by 
Professor  Rauch,  and  the  architectural  composi- 
tion of  the  pedestal  was  designed  by  the  cele- 
brated  Schinkel,  to  whom  Berlin  is  indebted  for 
many  of  itsfiqest  modem  structures,  particularly 
the  new  museum,  theatre,  &c. 

The  openuhouje,  which  is  near  the  king's 
small  palace,  fronts  the  principal  street,  while 
another  side  forms  part  of  a  square.  Six  statues 
ornament  the  top  of  it ;  and  in  front  are  th^e 
words,  in  gilded  letters :  — 

«  FREDERICUS  REX  APOLI.INI  ST  UVBia 
MDCCXIIII." 

This    edifice  attracts  particular  attention,    not 
only  from  its  situation  but  extent:  it  has  a  noble 
fa9ade,  with  a  portico  of  six  columns,  and  a 
flight  of  steps  on  each  side  of  it.     The  interior 
of  the  house  is  in   the  form   of  a  horse-shoe, 
with  three  tiers  of  boxes,  supported  by  antique 
figures  in  a  stooping  attitude.    Each  of  the 
lower  boxes  contains  twelve  persons  on  a  seat. 
Thp  corridors  and  stairs  are  all  carpeted  with 
thick  cloth,  so  as  to  prevent  noise ;  and  it  would 
be  as  well  if* this  plan  were  adopted  in  our  London 
theatres :  the  box-doors  are  likewise  edged  with 
Ust,  so  as  to  prevent  that  interruption  to  the  au- 
dience, Ohccasioiied  by  slamming  them  too,  which  is 
often donevrtth more  importance  than  good-breed- 
ing. The  pit  has  three  entrances,  in  front,  and  at 
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the  rides  of  the  orchestra.  The  royal  box,  which 
is  in  the  centre  of  the  house  facing  the  stage,  is 
in  the  form  of  a  rotunda,  supported  by  gilded 
pillars,  and  hung  with  draperies.  Above  it  is 
the  crown,  and  in  front  the  royal  arms.  At  the 
time  we  visited  the  theatre,  this  box  was  occu« 
pied  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  was  in 
the  Prussian  military  uniform,  and  one  of  the 
princes.  The  domestics  of  the  King  are  per- 
mitted to  stand  in  the  rear  of  the  box,  which 
had  an  awkward  appearance.  His  Majesty  is 
said  to  be  passionately  fond  of  theatrical  enter- 
tainments, and  generally  attends  every  night  in 
a  small  box  to  the  right  of  the  stage,  studiously 
avoiding  all  publicity.  There  is  one  of  a  similar 
form  opposite  to  it  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
family.  No  notice  was  taken  of  him,  it  being 
probably  understood  that  he  wished  to  remain  m- 
cognitOf  and,  therefore,  any  salutation  on  the  part 
of  the  audience  would  have  been  a  breach  of  eti« 
quette.  After  the  performance  was  ended.  His 
Majesty  merely  looked  out  for  a  moment  to  view 
the  number  of  persons  in  the  house.  In  Den- 
mark, on  the  contrary,  when  the  sovereign  rises 
at  the  theatre,  all  the  spectators  likewise  get  up 
simultaneously;  and  when  he  resumes  his  seat, 
they  sit  down.  The  musical  strength  of  the 
company  is  very  great,  there  being  no  fewer 
than  fifty  performers.  The  piece  we  saw  was  the 
opera  of  "  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England  ;*'  and, 
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strange  to  say,  our  virgin  queen  was  represented 
fay  an  extremely  short  and  corpulent  actress, 
which  must  be  aUowed  to  be  not  only  contrary 
to  historical  truth,  but  a  strange  disregard  of 
biensSance.  It  was  well  for  the  people  of  Beriin 
that  Her  Majesty  of  England  eiusted  only  in  his* 
tory,  or  she  might  have  resented  the  affit>nt« 
An  entertainment  followed  of  a  military  kind : 
the  day  happening  to  be  the  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Waterloo,  many  of  the  Prussian  sol- 
diers came  forward  on  the  stage,  and  this  was 
followed  by  dances  of  persons  habited  in  the  cos- 
tumes of  different  nations.  It  was  highly  ludi- 
crous to  behold  Scotch  Highlanders  dancing,  not 
as  on  their  native  mountains,  with  wild  gesticu- 
lation and  uncouth  howl,  but  stepping  with  all 
the  affected  grace  of  a  Parisian  ballet<master. 
Towards  the  support  of  the  opera-establishment 
the  king  allows  the  annual  sum  of  50,000  dol- 
lars. His  Majesty  has  likewise  just  granted  a 
license  for  thirty  years  to  some  French  actors  to 
open  a  theatre  in  this  capital.  The  new  theatre 
erected  in  the  place  of  the  one  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the  28th  of  July,  I8I7,  is  a 
very  extensive  and  magnificent  edifice,  erected 
after  the  designs  of  Professor  Schinkel,  who  is 
likewise  the  architect  of  the  museum  now  build- 
ing at  Berlin,  and  of  several  other  classical  struc- 
tures, both  in  the  capital  and  other  parts  of 
Prussia.     This  theatre  is    admirably  situated, 
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being  entirely  insulated,  and  its  principal  fa9ade 
lias  a  most  noble  portico  of  six  Ionic  columns 
thirty-eight  feet  high.  The  ascent  is  by  a  mag- 
nificent flight  of  thirty  stqis  in  front,  occupying 
the  entire  width  of  the  basement:  on  the 
pedestal,  at  each  extremity,  is  a  female 
figure  reclining  on  a  panther.  But  as  this 
flight  of  steps,  however  classical  in  appear- 
ance, would  be  of  little  service  when  the 
weather  was  at  all  unfavourable,  a  sub-por* 
tieo,  or  covered  way,  has  been  formed  behind 
iU  into  which  carriages  drive  and  set  down 
the  company.  The  pediment  of  the  portico 
is  decorated  with  sculpture,  and  above  it  are  sta^ 
toes  of  Polyhymnia,  Thaiia,  and  Melpomene. 
A  litde  beyond  this  pediment  ia  a  kind  of  attic 
or  superstructure,  likewise  crowned  with  a  pe- 
diaient  enriched  with  sculpture;  and  on  its 
summit  is  a  colossal  figure  of  Apollo  and  Pegasus, 
making  altogether  a  height  of  ISO  feet  from  the 
grouqdt  The  walk  of  this  edifice  are  entirely 
formed  by  two  series  of  antae;  the  intervals 
between  which  are  filled  with  windows,  so  that 
the  quantity  of  glass  is  enormous,  and  has  given 
rise  to  much  criticism,  and  some  satire  y  it  beii^ 
affirmed  that  the  building  has  been  frequently 
mistaken  at  first  by  strangers  for  a  vast  conserv- 
atory. It  must,  however,  be  confessed,  by  every 
unprejudiced  person,  that  this  is  altogether  the 
most  classical  edifice  of  its  kind  in  Europe.     In 
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the  interior  are  several  saloons,  the  principal  one 
of  which  is  used  for  concerts  and  festivals.  This 
spacious  apartment  is  seventy-four  feet  by  forty- 
two,  exclusive  of  the  tribune  or  gallery,  which 
makes  the  total  length  1 17  feet.  The  following 
inscription  on  the  fa9ade  points  out  the  date  of 
the  edifice :  ^— 

''  FREDEtllCUS  GULIELMUS  III.  THEATRUM   ODEUM  IMCEKDIO 
COKBOMTUM  MAJORS  CULTU  RESTITmT,  M]>CCCXZl/'* 

Near  the  theatre  is  the  academy  of  arts ;  a 
large  building,  with  a  clock  contrived  to  show 
the  hours  distinctly  during  night.  A  new 
square  is  forming  at  the  west  end  of  the  town^ 
to  be  called  the  Leipziger  Platz,  and  to  be  orna« 
mented  with  an  equestrian  statue.  The  exchange, 
in  front  of  which  the  merchants  assemble,  is  a 
neat  building,  with  apartments  up  stairs  for  re- 
freshments and  smdcing;  and  a  reading-room 
adjoining,  where  strangers  are  admitted  on  the 
recommendation  of  a  member.  Among  the 
other  public  buildings  that  were  in  progress  at 
the  time  we  visited  Berlin,  was  the  Museum  just 
mentioned  as  designed  by  Schinkel.  It  is  now 
nearly  completed,  and,  in  fact,  will  be  opened 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year  (1828).  This 
extensive  pile  has  a  very  magnificent  front,  con- 

*  Plans,  elevations,  sections,  and  perspective  views,  both 
of  this  theatre  and  the  museun^,  may  be  found  in  Schinkel's 
9ammlttng  Architectoniiher  Entwurfe. 
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sisting  of  a  single  range  of  eighteen  Ionic  co- 
lumns, and  two  antse,  forming  a  portico  its  whole 
lengthy  S7^  feet ;  and  it  is  placed  on  a  kind  of 
teiTace,  the  ascent  to  which  is  by  a  flight  of 
steps  105  feet  in  width.  The  wall  forming  the 
back  of  this  portico  will  be  decorated  with  fres- 
coes and  bas-relie&.  Within  the  building  are 
two  courts,  between  which  is  situated  a  circular 
hall  or  rotunda,  66  feet  in  diameter,  and  125  feet 
high  to  the  summit  of  the  dome,  in  which  is  a 
glazed  aperture  or  sky-light,  by  which  the  hall  is 
lighted,  there  being  no  other  windows ;  in  this 
respect,  as  well  as  its  general  form,  it  resembles 
the  Pantheon  at  Rome.  Around  the  lower  part 
is  a  colonnade  of  the  Corinthian  order,  support- 
ing a  gallery  that  communicates  with  the  apart^ 
ments  on  the  upper  floor.  Among  other 
treasures  of  art,  this  museum  will  contain  the 
celebrated  Solly  collection  of  paintings.  Those, 
who  are  desirous  of  obtaining  more  exact  inform- 
ation respecting  this  beautiful  structure,  are 
referred  to  SchinkePs  work,  a  pubUcation  deserv- 
ing the  attention  of  every  lover  of  architec- 
ture. 

Among  the  numerous  churches,  that  belong- 
ing to  the  Roman  Catholics  is  worth  visiting. 
The  university,  which  is  opposite  to  the  opera 
house,  is  on  a  large  scale,  and  of  a  triangular 
form.    It  is  adorned  with  six  statues  on  the 
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summity  and  has  the  following  inscription  on  the 
front  of  it :  — • 

▼MIYEESITATEM  LITSSAAIAM  FESOEAICVS  OUUBLMTS  lU.   KlXf 

A.D,   dflDlDCCCYlllU 

The  royal  library,  established  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  forming  another  part  of  the  square, 
is  a  large  building  ornametited  with  statues,  and 
contains  200,000  volumes*  We  were  conducted 
over  the  whole  by  Doctor  Spiker,  who,  with  his 
usual  courtesy  and  attention  to  strangers,* 
pointed  out  every  object  of  interest.  A  variety  of 
scarce  books  were  shown  us ;  among  these  was 
an  Album,  with  the  date  1543,  containing  the 
likenesses  of  Luther,  Melancthon,  Dr.  Justus 
James,  a  friend  of  Luther,  &c.  all  in  high  pre- 
servation, and  brilliantly  coloured.  We  found, 
likewise,  preserved  here,  a  relic  highly  interest- 
ing to  Englishmen ;  namely,  the  identical  Bible 
used  by  our  unfortunate  Charles  I.  on  the  scaf- 
fold, and  presented  by  him  to  Bishop  Juxon. 
Among  the  books  may  be  mentioned,  a  copy  of 
the  earliest  Bible,  1456,  which'  is  in  the  best 
condition,  and  Luther's  original  translation  of 
the  Psalm^  from  which  the  version  now  used  in 
Germany  was  copied.  To  this  are  annexed  the 
prayers  of  the  Church  of  England,   and  the 

*  This  gentleman  published  his  "  Tour  through  Eoglaod," 
&C.,  which  was  translated  a  few  years  since  into  our  language. 
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Psalms,  with  a  portion  of  them  set  to  music. 
The  oldest  manuscript  is  a  Missal  so  early  as  the 
year  828.  There  is  likewise  shown  a  model  of  the 
air-pump,  the  first  used  in  this  country;  a  Roman 
diploma  in  brass,  similar  to  the  boards  of  a  small 
book,  with  hinges,  being  a  grant  from  the  Em- 
peror Vespasian  to  the  Roman  soldiers  who  had 
served  their  country,  and  conferriog  on  tliem  the 
right  of  citizenship.  A  gallery  has  been  founded 
for  the  collection  of  Egyptian  antiquities,  pur- 
chased at  Psrris  for  25,000  dollars.  Many  of 
these  were  brought  direct  from  that  country,  and 
some  mummies  have  been  presented  to  it,  which 
will  add  greatly  to  the  value  and  interest  of  this 
collection. 

By  a  law  formerly  in  force,  it  was  enacted, 
that  every  bookseller  in  Prussia  should  send  to 
this  library  two  .copies  of  every  work  he  pub- 
lished, which  was  unquestionably  an  economical 
and  expeditious  mode  of  forming  a  public 
library :  this,  however,  has  been  abolished.  The 
library  has  a  better  pretension  to  the  title  of 
public  than  most  institutions  of  the  kind,  for  it  is 
open  to  every  one  from  two  to  four  in  the  win- 
ter, and  from  two  to  five  o'clock  in  summer. 
The  time  thus  allowed  for  the  use  of  it  certainly 
appears  too  short  to  be  of  much  actual  service ; 
but  students  are  permitted  to  borrow  books,  on 
producing  a  recommendatory  ticket  from  any  of 
the  professors.     A  similar  privilege  is  granted  to 
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oflSca:s  of  the  army,  to  official  persons,  and  even 
to  foreigners,  on  making  application  to  their 
respective  ambassadors*  The  Prussians  are, 
however,  in  general,  not  to  be  considi^ed  a  read- 
ing people.  Among  the  ol^r  objects  of  curio* 
sity  HiBt  attracted  our  attention,  was  the  mint  ( 
in  obtaining  access  to  which,  strangers  expe* 
rience  no  difficulty.  And  here  I  cannot  forbear 
remarking,  that  the  £icility  of  access  to  all  pub- 
lic institutions  on  the  Continent,  forms  a  very 
striking  contrast  to  the  difficulties  and  obstacles 
experienced  in  our  country  both  by  natives  and 
foreigners,  -~  one  that  is  certainly  not  very  &- 
vourable  to  our  character,  as  a  nation,  for  libe^ 
rality.  Neither  is  the  difficulty  of  gaining  ad- 
mission to  such  places,  or  tiie  tax  imposed  upon 
visitors,  the  only  thing  to  be  complained  of 
among  us,  there  beii^  too  frequently  a  want 
of  courteousnesB  shown  on  these  occasions,  that 
almost  tells  the  strange  that  he  is  considered  an 
intruder,  and  that  be  ought  to  regard  it  a  suffix 
dent  favour  to  be  suffered  to  enter  at  all.  The 
doors  of  St.  Paul's  Church  and  Westminster 
Abbey,  are  as  cautiously  closed  to  the  public,  as 
if  the  monuments  of  the  illustrious  dead  who 
are  entombed  there,  would  have  a  pernicious, 
rather  than  a  salutary,  influence  on  the  mind. 
Yet  to  what  end  do  we  erect  memorials  of  great 
men,  if,  Hke  their  ashes,  these  records  too  are  to 
be  entombed,  and  concealed  from  the  public 
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eye  ?  It  was  not  thus  that  antiquity  honoured 
its  heroes  and  sages  —  their  images  were  conti- 
nually  exposed  to  the  public  gaze,  and  thus  be- 
came familiar  associations — thepenates,  if  we  may 
so  term  them,  of  the  state.  If  such  monuments 
possess  no  moral  influence  —  if  they  are  to  be 
considered  merely  as  holiday  sights,  or  to  be 
viewed  but  once  in  our  lives,  they  are  hardly 
worth  erecting  at  all.  This  is  a  stigma  upon  us 
as  a  nation,  which  every  well- wisher  to  his  coun* 
try  must  desire  to  see  removed. 

But  to  return  to  the  mint:  — we  were  first  shown 
the  process  of  melting  the  bullion,  afterwards 
that  of  forming  the  bars  from  which  dollars  are 
struck,  which  is  done  by  first  making  beds  of 
sand  of  the  exact  size  of  the  bar ;  which,  having 
been  perforated  by  an  instrument  similar  to  a 
sword,  about  three  inches  in  breadth,  the  metal 
is  poured  into  them,  and  the  bars  thus  formed. 
The  silver  from  which  the  dollars  are  made,  is 
not  entirely  pure,  there  being  one-third  of  cop- 
per to  two-thirds  of  silver.  The  mode  of  striking 
the  dollars,  of  prepiaring  and  melting  the  metal, 
and  making  the  impressions,  and  the  machineiy 
employed,  were  all  severally  shown  and  explained 
to  us.  The  stamp  is  made  by  a  ponderous  ma^ 
chine,  worked  by  two  persons,  and  another  is 
turned  by  one  at  a  wheel.  It  is  calculated  that 
10,000  dollars  may  be  struck  off  in  the  course  of 
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twelve  hours,  and  66,000  milled.*  In  the  year 
1818,  eleven  millions  were  coined.  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  the  workmen  to  practise  any  deception 
or  fraud,  as  both  the  bullion  and  the  coin  are 
weighed.  On  this  occasion  we  did  not  see  any 
gold  coin. 

The  city  of  Berlin  appears  to  be  exempt 
from  two  particular  nuisances  which  are  the 
source  of  so  much  complaint  in  populous  cities, 
namely,  prostitutes  and  beggars.  In  walking 
about,  we  did  not  perceive  one  female  of  that  un- 
fortunate class,  nor  were  we  accosted  by  a  single 
beggar.  A  law  has  been  wisely  introduced 
which  deserves  to  be  adopted  in  all  towns,  espe- 
cially large  capitals,  forbidding  persons  from  so- 
liciting charity  in  the  streets ;  and  should  any 
one  be  discovered,  he  is  apprehended  and  con- 
veyed to  the  work-house;  or  if  he  is  unable  to 
labour,  is  sent  to  the  hospital. 

Among  the  various  benevolent  institutions  in 
the  capital,  is  one  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  called  the  Royal  Institute.  This  was 
founded  at  the  expence  of  M.  Ehke,  who  died 
about  twelve  years  ago ;  and  of  whom  it  may  be 

*  In  tfae  mint  in  London,  such  is  the  excellency  of  the 
machinery,  that  SOD  pieces  may  he  thrown  off  in  a  minute. 
There  are  eight  presses,  which  can  be  put  in  motion  in  case 
of  emergency.  Each  coin  forty  sovereigns  in  a  minute, 
making  as  a  total  S20  in  a  minute,  or  19,200  in  an  hour« 
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said,  that  although  dead,  his  works  still  speak. 
His  soD-in-law  is  at  present  superintendant  of  it, 
and  the  expense  is  defrayed  by  his  Majesty. 
Government  is  entitled  to  present  candidates  for 
admission. 

There  is  an  asylum  for  the  blind,  who  are  so 
peculiarly  objects  of  Christian  compassion,  and 
call  for  the  exercise  of  every  tender  and  sympa- 
thetic feeling.  At  the  head  of  tfiis  is  Professor 
Zeune,  son  of  the  editor  of  Horace  and  Te- 
rence. This  institution  contains  three  other  esta- 
blishments, such  asa  clinical,  and  lying-in  charity, 
and  lock  hospital.  To  these  may  be  added  an 
hospital  for  lunatics;  and  here  it  may  be  im- 
portant to  observe,  that  among  the  different 
modes  of  treatment  adopted,  is  thfit  of  putting 
the  patients,  in  desperate  cases,  into  a  box,  which 
turns  on  a  pivot;  and  while  rapidly  ^diirling 
round,  it  is  suddenly  stopped,  so  as  to  occasion  a 
violent  shock,  which  has  the  effect  of  mitigating 
the  disease*  A  second  contrivance  is  a  kind  of 
bed,  which  moves  round  quickly,  and  is  also  ca- 
pable of  being  stopped  in  a  moment ;  and  this  is 

*  A  similar  machine  was  adopted  by  Lord  Tyrawly,  at 
Gibraltar,  as  a  punishment  for  drunkenness ;  and  the  indi- 
vidual subjected  to  this  species  of  rotatory  castigation  was 
generally  soon  restored  to  sobriety.  Were  similar  machines 
erected  in  the  vicinity  of  the  liquor  shops  in  London,  they 
would  doubtless  effect  many  conversions*  The  only  objectioa 
to  such  a  plan  would  be^  that  they  would  be  soon  worn  out 
by  continual  use. 
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said  to  be  of  great  service  in  restoring  the  use  of 
speech  and  muscular  motion,  in  cases  of  pa^. 
ralysis. 

Vaccination  for  the  small^pox  has  been  suc- 
cessfully introduced  ;  and  according  to  a  report 
on  mortality  in  Prussia,  it  appears  that  that  dis« 
ease  formerly  carried  off  from  one-twelfth  to 
one-tenth  of  the  whole  population ;  -^  that  of 
twelve  children  ^Kirn  in  Berlin,  one  formerly 
died  of  smali-pox,  whereas  now  not  more  than 
one  in  sixteen  dies  from  the  same  cause.* 

*  The  diseases  of  infants  are  more  common  than  previous 
to  the  introduction  of  vaccination,  because  a  greater  number 
of  them  live  ;  whereas  formerly  those  diseases  destroyed  S9 
in  100,  but  at  present  not  more  than  S4  in  100  die ;  so  that 
before  the  introducttoa  of  vaccination,  5i  in  100  were  cut  off, 
while  at  present  only  45  in  100  die.  Formerly  it  was  caku-^ 
lated  that  the  proportion  of  deaths  was  1  in  28 ;  at  present 
it  is  not  more  than  1  in  34?. 

According  to  the  census  of  1825,  the  population  of  the 
whole  Prussian  states  amounted  to  12,255,000;  giving  an 
increase,  in  the  course  of  tea  years,  of  1,700,000.  In  the 
province  of  Stettin  the  births  were  170,008;  deaths,  11,332. 
Excess  of  births,  6676 :  population^  389,412.  France  con- 
tains 31,845,428  individuals,  and  Paris,  890,431.  It  may 
be  remarked,  that  from  1816  to  1822  inclusive^  the  num- 
ber of  births  was  3,346,412  ;  of  marriages,  771>649>  and  of 
deaths,  2,138,328.  The  number  of  infants  who  died  in  their 
first  year  was  only  one-fifth  of  the  entire  number  of  deaths ; 
whereas  it  was  formerly  one-fourth.  In  1822,  the  population 
was  11,663,179,  of  which  4,208,370  were  chUdrea  under 
fourteen  years  old,  and  7>454,807  above  that  age.  The 
number  of  persons  married  was  ^193,725*       The  pror 
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There  are  fixwn  SOO  to  400  Jews  in  this  capital, 
aQd  an  equal  number  of  Catholics.  The  former, 
as  in  Rome  and  other  places,  are  not  restricted 
to  dwell  in  one  particular  part  of  the  city,  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  from  the  other  inhabitants,  as  if 
their  mixing  with  them  would  create  some  pesti- 
lence or  disease.  The  total  number  of  the  He* 
brew  tribe  in  Prussia  is  calculated  at  134,000, 
which  exceeds  that  in  Great  Britain  by  13,000*  j 
and  they  enjoy  all  the  rights  of  citizens,  with  the 
exception  of  being  excluded  from  filling  any 
public  employment  Paupers  are  supported  here 
by  voluntary  subscription ;  and  it  is  the  office  of 
the  overseers  of  the  different  districts  to  make 
the  necessary  collections.  Formerly  the  govern- 
ment had  the  charge  of  these  matters,  but  they 
are  now  managed  by  the  inhabitants. 

There  is  only  one  direct  tax  that  may  be  said 


portion  of  births  is  fVom  1  to  23,  and  that  of  deaths  from 
1  to  S7*  Again,  from  1821  to  1826  inclusive,  there  were, 
on  an  average,  510,04S  births,  920,326  deaths;  an  annual 
excess  of  births  of  189,717,  that  is,  of  more  than  one-third. 
The  population  is  200,000.  During  ten  years  the  popu- 
lation  of  Berlin  has  increased  above  36,000.  As  to  lon- 
gevity, the  average  may  be  estimated  at  between  the 
ages  of  50  and  60,  although  instances  have  occurred  of 
persons  attaining  their  90th  year. 

*  It  ia  somewhat  remarkable,  that  Scotland  is  almost  the 
only  country  where  Jews  are  not  to  be  found:  probably 
both  the  people  and  the  air  are  too  keen  for  the  Israelites ; 
or  it  may  be  that  the  cast-off  garments  of  the  Scotch  are  not 
worth  the  attention  even  of  a  Jew. 
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to  affect  the  inhabitants  particularly,  and  which 
is  complained  of,  —  namely,  an  impost  of  seven 
per  cent  on  the  rents  of  houses.  During  the 
war,  taxes  were  laid  on  provisions  brought  into 
liie  city,  —  on  carriages,  linen,  servants,  dog8» 
&c.  which  have  since  been  abolished. 

In  matters  of  religion^  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  government  is  liberal  and  toler* 
ant;    for  although   the  established  religion  is 
Lutberanism,  Catholics,  Jews,  and  other  sects, 
are  permitted  to  follow  their  respective  modes  of 
worship.  Formerly  the  Lutherans  and  Calvinists 
were  distinct  and  separate  bodies  of  Christians ; 
but  in  consequence  of  a  wish  expressed  by  his 
Majesty  to  remove  religious  animosities  and  di- 
visions, they  are  now  united  into  one  national 
creed.    Thus^  by  the  union  of  these  commu- 
nions, the  ministers  of  one  church  may  officiate 
in  the  other.     But  it  is  rumoured,  that  <*  Pro- 
testant'* is  not  so  acceptable  a  term  to  the  royal 
ear  as  **  Evangelical."    There  are  twenty-eight 
Protestant  churches,  to  each  of  which  there  are 
two,  or  sometimes  three  clergymen,  whose  sala- 
lies  are  paid  partly  by  government,  and  partly 
out  of  funds  arising  from  donations  left  by  indi- 
viduals at  their  death,  — <  not  after  the  Catholic 
mode,  to  pray  for  their  souls,  on  the  supposition 
they  are  in  purgatory;   but  to  administer  to 
the  comfort  of  their  pastors  who  proclaim  the 
words  of  eternal  life  to  the  living.     In  its  funds, 
derived  from  this  source,  the  cathedral  of  Berlin 
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exceeds  all  others  in  opulence.  On  the  death  of 
the  father  of  a  family,  the  propwty  is  divided 
into  equal  shares,  one  of  which  falls  to  the 
widow,  and  the  others  to  the  children.  No 
burial-service  is  read  at  funerals,  as  in  England, 
and  it  depends  on  the  relatives  or  executors  of 
the  deceased  to  call  in,  or  not,  a  clergyman  to 
perform  the  last  duties. 

To  give  an  efiectual  blow  to  priest-ridden  £tna- 
ttdsiii,  the  King  has  prohibited^  by  a  special  ca- 
binet order,  parents  from  sending  their  children  to 
be  educated  by  Jesuits  out  of  the  Prussian  do- 
minions ;  no  Jesuit-schools  being  permitted  with- 
in the  kingdom. 

The  police  is  under  the  management  of  a  pre- 
sident counsellor,  and  his  secretaries ;  and  there 
are  commissaries  appointed  for  each  of  the 
twenty-two  wards  into  which  the  city  is  divided. 
Capital  punishments,  which  consist  here  of  be- 
heading and  breaking  on  the  wheel,  are  now 
rarely  inflicted,  except  in  cases  of  great  enormity; 
but  petty  thefts  and  minor  offences  subject 
the  culprits  to  imprisonment  in  the  fortress  of 
Spaudau,  about  ten  miles  distant  from  Berlin, 
where  they  are  condemned  to  labour  for  their 
support.  There  is  likewise  a  prison  for  felons 
and  debtors.  As  nothing  tends  more  to  the  pre- 
vention of  crime  than  the  certainty  of  punish- 
ment,  so  is  there  hardly  any  thing  that  offers 
greater  encouragement  to  it  than  the  hope  of 
impunity.     In  England^  unhappily,  the  laws  are 
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very  inefficient  in  this  respect^  for  out  of  the 
great  number  of  criminals  annually  convicted, 
but  a  very  small  proportion  actually  suffer.   This 
may,  at  first  sight,  appear  to  arise  from  the  ex- 
treme  lenity  of  our  courts,  yet  actually,  from  the 
excessive  rigour,  and  consequent  practical  weak- 
ness of  our  laws.*     If  the  law  passes  sentence  of 
condemnation  upon  ten  individuals,  yet  only  two 
are  left  for  actual  punishment,   the  inference 
must  be,  that  it  is  partial  and  unjust,  both  to- 
wards those  who  sufier,  and  the  community,  who 
have  a  right  to  demand  that  the  convicted  crimi- 
nal should  pay  the  penalty  of  his  offence,  and 
not  be  turned  loose  again  to  commit  fresh  acts 
of  violence  or  depredation.    The  laws  become, 
too,  in  aconsiderable  degree,  nugatory,  as  punish- 
ment, after  all,  is  at  length  held  to  be  a  matter  of 
mere  chance.    The  impolicy  of  such  a  system  is 
obvious :  the  power  that  can  pardon,  ought  to  be 
able  also  to  commute  the  greater  punishment,  if 
considered  too  heavy,  into  one  more  adequate  to 
the  offence  ;  or  if  the  existing  laws  be  so  absurdly 
rigorous  as  to  defeat  their  own  purpose,  they 

*  Looking  to  our  own  country,  we  find  that  In  1826  there 
were  in  the  gaol  of  Newgate,  London,  207  females,  and 
5^1  males,  making  S1S8,  of  which  16  were  executed;  and 
last  year  the  committals  had  increased  54'7-  During  eleven 
years,  236  suffered  death  at  Newgate,  and  8  at  Execution 
Bock.  The  whole  amount  of  offences  brought  before  the 
courts  through  England,  in  1826,  was  16,14<7;  of  which 
3457  belonged  to  London  and  Middlesex.  The  cases  of 
burglary  were  476. 
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cannot  be  amended  too  soon.  It  is  a  subject  o€ 
great  and  paramount  importance,  and  one  that 
demands  the  attention  of  government  far  more 
than  many  other  points  that  occupy  our  legisla- 
ture. 

The  Prussian  army  has  universally  been  held 
in  the  highest  estimation  for  their  valour  and  in- 
trepidity. It  is  doubted,  indeed,  i^  alfler  our 
own  soldiers,  there  can  be  pointed  out  a  body  of 
men  more  distinguished  for  order,  cleanliness^ 
and  discipline.  The  men  have  a  martial  air,  *—  to 
which  their  mustachoes  contribute  not  a  little, 
and  a  proud  independent  look,  are  remarkably 
upright  in  their  carriage,  and  almost  every  one 
we  saw  had  some  order  of  merit*  I  could  not 
ascertain,  with  any  degree  of  precision,  the 
amount  of  the  army,  since  it  has  been  much 
reduced  within  these  ten  years,  although  it  is 
conjectured  that  at  present  it  does  not  exceed 
150,000  men;  and  these  cost  the  government 
about  sixteen  millions  of  dollars  annually.  The 
pay  of  a  private  is  two  groschens  a  day,  and  he 

*  The  Bight  of  a  military  medal  always  reminds  me  of 
an  incident  that  occurred  in  Paris.  —  A  British  soldier,  who 
wore  one  as  a  reward  for  his  bravery  at  Waterloo,  was  ac* 
costed  by  a  French  grenadier,  who  had  also  that  of  the 
Legion  of  Honour  on  his  breast,  which  is  handsome,  and  in 
point  of  intrinsic  value  superior  to  the  former.  Looking  at 
the  Waterloo-man,  he  observed,  with  a  kind  of  sneer,  that  it 
was  not  worth  five  francs.  **  I  beg  your  pardon,"  replied 
the  British  hero ;  "  it  cost  a  Napoleon  I" 
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is  besides  allowed  lodging,  bread,  and  three 
uniforms  every  year.  There  are  about  ten  bar* 
racjcs  in  the  city,  some  ^f  which  have  been 
applied  to  other  purposes,  as  the  garrison  of 
Berlin  is  not  in  so  formidable  a  state  as  it  was 
previous  to  1806.  The  troops  are  exercised  in 
the  Opera-house,  William's,  Alexander's  and  the 
Domhofs  Squares,  also  on  a  large  open  spot 
beyond  the  town,  in  the  direction  of  the  Branden- 
burg Gate. 

The  landwehr,  who  form  a  considerable  body, 
are  called  out  for  drill  once  a  year ;  and  as  no 
foreigners  are  admitted  into  the  Prussian  army^ 
there  is  little  apprehension  of  their  principles 
being  poisoned  or  affected,  as  sometimes  occurs 
in  other  states.  The  notorious  Major  Semple, 
who  once  endeavoured  to  obtain  employment  in 
the  service,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  King  in 
1790,  from  the  hulks  at  Woolwich,  in  which  he 
stated  himself  "  devoted  to  the  profession  of 
war,"  though  he  might  have  said  more  correctly, 
he  was  an  adept  in  swindling.  He  pretended  to 
regret  the  disadvantages  in  the  accoutrements  of 
the  cavalry,  which  he  "  considered  the  finest  in 
the  world,"  and  resolving  to  ride  a  high  horse, 
stated  that  he  had  invented  some  improvements, 
particularly  in  the  form  of  saddles.  The  strata- 
gem, however,  did  not  succeed,  nor  was  the  fol- 
lowing  entreaty  attended  to :  —  **  Have  mercy 
upon  me.  Sire,  and  command  your  brave  general 

VOL.  I.  H 


98  PUNISHMENTS. 

MoUendorf  to  communicate  that  you  will  suffer 
me  to  carry  arms  with  the  Prussian  grenadiers^ 
that  I  may  find  an  opportunity  of  pedshing  as  I 
ought,  and  seek  such  a  grave  as,  in  spite  of  my 
present  disgrace,  the  service  I  have  seen,  and 
the  dangers  I  have  braved,  give  me  some  title  to 
demand/* 

To  the  honour  of  government,  the  infliction 
of  corporal  punishments,  so  revolting  to  public 
opinion,  and  so  degrading  to  any  true  soldier, 
are  not  inflicted  in  the  Prussian  service,  but 
offenders  are  sent  to  what  is  called  the  Latten, 
a  prison,  the  mere  mention  of  which  is  calculated 
to  strike  terror  into  them.  This  is  a  place  con- 
structed of  boards,  laid  with  triangular  pieces  of 
wood  close  to  each  other,  and  ridges,  similar  to 
the  joisting  of  a  roof,  which  occasion  a  great 
degree  of  bodily  pain. 

The  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Waterloo  oc- 
curred during  our  stay  at  Berlin ;  but  although 
the  Prussian  army  took  so  decided  a  part  in  that 
memorable  contest,  the  day  was  marked  by  no 
military  solemnity,  it  being  intended  to  keep  it 
only  every  tenth  year,  when  the  King  gives  an 
entertainment  to  the  military. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  city  is  vested  in  a  chief 
burgomaster  and  twenty-four  councillors,  some 
of  whom  receive  salaries.  There  are  two  courts^ 
the  Karamer-Gerichtandthe  Stadt-Gericht :  the 
former  takes  cognizance  of  all  offences  committed 
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by  persons  who  are  not  burghers,  the  latter  of 
those  by  dtizens  or  householders.  The  public 
vehicles  here,  which  are  very  numerous,  are 
mostly  in  the  form  of  barouches  or  cabriolets, 
with  four  wheels,  not  much  unlike  the  Russian 
droska;  drawn  by  only  one  horse.  The  drivers 
have  a  particular  costume,  consisting  of  a  glazed 
hat,  with  a  cockade,  dark  green  coat,  with  yellow 
collar  and  cuffi ;  and  many  of  them  wear  a  green 
or  yellow  sash  round  their  waists. 

The  King  has  an  income  of  1,000,000  dollars  j 
his  elder  brother.  Prince  Henry,  has  50,000; 
and  the  second.  Prince  William,  80,000.  This 
discrepancy  is  accounted  for  by  the  former  bro- 
ther not  being  married,  while  the  latter  is  united 
to  a  princess  of  Hesse  Homburg.  The  Prince 
Royal  receives  100,000,  and  the  other  princeis 
have  about  12,000  dollars  each. 

The  revenues  of  the  state  are  calculated  at  up- 
wards of  40,000,000  of  dollars,  and  are  nearly 
equal  to  the  expenditure.  The  salaries  of  ministers 
amount  to  12,000  dollars;  and  4000  more  are 
allowed  to  defray  the  expences  of  entertainments 
given  by  them  on  state  occasions.  The  quantity 
of  British  and  Irish  manufactures  imported  into 
Prussia  in  1826,  amounted  to  the  value  of 
157,127'*  The  revenue  of  the  Post-office  I 
could  not  ascertain,  although  it  is  said  to  have 
augmented  considerably  since  the  appointment 
of  the  present  post-master.    About  twentyrone 
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years  ago^  there  was  an  attempt  made  to  establish 
a  penny-post;  but  it  was  abandoned^  as  it  did 
not  meet  with  sufficient  encouragement.  Post- 
men iare  distinguished  by  cocked  hats,  orange 
collars  and  cuffs  to  their  coats,  and  the  king's 
initials,  surmounted  by  an  eagle,  on  a  circular 
plate,  on  their  breast 

Among  the  various  orders  of  merit  in  Prussia, 
may  be  mentioned  two  that  are  bestowed  by  the 
King  on  remarkable  events ;  one  denominated 
the  Medal  of  Reformation,  is  of  gold,  represent- 
ing on  one  side  the  Bible,  and  on  the  other  effigies 
of  Calvin  and  Luther ;  and  the  second  is  that  of 
the  Iron  Cross,  which  is  conferred  on  those  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  in  military  service. 

The  inhabitants  of  Berlin  cannot  justly  be  said 
to  be  addicted  to  intemperance,  although  it  was 
formerly  not  uncommon  to  see  drunken  persons 
reeling  in  the  streets ;  yet  the  distillers  here  are 
very  numerous,  and  the  taverns  and  drinking- 
houses  amount  to  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
city.  As  in  other  continental  towns,  the  Sabbath 
is  far  from  being  observed  here  with  any  great 
strictness  ;  for  both  public  and  private  amuse- 
ments are  indulged  in,  and  the  theatres  are  open 
on  that  evening. 

If  dramatic  performances  are  permitted  on 
this  day,  it  would  at  least  be  desirable  that  they 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  decorous  and  ap- 
propriate, or  rather,  none  but  oratorios,  or  con- 
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certs  of  sacred  music^  should  be  allowed.  It  is 
usual  to  talk  of  the  morality  of  the  stage ;  yet 
regard  it  as  favourably  as  we  may,  and  conceding 
much  to  its  advocates,  it  must  also  be  granted 
that  there  is  much  evil  to  counterbalance  the 
good.  It  may  be  admitted  that  there  are  many 
dramas  which  inculcate  sound  moral  lessons; 
but  this  can  hardly  be  affirmed  of  the  majority, 
or  of  the  whole  of  any  single  evening's  enter- 
tainment Granting  that  there  be  nothing  ex- 
ceptionable in  one  of  the  performances,  there 
may  be  much  that  is  any  thing  but  edifying  in 
another.  Whatever,  too,  may  be  affirmed  to  the 
contrary,  public  audiences  are  not  \ery  scrupu- 
lous on  points  of  morality;  for  people  will  en- 
dure to  hear  on  the  stage  coarse  double-entendres 
that  would  shock  them  if  uttered  in  private  so- 
ciety. ;  ' 

There  are  many  hotels,  but  they  are  far  from 
being  distinguished  for  cleanliness ;  at  least  the 
H6tel  de  Rome,  in  the  priricipalpart  of  the  city, 
where  we  took  up  our  residence,  is  not  Among 
the  charges,  were  3^.  for  a  bed  per  night ;  ser- 
vants, 2s. ;  wine,  2s4  6d.  per  bottle ;  a  dining- 
room,  3s.  per  day;  wax  lights,  1^.;  breakfast, 
1^.  l^d.  We  were  even  charged  6d.  for  the 
spirits-of-wine  burnt  under  the  tea<-kettle  at  the 
breakfasf^table.  There  is,  however,  a  table 
d'h6te,  at  Qs.  a  head.  The  porters  at  the  hotels 
wear,  like  those  at  Hamburgh,  a  kind  of  official 
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uniform,  which  is  very  showy  j  being  a  light  blue 
coat,  with  a  red  waistcoat  and  blue  pantaloons, 
and  a  gold-laced  hat  Nor  do  they  seem  at  all 
deficient  in  a  sense  of  their  own  consequence,  if 
I  may  judge  from  their  important  strut 

When  we  ifirst  arrived,  the  city  was  in  a  great 
bustle,  as  it  was  then  the  time  of  the  wool 
fair,  at  which  period  all  the  inns  are  filled  with 
strangers;  so  that  we  experienced  some  diflS- 
culty  in  obtaining  accommodation.  The  wool 
sold  here  is  generally  shipped  for  England.  The 
scene  this  isit  displayed  was  a  very  curious  one : 
the  bags  of  wool  were  piled  up  literally  like  hills, 
and  noblemen,  with  stars  on  their  breasts,  might 
be  seen  sitting  in  stalls,  like  our  Lord  Chancellor 
on  his  wool-pack,  bargaining  with  customers  for 
the  packages  they  had  sent  to  market,  and  in  a 
manner  too  that  an  English  peer  would  consider 
highly  derogatory  to  his  rank. 

Among  the  public  works,  the  royal  foundery 
is  particularly  deserving  notice.  Here  a  great 
variety  of  articles  are  cast  in  iron  in  the  most  in- 
genious, nay,  unrivalled  manner,  down  to  the 
minutest  object  imaginable.  Many  of  these  are 
small  images  and  figures,  and  various  articles  of 
fismale  dress  j  such  as  necklaces^  bracelets,  pins, 
watch-seals,  broaches,  small  busts,  &c.j  in  a 
word,  a  thousand  beautiful  ornaments,  whose 
elegance  does  honour  to  the  skill  and  taste  of  the 
Berlin  manufacturers.    There  are  many  other 
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very  flouriahing  maiiufact(M'ie8»  especUUy  of  8ilk> 
cotton,  linen,  and  cutlery;  and  it  should  ht 
ladded,  that  the  dye  so  universally  known  under 
the  name  of  '<  Prussian  blue/'  is  said  to  owe  it« 
excellenee  to  certain  properties  which  the  water 
of  the  Spree  possesses.  A  Prassian  chemist  has 
recently  invented  a  new  species  of  black  pig- 
ment from  hemp^seed,  that  will  rival  this  colour. 

A  manufactory  for  China  is  established,  the 
annual  returns  of  which  are  computed  at  100,000 
dollars :  a  service,  presented*  to  the  Duke  <^ 
WeUington,  was  estimated  at  80,000  dollar8» 
There  is  likewise  a  lithographic  establishment, 
where  official  ordeiis  are  printed  for  the  iCrmy; 
and  maps,  &c»  executed  under  the  superintend- 
ance  of  General  Riihle.  Among  many  ingeni-* 
ou$  discoveries  lately  made,  is  a  process  for  ob- 
taining @0  lbs.  of  good  crystallized  sugar  from  a 
Prussian  bushel  (about  93  lbs.)  of  wheat 

The  quantity  of  British  and  Irish  manu« 
factures  exported  to  this  country  in  ISSO, 
amounted  to  a  considerable  sum.  The  silks 
were  1215/. 

It  is  ahnost  unnecessary  to  advert  to  that  hatred 
entertained  here  against  the  French,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  enormities  they  committed  on 
entering  the  capital,  ten  days  after  the  battle  of 
Jena,  when  Bonaparte  held  a  court  in  the  palace, 
(fter  the  royal  family  bad  retired  to  Konigsberg. 
The  outrages  of  the  French  troops,  and  the  in- 
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dignities  offered  by  them  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Berlin,  were  doubtless  not  forgotten  by  the 
Prussians  when  they  marched  into  Paris  with  the 
allies,  and  planted  their  standard  in  that  city. 
Indeed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  forbearance  and 
representations  of  the  other  commanders,  Blucher 
would  certainly  have  pointed  his  cannon  against 
its  walls,  and  levelled  the  capital  of  France  to  the 
ground.  Such  is  the  antipathy  the  inhabitants 
of  Berlin  have  since  conceived  against  the 
French,  that  their  language  is  become  offensive 
to  their  ears,  even  in  the  mouths  of  the  natives 
of  other  countries,  who  are  unable  to  speak 
German.  It  is  singular  that  no  court-days  are 
held  in  the  capital ;  but  this  circumstance  may 
perhaps  be  attributed,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the 
personal  character  of  the  present  King,  who  is 
exceedingly  reserved  and  averse  to  state  eti- 
quette ;  so  that  it  is  difficult  for  a  stranger  to  get 
himself  presented  to  him.  It  is  well  known 
how  much  he  avoided  publicity  when  he  was  in 
England,  chiefly  visiting  incog,  the  places  that 
attracted  his  curiosity.  We  were  told,  that  if  a 
person  of  rank  was  anxious  to  be  presented,  he 
must  first  apply  to  the  minister,  and  even  then 
might  be  obliged  to  wait  months  before  an  au- 
dience could  be  obtained,  nay,  perhaps  would 
not  be  received  or  have  his  application  attended 
to  after  all.  One  gentleman,  who  had  applied 
for  such  an  honour,  after  waiting  nine  months  in 
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the  city,  left  it  without  havitig  accomplished  his 
object  An  anecdote  is,  however,  related  of  a 
foreigner  of  rank,  who,  knowing  the  success  of 
such  application  to  be  doubtful,  conveyed  to  the 
minister  information  that  he  had  a  message  to 
deliver  to  the  King  from  a  certain  personage, 
which  was  of  so  important  a  nature  that  it  could 
not  be  committed  to  writing.  This  had  the 
desired  effect,  and  he  obtained  an  interview  with 
His  Majesty.  Desirous  of  presenting  a  copy 
of  my  Tour  through  the  Holy  Land,  &c.  as 
I  had  no  opportunity  of  doing  it  in  person,  I 
transmitted  the  volume  through  the  British  minis* 
ter.  Earl  Clanwilliam,  and  was  gratified  at  re- 
ceiving a  letter  in  the  King's  own  hand,  couched 
in  the  most  polite  and  flattering  terms ;  a  mark 
of  condescension  for  which  I  have  to  express  my 
gratitude  to  His  Majeisty. 

Before  proceeding  to  say  any  thing  of  the  im- 
mediate environs  of  Berlin,  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  finest  view  which  can  be  obtained  of 
the  city  is  that  from  the  summit  of  the  Branden- 
burg Gate.  The  public  walks  in  the  environs 
are  numerous.  The  first  object  which  attracts 
attention  is  Charlottenburg,  a  small  palace,  about 
three  miles  distant,  on  the  west  side  ;  the  road  to 
which  leads  from  the  Brandenburg  Gate  in  one 
direct  line,  and  has  recesses  at  intervals,  with 
seats  ;  and  on  each  side  of  this  avenue  are  double 
rows  of  trees.     Many  persons  were  employed  in 
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improving  the  road  on  Macadam's  new  plan. 
Approaching  Charlottenburg,  on  each  side  are 
small  tea-gardens,  which  are  much  resorted  to 
by  the  citizens  of  Berlin;  nor  is* the  scene 
unlike  some  part  of  the  Boulevards  of  Paris. 

On  reaching  Charlottenburg,  our  first  visit  was 
to  the  tomb  of  the  late  Queen.  This  edifice,  which 
is  on  the  banks  of  a  piece  of  water  that  glides 
through  the  gardens,  and  on  the  favourite  spot 
where  Her  Majesty  used  to  retire,  is  a  neat  and 
appropriate  structure  of  the  Doric  order,  with  a 
portico  in  front;  it  is  situate  in  a  grotto,  en- 
veloped with  weeping  willows,  and  the  whole 
scene  is  solemn  and  impressive.  On  entering  it 
are  eight  marble  steps,  conducting  to  a  kind  of 
platform,  ornamented  with  four  columns,  and 
something  in  the  form  of  a  chapel.*  The  wallsy 
which  are  two  feet  in  thickness,  are  in  imitation 
of  marble.  In  the  centre  is  a  statue  of  the 
Queen  in  a  sleeping  attitude,  on  a  couch,*  with 
her  hands  folded  across  her  bosom.  This  figure 
is  kept  covered  with  a  white  veil,  which  is  taken 
off  only  when  it  is  shown  to  strangers.  The 
whole  is  of  the  most  *  exquisite  sculpture,  and 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  chisel  of  Canova; 
and  lingular  enough,  the  eflBgy  was  executed  in 
Rome  by  a  person  who  at  one  time  was  valet  de 
chambre  t0  the  King.  A  Grecian  lamp  is  sus- 
pended from  the  ceiling  of  this  chapel,  and  be- 
hind the  head  of  the  statue  is  a  large  window^ 
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£>fmed  by  a  single  sheet  of  glas8»  the  light  from 
which  falling  on  the  figure,  produces  a  very  fine 
effect     Beneath  this  sepulchral  temple  is  the 
tomb  itself,  the  door  of  which  is  locked,  and  the 
key  always  kept  by  the  King  in  his  own  pocket. 
Some  assert  that  Her  Majesty's  death  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  acts  of  tyranny,  injustice,  and  op* 
pression  that  had  been  exercised  by  Bonaparte 
towards  Prussia ;  others  attribute  it  to  her  having 
caught  cold  at  a  ball.     The  latter  perhaps  might 
be  the  immediate  cause  of  her  dissolution ;  but 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained,   considering  the 
extreme  sensibility  of  Her  Majesty,  that  her 
constitution  had  already  suffered,  and  the  former 
must  be  considered  as  the  primary  cause.     A 
remarkable  expression  uttered  by  her  when  on 
the  eve  of  dissolution  gives  countenance  to  this : 
—  <*  Although  the  page  of  history  may  not  pro- 
claim me  among  the  class  of  distinguished  fe- 
males, yet  it  will  mark  my  misfortunes,  and  ac- 
knowledge that  they  were  borne  with  fortitude 
and  patience."  • 

The  King,  who  was  long  a  widower,  was  mar- 
ried November  27.  1824,  at  this  palace,  to  the 
Princess  of  Liegnitz,  k  la  main  gauche  j  that  is  to 
say,  she  is  precluded  from  aspiring  to  the  throne, 
or  to  the  title  of  queen.  This  act  received  the 
special  consent  of  the  Crown  Prince,  ahd  was 

*  This  distinguished  personage  died  July  19*  1810,  in  her 
thirty-fourth  year. 
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formally  announced  by  a  public  ordonnance, 
signed  by  the  King  and  his  ministers.*     The 

♦  "  Nous  Fr6dSriC'GuUlautnef  par  la  gr^ce  de  Dieuy  Roi  de 
PrussCf  etc, 

"  Lorsque,  d'apr^s  les  decrets  imp^^trables  de  la  Provi- 
dence,  S.  M.  la  Reine  Louise,  notre  ^ouse  ch^rie  et  bien- 
aim^e,  nous  fut  enlev6e,  le  19  juiilet  1810,  par  une  mort 
pr^coce,  le  Ciel  avail  b^ni  notre  union  royale  en  nous  ac- 
cordant une  nombreuse  descendance,  et  la  succession  au 
trdne  se  trouvant  par-la  aussi  assur6e  qu'on  pouvait  humaine- 
ment  Tesp^rer,  nous  avons  h^sit^  k  contracter  un  second 
mariage  royal. 

*^  Cependant  comme  la  princesse  la  plus  jeune  de  nos 
filles  est  maintenant  sur  le  point  de  se  marier,  et  que  la  se- 
paration d'avec  toutes  les  princesses,  nos  filles  ch6ries,  nous 
prive,  aux  approches  de  la  vieillesse,  de  socidt^  domestique, 
nous  avons,  d'apr^s  le  conseil  de  personnes  qui  nous  sont 
^troitement  unies  par  les  liens  du  sang  et  de  Pamiti^  et  sur- 
tout  aprds  nous  6tre  assurd  de  Fassentiment  sincere  de  S.  A. 
le  Prince  Royal,  et  de  tons  nos  autres  enfans  qui  se  trouveut 
ici,  pris  la  resolution  de  proc^der  k  un  second  mariage,  et  de 
choisir  pour  notre  future  Spouse,  avec  le  consentement  de 
ses  parens,  la  comtesse  Auguste  d*Harrach,  a  cause  de  ses 
pr4cieuses  et  estimables  qualit^s. 

«  Nous  Tavons  nomm^e  aujourd'hui  princesse  de  Lie* 
gnitz  et  comtesse  de  HohenzoUern,  et  nous  voulons  que  ce 
mariage  soit,  d'apr^  les  lois  de  notre  maison  royale,  con- 
sid^rg  pour  le  present  et  pour  TaveDir  comme  un  mariage 
Morganatique,  En  consequence,  nous  regions  par  les  pr^- 
sentes,  que,  dans  le  cas  oH  le  Ciel  nous  accorderait  des 
enfans,  eeux-ci  et  leurs  descendans  portent  le  nom  et  le  titre 
de  princes  et  princesses  de  Liegnitz,  comtes  et  comtesses  de 
HoliebaoUern,  et  prennent  les  armoiries  conc^dles  k  notre 
Spouse  la  princesse  de  Liegnitz. 
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gardens  of  Charlottenburg  are  neither  extensive 
nor  possess  any  great  pretensions  to  beauty  ^ 

**  Les  princes  et  princesses  de  Liegnitz,  comtes  et  com- 
tesses  de  Hohenzollern,  ainsi  que  leurs  descendans,  sont  et 
demeurent  exclus  de  toute  succession  en  terres  et  sujets,  et 
de  tous  droits  d'h^ritage  ou  autres,  dont  jouissent  les  princes 
et  princesses  de  la  famille  royale»  et  ils  doivent  ^tre  re- 
gards comme  enticement  apanag^  par  les  dispositions  que 
nous  avons  r6g16es  aussi  aujourdliui  dans  un  acte  particulier, 
6ign€  a  notre  demande  par  notre  cher  fils  le  Prince  Royal,  et 
dans  Jeqael  noos  avons  fix6  les  ^pingles  et  le  douaire  de  notre 
Spouse  la  princesse  de  Liegnitz* 

<'  Nous  avons  fait  connaitre  ces  dispositions  par  nous  r^- 
gl^es,  k  notre  Spouse  la  princesse  de  Liegnitz  et  k  ses  parens, 
et  nous  nous  sommes  assur^  de  leur  consentement,  qu'ils 
ont  d6clar^  vis-k-vis  de  nous  par  un  acte  special  qu'ils  ont 
dress^. 

**  Notre  mariage  avec  la  princesse  de  Liegnitz,  ayant 
^t^  c€i€br6  aujourd'hui,  et  b^ni  dans  la  chapelle  du  chateau 
de  Charlottenbourg  par  T^v^que  6vang^lique  le  docteur 
d'Eylert,  en  pr^ence  de  notre  fils  chdri  S.  A.  le  Prince  Royal, 
et  de  S.  A.  R.  le  grand  due  de  Mecklenbourg  Strelits,  des 
parens  de  la  princesse,  et  de  quelqiies-uns  de  nos  fonction- 
naires  d'6tat»  nous  d^ckurons  la  princesse  de  Liegnitz  com- 
tesse  de  HohenzoUern  notre  l^itime  Spouse. 

**  Nous  avons  fait  dresser  le  present  acte  sur  tout  ce  qui 
pr^c^de,  et  nous  Tavons  sign€  en  y  faisant  apposer  notre  grand 
sceau  royal. 

**  Fait  et  donn^  k  Berlin,  le  neuri^me  jour  du  mois  de  Nq« 
▼embre,  i'an  de  J.  C.  notre  Seigneur  mil-huit-cent-vingt- 
quatre,  et  de  notre  r^ne  le  vingt-septi^me. 

"   FRiniRIC  GUILLAUME, 

•*  Baron  d*Altemtein,  De  Kircheisen^  contte  de 
BuloWf  De  Schuckmann,  Le  prince  de  Wit- 
gensteiny  Le  camie  de  LMum,  De  lOowilz, 
De  Haier 
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the  soil,  too,  is  sandy,  and  unfavourable  to  vege- 
tation, and  the  grass  destitute  of  that  luxuriant 
verdure  so  grateful  to  the  eye.  They  are,  how- 
ever, neatly  laid  out ;  but  the  railing  of  the 
bridges,  of  which  there  are  h<^^  several,  in  va- 
rious parts,  is  much  out  of  repair,  and  very 
rusty,  nor  does  it  appear  to  have  been,  at  any 
time,  painted.  Visitors  are  not  permitted  to 
enter  with  either  sticks  or  umbrellas,  but  must 
leave  them  at  the  gate.  This  must,  to  those 
who  are  accustomed  to  walk  with  a  cane,  be  a 
very  irksome  regulation.  The  palace  itself  is  an 
antiquated  structure,  with  a  kind  of  belfry  on 
its  summit,  surmounted  by  a  figure  standing  on 
a  globe.  Although  inhabited  by  royalty,  it  has 
nothing  noble  in  its  appearance,  or  rather  seems 
almost  deserted;  for  the  grass  is  sufiered  to 
spring  up  between  the  stones  of  the  paved  area 
in  front  This  may,  perhaps,  not  shock  the  eye 
of  a  native ;  but  oae  accustomed  to  the  neatness 
tmd  eUg^nce  recherchee  of  every  part  of  an  £ng<- 
lish  villa,  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  by  such  sloven- 
liness. 

On  returning  to  the  city,  we  quitted  the  great 
road,  and  passed  the  palace  of  Bellevue,  a  neat 
building  pleasantly  situate  on  the  banks  of  the 
Spree,  where  the  number  of  vessels  imparts  an 
air  of  bustle  and  activity  to  the  scene,  and  the 
view  is  not  unlike  that  of  the  Thames  about 
Oxford*    There  are  lux  powder-magazines  on 
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the  other  side  of  the  river,  with  iron  rods  fixed 
to  upright  poles  to   attract  the  electric  fluid. 
Contiguous  to  them  are  a  number  of  pleasant 
villas  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Berlin, 
situated  on  the  banks,  and  enveloped  in  trees. 
These  have  a  picturesque  appearance,  particu- 
larly one  belonging  to  M.  Behrends,  the  banker, 
'which  has  beautiflil  gardens,  and  a  number  of 
ornamental  temples.      The  next  object  in  the 
environs  is  a  handsome  monument  erected  about 
two  years  ago  from  the  designs  of  M.  SchinkeU 
on  the  summit  of  a  hill  of  considerable  height, 
about  a  mile  from  the  city.     This  structure 
which  is  formed  of  iron,  and  is  of  considerable 
elevation,  is  intended  to  hand  down  the  memory 
<^  those  heroes  who  fell  in  battle,  in  the  war  of 
the  allies  against  France.     It  is  fenced  with  a 
railing,  and  a  flight  of  five  steps  leads  to  a  plat- 
form  or  terrace  twenty-two  feet  square,  in  the 
centre  of  which  stands  the  monument,  which  has 
the  character  of  a  Gothic  spire,  surmounted  by 
a  cross.    There  are  various  niches,  ornamented 
•  with  figures,  holding  swords  and  laurels  in  their 
hands.     The  following  are  the  dates  of  the  bat- 
tles here  recorded :  — • 

Gross  Goerschen        -  May  IS.  1813. 

Gross  Beeren     -        -  August  23.  1813. 

Katzbach     -        -      -  August  26. 1813. 

Culm        ...  August  so.  1813. 

Dannewitz  -        -  September  6. 1813« 
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Wartenburg 

. 

October  3. 1815* 

Leipsic 

- 

October  18. 181S. 

Rothiere 

-    - 

February  1.  1814. 

Bar-sur-Aube 

- 

February  27.  1814, 

Laon 

- 

March  9.  1814. 

Paris    - 

. 

March  20.  1814. 

Belle  Alliance 

. 

June  18.  1815. 

The  names  of  the  more  remarkable  actions  are 
in  italics,  and  gilded.  In  one  niche  it  was  in- 
tended to  place  the  effigy  of  Blucher.  There  is 
an  inscription  in  German,  mentioning  that  the 
King  erected  this  structure  for  <'  the  blood  of  his 
subjects  shed  in  battle.'' 

About  five  miles  from  this  place  is  the  village 
of  Gross  Beeren,  where  a  sanguinary  engage- 
ment took  place  between  the  Prussians  and 
French,  which  extended  to  this  spot.  The  emi- 
nence on  which  the  monument  stands  commands 
a  beautiful  prospect  of  Berlin.  It  is  impossible 
to  leave  this  subject  without  recollecting  the  ex- 
traordinary and  unaccountable  fact,  that  it  has 
never  entered  into  the  contemplation  of  the 
Prussian  government  to  erect  a  monument  to 
Kutusov. 

It  may  be  worth  remarking,  that  besides  the 
Orders  of  the  Black  and  Red  Eagle,  of  St.  John, 
and  of  the  Iron  Cross,  there  is  a  female  Order, 
that  of  Louisa,  which  is  conferred  on  ladies  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  in  their  attention 
to  the  distressed. 


BIBLE  SOCIETY.  US 

The  Bible  Society  here  has  distributed  about 
two  hundred  thousand  copies  of  the  Scriptures ; 
and,  by  a  proclamation  of  December  gth,  1825, 
His  M^esty  commanded,  that  an  annual  col- 
lection should  be  made  in  all  the  Protestant 
churches  of  the  kingdom,  to  promote  the  flir- 
ther  circulation  of  the  sacred  volume. 

This  imperfect  account  of  the  Prussian  capital 
cannot  be  concluded  without  adverting  to  the 
hospitality,  pohteness,  and  urbanity,  we  expe- 
rienced from  Earl  Clanwilliam,  who  so  de- 
servedly holds  the  situation  of  representative 
of  Great  Britain. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Departure*  —  Roads.  —    Villages^    Sfc,  —   Freientxmlde. 

—  Royal  cMteau  and  gardens.  —  Zechder.  —  The 
Oder.  —  Prospects.  —  Konigsherg.  —  Lake.  —  HuS' 
bandry.  —  Behn.  —  Pyritz.  —  Conflagration.  —  Lake.  — 
Stargard. -^  Lake.  —  Nassau.'^  Naugard.  —  PUuhe.'^ 
Riga  river.  —  Chdieau.  —  Peasantry.  —  Corlin.  —  River 
Perante.  —  Coslin. —  Statue  of  Frederick  William.  —  Su- 
preme Tribunal.  —  Vietu  of  Baltic.  —  ScA/atoe.  —  Siolpe. 
— Launberg. — Gottingen.'^Neustadt. —  Cloister.^"^  Katz. 

—  Prospect  ofDantzic.  —  Hotel. 

On  the  4th  of  June  we  departed  from  Berlin, 
having  first  given  a  military  appearance  to  my 
costume,  by  attaching  a  red  collar  to  my  blue 
surtout,  as  I  had  been  informed  that  far  more 
attention  is  shown  to  strangers  in  the  Russian 
territories,  and  less  delay  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing fresh  post-horses,  if  so  equipped,  than  when 
they  travel  in  a  plain  costume.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  this  little  ntse  de  guerre  on  my  part 
will  be  deemed  excusable,  although  it  was  cer- 
tainly travelling  under  false  colours ;  and  as  I 
also  wore  an  order  presented  to  me  by  the  late 
King  of  France,  I  might  certainly,  en  passant^  be 
taken  for  a  military  man.  I  did  not,  however, 
describe  myself  as  such  in  my  passports,  as  that 
would  have  been  assuming 'too  much;  though 
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as  Gibbet  says  in  the  play,  '<  Captain  is  a  good 
travelling  name,  for  it  stops  a  great  many  foolish 
enquiries  that  are  generally  made  about  gentle- 
men who  travel,  and  it  gives  a  man  an  air  of 
something,  and  makes  the  drivers  obedient ;  so 
that  thus  far  I  am  a  captain,  and  no  further.'^ 

On  leaving  the  city  the  postilion  sounded  a 
French  horn  that  was  hung  over  his  shoulder. 
We  passed  along  an  alley  planted  on  each  side 
with  poplars ;  and  having  proceeded  about  three 
miles,  came  within  view  of  a  lake.  The  road, 
which  workmen  were  then  employed  in  macadam- 
izing, was  good,  and  formed  a  striking  contrast 
to  the  sandy  tract  we  had  travelled  across  on  the 
other  side  of  the  city.  The  country,  too,  was 
pleasant,  but  rather  woody  ;  and  we  passed  se- 
veral villages,  the  spires  of  whose  churches 
formed  prominent  objects  in  the  landscape.  The 
farm-houses  resembled  those  we  had  seen  on  the 
route  from  Hamburgh,  and  many  of  them  had 
ovens  for  baking  bread,  situate  at  some  distance 
from  them.  The  ploughs  we  saw,  were  drawn 
by  three  oxen,  and  were  of  exceedingly  rude  con- 
struction. The  crops  were  principally  rye  and  po- 
tatoes ;  the  flocks  of  geese  numerous ;  and  in  a 
wood  we  passed  through,  were  several  wild  deer. 
Stones  of  a  very  large  size  were  still  to  be  seen 
scattered  over  many  of  the  fields,  and  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  been  cast  up  from  the  crater 
of  a  volcano ;  some  of  them  might,  at  a  little 

I  2 


116  FREIENWALDE.  —  CHATEAU  AND  GARDENS. 

distance,  be  actually  mistaken  for  sheep,  both 
from  their  colour  and  form.  The  road  afterwards 
struck  through  a  wood  of  pine  and  then  of  beech, 
where  the  trees,  planted  on  each  side,  were  fenced 
by  large  stones  to  protect  them  from  the  wheels 
of  carriages.  There  were  recesses  in  several 
parts  of  the  road,  with  seats  cut  out  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  weary  pedestrian.  This, 
and  the  many  other  woods  we  had  travelled 
through,  repeatedly  brought  to  mind  the  beautiful 
remark  of  the  poet,  that  — 

'^  There  is  a  pleasure  in  the  pathless  woods, 
There  is  a  rapture  on  the  lonely  shore, 
There  is  a  society  where  none  intrudes, 
By  the  deep  sea,  and  music  in  its  roar. 
I  love  not  man  the  less,  but  nature  more 
From  these  our  interviews ;  in  which  I  steal 
From  all  I  may  be,  or  have  been  before, 
To  mingle  with  the  universe,  and  feel 

What  I  can  ne'er  express,  yet  can  not  all  conceal.'* 

On  leaving  this  wood,  the  country  became  hilly, 
and  shortly  afterwards  a  most  beautiful  prospect 
of  an  extensive  landscape  burst  upon  the  eye.  At 
Freienwalde  is  a  royal  chateau  on  the  side  of  the 
road,  with  gardens  adjoining,  which  is  visited  by 
His  Majesty  twice  a-year.  There  are  baths  about 
three  miles  from  the  town.  The  rose  trees  here, 
in  front  of  many  of  the  houses,  were  twenty-five 
feet  in  height,  and  had  a  profusion  of  beautiful 
flowers.     We  shortly  after  passed  a  large  mea- 
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dow,  where  we  observed  the  mode  of  piling  hay 
to  preserve  it  during  the  time  of  inundation  :  this 
is  done  by  erecting  a  platform  six  feet  in  height, 
laid  on  upright  stakes  of  wood,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  a  high  pole,  the  hay  being  raised  to 
within  thirteen  feet  at  top  of  it.  These  plat- 
forms may  amount,  perhaps,  to  a  thousand; 
they  have  a  very  singular  appearance,  and  re- 
semble, at  a  distance,  so  many  bee-hives.  The 
country,  in  this  direction,  is  extremely  pictu- 
resque, owing  to  the  windings  of  the  river. 
Zechder,  where  we  next  changed  horses,  is 
situated  on  an  elevation  having  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  windings  of  the  Oder  beneath  it,  and  of 
the  vessels  that  are  constantly  passing  and  re- 
passing, whose  white  swelling  sails  form  a  beau- 
tiful contrast  to  the  foliage  through  which  they 
are  seen  gliding.  On  resuming  our  journey  we 
crossed  a  naked  country,  until,  on  descending  a 
valley,  the  scene  suddenly  changed,  and  we  had 
a  view  of  Lake  Mantel,  whose  sides  were  richly 
adorned  with  dark  woods.  We  passed  a  village 
near  its  banks,  totally  obscured  by  trees,  with 
two  venerable  churches  and  ivy-mantled  towers. 
This  is  a  niost  romantic  situation ;  and  it  was 
heightened  by  the  tranquillity  of  the  evening, 
the  smoke  ascending  from  the  cottages,  the  pea- 
sants returning  from  the  labours  of  the  field,  and 
by  occasional  glimpses  of  the  lake  through  the 
trees,  while  the  whole  scene  was  gilded  by  the 
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setting  of  a  glorious  sun  reflected  on  the  bosom 
of  the  glassy  waters. 

ThiB  16  the  poet's,  this  the  pamter's  hour. 
The  tranquil  hour  of  beauty  and  of  peace. 
When  scenes  of  visioned  bliss  arrest  the  eye, 
And  clouds  themselves,  like  creatures  of  the  air. 
And  pleasure's  heralds,  don  their  glorious  suits. 
For  now  the  sinking  monarch  of  the  skies 
Bathes  him  in  streams  of  radiance :  floating  gold. 
With  purple  veined  in  many  a  sportive  shape, 
F&vilion  round  his  throne ;  while  the  glad  earth, 
Spectator  of  his  glory,  hails  her  lord. 
Exulting  in  the  lustre  of  his  face. 
Man,  too,  rejoicing  in  the  view  divine, 
His  bosom  feels  with  softened  rapture  filled. 
And  reads  the  prophecy  of  future  bliss 
Inscribed  in  the  skies* 

The  road  ran  upon  a  line  of  this  sheet  of  water ; 
and  after  leaving  it,  entered  a  wood,  where  it 
became  as  bad  as  that  we  had  travelled  between 
Hamburgh  and  Berlin. 

At  eight  o'clock  we  reached  Konigsbeig; 
and  after  stopping  here  for  the  night,  we  re- 
sumed our  journey  the  next  morning  at  an 
early  hour.  The  road  itself  was  sandy,  but 
otherwise  pleasing,  venerable  lime  and  oak  trees 
being  planted  on  each  side  of  it.  The  gardens 
in  the  villages,  which  were  cultivated  with  hops, 
were  fenced  with  high  strong  boards.    AU  ^e 
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houses  had  remarkable  high  ^  roofs  of  thatch. 
After  paating  a  sheet  of  water  called  Lake  Tua, 
the  road  pursues  its  course  for  a  long  way 
between  laige  lime  trees,  forming  a  noble  avenue. 
The  scenery  around  was  beautiful,  the  grounds 
highly  cultivated,  bearing  all  the  marks  of  good 
husbandry  and  fertility,  and  there  was  some  of 
the  richest  clover  we  had  seen.  At  the  end  of 
the  lake  is  the  small  town  of  Behn. 

Three  more  hours'  journey  brought  us  to 
Fyritz,  a  place  consisting  of  one  principal  street, 
and  having  about  4^000  inhabitants.;  it  is  walled 
round,  and  has  ancient  towers,  and  a  moat,  now 
nearly  choked  up.  About  two  years  ago,  a 
dreadful  conflragratbn  occurred,  when  fifky 
houses  and  magazines  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  de- 
vouring element.  The  dress  of  the  lower  orders 
of  females  here  is  singularly  clumsy  and  gro- 
tesque, being  a  jacket  of  blue  doth,  with  a  row 
of  a  great  many  buttons  in  front ;  and  coarae 
drugget  petticoats,  plaited  and  bunched  out  at 
the  hips,  like  those  of  the  Flemish  and  Dutch 
womra.  This  costume,  which  has  as  little  <^ 
taste  to  recommend  it  as  can  well  be  imagined, 
is  certainly  not  rendered  more  attractive  by  the 
extreme  shortness  of  the  lower  garments ;  and  as 
these  ladies  wear  neither  shoes  nor  stockings,  the 
very  liberal  display  of  their  persons  does  not  pre- 
possess a  stranger  greatly  in  favour  of  their  de- 
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Jicacy,  especially  as  the  limbs  thus  exposed, 
cannot  be  compared,,  even  by  the  most  violent 
poetical  catachresis,  either  to  ivory  or  snow. 

A  short  way  beyond  this  place  appeared  Lake 
Madie»  which  is  three  miles  in  length,  and  forms 
a  junction  with  the  Oder,  having  a  village  in 
front  of  it  called  Verben.  Hitherto  the  soil  had 
heen  sandy,  but.  now  it  assumed  a  black  appear- 
ance, and  in. some  parts  the  peasants  were  occu- 
pied in  cutting  turf  for  winter  fuel.  Great 
quantities  of  manure  were  lying  by  the  side  of 
the  road.  The  next  place  we  came  to  was  Star* 
gard,,  a  town  taken  by  the  Russians  in  1768. 
The  population  is  about  7200;  and  there  aire 
Ibur  churches,  of  which  the  principal  one,  built 
in  the  Gothic  style,  is  like  a  cathedral,  and 
attracts  attention  from  its  antiquity  and  its  lofty 
towers.  We  looked  into  it,  and  found  it -had 
just  been  repaired :  over  the  altar  is  a  painting 
of  the  Nativity,  and  others  of  the  twelve  Apos- 
tles, six  on  each  side,  in  neat  carved  niches. 
There  was  a  fine  organ  ;  and  on  the  walls  were 
hung  portraits  of  Luther,  and  other  ecclesiastics 
who  contended  for  the  estabUshment  of  the  Pro- 
testant faith  in  opposition  to  the  doctrines  of 
Popery.  Festoons  of  green  leaves  had  been 
suspended  between  the  pillars,  on  occasion  of 
some  reUgious  ceremony  which  had  lately  taken 
place. 

After  waiting  an  hour  for  horses,  we  again 
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proceeded;  but  nothing  interesting  presented 
itself  during  this  stage.  Beyond  Lake  Lenzhese, 
was  a  miseraA>le  tract,  with  a  deal  of  waste  land. 
At  six  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Massou,  pleasantly 
situate  on  a  height  upon  the  river  Varshese. 
It  is  surrounded  by  ancient  walls  of  bricks,  with 
watch  towers  and  gates.  We  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded along  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  were 
extremely  picturesc^ue,  and  covered  with  a  pro- 
fusion of  com.  This  night  we  reached  Nau- 
gard^  having  travelled  altogether  sixty-five 
£ngiish  miles  in  the  course  of  the  day.  This 
town  has  a  church  in  the  Gothic  style,  where, 
vrhea  the  French  occupied  it,  in  1808,  they  dis- 
covered three  nunneries.  There  is  a  soldier's 
guard  here,  a  dtilitary  force  being  indispensable, 
as  there  is  a  prison  for  felons,  similar  in  appear- 
ance to  a  fortress.  At  this  time  there  were  400 
criminals,  some  of  whom  were  working  in  the 
fields,  and  all  were  distinguished  by  a  particular 
dress,  the  one-half  of  which  is  of  a  yellow  and  the 
other  of  a  grey  colour.  One  malefactor  having 
recently  attacked  a  domestic  and  stabbed  him  to 
the  heart,  had  been  condemned  to  death,  and  his 
head  was  struck  off  with  a  hatchet,  outside  of 
one  of  the  gates. 

Next  morning  we  resumed  our  route,  and 
passed  through  Plathe,  where  we  changed 
horses,  a  small  town  situate  on  a  river,  and 
surrounded  by  gardens.    At  the  entrance  to  it 
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18  an  ancient  ch&teau,  which  exhibits  l2ie  ravages 
of  time.  We  crossed  a  bridge  below  the  town, 
where  the  banks  of  the  river  are*  clothed  with 
wood }  and  making  some  observations  on  its  in- 
secure state,  were  informed  that  the  preceding 
winter,  while  two  of  our  countrymen  were 
crossing  it  in  a  carriage,  it  broke  down  in  the 
centre,  and  the  horses  perished.  We  proceeded 
along  an  extensive  heath,  with  a  small  lake  in 
view,  where  the  peasantry  were  employed  in  im- 
proving the  waste  lands.  Corlin  was  the  next 
place  where  we  stopped:  this  town,  which  is 
pleasantly  situate  on  the  river  Persante,  has 
about  1300  inhabitants,  and  is  a  place  of  some 
trade,  having  several  woollen  manufactures. 
The  mills,  too,  for  grinding  cdm  and  cutting 
wood,  give  it  an  air  of  industry  and  labour. 
The  river  abounds  with  salmon.  We  were  again 
annoyed  by  the  delay  experienced  in  changing 
horses;  and  would  advise  those  who  travel  in 
this  country,  to  provide  themselves  with  a  con- 
siderable stock  of  patience,  as  they  will  find 
ample  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  it,  par- 
ticularly if  they  have  been  accustomed  to  En- 
glish postilions,  and  to  the  dispatch  used  by  them 
in  changing  horses.  Some  excuse,  however,  may 
be  reasonably  made  for  the  want  of  dexterity  in 
this  respect,  which  is  so  apt  to  call  forth  the 
animadversion  of  my  countrymen,  —viz.  the  ex- 
treme rarity  of  travellers,  and  the  consequent 
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who  attend  upon  them.     In  the  course  of  the 
whole  of  this  day's  journey  we  did  not  meet 
witli  a  single  traveller  of  any  description.    That 
part  of  the  country  we  were  now  in,  was  ele- 
vated, and  at  no  great  distance  from  the  sea. 
We  passed  a  lake  on  which  the  sun  sparkled  with 
remarkable  brilliancy;  and  the  dazzling  light 
was  beautiiuUy  contrasted  by  a  village  on  its 
banks,   with   a  spire  shooting  up  from  amid 
trees  which  formed  a  broad  mai^  of  shade.    It 
was  sunset  when  we  arrived  at  Coslin,  whose 
well-paved  streets,  and  neat  houses,  gave  it  an 
air  of  elegance  we  had  met  with  no  where  since 
quitting  the  capital.    There  is  a  spacious  square 
here,  surrounded  with  buildings  erected  on  a 
regular  plan  ;  and  in  the  centre  of  it  is  placed  a 
statue  of  Frederick  William,  as  a  grateful  me- 
morial on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  for  the 
liberality  with  which  that  Prince  assisted  them 
in  re-building  the  greater  part  of  the  town, 
after    it    had  been   destroyed  by    fire.      On 
each  side  of  the  pedestal  is  a  Latin  inscrip- 
tion, and  various  allegorical  and  emblematical 
figures;    and   the    whole   is  surrounded  with 
an  iron   railing,    having  a   military  trophy  at 
each  comer.     There  are  two  brick  churches, 
both  in  the  Gothic  style,  which  have  a  very 
antiquated  and   grotesque   appearance  within, 
many  of  the  seats  being  similar  to  cages,  with 
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singular  railings.  Portraits  of  Luther  and  other 
celebrated  fathers  of  the  Protestant  church,  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  decorate  the  walls. 
Judging  from  the  enormous  size  of  the  poor- 
box  placed  in  the  centre  of  the  church,  it  should 
seem  that  the  contributions  in  behalf  of  the  in- 
digent must  be  exceedingly  liberal.  It  resembles 
a  huge  trunk,  five  feet  in  length  by  three  in 
breath,  arched  at  top,  with  an  aperture,  and 
bound  round  with  iron.  Over  the  altar  is  a  full- 
length  effigy  of  Christ  extended  on  the  cross, 
with  the  two  thieves ;  at  the  back  of  which  is  a 
large  shrine,  with  representations  of  religious 
characters  curiously  carved  in  wood,  and 
painted ;  which  must  have  been  erected  at  the 
period  of  Catholicism.  The  town  contains  6000 
inhabitants,  and  the  supreme  tribunal  of  the 
country  is  held  here. 

On  changing  horses,  we  ascended  a  very  high 
hill  beyond  the  town,  from  the  summit  of  which 
there  is  a  fine  prospect,  both  of  the  town  itself, 
and  the  Baltic  Sea.  During  thi^  stage,  we  had  a 
pleasant  drive  through  a  woody  country,  where 
the  villages  were  enclosed  with  trees,  and  the 
crops  looked  vigorous.  We  now  arrived  at 
Schlawe,  a  small  walled  town,  situate  in  an  ex- 
tensive plain  on  the  banks  of  a  small  river.  Over 
the  gate  is  a  high  tower  of  four  stories.  A  num- 
ber of  gardens  and  large  bleaching  grounds  sur- 
round the  place. 
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After  changing  horses,  we  traversed  for  some 
way  a  country  covered  with  wood,  till,  on  a  sud- 
den, it  changed  to  barren  heath,  where  yellow 
broom,  and  many  wild  flowers,  were  wasting  their 
sweets  on  the  desert  air.  On  the  sides  of  the  road 
many  of  the  trees  were  the  very  images  of  winter, 
their  leaves  having  been  totally  devoured  by  the 
inaikafer,  an  insect  the  size  of  a  beetle,  and,  I 
believe,  known  in  England  under  the  name  of 
cockchaffer :  it  subsists  on  the  leaves  of  trees  j 
but  avoids  those  of  the  lime.  As  it  often 
strikes  against  objects  when  flying,  it  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  blind ;  and  this  has  occasioned  the 
proverb  "  As  blind  as  a  beetle/*  Their  ravages 
are  often  equal  to  those  of  locusts,  and  in  their 
flight  they  have  been  known  to  darken  the  air. 
They  commit  great  destruction  here ;  and  on 
shaking  a  tree,  thousands  of  them  drop  off. 

We  arrived  at  nine  o'clock  at  Stolpe,  a  pretty 
large  town,  with  a  castle  and  ramparts ;  and  put 
up  at  the  cleanest  inn  we  had  seen  in  Prussia ; 
but  soon  set  out  again,  and,  travelling  all  night, 
reached  Launberg  at  four  o'clock.  The  morning 
was  exceedingly  fine,  but  the  thermometer  stood 
so  low  as  45^.  Some  parts  of  the  farms  were 
enclosed  with  fences,  which  we  had  not  before 
seen.  The  great  diversity  of  scenery  which 
occurs  in  the  course  of  a  few  miles,  is  very  re- 
markable: in  one  place,  a  rich  country,  with 
luxuriant  crops,  will  appeat;  this  is  succeeded 
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by  one  totally  covered  with  wood ;  and  again, 
by  a  third  of  barren  sandy  heath.  After  passing 
Gottingen  the  country  became  highly  pic- 
turesque ;  for,  on  each  side,  was  a  chain  of  high 
hills,  stretching  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and 
covered  to  the  top  with  wood.  These  green 
ramparts  of  foliage,  the  luxuriant  crops,  and 
villages  enclosed  with  trees,  formed  altogether 
the  finest  scenery  we  had  seen  in  this  country. 
We  were  also  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  the 
toilsome  sandy  tract  was  passed,  and  that  we 
were  now  on  a  substantial  line  of  road,  covered 
with  gravel,  and  adorned  with  trees  at  measured 
distances ;  nor  is  a  better  road  to  be  found  in 
England. 

Neustadt^  where  we  next  arrived,  is  a  small 
town»  having  about  900  inhabitants;  and  one 
square»  with  a  cistern  in  the  centre,  surrounded 
with  trees.  There  are  two  churches,  one  of 
them  belonging  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  which 
has  also  a  cloister,  with  seven  monks  of  the 
Franciscan  order,  and  a  school  for  instruction  in 
the  principles  of  the  Catholic  faith.  There  are 
in  this  church  full-length  portraits  of  several 
Franciscans,  and  before  it  a  high  cross,  with  the 
effigy  of  our  Saviour.  A  number  of  Catholics 
reside  in  this  place  j  and  an  opulent  individual, 
named  Vaier,  has,  in  his  enthusiasm  for  the  pro- 
pagation of  their  doctrines,  erected  a  number  of 
chapels  in  difierent  parts  of  the  country,  which 
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are  similar  to  those  in  Catholic  countries  for  re- 
ligious devotion.  In  a  village  called  Lessen, 
some  robbers  broke  into  the  church,  and  carried 
off  all  the  plate.  The  thermometer,  at  twelve 
o^clock,  was  at  76°,  the  greatest  degree  of  heat 
we  had  experienced  this  summer. 

During  our  next  stage  the  beautiful  chain  of 
hills  still  continued,  till,  after  we  had  proceeded  a 
short  way,  the  mighty  Baltic  presented  itself;  and 
we  came  to  Katz,  a  large  post-house  romantically 
situate  on  an  elevation,  surrounded  with  trees. 
After  this  a  delightful  view  of  an  extensive  bay 
suddenly  burst  upon  us,  with  a  prospect  of 
Dantzic,  and  numerous  vessels  at  anchcu*, 
forming  a  scene  resembling  the  line  of  coast 
from  Leith  to  Berwick.  We  passed  several 
villas  and  cottages  on  the  brow  of  the  hills,  an4 
along  each  side  of  the  road  met  many  of  the 
Dantzickers  driving  from  town  in  their  "  Stuhl- 
wagens,"  with  their  families,  and  smoking  their 
pipes  in  Turkish  luxury.  On  approaching  the 
town  we  passed  along  an  avenue,  with  a  double 
row  of  lime  trees,  not  unlike  the  approach  to 
Berlin  by  the  Brandenburg  Gate  ;  and  selected 
for  our  quarters  the  '^  Deutsche  Hotel,''  which 
is  reckoned  the  best  in  the  city. 
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The  Gedanum  of  the  ancients,  now  Dantzic, 
the  capital  of  West  Prussia,  is  situate  on  the 
west  branch  of  the  Vistula,  near  its  entrance 
into  the  Baltic,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
richest  cities  in  the  Prussian  dominions.  The 
town  is  extensive,  is  encompassed  with  forti- 
fications and  moats,  and  has  a  good  harbour. 
Both  its  strength  and  commercial  importance, 
which  latter  may  be  dated  from  as  far  back  as  the 
year  997f  render  it  a  place  of  considerable  note. 
Anciently  it  ranked  as  the  principal  of  the  Hanse 
Towns,  and  was  under  the  protection  of  Poland ; 
but  in  1793  resigned  itself  to  Prussia.  In  I8O7, 
after  a  siege  of  four  months,  it  was  taken  by  the 
French,  who  demanded  contributions  to  the  ex- 
tent of  about  16,000,000  of  franks  j  by  the  treaty 
of  Tilsit,  however,  it  was  restored  to  its  former  in- 
dependence, under  the  protection  of  Prussia  and 
Saxony.  In  1812  it  was  again  besieged  by  the 
Allies,  when,  after  a  brave  defence,  it  surrendered 
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to  them,  Jan.  1.  1814,  and  once  more  reverted 
to  Prussia. 

There  are  not  so  many  objects  of  interest  as 
might  be  supposed  in  a  city  of  this  extent,  and 
one  whose  population  is  estimated  at  60,000. 
The  general  physiognomy  of  the  buildings,  how- 
ever, is  very  striking ;  having  an  air  of  antiquity 
beyond  that  of  almost  any  place  we  had  before 
visited.  The  houses,  which  are  built  of  brick, 
are  narrow  in  front,  are  from  five  to  six  stories  in 
height,  and  exhibit  great  diversity  of  form.  Most 
of  them  are  full  of  windows,  and  ornamented  with 
various  devices  and  fantastical  effigies.  The 
streets  are  narrow,  and  there  are  no  foot-pave- 
ments, as  the  space  is  completely  occupied  by 
enormous  projections  and  antiquated  stairs  in 
front  of  the  houses.  Some  of  them  have  massive 
iron  railings,  with  brass  ornaments,  and  others 
are  altogether  of  stone,  with  grotesque  figures  of 
lions,  eagles,  and  fish,  and  enormpus  balls.  Be- 
neath these  projections  are  booths,  and  in  front 
of  the  houses  are  large  wells.  We  may  presume 
that  these  singular  constructions  are  considered 
beautiful;  for  they  have  certainly  neither  con- 
venience nor  any  other  advantage  to  recommend 
them,  or  rather,  are  positive  incumbrances  and 
nuisances;  yet  an  artist  might  consider  them 
picturesque.  The  shops  or  warehouses  for  ready- 
made  coffins,  with  inscriptions  over  them,  struck 
us  as  being  peculiar  to  this  place,  and  seemed  to 
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indicate  some  extraordinary  mortality.  The  city 
has  four  gates,  having  a  centre  arch  for  carriages^ 
and  one  on  each  side  for  pedestrians.  Most 
of  the  shops  are  curiously  constructed  :  on  each 
side  of  the  entrances  is  a  window,  exhibiting  the 
articles  for  sale,  but  the  shop  itself  is  quite  at 
the  rear  of  the  building,  and  one  has  to  pass 
through  a  long  vestibule  before  he  reaches  it 
There  are  eighteen  churches  j  twelve  of  the  Lu- 
theran, and  six  of  the  Catholic  persuasion.  The 
chief  of  these  is  the  cathedral,  which  is  a  large 
Gothic  structure,  supported  in  the  interior  by 
,thirty-four  columns.  This  church  contains  an 
object  of  great  interest  to  the  connoisseur,  namely, 
the  celebrated  Danziger  Bild,  or  Last  Judgment, 
by  John  Van  Eyck.  Some  doui)ts  as  to  its  being 
really  the  performance  of  that  artist  have  been 
entertained;  but  the  reasons  adduced  against 
the  prevalent  opinion  are  not  very  satisfactory, 
and  Mad.Schoppenhaner,  in  herlifeof  Van  Eyck, 
attributes  it  to  him  without  hesitation.  As  a 
minute  description  of  this  extraordinary  work 
may  be  acceptable  to  the  reader,  I  shall  avail 
myself  of  her  words :  —  "  The  painting  con- 
sists.  of  a  centre  compartment,  and  two  lesser 
ones,  forming  folds  or  shutters  to  enclose  it 
IJpon  a  splendid  rainbow,  reaching  nearly  to  the 
lower  verge  of  the  picture,  the  Saviour  is  seen 
enthroned  in  glory,  and  seated  in  the  awful  cha- 
racter of  Judge,   having  on   one  side  a  fiery 
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8word,  on  the  other  a  lily ;  while  a  golden  globe, 
hovering  in  the  air,  serves  him  for  a  footstool. 
He  is  arrayed  in  a  red  mantle,  fastened  at  the 
breast  with  a  rich  clasp,  and  falling  back  in  pic- 
turesque folds,  so  as  to  discover  his  naked  body« 
Above  him  hover  four  angels,  in  coloured  gar- 
ments, holding  the  emblems  of  his  passion ;  while 
close  behind  the  rainbow  are  seated  the  twelve 
apostles,  six  on  each  side;  and  at  the  extremity 
of  the  semicircle  thus  formed,  on  the  right-hand, 
is  seen  the  Virgin,  kneeling  in  an  attitude  of 
adoration.  She  is  clothed  in  a  mantle  of  a  dark 
green  hue,  and  has  a  glory  of  rays  round  her 
head.  Her  countenance  is  finely  expressive  of 
maternal  love  and  interceding  pity.  Opposite 
to  her,  at  the  other  extremity  of  the  range  of 
apostles,  is  John  the  Baptist,  who  has  likewise  a 
g\ory  round  his  head,  and  who  is  attired  with  a 
garment  of  iGne  skins,  over  which  is  a  green 
mantle  lined  with  red.  The  hands  of  these 
figures  are  rather  thin,  but  most  exquisitely 
finished,  and  have  all  the  warmth  of  lUe.  Below 
this  group  are  beheld  three  angels,  sounding  the 
trumpet  that  wakes  a  guilty  world  to  judgment; 
All  the  preceding  figures  are  in  the  air.  Upon 
the  earth  a  different  scene  presents  itself: — ^in  the 
centre  stands  the  towering  form  of  the  archangel 
Michael,  with  his  back  towards  the  spectator, 
and  clad  in  golden  armour,  that,  like  the  globe 
on  which  the  feet  of  the  Saviour  rest,  reflects  the 
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surrounding  objects.     His  wings  are  formed  of 
radiant  peacock's  feathers,  while  a  large  scarlet 
mantle,  embroidered  with  golden  flowers,  lined 
with  purple,  and  adorned  with  a  border  of  pearls 
and  precious  stones,  hangs  from  his  shoulders, 
and  is  so  disposed  as  to  display  his  armour.     A 
small  fillet,  having  in  front  a  cross  of  jewels, 
binds  his  majestic  brows,  and  the  golden  curls 
that  surround  them.  Aloft,  in  his  right  hand,  he 
holds  a  long  black  rod,  the  upper  extremity  of 
which  is  a  richly-jewelled  cross;  in  his  left,  he 
bears  the  awful  scales  of  Divine  Justice.    In  the 
right  bowl  of  the  scales  is  a  just  spirit ;  in  the 
other,  which  is  poised  on  high,  is  the  soul  of  one 
who  is  found  wanting  in  righteousness — and  the 
attitude  of  the   wretch,   whom   a  demon   has 
already  seized  by  the  hair,  denotes  the  utmost 
horror.     It  is  impossible  to  conceive  any  thing 
more  imposing,  more  noble,  more  full  of  dignity, 
than  the  figure  of  the  archangel  himself^  or  than 
the  expression  of  his  countenance.     Yet  in  this 
and  some  other  heads,  a  critical  eye  may  detect, 
through  the  thin  coat  of  colour,  the  marks  of  the 
first  outline  in  black-lead ;  indicating  that  in  the 
progress  of  his  work  the  artist  had  deviated  from 
his  first  idea.     The  groups  of  those  who  have 
already  risen  from  their  graves,  or  are  in  the  act 
of  awakening  from  the  sleep  of  death,  are  too 
various  to  be  described.    Both  in  the  foreground 
and  distance,  figures  are  seen  rising  from  the 
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earth,  with  countenances  indicating  a  conscious- 
ness of  their  approaching  doom,  whether  of  bliss 
of  misery.  On  one  grave-stone  is  the  date 
GccLxvii.  J  but  this,  as  well  as  the  head  of  the 
figure  in  the  right  scale>  and  that  of  one  of  the 
three  angels  with  the  trumpet,  appears  to  have 
been  painted  by  a  later  hand.  Immediately  be- 
hind the  archangel,  an  angel  and  a  devil  are 
contending  for  the  possession  of  a  soul.  The 
condemned  souls,  on  the  left-hand  of  Michael, 
express  horror,  anguish,  and  despair  bordering 
on  madness,  and  exhibit  various  groups,  of  every 
age,  and  of  both  sexes.  Fantastic  demon  shapes, 
several  of  which  have  butterfly-wings,  mingle 
among  the  damned,  and  are  seen  driving  them  to 
the  abyss,  with  the  most  satanic  joy : —  not  even 
Dante's  powerful  fancy  could  invent  any  thing 
more  wildly  terrific.  The  scene  on  the  right  is 
a  perfect  contrast  to  the  preceding  :  here  all  is 
rapture  and  ecstasy ;  but  in  some  of  the  female 
heads  the  expression  of  joy  appears  to  be 
rather  too  infantine.  Amidst  these  groups,  a 
negro  forms  a  prominent  object ;  while  on  the 
opposite  side — where,  by  the  by,  there  is  no 
want  of  heads  with  the  monkish  tonsure  —  is 
shown,  by  way  of  contrast  to  this  baptized  negro, 
a  virtuous  heathen,  who  although  not  absolutely 
condemned  to  the  tortures  of  hell,  is  yet,  ac- 
cording to  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic  church, 
considered  as  incapable  of  partaking  of  the  bliss 

K  3 


lS4t         **  LAST  judgment/*   BY  VAN  £YCK. 

of  the  redeemed :  —  the  countenance  exhibits 
deep  sorrow,  yet  neither  fear  nor  pain. 

"  A  painting  on  the  left  of  the  two  doors  to 
the  picture,  displays  the  region  of  torture,  where, 
amid  horrid  gloomy  rocks  and  flames,  are  beheld 
the  damned,  abandoned  to  the  most  dreadful  de- 
spair ;  while  demons,  of  the  most  loathsome  and 
hideous  forms,  are  precipitating  them  from  the 
crags  into  the  flaming,  smoking  abyss.  They  are 
hurled  over  each  other  in  every  direction,  and 
some  are  seen  climbing  up  again  in  wild  despair, 
to  be  once  more  dashed  into  the  terrific  gulf. 

'<  It  is  impossible  to  gaze  on  this  appalling  scene 
without  awe ;  it  is  equally  impossible  not  to  ad« 
mire  the  great  variety  of  attitudes,  the  wonderful 
foreshortening,  and  the  difierent  expressions  of 
despair  the  artist  has  here  shown. 

<^  The  painting  on  the  opposite  door  represents 
the  Christian  Paradise,  into  which  the  souls  of 
the  redeemed  are  seen  entering,  through  a  rich 
Gothic  portal,  into  heaven.  Here  every  counte- 
nance beams  with  celestial  joy,  and  witii  a  fore- 
taste of  the  bliss  that  awaits  them.  In  this  pic- 
ture the  heads  appear  to  be  portraits,  and  are 
finished  with  all  the  delicacy  of  miniatures.*' 

There  is  likewise  in  this  church  an  enormods 
baptismal  font  of  brass,  made  at  Antwerp,  and  sur- 
mounted with  a  railing  which  cost24,000  dollars. 
Various  flags  are  displayed  here,  and  there  are 
portraits  of  several  burgomasters.     Among  the 
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numerous  monuments,  the  most  striking  is  one 
erected  to  the  memory  of  General  Sinclair,  a 
Scotchman,  with  a  long  inscription  explanatory 
of  bis  fortitude  and  intrepidity.  On  the  pedestal 
is  a  view  of  Dantzic ;  and  the  general  is  beheld 
marching  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  to 
storm  it.  During  a  bombardment  in  1557,  great 
damage  was  occasioned  to  this  church,  and  some 
of  the  balls  that  fell,  demolished  many  of  the 
grave-stones.  During  their  possession  of  the 
town,  the  French  committed  great  ravages  on 
this  church. 

The  exchange,  which  is  an  antique  building, 
situate  in  the  Lange  Strasse,  or  principal 
street,  is  eighty-six  feet  in  length,  and  fifty-eight 
in  breadth.  In  the  centre  is  a  statue  of  Au- 
gustus III.  of  Poland :  the  figure,  which  is  of 
white  marble,  is  attired  in  a  mantle,  and  holds 
a  baton  in  the  right,  and  a  sword  in  the  left 
hand.  The  walls  of  this  building  are  covered 
with  antique  paintings,  chiefly  scriptural  sub- 
jects, and  from  the  roof  are  suspended  the  models 
of  four  vessels.  Notwithstanding  the  accommo- 
dation this  large  hall  is  calculated  to  afford,  the 
merchants  generally  assemble  in  the  street  be*- 
fore  it,  as  in  the  Scottish  capital. 

The  town-house  is  a  large  building,  with  a 
door  of  iron.  There  are  two  principal  apart- 
ments :  in  that  where  justice  is  administered,  the 
roof  is  richly  gilded,  and  ancient  paintings  adorn 
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the  walls,  besides  portraits  of  the  last  and  present 
King  of  Prussia:  the  seats  and  the  bar  are 
covered  with  red  velvet.  The  second  room  is 
appropriated  to  civic  entertainments. 

The  theatre  is  a  neat  building  of  brick,  co- 
vered with  white  plaster,  having  a  portico  of 
four  columns  in  front,  and  a  roof  similar  to 
that  of  the  Pantheon  at  Rome.  The  bills  we  ob- 
served stuck  up,  announced  a  performance  called 
«  Adam  and  Eve." 

Among  the  charitable  institutions  is  an  alms- 
house, orphan  hospital,  and  general  hospital, 
containing  accommodation  for  lunatics,  and  one 
for  the  military. 

Criminals  condemned  to  slavery,  are  seen 
going  to  and  returning  from  work,  under  a 
military  guard.  They  are  distinguished  by  a 
particular  dress,  one-half  of  which,  from  the 
neck  to  the  knee,  is  yellow,  and  the  other  black. 
They  are  chained  by  the  neck,  and  the  most 
atrocious  are  distinguished  by  a  cross  iron  worn 
on  the  neck.  Such  a  mode  of  punishment,  even 
for  the  very  worst  of  criminals  (excepting  those 
guilty  of  murder)  is  most  certainly  humane,  and 
•  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with  most  beneficial 
effects.  It  affords  the  criminal  proper  time  for 
repentance  and  making  up  his  peace  with  God, 
while  society  derives  benefit  from  his  manual 
labour.  But  having  already  made  some  remarks 
on  the  efficacy  of  solitary  confinement,  I  shall 
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merely  add,  that  it  is  most  devoutly  to  be  wished 
it.  were  generally  substituted  in  England  for  ca« 
pital  punishment. 

No  one  can  visit  this  city  without  being  struck 
with  the  vast  number  of  that  excommunicated 
race,  the  Jews,  as  to  whom  the  Divine  prediction 
has  been  so  signally  accomplished.  They  abso- 
lutely swarm  here,  and  come  forth  in  clusters  at 
the  hour  when  the  exchange  opens.  Their  dress 
has  something  very  peculiar;  for  they  wear 
broad  hats,  larger  than  those  of  Quakers,  long 
black  gowns,  tied  round  the  waist  with  a  sash, 
and  have  long  beards ;  and  their  chattering  on 
the  exchange  was  quite  deafening. 

It  is  impossible,  however,  to  touch  upon  this 
class  of  our  fellow-creatures,  without  offering 
some  observations  of  a  serious  nature.  Singular 
as  they  appear  in  our  eye,  they  unquestionably 
have  some  claim  to  our  attention.  Although 
many  ages  have  elapsed,  during  which  they  have 
been  <' without  a  king,  a  prince,  and  a  sacrifice," 
and  notwithstanding  they  have  always  been  a 
scattered  race,  "  dispersed  in  the  countries,**  yet 
they  continue,  as  originally,  a  separate  body,  dif- 
ferent from  all  people.  Their  fall  and  degraded 
state,  affords  the  most  powerful  confirmation  of 
the  truth  of  Revelation,  being  a  visible  punish- 
ment for  their  rejection  of  the  Saviour.* 

*  In  Poland,  their  number  is  calculated  at  232,000. 
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Here,  too,  the  stranger's  curiosity  is  attracted 
by  the  crowds  of  natives  of  Poland,  who  resort  to 
this  city.  Of  the  wretchedness  and  squalidity 
of  this  class  of  people,  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
form  an  adequate  idea.  Some  of  them  actually 
appeared  to  resemble  those  Arabs  I  had  seen  at 
Jericho,  being  almost  in  a  state  of  nudity,  and 
others  would  have  made  excellent  scarecrows. 
Their  dress  is  a  coarse  shirt,  reaching  almost  to 
the  heels,  and  so  filthy  as  to  be  quite  disgusting ; 
brown  coats  of  the  roughest  texture,  rags  of 
stockings,  .and  skins  tied  round  their  feet  with 
cord,  complete  their  uncouth  attire.  Their 
countenances  are  of  a  copper  colour,  and  they 
wear  long  hair,  and  round  rough  caps.  From 
the  similarity  in  point  of  dress,  it  was  often 
extremely  difficult  to  distinguish  the  men  from 
the  women  ;  and  so  far  are  the  latter  from  being 
entitled  to  the  epithet  "  fair,"  that  they  may,  * 
from  their  filthiness,  be  denominated  the  ^^fovF^ 
sex  \  their  children,  too,  are  almost  naked,  and 
completely  of  a  tanned  colour.  The  native 
females  of  Dantzic,  however,  are  the  nlost  beau- 
tiful of  any  we  had  seen  j  yet,  to  judge  from  ap- 
pearances, little  can  be  said  in  favour  of  their 
virtue,  for  we  never  before  witnessed  so  many 
instances  of  frailty,  or  so  many  female  servants 
at  the  hotels  in  a  state  of  pregnancy,  as  here. 

Fahrenheit,  the  great  improver  of  the  thermo- 
meter, was  a  merchant  here.    Being  unfortunate 
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in  busdness,  he  had  recourse  to  making  and  sell- 
ing those  instruments.  He  discovered  that  cold 
more  intense  than  ice,  might  be  found  by  a  mix- 
ture of  snow  and  salt ;  and  apprehending  this  to 
be  extreme  cold,  commenced  his  scale  from 
that  point,  which  is  32^  below  freezing  water. 

By  the  civility  of  the  governor,  we  obtained 
an  order  to  visit  the  fortifiqations,  which  are 
situate  on  an  eminence  that  surrounds  the  city. 
Here  the  operations  carried  on  by  the  French, 
have  been  as  extensive  as  they  are  formidable, 
particularly  in  cutting  out  long  subterraneous 
pass^es.  There  are  1500  cannon  locked  up, 
but  not  a  single  gun  is  mounted.  It  is  extraor- 
dinary, that  although  the  approach  to  these  for- 
tifications leads  directly  from  the  great  road,  and  is 
at  such  a  short  distance  from  the  port  of  the  city, 
yet  there  is  neither  gate  nor  barrier  to  prevent 
intrusion.  From  this  elevation,  a  fine  prospect  is 
presented  of  the  windings  of  the  river  and  sea  j 
and  from  this  point  we  counted  100  spires  in 
the  town.  On  the  French  taking  possession  of 
Berlin,  the  King  and  his  court  retired  to  this 
place.  Three  thousand  buildings  were  damaged, 
and  the  whole  suburbs  burned  to  ashes,  under 
Marshal  Lefebre,  which  loss  was  estimated  at  one 
million  sterling.  A  British  consul  is  established 
here. 

Having  viewed  the  town,  we  proceeded  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Vistula,  which  passes  Dantzic,  and 
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loses  itsdf  in  the  sea,  about  five  miles  distant 
fiom  it.    The  water  is  from  fifteen  to  twen^ 
feet  in  depth,  and  not  quite  so  broad  as   the 
Thames.     A  packrt  sails  sixteen  times  a-day 
firom  the  mouth  of  it  to  Dantzic»  and  the  fiire  of 
each  passenger  is  three-pence.     When  the  wind 
is  contrary,   the  vessel  is  towed  by  a  horse 
through  a  canal  which  branches  from  the  river. 
There  is  a  fortress  where  centinels  are  stationed, 
aud  also  a  prison,  with  two  light-houses,  and 
a  powder  magazine.     Twenty  years  ago  vessels 
entered  the  river,  and  proceeded  directly   to 
Dantzic ;  but  this  has  been  found  impracticable, 
firom  the  quantity  of  sand  thrown  up  ;  in  conse^ 
quence  of  which  a  cut  has  been  made,  commu- 
nicating with  the  sea,  about  a  mile  to  the  west, 
twenty  feet  in  breadth,  by  which  they  now  enter. 
At  the  mouth  of  this  canal  are  gates  and  locks, 
which  are  secured  at  night     There  were  here  a 
number  of  vessels  of  different  nations,  especially 
Dutch.     At  the  extremity  of  the  canal  where 
the  land  ends,  is  a  prodigiously  long  pier  built 
on  pUes,  similar  to  that  at  Calais,  which  projects 
some  distance  into  the  sea :  —  from  this  spot  the 
view  of  the  coast  is  very  pleasant*  On  the  beach 
are  bathing-houses,  and  a  life-boat  is  also  kept 
here,  which  was  buiit  in  Englaad.     The  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  town  was  lately  visited  with 
swarms  of  locusts^  which  devoured  every  thing 
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green*,  and  all  attempts  to  destroy  them  were 
unsuccessful.  This  fact  is  the  more  curious,  as 
these  destructive  insects  rarely  travel  so  far 
north. 

Before  concluding,  it  may  be  proper  to  ob< 
serve,  with  regard  to  the  state  of  trade  in  Prus- 
sia, that  the  following  are  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports during  three  years,  including  this  port  and 
the  duchy  of  Pomerania :  — 


IMPORT. 

EXPORT. 

1821 

-  ^329,551 

•  ^915,930 

1822  - 

490,513  - 

747,184 

1828 

504,140 

634,074 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of 
the  prices  of  grain  in  Dantzic  and  England : — 

DANTZIC  ENGLAND. 

Price  of  the  finest  wheat  The  same  wheat  in  Eng- 

purchased  in  Dantzic,  put  land^  after  being  here  two 

free  on  board,  and  Sound  years,  is  sold  for  56s,  to 

dues  paid,  26s.  6d.  to27<.  6d.  72f . 

Barley,  free   on  board,  The  same  barley,  34«. 

and  Sound  dues  paid,  lls.Sd*  to  46«. 

Oats,  free  on  board,  and  The  same  oats,  26s.  to 

Sound  dues  paid,  Ss»  9d,  3Sf . 

Peas,  free  on  board,  and  llie  same  peas,  50s.  to 

Sound  dues  paid,  I5s.  6d.  6Ss. 


*  Joel  i.  17, 18. 
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Regulations  of  government  as  io  post-houses  and  horses*'^ 
Departure*  —  Description  of  country.  —  Marienhurg.  — 
Elbing.  —  Braunsberg* —  Brandenburg,  —  River  Havel.  — 
Konigsberg.  —  Description.  —  Departure.  —  Country  de* 
scribed.  —  TUsit.  —  Treaty  of  peace  here.  —  Anecdote  of 
Queen  of  Prussia.  —  Palace.  —  Church  service.  ^^  Pro' 
Janation  of  the  sabbath.  —  Remarks.  -^  Memel.  —  De- 
parture.  —  Immorsett.  -^  Russian  Jrontiers.^^Polangen.  — 
Police.  —  Strict  examination  of  luggage.  — DtjffictJty  as 
to  passports.  —  Church  and  monuments  described. 

On  ordering  horses  for  the  next  stage,  we  found 
it  necessary  to  make  a  written  application  to  the 
postmaster,  agreeably  to  an  order  of  the  King. 
About  ten  miles  after  leaving  Dantzic*,  the  ex- 

*  The  following  notice  is  published  by  Government,  for 
the  information  of  travellers :  — 

**  At  every  poat-station  on  the  principal  roads,  there  has 
been  prepared,  for  the  convenience  of  persons  travelling  by 
post,  a  room  for  their  reception,  either  in  the  post-house 
itself,  or,  when  it  is  not  sufficiently  spacious,  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. This  room  is  to  be  properly  furnished,  lighted 
during  the  night,  and  heated  during  the  winter.  Travellers 
are  to  be  received  there  gratis  at  all  hours,  without  being 
obliged  to  take  any  refreshment.  In  this  room  is  to  be 
placed  a  tablet  bearing  the  stamp  of  the  General  Post-office, 
and  pointing  out  the  refreshmenU  that  may  be  procured, 
and  their  prices.    There  wiU  be,  besides,  an  open  register. 
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cellent  road  on  which  we  had  hitherto  travelled 
ceased,  and  we  again  entered  on  a  deep  sandy 
track.  The  crops  did  not  appear  to  be  so 
good  as  those  on  the  other  side  of  Berlin.  The 
ground  was  high,  and  commanded  a  view  of 
an  extensive  flat  country  beneath.  Crosses, 
with  effigies  of  our  Saviour,  small  open  chapels, 
and  columns  with  figures,  were  to  be  seen 
along  the  side  of  the  road.  The  farm-houses  had 
a  poor  appearance,  compared  with  those  we  had 
before  seen.  In  many  of  the  gardens  the  cater- 
pillars  had  made  destructive  ravages,  having 
quite  stripped  the  fruit  trees,  and,  in  some  places, 
even  the  trees  along  the  road.  A  stage  of 
twenty-four  miles  brought  us  to  Diarchan,  a 
small  town  situate  on  the  Vistula,  and  sur- 
rounded with  walls,  which  are  now  in  a  state  of 
dilapidation.  This  river  rises  in  the  Carpathian 
mountains,  on  the  confines  of  Moravia  and  Hun- 
gary,' flows  through  Poland  and  Prussia,  Cracow, 
Sandomer,  Warsaw,  Culm,  and  Dantzic,  imd 
enters  by  three  mouths  into  the  Baltic.  Here 
we  embarked  in  a  large  broad-bottomed  boat, 

at  the  head  of  which  will  be  printed  the  general  post  regu- 
Uttioos,  and,  on  the  blank  leaf  of  which,  travellers  may 
inscribe  any  complaint  which  they  have  to  make  of  the  tar- 
diness of  the  persons  employed,  of  the  bad  quality  of  the 
provisions,  &c.  These  complaints  will  be  duly  transmitted 
to  the  authorities,  that  the  faults  may  be  carefully  examined 
into  and  redressed." 
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towed  on  each  side  by  ropes ;  and  were  hurried 
across  to  the  main  land.  The  Poles  convey 
articles  for  sale  to  Dantzic  in  large  flat-bottomed 
boats  of  rude  construction ;  and  as  the  stream  is 
too  rapid  to  enable  them  to  return,  these  vessels 
are  there  broken  up,  and  the  materials  sold. 

The  country  appeared  extremely  beautiful,  and 
the  crops  of  wheat,  rye,  and  barley,  were  exceed- 
ingly rich.  Some  of  the  farm-houses,  too,  bespoke 
the  easy  circumstances  of  their  occupiers.  These 
dwellings  have  a  kind  of  porch  consisting  of 
wooden  arches,  which  not  only  shade  the  win- 
dows, but  permit  carriages  to  pass  beneath. 
There  were  also  small  clusters  of  cottages  in 
the  fields,  surrounded  with  trees.  We  saw  nu- 
merous groupes  of  children,  whose  fair  com- 
plexions and  light  hair  gave  them  an  interesting 
appearance. 

The  view  of  Marienburg,  with  a  most  conspi- 
cuous pile  of  building  on  a  height,  bore  a  strong 
resemblance  to  the  town  of  Upsala  in  Sweden, 
and  the  prodigious  edifice  overhanging  it  This 
structure  is  of  enormous  extent,  surrounded  by 
a  moat ;  and  forms,  internally,  a  quadrangular 
court,  one  side  of  which  is  formed  by  a  large 
church*  One  window  of  the  church  is  fitted  up 
with  an  effigy  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  twenty  feet 
in  height.  Great  part  of  this  place  had  been 
converted  by  the  French  into  magazines ;  but 
various  improvements  were  going  on  to  restore 
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it  to  its  former  consequence.  One  side  of  it  is 
in  the  highest  order  and  beauty.  Among  the 
apartments  were  banqueting-halls,  council-rooms, 
chapels,  &c.  The  windows  of  the  latter  con- 
sisted entirely  of  stained  glass,  representing 
scriptural  subjects ;  and  they  were  also  richly 
emblazoned  with  coats  of  arms.  One  of  these, 
which  had  under  it  the  name  of  Hohenlohe,  was 
probably  that  of  some  ancestor  of  the  celebrated 
miracle-worker.  In  the  banqueting-hall,  the  roof 
is  supported  by  a  single  column  of  granite. 
When  the  Poles  wished  to  retake  this  castie,  a 
red  bonnet  was  held  out  at  a  window  opposite  to 
the  pillar,  as  a  signal  in  what  direction  to  fire,  it 
being  supposed  that  if  a  ball  struck  the  column 
the  whole  roof  would  necessarily  be  instantly 
demolished.  In  the  hall  was  a  kind  of  side- 
board of  stone,  in  a  recess  communicating  with 
a  separate  apartment,  where  the  dishes  used  to 
be  handed  in,  and  a  groove  was  cut  to  drain  off 
whatever  might  be  spilled.  Another  magnificent 
hall  is  that  where  the  knights  assemble,  which 
is  ninety-seven  feet  long,  forty-eight  broad,  and 
twenty-five  in  height,  and  is  supported  by  six 
pillars  in  the  centre.  There  are  eight  windows 
on  one  side  looking  towards  the  river,  and  six  on 
the  other,  all  filled  with  beautiful  stained  glass. 

On  quitting  Marienburg,  we  proceeded  to 
Elbing,  which  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Vistula.     Over  the  principal  gate  is 

VOL.  I.  L 
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a  tower  with  a  clock,  and  surrounded  by  a  laS- 
ing  on  the  summit  In  point  of  antiquity^the 
houses  axe  nmilar  to  those  of  Dantzic,  and  have 
enormous  projections  encroaching  on  the  street 
There  are  numerous  warehouses  for  grain,  whic^ 
are  oddly  enough  distinguished  by  signs  like 
those  of  tarems }  and  we  noticed  that  the  paints 
ings  generally  represented  a  star,  sun,  spinning- 
wheel,  or  some  other  figure  equally  unconnected 
with  the  purpose  to  which  these  buildings  are 
appropriated.  The  tea-gardens  and  walks  are 
picturesque,  and  are  much  resorted  to  by  the 
citizens. 

Our  next  stage  was  through  a  fertile  and  luxu* 
riant  country,  over  an  excellent  road,  shaded 
with  rows  of  poplars.  Two  miles,  however,  be- 
yond  Treintz  it  becomes  bad  again,  and  the  rich 
vegetation  that  had  before  charmed  the  eye, 
gives  way  to  sand  j  nor  did  any  object  of  interest 
occur,  till,  having  passed  through  a  wood,  we 
reached  the  river  Frische-haff,  which  flows  into 
the  Baltic,  where  it  is  seven  miles  across.  Afl^ 
running  along  the  shore,  which  is  often  covered 
with  water,  the  road  bends  towards. the  little 
town  of  Frauenberg^  situated  on  a.  sandy  difl^ 
beneath  which  small  vessels  anchor.  Hence 
we  proceeded  to  Braunsberg,  on  the  river  Pas* 
sarge.  This  place  is  walled  round,  and  has  lofty 
towers ;  but  they  are  now  in  a  state  of  great 
dilapidation. 
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Happenbruch,  where  we  stopped  to  dine,  k 
beautifully  situated  amidst  a  rural  land^ape,  en- 
livened by  murmuring  brooks,  woods,  and  cot- 
tages, and  commands  a  view  of  the  Havel.  Our 
route  from  this  place  lay  along  the  banks  of  the 
river,  which  are  studded  with  fishermen's  huts ; 
but  it  afterwards  crossed  a  dreary  heath,  where 
the  stork  was  the  only  living  object  we  beheld. 
Brandenburg  was  the  next  station  we  arrived 
at :  this  place  is  on  an  eminence  looking  down 
on  the  river,  and  the  view  from  it,  which  is  pro- 
digiously grand  and  extensive,  strongly  reminded 
us  of  the  celebrated  lakes  Vetter  and  Wenner,  in 
Sweden.  The  walls,  which  are  of  brick,  appear 
to  have  been  at  one  time  strongly  fortified,  but 
were  now  pulling  down  to  serve  as  materials  for 
other  purposes.  At  one  extremity  is  a  view  of 
RUau,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  principal 
port  of  Konigsberg.  Numbers  of  vessels  an- 
faually  arrive ;  and  those  of  the  greatest  burden 
iremain  here,  as  they  cannot  approach  the  latter 
place.  Sturgeon  is  caught  here,  and  it  sometimes 
happens  that  a  single  one  of  these  fish  furnishes 
twelve  barrels  of  caviare.  All  the  way  from  hence 
to  the  city  we  had  a  view  of  the  Havel.  Kdnigs- 
berg,  which  is  the  capital  of  East  Prussia,  is  a  place 
of  considerable  magnitude,  being  about  ten  miles 
in  circumference,  and  containing  a  population  of 
nearly  100,000  persons.  One  of  the  streets  is 
upwards  of  a  mile  in  length.    Like  both  Dantzic 
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andElbing,  this  town  exhibitsa  very  old-fashioned, 
inconvenient,  and  uncouth,  but  picturesque  style 
of  architecture  in  its  buildings ;  and  the  manners 
and  mode  of  living  of  the  inhabitants  partake  as 
little  of  modem  refinement  as  the  houses  they 
occupy.  On  the  projecting  landing  before  the 
doors  chairs  are  placed,  and  these  are  usually 
occupied  by  groups,  who  prefer  this  public 
situation  to  the  retirement  of  their  sitting-rooms. 
Here  the  men  smoke  and  lounge,  and  the  women 
employ  themselves  with  needle-work,  casting  in 
the  meanwhile  many  an  inquisitive,  and  often 
roguish  glance,  on  the  passengers  in  the  streets. 
This  custom  says  more  for  the  simplicity  of 
the  people  of  Konigsberg,  than  for  their  refine- 
ment  or  taste  for  intellectual  pursuits.  The 
Hebrew  race  here  is  not  a  little  numerous,  and  in 
walking  along  we  observed  several  boards  with 
inscriptions  in  their  language.  Many  of  the 
streets  are  so  narrow  that  two  carriages  can 
hardly  pass,  and  the  loftiness  of  the  houses,  with 
their  antiquated  gable  fronts,  makes  them  look 
still  more  confined  and  gloomy.  But  if  we  found 
little  of  elegance  and  cheerfulness  to  delight  the 
eye,  there  is  still  less  of  comfort  for  the  feet  of  a 
pedestrian ;  the  pavement  being  so  uneven  and 
bad,  that  it  seems  as  if  it  was  intended  to  render 
walking  a  penance,  and  it  is  at  the  same  time 
so  destructive  to  shoes,  that  one  might  ima- 
gine it  to  have  been  devised  by  the  fraternity 
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of  Crispin  for  the  peculiar  advantage  of  their  own 
profession.     It  may,  however,  be  remarked,  that 
the  new  town  is  built  in  a  more  modern  style,  and 
with  greater  attention  to  comfort.    We  may  talk 
of  the  magnificence  of  former  times,  but  comfort 
and  convenience  must  certainly  be  of  modem  in- 
vention. The  principal  object,  however,  is  the  ca- 
thedral :  this  edifice,  which  was  built  in  1332,  is 
330  feet  in  length,  and  93  in  breadth.   It  contains 
an  organ  with  5000  pipes,  and  a  number  of  monu- 
ments of  various  distinguished  characters.    The 
most  conspicuous  of  these  are,  one  erected  to  the 
memory  of  the  Marquis  of  Brandenburg,  that  of 
Frederick  Albrecht  and  his  wife,  and  a  third  of 
the  Dukeof  Brunswick,  the  founderof  the  empire. 
Hereis  likewise  the  tomb  of  the  celebrated  philoso- 
pher and  metaphysician,  Kant.  Below  the  church 
are  vaults,  which  were  opened  at  this  time,  and 
remain  so  one  month  in  the  year,  containing  the 
coflins  of  Sigismund,  first  duke  of  Pnissia,  and 
other  royal  personages,  with  their  children.     In 
the  church  itself  are  full-length  portraits  of  seve- 
ral dignitaries ;  the  last  of  whom  is  Dr.  Graai^ 
who  died  Dec.  28.  1820.     la  two  apartments 
above  it  is  the  library,  containing  20,000  volumes. 
Among  the  books  pointed  out  as  most  curious, 
are,  one  printed  at  Lubeck,  in  1534,  in  which 
were  written  the  dates  of  Luther's  birth  and 
death ;  and  a  manuscript  copy  of  Justinian's  In- 
stitutes on  vellum.     There  is  also  shown  a  pass- 
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port  granted  by  the  emperor  Charles  V.  to  the . 
great  Apostle  of  the  Reformation,  permitting 
him  to  proceed  from  Eisleben  to  Worms,  dated 
March  6.  1521. 

The.  Exchange  is  a  wooden  building,  planted 
of  a  purple  colour,  and  is  situated  at  one  of  the 
gates  at  the  ^nd  of  a  timber  bridge.  It  has  a 
portico  of  six  columns,  and  makes  a  neat  appear- 
ance* Thp  hall  is  seventy  feet  long,  and  forty 
broad,  with  an  arched  roof. 

The  palace^  which  stands  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  has  internally  a  quadrangle,  forming  a 
cloister  supported  by  pillars.  It  is  greatly  out 
of  repair,  and  has  been  patched  up  at  different 
timjes.  One  angle,  however,  is  of  more  modern 
appearance,  and  it  should  seem  that  at  one  pe* 
riod  it  was  intended  to  rebuild  the  whole  on  the 
same  plan.  This  edifice  is  situated  in  the  centre 
of  the  town,  and  in  front  of  it  stands  a  bronze 
statue  of  Frederick  I.  on  a  pedestal  of  white 
marble,  with  this  inscription :  — 

**  YRIEDRICH  DXR  ER8TE,  KONIG    . 

DER  PREUSSBlTy 

ZU  KOENIOSBERO 

OSKROVTy 

DBN  XVIII.  JANVBR' 

MDCCI.*' 

And  under  the  figure  of  an  eagle  — 

"  SUUM  CUIQUE.'* 
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•  Several  copper  vats  on  sledges  are  stationed  in 
the  court  for  supplies  of  water  in  case  of  fire* 
In  one  part  of  the  building  is  a  church,  the 
steeple  of  which  we  ascended^  and  from  its  sum- 
mit obtained  a  complete  view  of  the  city  and  its 
environs.  Every  traveller  would  do  well  to  re- 
connuitre  the  town  from  this  altitude,  either  pre* 
Viously  or  subsequently  to  viewing  it  in  detail, 
that  he  may  bear  away  with  him  in  his  memory 
a  general  map  of  it  Here  will  he  behold  a 
complete  prospect  of*  the  whole  city,  its  gardens, 
its  streets,  the  serpentine  windings  of  the  rivers 
Havel  and  Pregel  —  which  run  by  the  town,  and 
form  one  poition  of  it  into  an  island  —  the  vessels 
at  anchor,  the  bridges,  &c.,  forming  altogether  a 
tout-ensemble  highly  interesting  and  beautifuL 
In  the  tower  a  sentinel  is  stationed  to  give  alarm 
on  the  discovery  of  fire.  There  are  likewise 
three  stands  of  colours,  black,  red,  and  yellow : 
the  former  is  displayed  to  the  inhabitants  in 
case  of  fire  breaking  out  in  any  of  ijie  churches.  ^ 
the  second  is  used  as  a  signal  if  the  fire  has  hap^ 
pened  in  any  other  place,  and  the  yellow  standard 
is  hoisted  should  it  have  broken  out  in  any  street; 
Since  these  signals,  however,  can  be  serviceable 
only  by  day,  when  they  can  be  distinctly  seen^ 
there  ought  to  be  some  other  mode  adopted  in 
order  to  apprize  the  inhabitants  of  similar  acci^ 
dents  in  the  night ;  for  which  purpose  a  bell  or 
taram  might  be  employed,  and  the  quarter  of  the 
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town  in  which  the  fire  happened  might  be  indi- 
cated by  the  number  of  times  it  was  sounded  in 
succession. 

Konigsberg  has  a  university,  founded  in  1525, 
an  asylum  for  the  blind,  and  a  theatre :  the  latter 
structure  is  built  of  brick,  painted  yellow,  and 
measures  269  by  110  feet  Adjoining  to  this  is 
a  square  where  the  troops  are  exercised,  planted 
with  triple  rows  of  trees,  and  surrounded  by  neat 
houses. 

Those  who  are  guided  in  their  choice  of  a 
residence  merely  by  motives  of  economy,  might 
be  justified  in  fixing  upon  this  town,  provisions 
being  remarkably  moderate  here ;  as  an  instance 
of  which  it  may  be  observed,  that  a  goose  may 
be  bought  for  six-pence. 

On  departing  from  Konigsberg,  we  found 
there  were  three  difierent  roads  in  the  direction 
of  Memel.  One  of  these,  although  the  shortest, 
is  the  most  tedious,  and  less  practicable  for  car- 
riages, on  account  of  the  sand.  This  route  ex- 
tends along  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  dividing  the 
Curische  Haff  and  the  Baltic,  where,  for  nearly 
twenty  miles,  there  are  deep  sands.  We,  there- 
fore,  selected  another,  'and  reached  Labiau, 
situated  on  the  river  Deime,  which  flows  in  a 
serpentine  direction  tlirough  the  country.  In 
one  place  the  road  passed  through  a  gloomy 
wood  of  birch  and  pine,  for  eight  miles  together ; 
and  in  this  rude  and  savage  tract  are  to  be  found 


COUNTRY .  DESCRIBED.  153 

wolves,  Stags,  wild  beasts,  serpents  (three  feet  in 
length),  and  venomous  reptiles.  Wild  straw- 
berries  grow  most  profusely  in  the  woods,  and 
are  gathered  by  the  peasants,  who  present  them 
to  travellers  for  a  trifle.  On  emerging  from  this 
scene  of  wildness,  the  cultivated  landscape 
looked  doubly  pleasing  from  the  contrast.  Here 
the  fields  were  neatly  inclosed  with  wooden  pal- 
ings,  formed  of  trees  sloped  and  fixed  to  two 
upright  pieces,  about  twelve  feet  asunder ;  at 
the  bottom  of  which,  turf  is  piled  up  about  two 
feet  in  height,  and  secured  by  pieces  of  wood 
on  each  side.  The  country  now  became  bare, 
and  the  crops  were  prodigiously  behind  in 
growth,  considering  the  advanced  season.  We 
saw  many  storks  standing,  two  and  two,  looking 
at  each  other  in  their  proud  and  erect  attitude. 
The  houses  of  the  villages  we  passed,  were  of  a 
different  construction  from  what  we  had  before 
seen.  They  are  formed  after  the  Swedish  mode, 
with  logs  of  wood  placed  above  each  other,  with 
mud,  moss,  or  turf  put  between  them ;  and  they 
have  high  roofs  covered  with  thatch.  They  were 
not,  however,  painted,  as  in  that  country,  and  had, 
therefore,  a  sombre  appearance  from  the  effect  of 
the  weather  on  the  wood.  The  use  of  such 
combustible  materials  may,  in  some  degree, 
account  for  the  frequency  of  fires.  One  village 
had  been  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  a  confla- 
gration a  few  days  before  we  passed  it 
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At  length  we  reached  Tilsit,  and  put  up  at  4 
hotel  in  front  of  the  Niemea,  which  is  here  about 
the  breadth  of  the  Thames.  This  is  a  dull  town, 
although  containing  10,000  persons.  The  piin- 
eipal  street  iis  of  great  length  and  breadth,  but 
is  badly  paved.  The  houses  are  painted  of  dif- 
ferent colours,  and  present  much  diversity  of 
£>rm;  but  have  mostly  old-fashioned  gable 
roofs,  terminating  in  a  point.  This  mode  of 
building  doubtless  arose  from  the  value  of 
ground  towards  the  street,  as  the  depth  of  the 
houses  is  eonsiderably  greater  than  the  width  of 
their  fronts.  Uninteresting  as  the  town  is  in 
iitsel^it  excites  the  attention  of  the  traveller,  from 
its  having  been  the  place  where  Russia  entered 
into  an  alliance  with  France,  and  where  the  ce- 
lebrated treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  between 
those  powers  and  Prussia,  in  1807,  in  presence 
of  the  two  monarchs  and  Bonaparte,  when,  it  is 
said,  the  partition  of  Turkey  was  discussed. 
It  was  about  300  yards  above  the  bridge,  to  the 
light,  that  the  interview  took  place  between 
these  rulers,,  on  a  float  of  wood  in  the  centre  of 
the  river,,  upon  which  a  temporary  house  was 
built.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  there 
is  neither  monument  or  inscription  to  record  this 
important  event,,  and  point  out  the  precise  spot. 
During  the  negociation  the  Queen  of  Prussia 
was  here^  and  it  is  supposed  her  presence 
tended  to  softea  the  ferocity  of  Bonaparte.     Shq 
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bad  a  personal  interview  with  hini,  when  she 
implored  for  an  honourable  peace;  but  he. 
treated  this  amiable  princess  with .  rude  hautem 
and  indignity,  being  rendered  insolent  by  the 
successes  he  had  obtained. 

There  is  an  ancient  palace,  which  was  formerly 
surrounded  by  fortified  walls ;  but  it  was  sold,  by 
the  King  to  the  merchants,  and  is  now  used  as 
a  magazine.    This  town  h)Eis  also  suffered  at 
various  times  from  conflagration;  and  a  fire, 
\irhich  had  broken  out  a  fbw  weeks  before  our 
arrival,  demolished  several  bouses.    Among  tiie 
buildings  thus  destroyed,  was  unfortunately  the 
public  museum,  containing  many  valuable  ma- 
nuscripts, the  whole  of  which  were  reduced  to^ 
tinder.    The  flames  extended  also  to  the  prifici- 
pal  church,  and  burned  the  roof  and  part  of  the 
^ire*    One  of  the  houses  thus  consumed,  was 
that  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  Emperor 
of  Russia ;  farther  up  the  same  street  was  the 
one  in  which  Napoleon  lodged. 

Passing  Sunday  here,  we  had  an  ppportuoily  of 
attending  church,  of  marking  th^  ibrm  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  the  several  religious  rites^  and  also  the 
conduct  of  the  inhabitaats  on  tlus  sacred  day.  A 
short  discourse  having  been  delivered  by  the  cler- 
gyman, the  organ  played ;  after  which  he  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  altar  to  dispense  the  communion, 
in  which  he  was  assisted  by  a  senior  miiibter,  who 


156  CHURCH  SERVICE. 

wore  a  black  cap*     Upon  the  altar-table  stood 
two  lighted  tapers,  a  flaggon,  and  gilt  silver  cups. 
The  organ  having  again  begun  to  play,  part  of 
the  congregation  kneeled  in  front  of  the  altar, 
the  others  standing  up.     The  junior  clergyman 
held  in  his  hand  some  small  pieces   of  bread, 
which  he  put  into  the  mouth  of  each  communi- 
cant, who  immediately  afterwards  turned  round 
to  the  other  side  of  the  altar,  where  the  senior 
was  stationed,  before  whom  they  kneeled  and 
received  the  cup.     On  this  occasion  the  music 
ceased,  and  the  minister  commenced  singing  an 
anthem  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  in  which  he  was 
joined  by  the  congregation.     After  this  a  bene- 
diction was  pronounced,  and  another  psalm  sung, 
accompanied  by  the  organ.    The  pulpit  was  of 
carved  wood,  gilt,  covered  with  black  velvet, 
edged  with  gold  fringe;  and  was  surmounted 
by  the  figure  of  an  angel  with    a  sword,  the 
jostles,  and  Moses  holding  the  commandments. 
There  is  a  portrait  of  Luther,  and  a  few  others 
of  some  former  pastors  of  the  church.   The  back 
of  the  altar  is  of  carved  wood,  extending  to  the 
roof,  with  a  representation  of  the  crucifixion  and 
ascension.     On  each  side  are  two   massy  gilt 
chairs,  with  paintings  and  inscriptions.     To  the 
right  of  the  altar  is  a  large  tablet,  with  the 
names,  in  gold  letters,  of  those  belonging  to  the 
town  who  had  fallen  in  action.     W^  also  wit- 
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nessed  a  baptismal  ceremony ;  and,  on  this  occa- 
sion»  the  child  was  presented  by  a  female  relative 
to  tlie  minister,  who  stood  at  the  altar,  and  the 
mother  on  the  right  hand  of  it.  Afler  an  exhort- 
ation had  been  delivered,  they  proceeded  to  the 
font,  where  was  a  table  covered  with  red  cloth^ 
fringed  with  gold,  a  white  cloth  being  thrown 
over  it ;  and  there  was  a  large  bowl,  containing 
water,  for  the  baptismal  ceremony,  the  clergy- 
man pronouncing  an  oration.  There  were 
several  infants;  and  we  were  amused  by  the 
mother  of  one  presenting  it  to  us,  and  beckoning 
us  to  carry  it  to  the  altar,  which,  as  may  be  sup- 
posed, we  thought  proper  to  decline.  After  the 
ceremony,  pieces  of  money  were  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  infants  as  gifts,  in  imitation  of  the 
offerings  of  the  Magi  at  Bethlehem.  On  leav- 
ing this  church,  a  different,  and  it  may  be  justly 
added,  very  scandalous  scene,  presented  itself; 
for  the  adjoining  square  had  quite  the  appear- 
ance of  a  public  fair,  booths  being  erected, 
where  various  articles  were  selling  during  the 
very  time  of  divine  service.  So  grossly,  too,  is 
the  decorum  due  to  the  Sabbath  violated,  that 
sportsmen  might  be  seen  returning  from  shoot- 
ing, with  their  dogs  and  guns  and  attendants. 
I  am  aware  there  are  many  who  are  disposed  to 
think  that  the  Lord's  day  is  kept  by  us  with  too 
much  strictness ;  and  who  exclaim  against  the 
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dullness  of  an  English  Sunday,  asserting  that  we 
interdict  even  the  most  innocent  sports  and  re- 
creations on  IJiat  day.  Yet  I  trust  that  we  shall 
never  become  «o  Uberal,  or  divest  ourselves  of 
insular  prejudices  so  far,  as  to  adopt  the  innocent 
amusements  of  our  continental  neighbours,  and 
convert  the  day  that  is  expressly  set  apart  for 
public  religious  duties,  into  one  of  traffic,  revelry, 
and  idle,  if  not  always  absolutely  vicious,  diver- 
sion. Did,  it  maybe  asked,  the  great  reformer, 
Luther,  whose  memory  is  pretended  to  be  so 
much  idolized  in  this  country,  intend  to  coun- 
tenance such  a  baneful  laxity  of  practice  ?  or 
would  he  not  rather  have  opposed  it,  as  a  return 
to  the  errors  of  that  church  whose  worldly- 
mindedness  and  unspiritual  conduct  he  so  fear- 
lessly and  eloquently  denounced  in  the  strongest 
language  ? 

Leaving  Tilsit,  we  travelled  three  miles  along 
the  banks  of  the  river,  which,  owing  to  the  nu- 
merous vessels  on  its  surface,  presented  an 
interesting  and  lively  scene.  After  travelling 
all  night  and  next  day,  we  arrived  at  MemeL 

This  city,  which  is  situated  in  East  Prussia, 
and  traversed  by  the  small  river  Dange,  is  a 
place  ot  considerable  importance  for  its  com- 
merce, and  has  about  7OOO  inhabitants.  The 
suburbs,  which  contain  4000,  are  divided  intd 
two  districts,  and  are  under  a  particular  jurisdic- 


tion.  The  booses  are  of  differeDt  heights,  wtdi 
projecting  pantile  roofs»  and  steps  in  front,  and 
heavy  iron  railings  ornamented  with  brass  bolts ; 
but  several  of  them  are  fitted  up  with  some 
degree  of  taste.  Viewed  from  the  bridges,  the 
place  is  not  altogether  unlike  a  Dutch  town. 
The  house  occupied  by  their  Majesties  of  PniSf 
sia,  when  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  thdr 
capital,  on  its  being  invaded  l>y  the  French,  is 
one  story  in  height,  and  is  situated  on  one  of  tbe 
quays.  All  their  effects  had  been  packed  up,  to 
be  carried  out  of  Prussia,  in  case  the  French 
should  have  advanced  to  Memel ;  but  the  royal 
fugitives  remained  here  till  the  peace  of  Tilsit. 

There  are  four  churches,  seven  public  semi- 
naries of  learning,  and  an  establishment  of  a 
respectable  order  for  six  widows  of  decayed 
merchants ;  two  hospitals,  one  supported  by  the 
town,  the  other  by  the  King}  and  two  others 
for  the  sick  poor.  The  theatre  (128  feet  in 
length,  and  60  in  breadth,  with  a  portico  of 
eight  columns,)  is  open  only  during  winter. 
The  Exchange,  which  is  built  of  wood,  is  a  neat 
structure,  and  was  founded  by  the  merchants 
about  the  year  I79O :  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
hall  is  a  full-length  of  the  King.  The  harbour 
is  about  half  a  German  mile  in  length,  and  I6OO 
feet  in  breadth.  At  the  entrance  of  the  bar  the 
depth  of  water  is  not  more  than  frond  twelve  to  fif- 


160  MEMEL. 

teen  feet,  according  to  circumstances.*  The 
inner  harbour,  as  it  may  be  called,  where  ships  can 
only  load,  is  very  narrow,  but  is  three  quarters 
of  an  English  mile  in  length*  On  the  east  side 
of  the  harbour  are  twenty-nine  mills  for  sawing 
wood;  and  on  the  north  point  of  the  port, 
is  a  light-house.  Opposite  to  part  of  the  har- 
bour is  an  island  of  sand,  which,  at  one  period, 
was  covered  with  trees  j  but  these  were  cut 
down  by  the  Russians.  On  this  spot  stands  a 
solitary  house,  where  Kotzebue  is  said  to  have 
written  several  of  his  interesting  works.  The 
coast  may  be  considered  dangerous ;  and  it  was 
off  Memel  that  Lord  Royston,  only  son  of  Earl 
Hardwicke,  met  with  a  watery  grave.  The  air 
is  keen,  but  salubrious,  so  that  contagious  dis- 
tempers rarely^  occur.  During  summer,  the  ther- 
mometer of  Reaumur  stands,  in  the  shade,  as 
high  as  23  and  250. 

*  A  number  of  English  yeaseU  visit  this  port,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  the  following  table,  from  the  years  1817  to  182S. 


In  1817. 

626  vetsels, 

whereof  were 

SOO  British 

1818. 

770 

• 

413 

1819. 

691 

- 

. 

268 

isaa 

648 

. 

267 

1821. 

566 

- 

- 

S25 

1882. 

688 

. 

421 

1823. 

600 

- 

- 

332 

Tlie  exports  consist  of  timber,  com,  seed,  flax,  hemp, 
hides,  bristles,  wax,  Ac.  For  some  years  past  the  imporU 
have  been  trifling,  and  consist  chiefly  of  colonial  produce. 
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There  are  Consuls  here  for  England,  Russia^ 
Holland,  Denmark,  Hanover,  and  Oldenburg. 
Mr.  Fowler  is  the  first  mentioned  of  these.  The 
town  is  subject  to  conflagi'ations ;  and  we  found 
that  several  houses  had  been  lately  burned 
down.  In  some  of  the  docks,  where  tar  is  pre- 
pared, a  very  proper  regulation  is  introduced 
by  the  police,  particularly  enjoining  that  the 
buildings  should  have  iron  doors,  to  guard  against 
any  accident  from  this  dangerous  operation.* 
Slaves  are  employed  at  the  various  different 
public  works,  and  we  observed  them  labouring 
in  repairing  the  roads.  From  the  citadel,  which 
is  on  a  height  surrounded  with  water,  there  is  a 
fine  prospect  of  the  town  and  harbour.  The 
commander,  who  resides  here,  has  the  title  of 
colonel,  and  it  is  one  of  the  few  situations  in 
Prussia  that  may  be  considered  as  a  sinecure. 

Upon  the  6th  of  June  we  proceeded  on  our 
journey,  and  passing  through  an  uninteresting 

*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  order,  which  is  recom- 
mended for  adoption  in  places  where  similar  inflammable 
articles  are  kept :  — 

"  You  are  desired  to  boil  your  pitch  and  tar  in  the  kitchen, 
marked  No.  1.  and  to  have  a  careful  watch  upon  it  during 
the  time.  If  the  tar  or  pitch  should  happen  to  take  fire,  the 
iron  chimney  lids  are  to  be  pulled  down,  and  the  windows  and 
doors  shut  immediately.  Immediate  imprisonment  and  hard 
punishment  will  be  inflicted  upon  those  that  are  found  guilty 
of  the  least  neglect  or  disobedience  to  any  part  of  this  order. 
"  JRoya/  Prussian  Harbour  PMcy  Commission^* 
VOL.  I.  M 
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country,  arrived  at  Immorsett      About  500 
paces  beyond  this,  the  Prussian  territories  ter- 
minate at  a  barrier,  where  our  passports  were 
examined;  and  nearly  a  hundred  steps  further,  is 
another  barrier,  where  tlie  Russian  frontiers  com- 
mence.    The  barriers  of  every  state  on  the  con- 
tinent have  their  distinct  and  peculiar  mark. 
Tliose  of  Prussia  are  painted  with  black  and 
white  stripes  alternately;  and  in  Russia  they  are 
white,  with  a  red  border.    The  gate  was  opened 
by  an  officer,  and  a  filthy,  surly  Cossack,  wrapped 
up  in  a  brown  coat,  and  with  huge  bushy  whis- 
kers, beard,  and  mustachioes,  holding  a  naked 
sword,  and  assuming  an  air  of  official  superiority. 
At  Polangen  all  the  luggage  was  taken  to  a 
house  occupied  by  the  douaniers;    and  every 
article  was  turned  out,  handled,  and  examined. 
We  were  prepared  to  find  great  jealousy  exer- 
cised  on  the  part  of  the  Russians  towards  books, 
especially  such,  however  trifling,  as  treated  in 
any  way  of  this  country ;  and  had,  therefore, 
abstained  from  bringing  any.     Their  suspicion 
of  such  articles  had  been  of  late  greatly  in- 
creased by  publications  speaking  unreservedly 
on  the  subject  of  the  Russian  empire.     I  had 
but  one  book  in  my  portmanteau,  and  this  was 
a  volume  of  my  travels  in  the  Holy  Land,  which 
was  intended  as  a  present  to  the  Emperor.     It 
was,  however,  instantly  seized  upon  :  the  officers 
took  it  into  another  room,  and  shut  the  door ; 
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but  it  being  in  the  English  language,  they  could 
not  tell  what  were  its  contents,  and  demanded  the 
nature  of  the  publication.  On  my  Russian  serv- 
ant informing  them  that  it  was  for  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  and  that  if  they  chose  they  might  attach 
the  lead  to  it,  with  the  official  mark,  and  send  it 
to  St  Petersburg,  they  again  held  a  consultation, 
and  sent  for  the  principal  douanier.  We  were 
then  ordered  into  the  apartment,  where  was  a 
most  ferocious^looking  fellow  with  a  drawn 
flword,  whose  appearance  was  well  calculated  to 
inspire  awe ;  he  stood  on  one  side,  in  an  erect 
attitude  like  a  statue,  beside  an  enormous  pair 
of  scales  suspended  from  the  ceiling ;  and  after 
much  conversation,  through  the  medium  of  my 
interpreter,  the  volume  was  returned,*  But  now 
another  difficulty  occurred :  on  our  passport 
being  examined,  which  had  been  obtained  by 
our  servant  from  the  Russian  consul  of  Ham- 
buigh,  and  was  duly  signed  by  the  authorities 
at  the  different  stages  of  our  route,  we  were 
informed  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  it 
should  be  subscribed  by  the  consul  of  MemeL 
Nor  could  the  strongest  arguments  or  repre- 
sentations  satisfy  them;  but  the  servant  was 
actually  obliged  to  set  off  directly  to  that  place, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  requisite  signature.     Pa- 

*  A  lady  and  her  servants  had  their  luggage  so  strictly 
investigated,  that  actually  their  cases  of  needles  and  thread 
were  examined.    . 
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tience  being  now  our  only  remedy,   we  pro- 
ceeded to  an  inn  kept  by  a  Jew,  where  we  found 
ourselves  surrounded  by  beings  totally  different 
in  looks,  dress,  and  manners,  from  any  we  had 
hitherto  met  with.    The  houses  are  built  entirely 
of  wood ;  and  one  side  of  the  street  is  inhabited 
by  the  Hebrew  race,  the  other  by  Cossacks. 
The  church  is  very  ancient ;  and  in  the  burjring 
ground  attached  to  it,  are  three  lofty  crosses,  in 
memory  of  those  on  Mount  Calvary.     There  is 
also  a  figure,  intended  to  represent  our  Saviour 
chained  to  a  pillar,  and  suffering  flagellation. 
This  was  besmeared  with  paint  in  imitation  of 
blood  J  and  one  cannot  but  regret  the  bad  taste, 
to  call  it  nothing  worse,  that  indulges  in  exhi- 
bitions of  this  kind,  so  little  calculated  to  pro- 
mote  genuine  piety,  or  rather  so  apt  to  excite 
feelings  of  a  very  different  nature.     There  was, 
too,  in  the  church-yard,  a  monument   of    the 
strangest  form  we  ever  beheld,  it  being  not  much 
unlike  a  pigeon-house.     It  had  a  window  on 
three  sides,  and  on  the  fourth  the  painting  of  a 
clock-dial ;  and  in  the  interior  was  the  figure  of 
a  coffin  surrounded  by  angels.     In  the  church 
are  three  chapels  dressed  up  with  a  deal  of  trum- 
pery ornament ;  and  several  females  were  crawl- 
ing on  their  knees  round  the  altar,  offering  up 
their  devotions.     In  this  wretched  place  we  were 
obliged  to  continue  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
without  any  means  of  whiling  away  the  time,  in 


BESCRIB£D.  l65 

an  apartment  that  was  the  veiy  picture  of  deso- 
lation, and  where  we  were  sadly  annoyed  by 
vermin.  It  was  a  great  relief  when  our  servant 
returned  from  Memel  with  the  passports,  which 
we  hailed  with  as  much  joy  as  a  prisoner  would 
an  order  to  liberate  him  from  his  captivity. 
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Mode  of  yoking  horses,  and  qfcalctdating  distances. — Russian 
money. —  Dress  of  peasantry. — Postilions. — Fine  scenery^ 

—  River  Windau.  —  Arrest  of  English  travellers.  —  The 
Dttfina. —  Mittau.  —  Palace  occupied  by  Louis  X  VIII. — 
Departure. —  Riga.  —  Chateau.  —  Society  qfSchtoartzhaup^ 
ter.  —  Their  collection  of  plate.  —  The  reunion,  or  parlia- 
ment-house. —  Cathedral.  —  Cloister.  —  Churches.  —  Col- 
lege. —  Military  punishments.  —  Police. —  Singular  vessels. 

—  Wolves.  —  Rare  species  of  insect. 

Notwithstanding  we  had  a  passport  granted 
by  the  Russian  authority  at  London,  which  had 
been  examined  and  signed  by  the  Russian  con- 
sul at  Memel,^  the  police-master  thought  fit  to 
furnish  us  with  a  podoroshna,  permitting  us  to 
proceed  to  St.  Petersburg,  for  which  we  paid 
23  rubles,  or  19^,  sterling.  These  podoroshnas 
form  no  inconsiderable  item  in  the  <<  ways  and 
means*'  of  this  country.  Being  now  assured,  in 
the  language  of  the  knight  of  the  whip,  that  things 
were  "  all  right,'*  we  left  this  deplorable  inn, 
after  being  sadly  annoyed  by  vermin,  and  sur- 
rounded with  filth.  We  were  furnished  with 
four  horses,  paying  for  four  miles  and  a  half 
German  [6s.  8rf.,  and  found  that  the  operations 
perfonned  upon  the  carriage  at  Memel  for  yoking 
the  animals  k  la  Russe,  were  far  from  being 
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unnecessary.  The  horses  were  put  abreast, 
but  the  driver  declined  being  elevated,  prefer- 
ring, according  to  the  practice  of  this  country, 
to  sit,  not  on  the  box,  but  under  it,  at  the 
feet  of  my  servant,  and  so  very  low  that  the 
horses  almost  prevented  him  from  seeing  the 
road ;  while  the  switching  of  their  tails  served 
as  a  fan  to  his  face,  which  appeared  not  unlike 
that  of  Vulcan,  being  as  dirty  as  if  there  was 
neither  water  nor  a  scrubbing  brush  to  be 
found  in  the  country.  We  had  therefore  no 
reason  to  regret  that  our  Jehu  did  not  form  a 
more  conspicuous  part  of  the  equipage,  for  his 
appearance  was  by  no  means  calculated  to  flatter 
our  vanity;  so  ragged  and  miserable  in  fact  was 
his  attire,  that  an  Irish  beggar  would  have  gained 
nothing  by  exchanging  suits  with  him. 

We  set  off  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  travelled  along  a  broad  tract  of  sand,  on 
which  were  laid  s  tumps  of  trees }  and  passed 
through  a  wood  of  fir  and  junipers.  At  the 
entrance  of  it  there  was  a  timber  erection, 
upwards  of  100  feet  in  height,  similar  to  the 
stands  on  a  race-ground.  This  was  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  douaniers,  who  occasionally 
mount  it  to  make  observations,  and  keep  watch 
on  those  who  convey  contraband  articles. 

The  distances  are  calculated  by  versts,  (three 
quarters  of.  an  English  mile,)  which  are  marked 
by  upright  poles  of  coarse  wood,  QO  feet  high, 
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painted  with  red,  black,  and  white  stripes,  with 
the  number  rudely  cut  on  a  clumsy  board  at  the 
top.  *  We  found  the  time  occupied  in  driving 
between  each,  exceeded  little  more  than  seven 
minutes.  In  one  spot  were  storks  perched  on 
large  nests,  on  the  tops  of  trees,  where  we  had 
not  before  observed  any  of  this  species  of  the 
feathered  race.  We  stopped  to  breakfast  at  a 
post-house,  and  during  our  repast,  the  post- 
master, a  veteran  leaning  on  a  crutch,  with  many 
years  ^*  hanging  on  his  back,"  and  remarkable 
for  his  polite  address,  informed  us  that  he  had 
been  in  the  service  of  Frederick  the  Great,  and 
spoke  with  enthusiasm  of  his  military  exploits. 
On  our  observing  in  the  room  a  picture  repre« 
senting  the  entry  of  the  allies  into  Paris,  he  said 
there  had  been  a  likeness  hung  up  there  of  his 
renowned  master,  but  that  the  French  had  taken 
it  down  and  thrown  it  into  the  fire  before  his 
face,  on  which,  lame  as  he  was,  he  laid  his  crutch 
along  some  of  their  backs.  During  this  speech 
he  held  up  the  weapon  with  a  grin,  and  suiting 
the  "  action  to  the  word,"  showed  us  the  manner 
;in  which  he  had  applied  it. 

We  departed  from  this  place  with  very  small 
horses,  similar  to  those  in  Sweden,  and  got  into 

*  In  Poland  the  mile  is  one-twentieth  of  a  degree.  In 
Arabia,  it  is  three-fourths  of  an  English  mile.  In  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Hungary,  the  mile  is  the  same  as  in  England ; 
and  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  it  is  one  English  mile  and  a  haK 
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the  great  road,  which  led  through  a  wood  where 
there  was  a  profusion  of  wild  strawberries. 
Some  parts  were  cleared,  and  we  saw  farm 
houses  built  of  wood  and  roofed  with  thatch. 
From  the  singular  dress  of  the  people,  it  was 
absolutely  impossible  to  distinguish  their  sex. 
The  wood  continued  as  far  as  the  next  station, 
and  we  passed  the  barrier  which  divides  Livonia 
and  Courland,  proceeding  along  the  bridge  on 
floating  piles,  across  the  small  river  Upisod. 
Notwithstanding  it  was  the  month  of  June,  the 
crops  were  only  a  few  inches  above  ground.  On 
arriving  at  the  post-house,  the  person  who  fur- 
nished us  with  fresh  horses,  said,  pointing  to  the 
imperial  on  our  carriage,  that  travellers  who 
had  this  accommodation  and  two  portmanteaus^ 
were  obliged  to  take  four  horses.  We  took  five, 
only  four  being  charged  for,  and  had  no  reason 
to  complain  either  of  the  animals  or  their  driver, 
shabby  as  he  was,  for  we  actually  travelled  two 
versts  in  eight  minutes.  The  driver  too  played 
us  an  air  on  his  horn.  This  we  at  first  supposed 
was  to  show  his  musical  skill,  or  from  the  hope 
of  being  rewarded ;  but  we  soon  discovered  that 
it  was  a  signal  to  a  cobler,  who  bolted  forth  from 
his  stall,  with  an  enormous  bottle  of  spirits,  and 
filling  a  tin  jug  to  the  brim,  presented  it  to  the 
postilion.  The  latter  quafied  it  oflFin  a  second  with 
great  avidity,  smacking  his  lips  at  the  delicious 
beverage,  which  acted  ap  such  a  spur  to  him. 
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that  he  galloped  off  like  lightning.  The  fellow 
kept  constantly  jabbering  to  his  horses,  modu- 
lating his  voice  so  as  to  be  understood  by 
whichever  he  addressed  in  particular.  It  was 
not  a  little  entertaining,  too,  to  hear  him  reason 
with  the  animals,  as  if  they  were  capable  of 
comprehending  him :  in  speaking  to  the  seniors, 
he  would  appeal  to  their  experience,  and  suggest 
the  propriety  of  their  showing  a  proper  example 
to  the  others.  If  a  horse  had  not  been  turned  out 
for  some  days,  he  would  abuse  him  for  his  laziness, 
or  express  a  hope  that  he  would  not  allow  others 
of  less  strength  to  outstrip  him  ;  frequently  too 
he  would  flatter  them  when  they  proceeded  at 
a  proper  pace,  styling  them  his  golubki  (doves), 
a  very  common  term  of  endearment  among  the 
Russians. 

Never  were  we  before  driven  with  greater 
velocity,  having  travelled  about  eighteen  Eng- 
lish miles  in  the  course  of  two  hours  and  a 
quarter,  the  animals  proceeding  at  full  gallop,  so 
that  we  were  repeatedly  apprehensive  that  we 
should  be  upset ;  for  as  the  roads  are  laid  with 
trunks  of  trees  covered  with  sand,  the  jolting 
was  intolerable.  There  were  but  few  farm- 
houses, the  population  was  scanty,  and  the 
houses  and  villages  had  a  dark  and  gloomy 
aspect  We  passed,  however,  a  neat  ch&teau, 
with  a  portico  in  front,  the  first  we  had  seen  for 
a  long  time,  and  arrived  at  Tadaiken.  During 
the  next  stage  the  road  was  tolerably  good;  but 
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there  was  a  deal  of  waste  land,  and  such  parts  as 
were  cultivated  yielded  miserable  crops.  After- 
wards the  scenery  became  beautiful,  and  resem- 
bled that  in  many  parts  of  Sweden,  having 
clumps  of  lofty  spruce  and  birch  trees,  hills^ 
vallies,  and  sheets  of  water.  The  females 
we  saw  were  occupied  in  spinning  with  the 
distaff.  The  fields  are  remarkably  small,  and 
the  ploughs  here  are  of  a  peculiar  construc- 
tion. They  have  two  shares,  and  the  horse  is 
placed  between  shafts,  as  if  drawing  a  carriage, 
the  extremity  of  which  is  not  more  than  a 
foot  and  half  from  the  ground.  At  Drogensche 
post-house,  the  postilion,  although  paid  liberally, 
and,  indeed,  beyond  what  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed, annoyed  us  extremely ;  and  perceiving 
that  we  were  strangers,  he  used  the  most  fawning 
and  sycophantish  behaviour  to  effect  his  object, 
kissing  our  hands  and  clothes.  About  three 
miles  beyond  this  station,  we  passed  an  elegant 
mansion,  built  exactly  in  the  English  style, 
situate  on  an  elevation,  with  a  piece  of  water 
in  front ;  and  it  was  certainly  the  best  house  we 
had  hitherto  observed  in  Russia.  We  scarcely 
met  a  vehicle  of  any  description  the  whole  day, 
and  the  few  peasants  we  passed  were  deplorably 
clothed,  many  of  them,  with  their  children, 
being  actually  in  rags.  The  women,  who  are 
dressed  in  coarse  jackets  and  petticoats,  have  a 
great  squalidity  of  countenance,  and  their  per- 
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sons  are  quite  disgusting;  tiieir  breasts,  like  those 
of  women  I  have  seen  in  Greece,  hanging  down, 
and  their  shifts  have  two  enormous  buckles,  the 
size  of  small  biscuits,  as  a  kind  of  ornament 
under  the  throat.  Before  every  house  there 
is  a  clumsy  well,  with  chains  for  pulling  up 
water  in  buckets,  and  covered  with  a  roof  of 
pantile  resting  on  a  log  of  wood  on  each  siide.  At 
every  other  farm-house  also  are  two  posts,  with 
cross-beams  at  top,  and  with  two  long  branches 
suspended  from  them,  to  which  a  piece  of  wood 
is  affixed  below  as  a  seat,  for  the  purpose  of 
enjoying  the  exercise  of  swinging.  During  this 
stage  the  country  was  distinguished  by  the  same 
beauty  as  in  the  former  one ;  the  road,  too,  was, 
for  the  most  part,  tolerable,  until  it  struck  into 
a  wood,  where  the  ground  was  deep  sand, 
through  which  we  were,  with  difficulty,  dragged 
to  the  next  post  of  Schrunden,  the  animals 
being  completely  knocked  up.  We  found  that 
we  had,  this  day,  travelled  ninety  miles,  and 
during  fifly  of  them  had  not  seen  a  single 
church. 

On  setting  out  again  next  morning,  we  re- 
marked that  the  horses  had  no  shoes.  The  river 
Windau,  where  we  crossed  a  flat  bridge  like  a 
raft,  formed  of  logs  of  wood,  was,  at  this  time, 
very  low;  but  at  some  seasons  this  stream  is 
extremely  dangerous  to  pass,  on  account  of  the 
great  rapidity  of  the   current     One   circum- 
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stance  that  struck  us  was^  that  we  had  not  ob- 
served a  single  soldier  since  passing  the  frontier; 
whereas  in  Prussia  we  found  them  in  all  direc- 
tions. With  respect  to  the  scenery,  we  could 
not  help  fancying  ourselves  in  Sweden,  so  much 
does  the  general  aspect  of  this  part  of  Russia 
resemble  that  country.  What  contributes  to 
render  travelling  here  less  tedious,  is  the  differ- 
ence of  the  computation  of  distances,  and  the 
frequent  recurrence  of  the  verst-poles  inform- 
ing the  traveller  of  his  progress. 

The  post  at  Trawenbourg,  where  we  halted  to 
breakfast,  might  be  called  the  house  of  a  comfort- 
able gentleman  farmer;  and  we  were  waited  upon 
by  two  genteel  girls,  the  postmaster's  daughters. 
Here  we  became  somewhat  alarmed  at  hearing 
that  an  Englishman  had  been  arrested  while  tra- 
velling, and  detained  some  weeks  under  this 
very  roof,  by  the  police,  from  whom  he  suffered 
many  indignities.  This  gentleman,  who  was  a 
clergyman  of  excellent  character,  and  whom  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  personally,  was 
returning  from  St.  Petersburg,  where  he  had 
been  spending  the  winter  with  a  family  of  rank, 
and  was  going  to  Paris  in  company  with  a 
Frenchman,  when,  before  he  reached  the  fron- 
tier, he  was  rudely  seized  by  a  police  officer, 
who  forced  him  to  change  his  route,  and  accom- 
pany him  to  Riga.     In   this  dilemma  he  was 
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obliged  to  abandon  his  companion  de  voyage,  and 
was  hurried,  like  a  felon,  into  a  cart  without 
springs.     Being  greatly  overcome  with  fatigue, 
he  could  not  proceed,  and  was  allowed  to  remain 
in  this  spot  Every  rule  of  propriety  or  common 
decency  was  disregarded  ;  his  papers  were  laid 
hold  of,  and  he  was  as  rigidly  examined,  as  if  a 
charge  of  high-treason  had  been  brought  against 
him.    The  officer  proceeded  to  Riga  to  report 
what  had  occurred.    No  explanation  whatever 
could  be  obtained,  why  a  British  subject,  a  gen- 
tleman of  character,  and  a  minister  of  religion, 
against  whom  not  the  shadow  of  a  charge  could  be 
brought,  as  to  any  thing  of  a  criminal  nature, 
should  be  thus  treated.     Another  instance  of 
exceedingly  tyrannical  and  most  oppressive  con- 
duct towards  a  British   subject    travelling  in 
Russia,  is  that  of  Mr.  Holman,  the  well-known 
traveller;  and  what  rendered  the  outrage,  in  this 
instance,   more  aggravating  and  unfeeling,  is 
that  he  is  deprived  of  sight,  and  ought,  there- 
fore, to  have  excited  sympathy  and  commisera^ 
tion  rather  than  mistrust     Independently  also 
of  this  severe  affliction,  his  deportment  is  so  mild 
and  amiable,  that  there  could  not  exist  any  rea- 
sonable pretence  for  the  harshness  and  severity 
exercised  towards  him.     Notwithstanding  this, 
he  was  apprehended,  like  a  criminal,  in  the  east- 
em  part  of  Siberia,  whither  he  had  penetrated  in 
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'spite  of  all  obstacles  and  infirmities,  and  was 
hurried  back  through  Russia  and  Poland,  under 
the  surveillance  of  an  officer  of  police,  to 
Vienna.  Even  in  this  latter  city  he  was  not 
permitted  to  remain,  so  formidable  did  this  un- 
fortunate and  helpless  individual  appear  to  the 
governments  of  Russia  and  Austria.  It  is  alto* 
gether  difficult  to  say,  whether  the  severity,  or 
the  pusillanimity  shown  by  them  towards  an  un-* 
ofiending  stranger,  ought  most  to  excite  our 
surprise  or  indignation.  These  governments 
ought  to  blush  at  such  petty,  contemptible 
tyranny,  which,  even  if  it  could  be  justified, 
exhibits  a  distrust  that  does  them  little  credit : 
neither  are  these  solitary  instances,  for  many  of 
a  similar  nature  might  be  added,  did  space 
permit.  Happily  there  is,  at  least,  one  country 
to  be  found,  where  the  stranger  can  travel  un- 
molested by  the  petty  tyranny  of  the  police,  or 
without  danger  of  being  hunted  by  spies  and 
informers,  treated  as  a  felon,  or  receive  the 
slightest  insult  from  any  individual. 

The  horses  with  which  we  were  furnished  for 
the  next  stage,  were  such  uncouth,  ragged  ani* 
mals,  that  they  appeared  as  if  just  caught  in  a 
desert ;  and  the  mane  of  one  of  them  was  so  in- 
conveniently long, — nearly  touching  the  ground^ 
that  we  proposed  it  should  be  trimmed.  Our 
host,  however,  put  a  negative  on  this,  assuring  us 
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that  such  an  operation  might  affect  the  health  of 
the  animal.  The  road  now  led  through  a 
country  beautifully  interspersed  with  woods, 
with  here  and  there  pieces  of  water  gleaming 
through  the  trees.  Having  passed  through 
Bachof  and  Dobilis,  we  shortly  after  entered 
upon  a  piece  of  road  so  sandy,  that  it  was  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  the  carriage  could  proceed 
at  all  We  now,  however,  began  to  meet 
several  carts,  some  drawn  by  eight  and  others 
by  four  horses,  abreast ;  and  found  that  we 
were  approaching  to  some  place  of  importance. 
The  peasants  wear  a  coarse  coat,  of  a  pepper 
and  salt  colour,  which  appears  here  to  be  the 
favourite  hue.  This  garment  is  very  long,  and 
plaited  very  full  round  the  waist,  so  as  to  form 
a  kind  of  petticoat  The  females  have  their 
heads  bound  round  with  a  handkerchief,  and 
merely  a  petticoat  and  shift;  and  some  of  them 
have  neither  shoes  nor  stockings.  Others  wear  a 
species  of  leather  sandal  on  the  soles  of  their 
feet,  which  is  tied  round  the  ancle.  The 
children  are  exceedingly  ragged,  and  many  have 
only  a  shirt  The  houses  are  built  of  wood,  and 
the  amoke  escapes  through  the  door,  as  is  the 
case  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

At  length  the  capital  of  Courland  came 
into  view;  and  after  we  had  gone  through 
tlie   usual   formalities   at   the    gate,    we    were 


MITTAU.  177 

permitted  to  enter  Mittau,  which  is  situated 
in  a  very  flat  country,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Dwina ;  has  a  small  harbour,  and  a  population 
of  about  18,000  inhabitants.  The  buildings, 
which  are  chiefly  of  wood,  and  many  of  them 
painted  a  variety  of  colours,  are  two  stories 
in  height,  though  several  consist  only  of  a 
ground  floor.  Some  stand  quite  detached  in 
the  centre  of  the  streets,  with  wooden  colon- 
nades, under  which  are  shops  of  a  very  gloomy 
appearance.  There  is  a  large  square,  one  side 
of  which  is  nearly  occupied  by  a  public  cistern 
or  reservoir  of  water,  with  this  inscription :  — 

^<  MUNIFICBNTIA 
ALEXANDRI. 
M.  D.  CCXV." 

There  is,  also,  in  the  same  piace^  a  small 
guard-house,  having  a  large  bell  fixed  to  a  post 
covered  at  top,  which  the  sentinel  .rings  when* 
ever  any  person  of  military  distinction  passes,  as 
a  signal  to  the  military  on  duty  to  turn  out  and 
make  a  salute.  In  this  square  the  market  is 
held ;  and  we  were  surprised  at  the  prodigious 
quantities  of  leeks  and  onions  we  saw :  these 
are  greedily  devoured  by  the  lower  classes, 
who  may  be  seen  eating  them  like  fruit.  Six 
deserters  happened  at  this  time  to  be  brought 
in;  they  were  bound  together  two  and  two,  by 
a  heavy  block  of  wood  about  three  feet  long, 
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&stened  to  their  wrists^  and  secured  by  a  lock. 
There  is  a  theatre,  where  performances  take  place 
during  the  summer  months.  The  most  interest- 
ing edifice  is  a  palace  immediately  adjoining  the 
town,  which  at  one  time  was  die  residence  of 
the  Dukes  of  Courland,  and  which  was  inha- 
bited by  Louis  XVII L  and  his  consort,  during 
their  exile.  It  has  three  fronts,  and  is  built  of 
brick,  plastered  and  white*washed.  Great  part 
is  in  a  very  dilapidated  state,  and  much  of  it  bad 
been  destroyed  by  the  caprice  of  the  Emperor 
Paul ;  but  enough  remains  to  show  its  original 
grandeur  and  consequence.  We  went  over  the 
apartments,  some  of  which  are  spacious,  and 
remain  in  the  same  state  as  when  they  were 
occupied  by  Louis  and  his  family.  In  the 
dining-room,  which  is  52  feet  by  40,  with  four 
large  windows,  the  furniture  consisted  of  chairs, 
with  red  morocco  cushions,  a  sofa,  and  three 
small  tables.  The  ceiling  is  of  heavy  stucco- 
work,  with  a  crystal  lustre  suspended  from  it ; 
and  on  the  walls  are  some  paintings  in  fresco. 
There  are  enormous  shelves  in  this  room ;  and 
the  chimney-piece  is  adorned  with  trees  and 
flowers  in  stucco,  plated  to  resemble  silver.  At 
the  period  the  French  took  possession  of  this 
country,  with  an  army  of  50,000  men,  they  used 
this  palace  as  an  hospital,  and  broke  these  orna- 
ments, under  the  idea  that  they  were  real  silver. 
The  ante-room  te  the  bed-chamber  did  not  dis- 
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play  much  luxury  or  elegance,  for  the  walls 
were  covered  with  Dutch  tiles,  than  which 
nothing  could  appear  more  vulgar  and  miser- 
able. Such  were  the  apartments  in  which  the 
descendant  of  the  founder  of  Versailles,  and  its 
gorgeous  halls,  held  his  little  court  This  leads 
me  to  remark,  that  he  was  formally  acknow- 
ledged, in  1798,  King  of  France,  by  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia;  and  was  actually  invited  to 
reside  here  until  he  should  be  restored  to  the 
throne  of  his  ancestors,  during  which  time  be 
was  treated  with  the  honours  due  to  his  exalted 
rank,  and  had  a  guard  of  900  Rusnans.  The 
Russian  commander  of  Mittau  was  also  entirely 
under  his  orders.  His  Majesty  was  not,  how- 
ever, permitted  to  enjoy  this  asylum  long ;  for 
after  he  had  been  here  about  a  year,  the  Em- 
peror Paul,  at  the  instigation  of  Napoleon, 
drove  the  persecuted  monarch  from  his  domi- 
nions, limiting  the  very  time  for  that  purpose,  so 
that  the  Duress  of  Angouldme,  who  was  then 
with  him,  was  actually  forced  to  raise  a  sum 
of  money  on  her  jewels,  to  defray  their  travel- 
ling expences.  Louis  s^erwards  inhabited  the 
palace  of  the  dethroned  King  of  Poland  in  War- 
saw ;  but  this,  too,  he  was  forced  to  abandon  by 
order  of  the  Prussian  minister,  who  asked  him 
to  renounce  the  throne  in  favour  of  Bonaparte, 
a  proposition  which  was  rejected  with  noble 
indignation.     A  plot  being  discovered  for  the 
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assassination  of  this  royal  wanderer,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  Continent  and  seek  a  retreat 
in  England,  the  only  country  open  to  fugitives. 
Here  the  exiled  monarch  remained  in  comfort 
and  independence,  to  the  honour  of  the  liberality 
of  the  British  government,  surrounded  by  faiths 
ful  friends  and  adherents,  and  treated  with 
respect  by  all,  employing  his  time  in  reading  and 
reflection,  until  the  memorable  event  took  place 
that  restored  him  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors, 
when  he  quitted  the  British  metropolis  amidsf 
the  acclamations  of  thousands,  on  die  20th  of 
April,  1814,  and  entered  his  own  capital  after  an 
absence  of  twenty-three  years. 

The  inn  we  had  selected  for  our  quarters 
proved  a  most  disagreeable  residence,  it  being 
disgustingly  filthy,  and  swarming  with  vermin, 
to  whom,  it  should  seem,  a  kind  of  hereditary 
respect  is  paid  j  yet  the  charges  were  as  much  as 
if  there  had  been  the  most  luxurious  accommod- 
ation ;.  and  the  landlord  had  the  assurance  to  de- 
mand 3*.  4rf.  per  night  for  a  bed  for  our  servant,  in 
a  kind  of  pigeon-hole.  In  this  instance,  however, 
his  extortion  was  justly  defeated,  as  our  domestic 
preferred  sleeping  in  our  carriage  to  being 
thrust  into  such  a  vile  den.  We  were  glad  to 
quit  Mittau  the  very  next  day,  and  crossed  the 
Dwina,  and  also  another  small  river,  called 
Ekow,  where  mounds  of  earth  thrown  up  on 
each  side,  marked  the  operations  of  the  French 
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to  secure  this  passage.  The  dress  of  the  posti- 
lion exactly  resembled  that  of  an  Hibernian 
beggar,  and  he  was  the  most  complete  tatterde- 
malion that  imagination  can  %ure.  But  if  he 
was  not  the  most  flattering  object  to  the  eye,  the 
ding-dong  of  a  large  bell  attached  to  the  horses, 
like  that  of  a  dustman's  cart  in  London,  was  as 
littie  agreeable  to  the  ear.  An  obelisk,  about 
thirteen  miles  distant  from  Mittau,  marks  the 
extremity  of  Courland,  and  another  points  to 
the  commencement  of  Livonia.. 

Although  we  now  entered  upon  a  new  teni^ 
tory,  our  passports  were  not  demanded,  nor  our 
names  taken  down  as  on  former  occasions. 
Every  thing  here  assumed  another  aspect :  we 
met  numerous  carts,  and  the  grotesque  figures 
who  drove  them,  were  ragged,  half  naked,  and 
wore  long  beards,  similar  to  the  savage  Arabs  I 
had  seen  in  the  East  On  entering  a  wood  of 
lofty  firs,  the  environs  of.  Riga  came  into  view, 
and  afterwards  the  town  itself,  which  is  in  the 
form  of  a  bow.  At  one  place  we  were  stopped 
by  a  soldier,  who  demanded  our  podrozhna» 
which,  having  examined,  he  returned,  and  we 
were  allowed  to  proceed.  We  then  crossed  the 
Dwina  on  a  long  flat  floating  bridge,  extending 
about  2,600  feet,  and  forty  in  breadth,  supported 
by  sixty-four  piles.  This  is  removed  at  the  com^ 
mencement  of  Winter,  and  laid  up  till  the  follow- 
ing Spring.  On  each  side  were  vessels  of  different 
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nations  at  anchor,  with  their  sterns  placed  in  front 
of  the  bridge.  From  this  bridge  the  view  of  the 
dtff  situated  on  an  elevation,  with  its  spires  and 
domes — some  of  them,  owing  to  a  particular  kind 
of  composition  with  which  they  are  coated,  spark- 
ling in  the  sun  like  silver,  together  with  the  ships, 
small  craft,  and  the  bustle  in  tlie  harbour,  was 
extremely  striking  and  picturesque.  Having 
reached  the  opposite  bank,  we  entered  Riga, 
and  after  driving  about  some  time  in  search  of 
accommodation,  at  length  got  a  room  in  the 
London  hotel,  a  name  so  often  given  to  these 
places  on  the  Continent,  to  catch  the  eye  of 
English  travellers,  and  lead  them  to  suppose 
they  are  superior  to  others.  It  proved,  however, 
as  unlike  an  hotel  in  London  as  can  possibly 
be  imagined,  being  a  most  wretched  and  uncom- 
fbrtaUe  place,  and,  to  add  to  our  vexation,  our 
apartments  were  at  the  top  of  the  house. 

The  foundation  of  the  capital  of  Livonia  is 
dated  as  far  back  as  ISOl.  The  town  is  situated 
on  the  Dwina,  five  miles  ftom  its  mouth,  in  a 
gulf  o£  the  Baltic ;  and  it  is  surrounded  by 
ramparts  and  ditches,  some  of  which  are  filled 
with  water.  The  inhabitants  amount  to  60,000. 
The  buildings  are  very  old-fashioned,  and  the 
streets  are  narrow.  There  are  several  gates^ 
which  are  shut  at  nine  at  night,  and  opened  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  with  the  exception 
of  two  that  are  kept  c^n  at  all  hours.     One  erf 
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the  towers  where  cannon  are  planted,  points  to 
the  road  leading  to  St.  Fetersburgh :  there  are 
four  bullets  sticking  in  the  waU,  said  to  have 
lodged  there  during  a  siege  of  the  city,  and  to 
render  them  more  conspicuous  they  are  painted 
red.  The  importance  of  Riga  may  be  consi- 
dered chiefly  to  arise  from  its  contiguity  to  the 
river. 

In  a  large  square  is  a  column  of  polished  red 
granite,  on  three  circular  steps,  inclosed  with  an 
iron  railing.  This  was  erected  in  1817  by  the 
merchants,  at  the  expence  of  500/.  Fart  of  the 
buildings  surrounding  this  square,  form  the 
courts  of  law,  public  ofiBces,  and  an  exchange. 
There  is  also  a  column  with  a  chain  and  iron 
collar,  to  which  criminals  are  attached  when  un- 
dergoing flagellation ;  and  a  chateau  or  palace, 
with  towers  of  very  great  antiquity,  the  founda^ 
tion  of  which  is  uncertain.  This  building 
belongs,  at  present,  to  a  society  of  Schwartzen- 
baupter,  or  black-heads,  who  are  thirty-six  in 
number.  Whatever  may  be  the  circumstances 
in  which  this  title  originated,  only  one  opinion 
can  exist  as  to  the  heads  of  the  members  being 
sound  wita  respect  to  the  principles  of  humanity. 
The  entrance-money  of  a  memberis  40/.,  and  those 
who  happen  to  be  in  circumstances  of  indigence 
after  attaining  the  age  of  fifly,  are  allowed  40/. 
yearly.  Under  this  description  only  two  are,  at 
present,  on  the  list    Their  benevolence  ej^tends 
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also  to  the  widows  and  children  of  members. 
Should  the  former,  however,  again  enter  into  the 
marriage  state,  it  disqualifies  them  from  these 
privileges.  With  respect  to  the  edifice  itself,  it 
boasts  of  some  degree  of  consequence :  in  the 
principal  hall  are  twelve  lustres,  and  a  gallery 
for  music ;  and  there  is  a  room  below  for  re- 
freshments. In  the  first-mentioned  apartment  is  a 
picture  of  Catherine  II.,  and  another  portrait  of 
her  in  miniature,  on  horseback.  In  a  room  ad- 
joining is  a  view  of  Lubeck,  and  a  portrait  of 
Charles  XII.,  who  once  held  his  head-quarters 
under  this  roof,  and  defeated  Peter  the  Great  in 
an  action  near  Riga.  In  a  second  chamber  is  a 
view  of  the  suburbs,  as  burning  when  set  on  fire 
in  181S,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  French:  there  is  also  some  painted  glass 
taken  from  the  window  of  a  church,  and  a  por- 
trait of  Peter  the  Great.  A  profusion  of  very 
ancient  silver  plate  is  displayed  here,  in  a  variety 
of  curious  shapes  and  devices :  figures  of  men  in 
armour  on  horseback,  flaggons  for  wine,  and  sal- 
vers with  scriptural  texts ;  St.  George  and  the 
Dragon  (with  the  date  156S),  a  drinking  vessel^ 
four  feet  in  height,  and  in  the  form  of  a  horse 
without  a  head,  with  a  man  seated  on  it,  the 
neck  of  the  animal  forming  the  mouth  of  the 
cup.  One  piece  of  plate  represents  Charles 
XII.  at  the  battle  of  Narva  in  this  neighbour- 
hood j    and  there  are  enormous  flaggons  em-^ 
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bossed  with  medals ;  and  salvers  chased  with  re- 
ligious subjects,  one  of  which  has  the  date  1671* 
The  value  of  the  whole  is  estimated  at  SO,(XX)/. 
a  treasure  rarely  found  to  belong  to  private 
societies  of  this  description  in  any  country. 

The  house  for  the  convocation  of  the  Livo- 
nian  nobility  —  a  kind  of  Parliament,  or,  as  it  is 
called,  the  Re-union,  where  they  meet  every 
three  years,  is  commodious,  and  has  a  handsome 
suite  of  apartments.  In  the  principal  one,  which 
is  modem,  we  found  a  large  portrait  of  the  Em- 
peror Alexander,  in  a  most  gorgeous  frame, 
raised  on  steps,  covered  with  green  baize.  Three 
large  pier-glasses  are  on  each  side  of  this  hall ; 
a  chair  for  the  president  stands  at  the  head  of 
the  table,  and  seats  for  the  secretaries  on  each 
side.  A  large  silver  staff,  similar  to  those  car-> 
ried  by  English  beadles,  is  used  by  the  president 
for  the  purpose  of  commanding  silence.  The 
walls  are  ornamented,  as  in  the  hall  of  the  diet  at 
Stockholm,  with  the  arms  of  the  nobles.  One  of 
the  members  is  obliged  to  take  up  his  residence 
here  during  a  month,  for  which  he  is  allowed  one 
million  rubles. 

Until  lately  the  ancient  cathedral  had  been 
occupied  as  a  magazine.  It  is  232  feet  in  length, 
and  107  in  breadth,  and  is  fitted  up  in  the 
modem  style.  In  a  niche  at  the  back  of  the 
altar,  is  a  painting  of  the  Ascension,  copied  from 
one  in  Rome,  by  a  tradesman  of  Riga,  who  took 
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a  faDcy  to  study  pmnting,  and  it  is  really  a  very 
creditable  performance.  The  seats  of  the  magis- 
trates in  this  church  are  distinguished  by  their 
arms ;  the  Schwartzenhaupter  have  also  a  seat 
decorated  with  theirarms,  viz.  twoswords  crossed 
on  a  shield,  surmounted  by  a  negro's  head,  and 
the  supporters  are  blacks.  Adjoining  to  this 
church  is  a  cloister  which  is  occupied  as  a  public 
school,  but  at  this  time  it  was  converted  into  a 
public  fair,  and  was  crowded  with  stalls  on  which 
was  displayed  a  great  variety  of  articles.  The 
deafening  hubbub  here,  — the  din  and  clattering 
of  tongues  in  different  languages,  contrasted 
strangely  with  the  silence  which  originally 
reigned  within  these  walls,  when  prayer  and 
devotion  constituted  the  sole  occupation  of  their 
inhabitants. 

The  next  place  we  visited  was  the  Greek 
church,  which  was  covered  with  monuments, 
images,  and  paintings.  Behind  the  altar,  which 
is  kept  shut  except  during  the  communion, 
there  is  an  apartment  seen,  under  a  canopy,  and 
into  this  sanctuary  no  female  is  permitted 
to  enter.  The  books  were  in  the  Sclavonian 
dialect,  and  we  were  shown  the  bread  used  in 
the  communion,  which  consists  of  small  rolls 
kept  in  a  bag,  and  stamped  with  the  words 
<^  Jesus  died  for  the  sins  of  the  world."  The 
vessel  used  for  baptism,  is  very  deep  and  lai^ 
and  the  ceremony  is  performed  by  immersing 
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the  infant  in  water  three  times  with  its  eyes 
shut,  aiid  ears  stuffed.  In  the  sacristy  were 
crowns  of  tin  hung  on  the  wall,  whioh  are  used 
in  the  ceremony  of  marriage,  when  they  are 
placed  on  the  heads  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom. 

The  church  of  St.  James  adjoining  this,  is 
built  of  brick,  with  a  tower,  tapering  spire,  and 
a  roof  of  copper.  That  of  St.  Peter  is  of  con- 
siderable magnitude,  being  S7S  feet  long  by  116 
wide.  The  pulpit  is  entirely  of  marble,  and 
from  an  inscription  on  it,  appears  to  have  been 
the  gift  of  an  individual.  It  is  surmounted  by 
an  angel  also  of  marble,  holding  a  gilt  olive 
branch  in  the  right  hand }  and  St.  Peter  is  re- 
presented on  it  in  front  with  a  book  and  keys. 
There  is  a  candelabrum  here  of  extraordinary  di- 
mensions, it  being  15  feet  in  height  and  12  in  cir- 
cumference, and  it  has  three  stages  of  branches 
for  lights.  From  the  summit  of  the  steeple, 
which  for  its  elegance  and  proportions  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  structures  of  the  kind  in 
Russia,  is  a  fine  view  of  the  city ;  the  bustle  on 
the  quays,  and  the  numerous  vessels,  contribute 
much  to  the  liveliness  of  the  scene,  while  the 
windings  of  the  Dwina,  and  the  islands  with 
which  it  is  studded,  form  a  beautifid  landscape 
in  the  back-ground. 

The  horizon  is  bounded  for  about  two  thirds 
of  its  circumference  with  dark  forests.  Around 
the  town  are  several  hills  that  appear  starting 
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up  from  a  plain  of  sand,  yet  a  great  part  of  the 
latter  is  now  in  a  state  of  cultivation.  It  is 
desirable  that  a  traveller  should,  whenever  he 
is  able  to  do  so^  reconnoitre  the  places  he  visits 
from  some  eminence,  in  order  to  obtain  a  general 
idea  of  the  principal  features  and  the  bearings 
of  the  various  parts,  before  he  proceeds  to  exa- 
mine them  in  detail  There  is  a  college  here» 
with  thirty-six  professors,  each  of  whom  has  a 
salary  of  4500  rubles.  The  students,  who 
amount  to  about  400,  are  distinguished  by  a 
particular  dress ;  and  each  lapel  of  the  coat  has  a 
silver  ornament  like  a  branch.  Riga  is  celebrated 
for  its  commerce,  and,  after  St.  Petersburg, 
may  be  considered  the  greatest  port  in  Russia. 
During  last  year  the  exports  were  valued  at  one 
million  sterling.  In  the  course  of  June  only, 
there  entered  at  this  port  149  merchant  vessels, 
and  139  departed  from  it  Notwithstanding  the 
number  of  British  residents,  and  the  variety  erf* 
ships  that  arrive  here  from  all  parts  of  our  empire, 
there  is  neither  a  British  consul  nor  any  English 
or  Scotch  church,  the  want  of  which  is  greatly 
complained  of  by  our  countrymen,  and  is  a  cir» 
cumstance  that  surely  merits  the  attention  of 
our  government*  On  Sunday  it  was  absolutely 
melancholy  to  see  the  crews  lounging  about 
their  vessels. 

The  houses,  which  are  several  stories  in  height, 
are  built  of  brick,  plastered  and  painted ;  and 
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many  of  them  have  roofs  of  sheet  iron  painted 
light  green,  a  favourite  colour,  and  the  win- 
dows open  in  the  French  style.  The  party-walls 
are  of  enormous  thickness,  so  that  there  is  little 
danger  of  fire  extending  itself  to  the  adjoining 
dweUings ;  and  it  generally  confines  itself  to  the 
house  where  it  happens  to  break  out  This  is  a 
most  laudable  precaution,  and  one  that  deserves 
to  be  generally  adopted ;  but  in  other  respects 
there  is  little  in  the  interior  of  the  houses  that 
merits  imitation.  It  is  the  custom  to  strew  the 
floors  of  the  rooms  with  fir-needles,  a  practice 
that  has  certainly  nothing  to  recommend  it,  as 
it  by  no  means  contributes  to  neatness  or  com- 
fort,  but,  on  the  contrary,  occasions  dust  and 
vermin ;  even  sawdust  would  be.  less  objection- 
able. Few  towns  will  be  found  where  there  are 
so  many  doors,  windows,  and  shutters  of  iron  ; 
all  secured  by  enormous  strong  bars  and  locks. 
Although  the  shops  are  shut  on  Sunday,  yet  the 
theatre  and  public  gardens  are  open.  The 
streets  are  extremely  narrow,  badly  paved,  and 
edged  at  the  sides  with  wood  to  prevent  their 
breaking  down.  There  are  3000  troops  stationed 
in  the  barracks,  and  the  discipline  is  exceedingly 
strict ;  indeed  such  is  the  deference  paid  by  the 
privates  to  their  officers,  that  whenever  they 
happen  to  see  one  of  the  latter  in  the  street,  they 
immediately  stop,  and  stand  quite  still  until  he 
has  passed.     Among  the  military  punishments 
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adopted  here  is  that  of  running  the  gauntlet,  in 
which  the  culprit  is  made  to  pass  through  a  file  of 
his  comrades,  who  strike  at  him  with  sticks,  as  be 
proceeds  along.  Officers  are  punished  by  being 
reduced  to  the  lowest  rank;  even  a  general  may 
thus  not  only  be  broken,  but  actually  compelled 
to  serve  as  a  private  soldier!  An  instance  of 
this  had  recently  taken  place,  in  the  case  of  a 
commander  who  was  thus  punished  for  having 
embezzled  monies.  He  did  not  however  long 
survive  his  disgrace,  as  he  died  shortly  after- 
wards broken-hearted.  The  troops  are  exercised 
in  a  field  adjoining  the  barracks,  neatly  laid  out 
with  walks,  and  having  a  road  in  the  middle 
lined  with  trees. 

The  police-officers  are  distinguished  by  a  par* 
ticular  dress,  consisting  of  a  dark  green  coat, 
buttoned  up  in  front,  with  a  red  collar,  cufis, 
and  leather  cap,  having  a  bear-skin  on  top,  simi- 
lar to  that  of  a  dragoon,  and  a  belt  round  it 
When  any  military  officer  passes  the  barrier, 
those  who  are  stationed  there  turn  out  in  a  body 
and  draw  up  in  a  line,  each  holding  a  halbert, 
which  he  stretches  out. 

It  is  impossible  to  figure  any  objects  more 
curious  than  the  large  flat-bottomed  boats  on  the 
river.  These  vessels  are  most  rudely  constructed, 
being  formed  of  logs  of  wood,  across  which  are 
laid  spars.  They  are  not  decked,  but  five  enor- 
mous beams  extend  from  side  to  side,  to  keep  them 
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firm.  They  have  also  an  arched  roof,  formed 
of  spars  covered  with  straw  matting,  which 
is  piled  to  a  great  height  with  hemp.  These 
extraordinary  boats,  which  are  from  100  to 
160  feet  in  length,  and  40  in  breadth,  look  Bkt 
lai^  floating  masses,  and  are  so  top-heavy  that 
one  expects  every  minute  to  see  them  apset.  As 
soon  as  their  cargo  is  disposed  of,  they  are  broken 
up,  which  is  speedily  done,  their  construction 
being  so  light ;  and  their  owners  and  crews  then 
r^urn  home  by  land.  These  vessels  are  called 
SHrusen^  and  are  moored  in  a  particular  spot, 
which  is  so  crowded  with  them  as  to  appear  from 
a  distance  like  a  range  of  small  hills,  or  like  lofty 
hay-stacks.  Droshkas  are  the  only  public  vehi* 
cles  here,  and  before  you  get  into  one  you  have 
to  make  a  bargain  with  the  driver ;  there  being 
no  regulation  as  to  fares  -^  a  circumstance  that 
must  always  lead  to  imposition.  The  dress  of 
the  drivers  is  generally  a  large  coarse  box-coat ; 
but  some  of  them  have  velvet  collars  and  cut&. 
All  wear  long  beards,  and  their  necks  are  com- 
pletely bare  and  exposed  in  front  Each  wears 
at  his  back  a  piece  of  lead,  on  which  is  marked 
his  number. 

There  are  many  clubs  or  societies,  where,  on 
being  introduced,  a  stranger  may  dine  or  sup 
at  an  abundantly  furnished  table  for  a  very 
trifling  expence.  These  are  not,  however,  desig- 
nated clubSf  as  such  a  title  is  most  strictly  pro- 
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hibited  by  an  ukase ;  for  the  veiy  sound  of  the 
term  creates  alarm  and  suspicion  in  the  govern- 
ment In  the  public  gardens  are  ornamental 
buildings,  and  over  the  entrance  of  one  called 
the  emperor's  garden,  is  put  up  a  notice  for- 
bidding persons  to  walk  on  the  grass,  to  touch 
the  plants,  or  to  bring  dogs  with  them.  Slaves, 
who  are  fettered  by  a  block  of  wood  locked  round 
the  leg,  are  employed  here  to  keep  the  grounds 
in  order.  In  this  garden  there  are  coffee-houses, 
Chinese  temples,  &c.  and  a  piece  of  water.  In 
the  centre  stands  a  large  tree,  planted  by  Peter 
the  Great,  who  in  fact  first  planned  this  spot. 
The  environs  of  Riga  are  extremely  pleasant,  and 
there  are  many  neat  cottages,  one  story  in  height, 
built  of  wood. 

The  wolves  in  Livonia  commit  great  de- 
struction, and  a  curious  document  has  been 
published  by  government,  showing  the. extent 
of  their  ravages  in  1823.*  There  is  said  also 
to  be  a  rare  insect  here,  called  the  Jima  infemaUs^ 
described  by  Linnaeus.  During  hot  weather,  it 
fidls  on  persons  from  the  air,  and  its  bite  pro- 
duces a  swelling  which  often  proves  fatal,  unless 
remedies  are  instantly  applied.  It  is  so  diminu- 
tive as  hardly  to  be  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 

*  This  is  as  follows :  —  they  devoured,  1841  horses  — 
1807  horned  cattle  —  15,182  sheep  —  2645  goats  — 
4190  swine  —  703  dogs  —  1243  foals  —  733  calves  -^ 
726  lambs  — 183  kids  —  312  sucking  pigs  —  673  geese. 
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Departure  Jrom  Riga. —  Posting  regulations.-^  Appearance 
of  country,  —  Lake  VidonusL  —  VaUmar.  —  Agriculture 
and  implements*  —  Stockelen.  —  Valk.  —  Uddem,^  Arri^ 
vol  at  Dorpat* 

Having  seen  every  thing  of  interest  the  town 
contained^  we  now  quitted  Riga,  and,  on  leaving 
it,  passed  through  a  wide  street,  at  the  extremity 
of  which   is  a  modern  arch,  erected  to  com- 
memorate the  circumstance  of  this  place  having 
been   preserved  from  the  treachery  of  an  in- 
cendiary, who  was  apprehended  and  burned, 
and  whose  ashes  were  buried  in  the  very  spot 
where  the  record  of  his  guilt  stands.     On  each 
side  of  the  arch  are  circular  reliefs,  having  an 
anchor,  cornucopia,  and  other  emblematical  de- 
vices.    As  a  precaution  against  the  imposition 
of  postmasters,  we  had  obtained  a  list  of  all  the 
stages,  and  the  number  of  versts  between  each ; 
which  proved  of  great  service  in  settling  disputes 
at  the  different  post-houses,  as  to  charges  and 
distances.     Were  the  Prussian  practice  adopted 
here,  by  which  the  post-master  gives  to  travellers 
a  paper  containing  the  number  of  miles,  and  the 
charges  for  horses  at  each  station,  accompanied 
with  a  receipt  for  the  sum  paid  him,  it  would 
most  effectually  check  extortion.     We  had  six 
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horses,  two  of  which  were  next  the  carriage,  and 
the  four  others  in  front,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
pole  was  suspended  a  large  bell.     The  rates  of 
posting  are  less  here  than  in  Sweden,  and  hardly 
exceed  Id.  per  English  mile.     The  road  was 
sandy,  and  the  country  uninteresting ;  sometimes 
it  was  wood,   at  others  heath;  and  the  only 
building  we  met  was  occasionally  a  solitary  cot- 
tage without  any  chimney,  the  smoke  issuing 
through  a  small  aperture  intended  as  a  window. 
After  proceeding  through  this  barren  district 
for  some  time,  we  passed  a  convent,  for  females^ 
situated  at  the  side  of  the  road.      From   an 
elevation  beyond  this  there  was  a  view  of  con. 
siderable  extent,    scattered  with   wood  and  a 
few  straggling  huts;  but  the  picture  was  dark, 
and  gloomy,    and  the  country  seemed  neaily 
in  a  state  of  desertion,  not  a  creature  being 
to  be  seen.      Yet  there  was  a  chdteau^   sur- 
mounted with  a   flag  and  enveloped  in  trees, 
with  a  sheet  of  water  in  front     After  travelling 
through  this  desolate  tract,  where  all  was  silence 
and  dreariness,  without  any  thing  to  enliven  the 
landscape,  we  at  length  came  in  sight  of  Lake 
Vidonusk,  which  winds  in  a  serpentine  form 
among  the  woods  that  extend  to  its  very  edge, 
.  and  are  highly  beautiful    The  long  tract  of  sand 
still  continued,  and  in  consequence  of  the  rain 
that  had  ^len  it  turned  now  to  a  red  colour. 
Opposite  the  post-house  of  Vallmar  is  a  maga- 
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zine  of  graiD,  the  windows  of  which  were  secured 
with  iron  bars ;  and  it  was  guarded  by  soldiers, 
who  have  a  house  adjoining  it  The  town  of  Vall- 
mar  appears,  from  the  remains  of  walls  still  dis«* 
cemible,  to  have  been  at  one  period  fortified.  It 
is  a  small  place,  with  only  one  street  of  any  con- 
sequence, and  the  houses  consist  of  merely  a 
ground«-floor.  The  dress  of  the  females  in  this 
district  bears  a  very  strong  resemblance  to  that 
of  those  in  Wales,  from  their  having  handker- 
chie&  tied  round  their  heads,  with  the  ends 
hanging  behind,  and  black  hats  like  those  of 
men.  like  the  Welsh  peasantry,  too,  they  wear 
neither  shoes  nor  stockings. 

In  consequence  of  the  great  road  for  many 
miles  being  rendered  impassable,  from  the  depth 
of  the  sand,  we  took  a  more  circuitous  route, 
and  passed  the  chateau  of  Baron  Levistant, 
through  whose  domains  we  travelled  for  some 
miles.  A  singular  practice  is  adopted  here  with 
regard  to  the  willow-trees,  which  are  exceedingly 
numerous ;  their  tops  being  loaded  with  turf  or 
earth  to  prevent  their  growth  upwards  and  to 
cause  them  to  spread  out  at  the  sides.  The  bar- 
rows  we  saw  were  exceedingly  simple,  and  re-* 
minded  us  of  the  expedients  adopted  by  the 
patriarchal  agriculturists;  being  something  like 
the  shape  of  a  gridiron,  with  shafts  on  each  side, 
between  which  the  horse  is  fixed.  These  shafts 
reach  almost  to  the  ground.     The  bars  of  the 
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body,  which  are  placed  transversely,  are  merely 
pieces  of  wood,  about  four  feet  in  length,  and  two 
in  breadth.  The  ploughs  have  two  long  shafts 
or  handles  like  spades,  with  a  cross  board  at 
the  end :  to  this  are  attached  two  shares,  which 
gradually  taper  off. 

After  passing  through  a  most  tedious  and 
thick  wood  of  pine,  we  arrived  at  Stockelen 
(which  is  situate  in  the  middle  of  it),  where  we 
remained  all  night  at  a  miserable  hut  Next 
day  we  continued  our  route  through  the  wood 
for  fifteen  miles,  till  we  reached  the  small  town 
of  Valk,  which  is  situate  on  a  riven  The  fields 
of  rye  were  far  from  showing  the  best  husbandry, 
being  interspersed  with  most  luxuriant  crops  of 
thistles.  Buck-wheat  appears  to  be  much  cul- 
tivated, and  is  used  for  making  a  kind  of  por- 
ridge. We  saw  many  young  women,  who,  while 
they  were  tending  cattle,  employed  themselves 
in  manufacturing  shoes  ft*om  the  bark  of  trees. 
Along  the  sides  of  the  roads  in  Livonia  and 
Courland  are  double  posts,  chequered  white  and 
black.  The  object  of  theise  is  not  to  point  out 
distances,  but  to  show  the  boundaries  of  estates, 
and  the  nam^s  of  the  proprietors.  The  country 
now  became  open,  and  we  passed  clusters  of  de- 
tached houses,  built  of  coarse  wood,  with  thatched 
roofs  and  unglazed  windows.  These  buildings 
are  very  low,  and  the  roofs  project  so  far  as  al- 
most to  conceal  the  walls.     They  had  a  truly 
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desoIate\a8pect,  and,  in  fact, .  seemed  to  be  de- 
serted. After  passing  Kuikatz,  we  had  a  pros- 
pect of  an  extensive  country.  In  this  district 
the  children,  like  those  in  Savoy  and  Switzer- 
land, are  so  disguised,  as,  when  seen  from  a  short 
distance,  to  have  quite  an  elderly  appearance, 
being  dressed  like  old  persons,  while  their  faces, 
too,  are  something  like  those  of  baboons.  We 
passed  through  a  few  villages,  built  like  ranges 
of  barracks  for  soldiers,  and  arrived  at  Uddem, 
where,  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  Prussia, 
we  saw  soldiers,  who  were  escorting  deserters. 

The  postmaster  here  informed  us,  by  way  of 
hint,  I  suppose,  that  about  six  years  ago,  the  Eng- 
lish, who  travelled  this  way,  never  asked  the  prices 
of  posting,  but  paid  whatever  was  demanded ; 
an  intimation  that,  in  itself,  contained  evidence  it 
was  his  object  to  impose  on  us,  by  exacting  more 
than  he  was  entitled  to.  We  replied,  however, 
that  if  such  was  really  the  fact,  times  had 
changed  for  the  better,  and  we  were  disposed  to 
pay  no  more  than  the  regulated  price.  On  leav- 
ing this  place,  we  found  the  road  tolerably  good. 
The  crops  of  rye  looked  well ;  but  the  com  was 
very  backward,  although  it  was  now  the  middle 
of  June.  The  windmills  were  of  a  different  con- 
struction  from  those  in  England,  the  body  of  the 
mill  not  being  raised  from  the  ground,  but  rest- 
ing immediately  upon  it.  At  length  we  reached 
Dorpaty  and  were  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a 
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comfortable  ion,  the  luxury  of  which,  after  a 
long  and  fatiguing  journey  in  such  a  country  as 
this,  was  quite  cheering,  and  forcibly  reminded 
us  of  the  words  of  the  poet :  — 

<<  Whoe'er  has  travell'd  life's  dull  rounds 
Where'er  his  various  tours  hath  heen. 
May  sigh  to  thmk  how  oft  he  fouud 
His  warmest  welcome  at  an  inn." 
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Dorpat.  —  University.  —  Library.  —  Anatomical  ^eatre.'^ 
Observatory.  —  Female  bricklayers.  —  TVnvn.  —  Harbour. 
—  Churches.  —  Departure.  —  Lake  Peipus.  —  ChucUeigh. 
Gulf  of  Finland.  —  Narva.  —  Superstition.  —  The  Ivango* 
rod.  —  Stupendous  Jortress.  —  Waterfalls.  —  Apolga.  — 
Strdna.  —  Arrival  at  St.  Petersburg. 

OoRPAT,  or  Ddrpt,  as  it  is  sometimes  written, 
lies  on  the  river  Embeck,  which  flows  from 
Lake  Wo^ero,  about  fifty  miles  o£l^  and  loses 
itself  at  the  same  distance  beyond  the  town,  in 
Lake  Peipus.  It  is  situated  in  a  hollow ;  and 
appears  to  have  been  strongly  fortified  by  ram- 
parts and  ditches.  The  situation  is  cheerful, 
the  air  salubrious,  and  the  town  itself  extremely 
clean.  Although  not  of  considerable  extent, 
yet  it  may  be  ranked  as  a  place  of  some  conse- 
quence^ owing  to  its  university;  it  possesses, 
too,  some  interest,  on  account  of  its  having  been 
founded  by  Gustavus  Adolphus.  Happening  to 
be  here  during  the  vacation,  we  had  not  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  the  students,  or  the  professors. 
We  were,  however,  conducted  over  the  greater 
part  of  the  university  by  professor  Aderkas,  a 
Prussian  officer,  who  gives  instructions  in  military 
tactics :  this  gentleman  pointed  out  and  explained 

o  4 
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to  U8»  with  the  greatest  politeness,  every  object 
of  interest 

The  principal  building,  a  college,  which 
was  founded  in  1805,  and  finished  about  1809> 
is  a  large  pile  250  feet  (German)  in  length, 
by  sixty  in  depth;  but  independently  of  its 
Doric  portico,  slightly  projecting  in  the  centre, 
it  has  little  pretensions  to  elegance,  the  rest  of 
the  front  being  without  any  architectural  orna- 
ments, and  the  windows  quite  naked*  It  is 
built  of  brick,  coated  with  stucco,  and  has  a 
heavy  roof  of  sheet  iron.  There  are  thirty  pro- 
fessors, who  lecture  on  the  various  branches  of 
science,  and  400  students.  Professor  Hezell, 
who  was  celebrated  for  his  knowledge  of  oriental 
literature,  and  who  spoke  many  languages  with 
great  facility,  died  lately,  deeply  regretted.  Se- 
veral of  the  lecture-rooms  are  neatly  fitted  up, 
and  there  is  a  large  hall  where  the  final  examina- 
tion of  the  students  takes  place,  preparatory  to 
their  receiving  their  degrees.  At  the  upper  end 
of  it  is  a  full-length  statue  of  the  £mperor 
Alexander,  in  the  Roman  costume.  The  ex- 
pences  of  this  institution  are  calculated  at 
600,000  rubles  yearly,  which  sum  is  defrayed 
by  government.  The  students  do  not  reside,  as 
in  our  English  colleges,  within  the  walls ;  but  as 
in  Scotland,  in  lodging-houses  in  the  town,  and 
pay  800  rubles  per  annum  for  their  board  and 
lodging.     A  vacation  is  allowed  of  one  month 
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during  winter,  and  six  weeks  in  summer.   As  at 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  no  theatres  are  per- 
mitted to  be  opened  at  Dorpat,  lest  such  amuse- 
ments might  divert  the  attention  of  the  students 
from  their  serious  avocations;  yet  military  are 
stationed  here,  which  is  not  the  case  in  our  own 
universities.    Upon  some  occasions,  however, 
such  as  for  raising  sums  for  benevolent  purposes, 
liberty  is  granted  to  the  students  to  perform  cer- 
tain pieces,  under  the  superintendance  of  the 
professors ;  — an  act  of  humanity  which  might, 
with  propriety,  be  adopted  in  other  public  semi- 
naries.   The  library  is  not  in  the  college,  but  in 
part  of  an  old  church  situate  on  the  ramparts. 
This  now  ruinous  pile  was  founded  in  12S5,  and 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1598.   Before  this  accident, 
it  was  reckoned  one  of  the  finest  structures  of 
the  kind  in  all  Livonia.    The  part  now  occupied 
by  the  library,  which  was  formerly  the  choir  of 
the  church,  is  116  feet  by  185.    In  its  original 
form,  the  building  extended  300  feet  in  length. 
The  number  of  volumes  contained  here  amounts 
to  about  30,000.    Owing  to  its  elevated  situa- 
tion, this  edifice  forms  a  very  conspicuous  object 
from  every  point  of  view,  while,  in  itself,  it  is 
exceedingly  romantic.     Nearly  contiguous  to 
this  building  is  an  anatomical  theatre,  in  the 
shape  of  a  rotunda ;  and  not  far  from  it,  enve- 
loped in  trees,  is  an  apartment  where  bodies  are 
dissected,  and  anatomical  preparations  kept 
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The.diiBervatory  is  a  small,  ai]4  by.no  means 
handsome  building,  erected  inlSOQ^  on  the  site 
of  what  was  fonnerly  the  episcopal  palace.  It 
stands  on  a  terrace,  and  is  ninety  feet  long  by 
thirty  in  depth.*  The  Emperor  Alexander  had, 
this  year,  made  a  present  of  additional  astrono- 
mical instruments,  to  the  value  of  .800/.  The 
adjacent  grounds  are  ornamented  with  shrub- 
beries and  walks,  laid  out  with  taste,  and  inter- 
spersed with  seats  and  buildings,  from  which 
are  various  views  of  the  town,  river,  and  ram- 
parts. Some  part  of  the  ditches  surrounding  the 
town,  have  been  converted  into  gardens.  In  this 
place  stands  a  monument,  an  urn  upon  a  pe- 
destal, to  the  memory  of  those  slain  in  battle, 
and  whose  bones  had  been  removed  from  a 
church-yard. 

It  was  in  this  town  that,  for  the  first  time,  we 
observed  women  working  as  bricklayers,  mixing 
up  mortar,  and  running  up  and  down  ladders, 
with  an  activity  that  show  them  to  be  adepts  in 
this  singular  species  of  Jree^masonry  ;  but  this 
employment  must  be  allowed  to  be  not  a  very 
becoming  one  for  the  sex  ;  and  such  a  practice 
ought  only  to  be  tolerated  in  a  land  of  amazons. 
In  the  centre  of  the  streets  is  an  insulated 
building,  the  lower  part  of  which  forms  a  bazar, 

*  The  Royal  Society,  London,  has  lately  awarded  to  the 
Professor  who  is  director  of  this  observatory,  the  royal 
medal,  for  his  catalogue  of  double  and  multiple  stars. 
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or  series  of  shops ;  but  from  the  maimer  in  wbich 
the  windows  are  fortified  with  strong  iron  bars, 
it  might  serve  for  a  prison. 

Dorpat  has  a  small  harbour,  and  bri4ge  of 
granite  across  the  Embeck,  consisting  of  two 
arches,  230  feet  long  by  SS  wid^  with  a  draw- 
bridge in  the  centre*  A  ^ost  pompous •«*-I  had 
almost  said  impious -— inscription,  is  on  each 
^ide  of  this  bridgie,  in  the  Latin  and  German 
languages,  of  which  the  following  is  a  transla- 
tion :  —  "  Stop  thy  rapid  course,  O  river !  By 
the  command  of  Catherine  the  Second  this 
inound  was  erected,  and  Livonia  adorned  with 
this  bridge  of  stone.*'  A  short  ^Kstance  below, 
is  another  formed  of  rafts,  and  houses  are  scat- 
tered along  the  opposite .  banks  of  the  river. 
Th^re  are  two  churches,  one  of  the  Greek,  the 
other  of  the  Lutheran  persuasion^  in  this  town  ; 
the  fonner  is  surmounted  by  a  dome  painted 
white  and  green.  A  society  is.  established  for 
the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures.  Criminaliii 
who  are  sentenced  to  slaveiy,  are  employed  to 
sweep  tiie  public  streets,  where  they  are  guarded 
by  soldiers  with  drawn  swords,  and  their  legs  are 
fettered  with  logs  of  woods.  Whatever  other 
accusations  may  be  directed  against  the  good 
folks  of  Dorpat,  they  cannot  be  chai^d  with 
turning  night  into  day,  for  they  betake  them* 
selves  to  their  beds  about  the  time  of  the  second 
course  of  a  fashionable  London  dinner,  and  rise 
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«gain  with  the  lark.  Neither  can  it  be  said  of 
the  military  that  they  are  inattentive  to  religious 
forms,  it  being  the  custom,  before  they  quit  the 
parade,  to  lay  their  muskets  across  their  breasts, 
take  off  their  hats,  and  after  making  the  sign  of 
the  cross,  utter  a  short  prayer.  Before  quitting 
this  town,  I  procured  some  curious  models  of 
ploughs,  which  1  intended  to  present  to  the  English 
and  Scotch  museums ;  but  the  vessel  in  which 
they  were  shipped,  was  sunk  in  her  way  home. 

On   departing  from    Dorpat,    the   country 
assumed  a  barren  aspect,  hardly  a  tree  being 
to  be  seen,  whereas  in  our  journey  to  Dorpat 
we  had  travelled  through  a  continued  forest^ 
extending  some  hundred  miles.     We  observed 
several  females  working  in  the  fields,   dressed 
in  a  kind  of  long  chemise,  which  was  tucked 
up,   so   as   not  to  interrupt  the   freedom    of 
their  motion;   be  it  observed,  however,  they 
wore  trowsers ;  so  that,  after  all,  their  appear- 
ance was  less  indecorous  than  that  of  the  nymphs 
<^  the  opera,    who  adopt  the   more  illusive 
attire  of  tight  pantaloons.    On  their  heads  they 
wore  a  platting  of  variegated  straw,  somewhat 
like  a  crown ;  the  other  extremity  of  their  per- 
sons was  not  so  superfluously  decorated ;  for, 
like  some  of  the  brawny  daughters  of  Caledonia, 
they  had  neither  shoes  nor  stockings.  Altogether 
they  exhibited  a  very  wild  and  fantastic  appear** 
ance,  and  their  habitations  were  quite  as  uncouth 
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aft  themselves,  having  no  other  chimney  than  a 
small  window,  through  which  the  smoke  was 
suffered  to  escape ;  and  frequently  it  rushed  out 
in  such  a  body,  as,  at  first  sight,  to  lead  us  to 
think  the  house  was  on  fire.  In  consequence  of 
thesubstitution  of  these  proxies  for  chimneys,  the 
houses  are  quite  blackened  with  soot,  and  make 
a  most  extraordinary  appearance.  The  doors, 
too,  were  so  low,  that  no  person  of  ordinary 
stature  could  enter  these  humble  abodes,  without 
making  a  profound  obeisance^  otherwise  his 
forehead  would  have  paid  the  penalty  of  his 
pride.  We  shortly  after  entered  the  Russian 
vill^e  of  Somou,  situate,  on  Lake  Peipus.  The 
houses,  built  of  coarse  logs. of  wood,  had  gable 
fronts  terminating  in  a  point,  and  stood  detached 
from  each  other,  and  the  roof  projected  consi- 
derably. The  men  exhibited  long  beards,  and  the 
women  wore  coats  of  sheep^skin,  calling  to  mind 
the  rude  costume  of  the  primitive  ages.  All  of 
them  had  fine  teeth,  and  the  children  were  re- 
markably hardy  and  fair,  and  ran  about  without 
any  coyering  but  their  shirts.  We  proceeded 
along  the  shore  of  this  noble  lake,  which  resem- 
bles some  of  the  extensive  waters  in  Sweden ; 
and  from  its  extent,  it  might  be  taken  for  the 
sea,  it  being  eighty  miles  long  and  fifty  broad. 
At  Nennel  is  a  new  and  substantial  inn,  with 
columns  in  front,  the  best  room  looking  towards 
the  lake.    Preparations  were  making  for  lighting 
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fires  on  the  shore  during  night,  for  the  purpose 
of  attracting  the  shrimp  fish,  which  they  are  said 
to  do.  This  lake  abounds  with  various  flat  fish, 
and  there  are  a  number  of  boats  employed  in 
catching  them.  On  resuming  our  journey,  the 
heat  proved  quite  oppressive,  and  at  noon  was 
almost  overpowering,  the  horses  literally  stream- 
ing with  blood,  from  being  annoyed  and  covered 
with  enormous  black  flies,  upwards  of  an  inch  in 
length.  In  &ct  these  insects  were  almost  as  formi- 
dable as  the  locusts  £  had  observed  on  the  shores 
of  the  Dead  Sea.*  The  land  about  this  place  is 
the  property  of  persons  of  the  name  of  Douglass, 
q>rung  from  an  ancient  Scottish  family.  Both 
sexes  were  occupied  in  cutting  patches  of  grass, 
with  their  heads  exposed  to  the  scorching  heat ; 
their  faces  were  of  a  copper  colour,  like  some  of 
the  Indian  tribes,  or  exhibiting*-* 

**  The  shadowed  livery  of  the  burnished  sun  ;*' 

and  their  hair  was  so  dishevelled,  as  to  give  them 
quite  an  air  of  wildness. 

*  In  some  parts  of  Russia,  the  <<  plague  "  of  locusts  is  most 
formidable,  and  there  is  often  a  grand  battue  after  these 
depredators.  Last  year,  on  the  estate  of  General  Cobley, 
on  the  borders  of  the  sea  of  Oshakov,  they  marched  in 
twenty-four  columns,  and  destroyed  the  crops;  when  he 
collected  all  the  peasants  on  his  estate,  and  those  from  the 
neighbouring  country,  amounting  to  500  persons.  They 
were  armed  with  pitchforks,  spades,  drums,  and  bells ;  and 
thus  equipped,  they  commenced  their  march  against  the 
locusts,  which  they  soon  compelled  to  retreat,  and  pursued 
into  the  sea,  where  they  were  forced  to  jump  into  the  water. 
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Chudleigh,  where  the  Gulf  of  Finland  came 
into  view,  derives  its  name  irom  the  celebrated 
Duchess  of  Kingston,  to  whom  it  formerly  be- 
longed.    Here  we  were  again  obliged  to  submit 
to  gross  extortion  and  imposition  on  the  part  of 
the  postmaster,  not,  however,  without  remon- 
strating against  it,  and  threatening  to  represent 
his  conduct  on  our  arrival  at  St.  Petersburg. 
From  Chudleigh  the  road  descends  towards  the 
sea,  and  runs  along  within  a  mile  of  it,  where 
the  view  of  the  opposite  line  of  coast  is  bi^y 
grand  and  striking*     Near  this  place  we  saw 
a  handsome  chAteau,  seated  at  the  foot  of  a 
hill,  whose  sides  were  clothed  with  plantations; 
and  further  on,  workmen  were  employed  hi  im- 
proving the  road,  according  to  what  has  been 
called  Macadam's  system.      There  was  much 
pasture  land  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
great  numbers  of  cattle,  which  are  small,  and  of 
a  black  and  white  colour.  As  we  proceeded,  the 
landscape  became  scattered  with  wood,  churches 
And  houses.      Shortly  after  Narva  came  into 
ftight ;  and  on  entering  the  suburbs  we  passed  a 
paltry  gate,  or  triumphal  arch  made  of  wood, 
and  painted  dark  green,  with  a  gilt  sun  on  its 
summit ;  beneath  which  was  this  inscription  :  — 

'*  IMPSRATORI   BENBDICTO 

FATRI  PACIS 

ALBXANDRO   PRIMO." 

On  the  other  side  were  the  arms  of  Russia. 
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Next  moniiiig  our  slumbers  were  broken  in 
upon,  by  the  tolling  of  a  great  bell  at  a  very 
early  hour,  and  on  looking  through  the  window, 
we  perceived  a  lad  hoisting  a  light  in  a  lantern 
by  means  of  a  pulley;  in  a  small  inclosed  wooden 
building  or  booth  with  windows.  Before  this 
several  of  both  sexes  were  prostrating  themselves, 
making  the  sign  of  the  cross,  and  bowing  their 
heads  to  the  very  ground,  kissing  it  oftener  than 
we  could  count.  On  going  to  the  spot,  we  found 
that  the  object  of  their  devotion  was  a  miserable 
daub,  representing  the  Virgin  and  other  saints ; 
and  before  it  was  a  hat  for  the  reception  of 
offerings.  Such  gross  and  debasing  superstition 
on  the  part  of  the  populace  appears  to  be  not 
only  lamentable  in  itself,  but  in  no  small  degree 
injurious  to  the  cause  of  religion,  inasmuch  as 
such  mummeries  excite  the  ridicule  of  scoffers, 
and  incline  the  better  informed  to  question  the 
doctrines  of  the  church  on  which  they  are  in* 
grafted.  It  is  to  no  purpose  that  both  Roman 
Catholics  and  those  of  the  Russian  church  assert 
that  they  do  not  countenance  image  worship,  but 
regard  the  representation  of  saints  merely  as  the 
means  of  inciting  the  mind  to  devotion — of  lead- 
ing to  adore  the  invisible,  through  the  visible 
object ;  for  if  the  populace  do  actually  reverence 
.  such  images,  and  not  regard  them  as  mere  types, 
then  are  they  to  all  intents  guilty  of  superstitious 
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idolatry.  As  the  practice  therefore  operates  so 
differently  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  in- 
tended, at  least  explained,  it  not  only  might  be 
dispensed  with,  but  ought  to  be  discountenanced, 
and  be  discarded  as  quickly  as  possible ;  other- 
wise we  must  presume  that  its  advocates  are  not 
so  sincere  as  they  pretend,  but  have  motives  for 
encouraging  it,  which  it  is  more  prudent  to  dis- 
guise than  to  avow.  In  the  strong  language  of 
the  sacred  volume  we  may  say,  "  Cast  ye  away 
every  man  the  abomination  of  his  eyes,  and 
defile  not  yourselves  with  idols,  and  say  not,  we 
will  be  as  the  heathen  to  serve  wood  and  stone. 
/  am  the  Lord  your  God.** 

This  city  is  romantically  situate  on  a  bend  of 
the  river  Narova,  eight  miles  from  its  mouth. 
From  behind,  most  part  of  it  is  surrounded  by  an 
extensive  line  of  dark  woods.     Its  strong  towers 
and  walls  show  the  consequence  that  has  been  at- 
tached to  it  as  a  frontier  town ;  and  in  the  suburbs, 
or  Ivangorod,  is  a  fortress  with  eight  towers, 
situate  on    a   steep  iihpending  over  the  river. 
This  stupendous  structure,  which  was  erected  by 
Ivan  Vassilivitch  the  Great,  is  at  present  greatly 
dilapidated,   a  circumstance  rather  surprising, 
considering  the  importance  of  the  place  as  a 
military  citadel  j  nor  is  it  a  litUe  to  be  regretted, 
that  so  noble  a  pile  should  be  suffered  to  crumble 
away.      It  was  here  that,  in  the  year  1700, ' 

VOL.  I.  p 
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Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  obtained  a  victcHry  over 
Peter  the  Great,  but  five  years  afterwards  the  lat- 
ter toc^  the  town  by  assault    Although  Narva  is 
celebrated  in  modem  history,  it  has  few  inte- 
resting objects  within  itself,  and  may  be  termed 
a  very  dull  place.    At  first  it  might  be  imagined 
that  there  were  no  shops  in  the  town,  for  they 
are  all  situate  at  the  back  part  of  the  houses, 
instead  of  fronting  the  streets,  and  therefore 
make    no    display  whatever.      We  saw  three 
churches,  two  of  the  Lutheran,  and  one  of  the 
Russo-Greek  persuasion.     The  latter  has  five 
spires  and  two  domes,  features  which  constitute 
a  striking  characteristic  of  the  reUgious  archi- 
tecture of  this  country,  for  in  Russia  a  church 
without  domes  would  be  as  great  an  anomaly  as 
one  in  England  without  a  steeple ;  so  much  more 
attention  do  men  ever  pay  to  mere  unimportant 
externals,  or,  in  the  language  of  inspiration,  to 
the  "  outside  of  the  platter,"  than  to  the  spirit 
of  religion.     In  many  of  the  streets  are  pictures 
in  glass-cases,  to  which  the  natives  pull  off  their 
hats  by  way  of  salutation  in  passing  them ;  yet 
no  crucifixes  are  to  be  seen  here  as  in  Catholic 
countries.     Among  tlie  other  public  buildings 
may  be  mentioned,  the  town-house;  a  theatre^ 
where  performances  take  place  only  one  month 
in   the  yearj   an  establishment  fi>r  the  poor; 
*  the  barracks,  and  an  hospital.     The  river  flows 
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bentitiftilly  round  the  town,  and  falls  into  the 
Gulf  of  Finland;  and  large  vessels  arrive 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Narva»  where  the 
water  is  ten  feet  in  depth.  The  general  view  of 
Narva,  with  the  river,  and  its  opposite  bank,  the 
castle,  and  a  village  with  bridges  of  boats,  bears 
a  considerable  resemblance  to  liiat  of  Cologne 
on  the  Rhine.  TWo  of  these  bridges  lead  to 
Ivangorod,  a  village  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  Were  these  removed,  in  the  event  of  an 
invasion,  the  attempt  of  a  hostile  army  would  be 
considerably  impeded,  the  current  being  ex- 
tremely rapid  at  that  part  The  finest  prospect 
of  the  fortress  is  from  those  heights,  where  the 
water  rushes  along  with  great  impetuosity,  and 
in  a  serpentine  course,  to  a  great  distance*  We 
proceeded  to  view  tiie  falls,  which  are  about  a 
mile  up  the  river,  where  the  stream  is  1000  fbet 
in  breadth.    They  are  478  feet  in  height ;  and 

"  Dashing  in  a  cloud  of  foam, 
A  hoary  mist,  thej  form  a  ceaseless  shower.'* 

A  wooden  bridge  leads  to  an  island,  where 
are  several  mills  for  splitting  Wood  into  planks, 
of  which  stores  are  here  kept.  There  are  also 
minor  falls  or  cascades,  with  neat  cottages  bn^ 
vdoped  in  trees,  which  have  a  picturesque 
appearance;  and  altogether  this  place  is  truly ^ 
romantic.  On  returning,  we  met  a  carriage  and 
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four }  but  this  equipage  was  altogether  so  outre 
and  uncouth,  that  it  was  better  calculated  to 
excite  risibility  than  respect.  The  leaders  were 
at  least  twelve  feet  apart  from  the  other  horses^  so 
that  they  hardly  appeared  to  belong  to  the  vehicle, 
but  merely  to  precede  it.  Besides  a  driver  on 
the  box,  there  was  a  postilion,  and  also  a  servant 
behind,  in  a  shabby  antiquated  livery,  with  a 
profusion  of  old  white  tarnished  lace.  But  the 
carriage  itself  was  of  most  extraordinary  con* 
struction;  it  nearly  touched  the  ground,  had 
large  windows  almost  like  doors,  railings  round 
the  top,  and  seemed  so  crazy  and  ricketty,  that 
we  every  moment  expected  to  see  it  shattered  to 
pieces.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  are 
some  pleasure*houses,  with  roofs  painted  pea- 
green,  a  very  favourite  colour  for  this  part  of  a 
building.  We  were  accosted  by  a  female  beggar, 
who,  in  soliciting  alms,  fell  down  and  kissed  the 
ground,  a  degree  of  servility  not  to  be  paralleled 
elsewhere.  At  the  hotel  of  St  Petersburg  we 
were  accommodated  with  a  spacious  room  about 
37  feet  long,  but  were  obliged  to  make  use  of  it 
both  as  bed-chamber  and  eating-room,  although 
a  separate  charge  was  made  for  each.  The 
cookery  here  did  not  convey  to  us  any  fiivourable 
idea  of  Russian  luxury,  for  at  dinner  a  dish  of 
boiled  beef  wag  served  up  garnished  with  par- 
tridges.   The  same  incongruous  medley  too  pre- 
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vailed  in  the  vegetables,  peas  and  carrots  being 
mixed  together,  and  the  former  were  not  shelled, 
but  boiled  in  the  husks.  The  fish  however  made 
some  amends  for  the  rest  of  the  repast,  as  the 
salmon  was  most  delicious. 

Resuming  our  journey  the  following  day,  we 
drove  ten  miles  successively  through  a  forest 
under  a  hot  sun  ;  and  crossed  the  Looga  over  a 
bridge  of  boats,  where  at  each  extremity  were 
stationed  centinels,  who  had  trumpets  for  the 
purpose  of  making  signals  in  stormy  weather. 
Jomborg,  where  we  now  arrived,  is  an  ancient 
ch&teau  of  considerable  extent,  in  the  form  of  a 
semicircle,  having  another  of  a  similar  shape  op- 
posite to  it,  now  occupied  as  a  linen  manufactory. 
Further  on,  we  met  a  band  of  felons  with  a  guard 
of  soldiers ;  who  were  fastened  by  padlocks  to 
an  iron  rod  extending  through  the  whole  line  : 
they  were  on  their  march  to  Siberia,  and  many 
of  them  accompanied  by  their  wives.  And  here  it 
is  important  to  observe,  that  the  exiles  to  this 
desolate  region  have  increased  during  the  last  five 
years  from  9000  to  12,000 !  At  one  place  there 
was  quite  an  assemblage  of  peasantry,  probably 
on  account  of  some  religious  fete;  the  men  were 
ranked  on  one  side  of  the  road,  and  the  women 
on  the  other.  But  although  such  an  arrangement 
seemed  better  adapted  to  preserve  a  respectful 
decorum   than  to  enhance  the  gaiety  of  the 
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meetingi  they  were  aU  ringing  and  lauding, 
in  the  highest  possible  glea  The  females  were 
decked  out  like  Indians,  in  a  gaudy  blue  robe^ 
without  sleeves,  and  ornamented  in  front;  they 
wore  also  a  kind  of  crown  on  their  heads.  At 
the  village  of  Apqlge  which  we  now  passed 
through,  the  houses  are  of  wood,  with  thatched 
roofs,  and  spars  laid  across  them.  These  roofs 
extend  twelve  feet  beyond  the  waUs,  M  as  to 
forpi  a  projecting  shed,  a  style  of  building  that 
tends  to  give  them  rather  a  sombre  and  melan- 
choly^appearance.  There  is  a  neat  church,  with 
a  dome,  and  a  spire  adjoining,  covered  with  a 
composition  that  sparkles  in  the  sun« 

At  the  next  post4iouse  we  bad  to  stop  half  aa 
hour,  only  to  get  fresh  horses  harnessed  to  the 
carriage.  The  costume  of  the  postilicm  we  took 
was  not  a  little  singular,  as  it  consisted  of  a  coarse 
white  sheet,  with  sleeves  bound  with  red  tape, 
blue  cotton  trowsers,  half  boots,  a  broad-crowned 
hitt,  and  red  sash ;  while  a  long  beard  added  to 
the  grotes(}ueness  of  his  appearance.  Some  c^the 
bouses  had  a  gallery  in  front,  exactly  like  the  stem 
of  a  man  of  war ;  and  it  may  be  imagined,  that 
beii^  built  of  wood,  and  having  no  chinmeyB,  but 
the  smoke  issuing  firom  an  aperture  like  the  port- 
hole of  a  vessel,  they  must  be  very  liable  to  catch 
fire.  In  fact,  so  fully  aware  are  the  natives  of 
this,  that  on  every  other  house  are  rude  paifitii^ 
of  ladders,  buckets,  &c.,  indicating  where  these 
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articles  may  be  instantly  found  on  any  emetr- 
gency.  The  windmills  are  so  uncommonly  small, 
that  at  a  little  distance  they  appear  like  pig^n* 
houses,  and  their  sails  are  totally  out  of  propor- 
tion to  the  mill  itself  One  observation  may 
be  applied  to  all  the  villages  we  saw  here,  viz., 
that  the  windows,  if  they  may  be  so  called,  were 
uniformly  kept  shut,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
most  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  inmates. 
Few  children  were  to  be  observed  running 
abouL  In  this  district  the  land  was  poor, 
and  there  were  no  indications  of  that  high 
degree  of  agriculture  and  prosperity  one  natu- 
rally expects  to  find  on  approaching  a  vast  me- 
tropolis, —  no  seats  or  villas,  —  no  signs  of  in- 
creased industfy  and  opulence  Z"—  every  thing  in 
&ct  had  a  monotonous  appearance.  In  some 
fields  were  crowds  of  oxen  of  a  white  and  grey 
colour,  that  had  an  odd  appearance.  The  pea- 
sants had  long  beards  like  Turks ;  their  faces 
were  covered  with  hair,  and  they  wore  long 
shirts  over  their  pantaloons. 

At  Strelna,  which  is  delightfully  situate  on 
a  river,  is  a  chateau  of  the  Grand  Duke  Con- 
stantine.  The  grounds  are  ornamented  with 
walks,  and  artificial  lakes,  and  from  every  spot 
there  is  a  prospect  of  the  sea.  The  palace 
itself,  which  is  in  a  very  heavy  otOre  style,  was 
originally  built  in  I7II  by  Peter  the  Great,  who 
designed  to  form  on  this  spot  a  royal  retreat, 
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embellished  with   canals    and  fountains   after 
the  manner  of  Versailles.    In  the  reign  of  the 
Empress  Anne,  the  building  was  destroyed  by 
£u*e»  after  which  the  gardens  were  for  some  years 
suffered  to  fall  into  decay,  till  her  successor, 
Elizabeth,  rebuilt  the  mansion  after  the  designs 
of  Rastrelli.     It  was  not,  however,  until  this 
residence  was  bestowed  by  Paul  on  the  Grand 
Duke  Constantine,   that  the  grounds  assumed 
their  present  form.     The  orangeries  were  re* 
paired,  others  were  constructed,  a  garden  in  the 
English  style  was  formed  on  the  site  of  a  wood, 
and  the  grand  terrace  on  which  the  palace  stands, 
was  thoroughly  repaired  and  faced  with  pudozhky 
stone.     About  the  same  time,  the  interior  was 
superbly  fitted  up  under  the  superintendance  of 
the  architect  Rusco.      On  a    spot    near    the 
orangeries  is  a  linden-tree,  of  enormous  size, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  several  centuries  old. 
Peter  caused  a  small  pavilion  to  be  erected  on 
the  top  of  it,  with  a  winding  staircase  leading  to 
it ;  and  this  was  a  favourite  haunt  of  the  great 
monarch,  who  would  frequently  repair  hither  to 
gaze  upon  the  sea,  — that  element  to  which  he 
was  so  much  attached.     Almost  every  viUa  has 
a  kind  of  pleasure-house,  formed  of  wood,  erected 
at  the  side  of  the  road,  and  communicating  with 
the  dwelling  by  a  walk.   The  number  of  flags  too 
displayed  on  these  residences  gave  them  a  festive 
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air;  for  it  is  the  custom  to  hoist  one  on  the  roo^ 
whenever  the  proprietor  is  at  his  seat.  Ahlong 
these  villas,  the  most  conspicuous  for  their  ele- 
gance are,  that  belonging  to  Count  Vassiliev, 
that  of  Baroness  Stroganov,  that  of  the  Countess 
Giki,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Priiice  Via- 
zemsky,  and  that  of  M.  Engelmann,  in  the  gar* 
dens  of  which  is  every  species  of  tree  that  can 
be  brought  to  endure  the  climate,  and  among 
them  several  natives  of  America.  After  passing 
a  number  of  these  beautiful  houses,  which  in 
fact  resemble  many  of  the  villas  in  Italy,  we 
came  within  view  of  the  northern  capital  of 
Russia;  and  passed  under  a  triumphal  arch, 
built  after  the  manner  of  those  at  Rome.  A 
short  distance  further,  we  came  to  a  second  arch, 
where  our  podrozhua  was  demanded  by  the 
soldier  on  guard.  After  proceeding  along 
several  streets,  where  a  dead  silence  reigned, 
altiiough  it  was  only  ten  o'clock  at  night,  we 
found  some  di£Sculty  in  obtaining  admittance  to 
a  hotel. 

This  circumstance  caused  us  to  regret  that  we 
had  not  managed  better,  so  as  to  arrive  earlier  in 
the  day,  when  we  should  have  had  time  to  look  out 
for  an  hotel  at  a  more  seasonable  hour,  whereas 
now  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  going  from 
one  inn  to  another  at  a  very  inconvenient  time.  I 
would  always  advise  travellers,  on  going  to  an  inn 
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where  tfaey  intend  to  take  up  their  rendence  for 
anytime,  to  make  a  specific  agreement  as  to  the 
price  of  the  apartments,  previously  to  taking 
possession  of  them.  We,  at  length,  found  our 
way  to  the  Hdtel  de  Londres,  and  after  beating 
up  the  domestics,  agreed  to  pay  for  dining-room, 
bed-room,  and  servant's  apartment,  seventy-five 
rubles,  or  3/.  Ss*  weekly,  and  congratulated  our- 
selves on  being  now  fixed  under  a  roof,  after  the 
long,  and  not  very  agreeable,  journey  we  had 
performed. 
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Si.  Petersburg.  —  Neva.  —  Marble  churcL  ^-  Statue  of  Peter 
the  Great,  —  Manage*  -**  Admirakif,  ^-  Nofoal  modde*  — 
iZemarfa.—  Curious  mode  ^  launching  vessds. —  Winter 
palace*  —  Hermitage^  -—  Palace  of  St.  MichaeL  —  Marble 
palace.  —  Academic  of  fine  arts.  —  Mine  corps.  —  Museum. 

—  Tauridau  palace.  ^^  Palace  of  the  Grand  Duke  Michael. 

—  Cetemom^  ofbieamg  the  wtiers  of  the  Neod^ 

He  who  visits  St  P^ersburg,  ought  to  bring 
with  him  some  stock  of  patience,  and  must  Isy 
a«de  many  of  those  independent  ideas  that  £i^ 
lishmen  are  apt  to  carry  into  foreign  coontries ; 
ibr  previously  to  inspecting  the  city^  it  is  neee»i 
sary  to  apply  to  the  police  for  permission  to 
remain  there ;  nor  will  this  be  granted  before  he 
has  undergone  the  most  strict  scrutiny  as  to  the 
purport  of  his  coming,  the  loigth  of  time  he  in- 
tends to  remain,  his  professtoo,  the  parties  to 
whom  he  has  letters  of  introduction,  and  other 
particulars.  All  these  interrogatories,  vexatious, 
humiliating^  and  impertinent,  as  they  may  be 
deemed,  mrust  be  duly  answered.  After  having 
passed  an  inquisitorial  ordeal  of  this  kind,  we 
were  desired  to  apply  to  the  governor  for  the 
oertificate  necessary  on  this  occasion,  without 
which  the  landlord  of  the  hotel  would  not  aUow 
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us  to  remain  in  it ;  but,  in  complying  with  these 
regulations,  we  experienced  no  little  ti^ouble,  for 
three  weeks  elapsed  before  we  could  obtain  this 
indispensable  document,  during  which  time  we 
were  almost  worn  out  with  running  from  the 
police  to  the  governor,  and  from  the  governor 
to  the  police.  If,  however,  it  costs  much  trou- 
ble to  obtain  leave  to  view  this  metropolis,  a 
stranger  is  afterwards  rewarded  for  it,  since  he 
finds  here  a  degree  of  splendour,  variety,  and 
novelty,  such  as  hardly  any  other  European  city 
presents. 

The  capital  of  Russia  has  no  monuments  con- 
secrated by  the  lapse  of  ages ;  and  it  offers  to 
the  antiquarian  traveller  no  reminiscences  of 
Ipng.past  times.  It  does  not  interest  us  by  what 
it  has  b€fen,  but  by  what  it  is ;  or  if  we  advert  to 
the  past,  it  is  merely  to  reflect  that  little  more 
than  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  site  of  this 
now  extensive,  populous,  and  magnificent  me* 
tropolis  was  a  desert  morass.  Its  ranges  of 
palaces  and  palace-like  structures,  its  domes 
and  towers^  the  magnificent  Neva  branching  out 
into  different  directions,  and  flowing  round  its 
islands,  —  the  spacious  quays  and  elegant  build- 
ings that  embank  it,  all  contribute  to  render  this 
capital  exceedingly  picturesque.  The  streets 
are  wide  and  straight,  yet  not  laid  out  with  that 
monotonous  regularity  which  we  find  in  most 
places  that  have  been  built  almost  at  once,  in- 
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Stead  of  increasing  gradually.    The  most  exten- 
sive portion  of  the  city  lies  on  the  southern  side 
of  the  Neva»  and  is  intersected  by  three  canals, 
the  largest  and  widest  of  which  is  the  Fontauka. 
St  Petersburg  is  divided  into  twelve  districts, 
fifty^four  sections,   and  contains  400  streets; 
and  the  population  may  be  estimated  atdOO,000. 
The  quays,  which  are  not  exceeded  by  any,  per^- 
haps,  in  the  world,  run  three  miles  in  length, 
and  throughout  the  whole  extent  are  embanked 
by  a  parapet  and  pavement  of  granite.    There 
are  seven  islands  formed  by  ten   arms  of  the 
river,  and  over  the  canals  are  156  bridges  y  120 
of  wood,  twenty-nine  of  granite,  and  seven  of  cast 
iron,  which  afford  the  greatest  facility  of  com- 
munication between  different  parts  of  the  city. 
Among  the  extensive  range  of  public  and  private 
buildings  along  the  quays,  is  one  called  the^it^- 
Ush  Line,  from  its  being  chiefly  occupied  by 
natives  of  Britain.    In  the  Neva,  whose  trans- 
parent waters  form  a  strong  contrast  to  those  of 
the  Thames  and  Seine,  this  capital  possesses  a 
feature  in  which  it  is  not  rivalled  by  any  other 
city  in  Europe.    Of  this  every  advantage  has 
been  taken }  and  the  catqhd'aal  here  presented, 
of  water  and  architecture,  has  something  pecu- 
liarly grand  and  striking,  both  to  the  eye  and  the 
imagination.     About  the  centre  of  the  river  is  a 
bric^  formed  of  planks  of  wood  laid  across 
boats,  seventy  feet  in  breadth,  with  foot-paths  on 
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each  9id€^  and  protected  by  enormcHB  blocks  of 

In  &ont  of  this  bridge,  which  may  beconsidered 
as  the  focus,  and  most  bustling  part  of  the  ca- 
pital, is  a  lai^  square.  This  is  partly  occupied  by 
the  senate,  riding-school,  and  new  horse-guards' 
barracks,  which  latter  contain  1000  men,  with  as 
many  horses ;  and  at  liie  upper  part  stands  the 
marble,  or  St  Isaac's  church.  This  edifice, 
which,  at  present,  cather  disfigures  the  square,  it 
being  only  half  finished,  was  b^un  by  the  Em- 
press Catiitfine,  who  designed  to  form  it  entirely 
of  the  material  from  which  it  derives  its  name. 
It  occupied  twenty ^six  years  to  raise  the  walls, 
which  were  founded  on  a  basement  of  granite ; 
and  the  building  itself  was  constructed  entirely 
of  marble,  jasper,  and  porphyry.  On  her  demise, 
Fkul  expressed  a  wish  to  complete  it;  but 
resolved  most  inconsiderately  to  deviate  from  liie 
plan,  and  finish  it  with  brick,  and  it  was  pro^ 
ceeded  with  accordingly.  This  occasioned  some 
severe  pasquinades,  contrasting  his  taste  vdth 
that  of  the  Empress,  and  asserting  that  his  plans 
were  as  brittle  as  clay,  while  those  of  the  latter 
were  as  durable  as  marble.  No  traces  of  the 
author  of  this  satire  could  be  found,  after  diligent 
investigation.  In  this  state  the  church  now 
lemaias  a  monument  of  the  magnificence  of  Ca* 
tfaerine,  and  the  folly  of  her  succtesor.  It  has 
since  been  determined  to  finish  it  in  marble,  and 
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coDdiderablj  enlarge  it  According  to  the  pkns 
of  the  present  architect,  Montferand,  it  is  in-» 
tended  to  erect  three  porticos,  each  of  which  is 
to  have  eight  Corinthian  columns  in  front,  and 
three  in  depth,  fortaied  of  single  blocks  <tf  po- 
lished granite,  with  bases  and  capitals  of  bronze. 
The  height  of  the  columns  will  be  fi%-six  feet^ 
which  is  ten  feet  more  than  those  of  the  portico 
of  the  Pantheon  at  Rome.  Besides  the  principal 
cupola,  there  will  be  four  lesser  domes,  so  that, 
when  the  whole  is  completed,  it  will  form  a  most 
con^icuous  and  noble  object,  not  only  as  seen 
from  the  square,  but  in  every  view  of , the  city; 
Hitherto  thirty  millions  have  been  expended, 
and  eighteen  millioiis  more  will  be  required  to 
finish  the  structure. 

While  we  were  here,  a  vessel  arrived  from 
Finland,  at  the  bridge  opposite  to  diis  church, 
with  two  of  the  columns,  and  sunk  in  the  river ; 
and  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  they 
would  be  totally  lost  Machinery  was  erected  in 
order  to  raise  the  bark ;  and  after  several  days^ 
operation,  and  prodigious  labour,  the  columns 
were  brought  on  shore.  A  windlass  was  then 
placed  at  some  distance  in  the  square,  and  ropes 
attached  to  the  masses  of  granite,  under  which 
logs  had  been  placed.  Horses  were  yoked  to 
the  windlass,  and  the  columns  were  thus  very 
slowly  dragged  to  the  spot  where  the  others 
were. 
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Near  this  bridge  is  the  colossal  statue  of  Peter 
the  Great,  an  object  which,  both  from  its  extra- 
(ordinary  magnitude,  and  its  merit  as  a  work  of 
art,  is  not  only  unique,  but  sufficient  to  repay 
the  traveller  for  his  visit  to  St  Petersburg,  even 
did  this  metropolis  contain  nothing  else  worthy 
of  notice.  It  has,  however,  been  so  repeatedly  and 
so  minutely  described  by  all  who  have  written 
on  the  capital  of  Russia,  that  it  would  be  super- 
fluous to  enter  into  any  detail  respecting  it  It 
may,  however,  be  observed,  that  admirable  as  its 
general  locality  is,  yet  its  precise  site  is  not  the 
very  best;  for  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this 
noble  monument  was  not  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  square,  where  it  might  liave  been  seen  from 
several  streets. 

The  man^e,  or  riding-school,  which  has  an 
imposing  appearance,  is  620  feet  long,  and  140 
broad.  The  entrance,  which  is  not  from  the 
square,  but  behind,  has  on  each  side  a  flight  of 
steps,  communicating  with  a  platform,  and  a 
railing  in  front,  where  spectators  may  view  the 
exercises  of  the  cavalry.  In  the  same  square 
is  a  part  of  the  admiralty,  a  pile  of  astonishing 
extent,  its  fa9ade  being  1400  feet  in  length. 
In  the  centre  of  this  front  is  a  large  arch, 
serving  as  the  principal  entrance,  and  con- 
ducting  to  the  dock*yard,  and  depdt  of  naval 
stores,  towards  the  river.  On  each  side  of  this 
gate  are  groups  of  seapnymphs,  on  pedestals  of 
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granite ;  and  above  the  arch,  is  a  has  relief,  re- 
presenting the  foundation  of  the  naval  power  of 
Russia.  Here  Neptune  is  seen  delivering  his 
trident  into  the  hands  of  Peter,  while  Minerva, 
who  stands  beside  the  monarch,  is  contemplating 
the  Neva.  In  the  centre  of  this  composition  is 
a  rock,  upon  which  Russia  is  beheld  seated 
beneath  a  laurel  tree,  with  the  club  of  Hercules 
in  her  right  hand,  and  a  cornucopia  in  her  left. 
On  one  side  of  her  is  Mercury,  and  on  the  other 
Vulcan,  who  offers  her  thunderbolts  and  arms. 
Tritons,  and  various  other  figures,  fill  up  the 
rest  of  this  allegorical  sculpture.  Over  this 
relief  are  four  statues ;  and  above  these  com- 
mences the  lofty  tower,  the  lower  part  of  which 
is  formed  by  a  gallery  of  eighteen  Ionic  columns  ; 
and  the  tower  itself  is  surmounted  by  a  lantern 
supporting  a  spire,  covered  with  ducat  gold, 
than  which  nothing  can  be  more  brilliant  and 
sparkling  under  a  clear  sun  ;  for  it  even  rivals, 
in  point  of  splendour,  the  dome  of  the  hospital 
of  Invalids  at  Paris.  The  other  parts  of  this 
fa9ade  are  adorned  with  sculpture,  and  with 
columns  of  the  Doric  order,  as  are  likewise  the 
other  fronts.  This  magnificent  structure  was 
commenced  from  the  designs  of  Zakharov,  a 
Russian  architect,  in  the  year  1801,  when  Alex- 
ander, desirous  that  the  building  should  be 
worthy  both  of  its  destination  and  important 
site  (for  it  terminates  the  view  of  the  three  prin- 
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cipal  streets,  viz.  the  Nevsky,  the  Adminlty, 
tod  the  Vonesenskoi  Prospects),  determined  to 
re*erect  it,  so  as  to  render  it  a  striking  embellish- 
ment to  that  part  of  the  city,  it  being  ntu- 
ate  between  the  palace  on  the  west  side,  and 
the  senate  and  Isaac  church  on  the  east  On 
the  south  side  has  been  formed  a  boulevard, 
with  double  rows  of  lime  trees,  with  gravel 
walks  or  alleys  betweai^  which  give  the  whole  a 
lively  and  cheerful  aspect. 

Although  we  were  not  permitted  to  enter  the 
dock-yard,  yet  we  obtained  permission  to  view  one 
apartment,  namely,  that  where  the  models  are 
kept.  These  amount  altogether  to  105,  and  repre- 
sent ships  of  every  nation,  fitted  up  with  brass  can* 
non.  One  model,  particularly  interesting  to  naval 
men,  is  that  of  a  vessel  which,  from  its  enormous 
magnitude,  and  the  little  depth  of  water  in  the 
Admiralty-yard,  could  not  be  floated,  but  is  laid 
up  in  a  machine  or  square  frame.  It  is  not 
a  little  remarkable  that,  in  our  own  capital,  not- 
withstanding the  variety  of  institutions  and  ex- 
hibitions with  which  it  abounds,  there  is  not  a 
single  one  set  apart  for  models  of  naval  archi- 
tecture ;  and  the  same  observation  is  applicable 
both  to  the  Scottish  and  Irish  metropdObs.  Yet 
the  utilily,  as  well  as  interest,  of  such  a  coUectiont 
in  a  country  that  relies  so  much  upon  its  naval 
force,  can  hardly  be  disputed ;  and,  if*  I  may  be 
permitted  to  do  so,  I  would  avail  myself  of  the 
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present  opportunity  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  to  a  point  that 
h^  been  neglected  by  his  pred^cieitors  in  office, 
be  having  already  distinguished  hittttelf  so  hij^hty 
in  every  thittg  that  regards  our  mafitiitie  intereirtis. 
Notwithstanding  the  eMeniive  scale  dmi  tdta- 
pltetetiess  df  the  building  itself,  arid  the  greiit 
ornament  it  forms  to  this  part  of  this  rivet  and 
the  dty,  it  may  be  questioned  whether  it  was 
altogether  politic  to  place  it  in  the  capital,  as 
there  is  never  sufficient  depth  of  water  for 
launching  sloops  of  war,  oi  even  orditaary 
vessels.  This  inconvenience  being  soon  ex- 
perienced, it  was  necessary  to  devise  some  re- 
medy. Accordingly,  a  machine  was  erected  by  a 
Dutch  eligineer,  which,  on  account  of  its  powet* 
to  sustain  gi'eat  height,  has  been  denominated  a 
«  camel."  This  is  300  feet  long,  about  40  in 
breadth,  and  so  contrived  as  to  admit  a  ship  in 
the  centre  of  it  The  vessel  is  then  moved  down 
to  Cixmstadt,  which  is  most  ubquestionably,  and 
I  appeal  to  all  naval  men  itrbo  have  inspected 
this  place,  the  spot  of  all  others  where  docks 
ought  to  have  been  formed,  it  being  hot  only 
most  convenient  (or  building,  but  also  for 
launching  ships.  In  short,  it  may  be  said,  that 
it  was  not  prudence,  so  much  as  the  vanity  and 
ostentation  of  building  its  vessels  in  the  capital, 
that  prompted  the  Russian  government  to  select 
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the  present  situation,  notwithstanding  there  is  not 
a  sufficient  depth  of  water. 

But  to  return  to  the  models ;  there  is  one  of 
the  capital,  the  Neva,  and  Cronstadt,  with  its 
harbour,  &c. ;  and,  besides  the  models  them- 
selves, there  is  a  number  of  nautical  instru- 
ments, telescopes,  compasses,  chronometers,  &c. 
and  the  model  of  a  telegraph  on  the 'English 
plan*  Along  the  walls,  too,  are  aixanged  spears, 
battle-axes,  and  other  warUke  instruments,  with 
six  heads,  of  both  men  and  women,  that  had 
been  tatooed.  Here  likewise  are  to  be  found, 
medals  of  British  heroes.  Nelson,  Duncan,  and 
others;  also  American  bank-notes,  adopted  on 
a  resolution  of  congress,  26th  February,  1774,  at 
the  value  of  six  dollars  each.  A  variety  of  birds 
were  scattered  about  in  great  confusion ;  but  it  is 
intended  to  arrange  them,  so  as  to  form  a  separate 
branch  of  this  museum. 

We  now  proceeded  to  the  winter  palace, 
which  is  almost  contiguous  to  the  admiralty. 
This  edifice  was  commenced  by  the  Empress 
Elizabeth,  in  1754,  and  finished  in  I762.  It  is 
nearly  square,  and  has  its  principal  front  to- 
wards the  Neva.  The  length  of  this  building  is 
150  feet,  and  its  depth  350.  It  consists  of  two 
orders,  Ionic  and  Corinthian;  but  is  by  no 
means  an  elegant  specimen  of  architecture, 
being  erected  in  a  very  heavy,  uncouth  style, 
and  although    possessing  a  certain   degree  of 
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grandeur,  distinguished  by  no  beauty.  The 
apartments  are  so  numerous,  that  it  would  be 
altogether  tedious  to  describe  them  separately. 
The  principal  are,  the  chapel,  the  Emperor's 
apartments,  the  audience  and  masquerade  halls^ 
and  the  guard-rooms.  The  suite  occupied  by 
the  Grand  Duke  Michael,  consists  of  nine 
rooms,  to  four  only  of  which  we  dould  obtain 
admission.  In  the  saloon  were  several  prints^ 
representing  combats  with  the  Mamelukes  in 
Egypt.  In  another  room  was  the  model  of  a 
machine  for  making  gunpowder ;  atid  portraits 
of  several  Russian  generals,  by  Mr.  Dawe,  aa 
English  artist,  who  has  been  some  years  in  thift 
capital,  and  acquired  great  reputation.  There 
were,  likewise,  a  bust  of  Moreau,  a  cabinet  of 
medals,  some  family  portraits;  one  of  the 
venerable  Countess  Lieven,  who  is  a  favourite 
with  the  imperial  family;  and  a  plan  of  St. 
Petersburg.  A  volume  of  Don  Quixote  was 
lying  on  the  table.  In  a  third  room  were  views 
of  the  different  battles  in  which  Bonaparte  was 
engaged  in  Italy. 

We  next  visited  the  apartments  of  the  Em- 
peroi*  Alexander ;  and,  passing  through  a  hall^ 
entered  a. room,  from  which  is  a  charming  view 
of  the  Neva.  The  floor  was  beautifully  inlaid, 
and  the  walls  were  hung  with  most  superb  red 
silk.  The  banqueting  apartment  is  2«7  feet  in 
length,  and   88  in  breadth.     The   hall  of  St. 
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George,  or  audience  chap\t)?r  for  the  reception 
q£  foreign  ambassadors,  i^  trul^  magn^ce^^  and 
hos  a  throng  with  a^  ftiglkt  of  eighjb  s^pa  leading 
up  tok  i(  i  abqve  ^bicb  are  the  Bussiip.  ar^tfy 
wperbly  wibroideirfi^.  At  the  reqepticm  of 
^mb«^»ai^04f8^  ttpiie:  Exqperor  does  no^  sit  on  the 
tbitanet  but  stadids  in  ftont  of  the  Ipwer  steps* 
What  is  called  the  dv^wing-rooin  of  Peter  the 
Qreat^  Ib  hung  wi^  velvet,  and  con^in;^  fom 
silver  tables*  placed  be^re  a  Ihro^e,  Attached 
|o  th3  patoce  ia  a  cl^pel,  wh^e  aire  gravely 
pwitfrd  out,  the  h^nd  of  the  Virgin  Mary^  the 
ll^ad  of  St.  I^ukse,  an4  a  piece  of  tl^  cross  on 
which. the Redoeiiaer  o^the  worl^su^red  1'  lathe 
wite  of  rrooma  that  w^re  occupied  by  the  King 
of  Pruasi9>  the  doors  and  flopr  are  of  the  most 
beautiful  wood ;  while  tables  of  green  Siberia 
marble,  a  number  of  elegant  French  clo^fcs,^  and 
rich  hangiiigs^^  give  theaiianai^  <^f  great  richnesa. 
Tbe  steepii^room,  in  p^rtirCu)ar,  is  very  magni- 
fii^enjt  i  md  tba  b«d,  supported  by  sjtatues  on 
each  side,  with  h^ndsom^  drapery,  presents  4 
most  striking  contrast  to  the  plain  dormitory  of 
Hia  Msyesty  at  Berlin,  described  in  a  pre- 
poding  chapter*  We  now  ascended  to  a  range 
mf  room3  above,  ^rmiariy  inhabit^ed  by  t^  Em- 
press. Gatheriae,  wher^^  is  a  curious  Chinese 
bed,  some  antique  fumitorei  and  two  paltry 
pictures  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  a<id  Duke  of 
York,  when  youths,  in  robes  of  state. 
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We  could  not  possibly  obtain  access  to  the 
jewel-room»  a  circumstance  that  caused  us  some 
disappointment  and  regret  It  would,  however, 
have  been  perfectly  useless  to  urge  our  en- 
treaties, as  the  door  leading  to  k  was  actually 
sealed  up ;  besides  which,  a  sentinel  under  arms 
was  stationed  on  each  side  of  it. 

In  showing  the  apartments,  the  attendants  take 
care  to  tax  strangers  pretty  well  for  their  curi- 
osity; for  in  every  other  room  you  are  transferred 
over  by  your  conductor  to  one  of  his  colleagues, 
with  the  remark  that  he  can  accompany  you  no 
farther,  but  that  if  you  proceed,  anoUiermustbe 
your  cicerone.  In  this  manner  are  repeated 
gratuities  extracted  from  your  purse. 

Without  my  entering  into  farther  particulars, 
some  idea  may  be  entertained  of  the  magnitude 
of  this  gorgeous  palace,  when  it  is  stated  that  it 
cotntains  1000  inmates,  and  in  the  stables  S500 
horses,  584  grooms  and  assistants,  and  600  car- 
riages. Whenever  the  Emperor  is  in  the  capital 
or  its  environs,  a  flag  is  displayed  on  the  summit 
of  the  palace  from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning 
to  the  same  hour  at  night,  and  taken  down  when 
he  goes  abroad,  or  on  a  visit  to  Moscow.  In  front 
of  the  entrance  leading  to  that  part  exclusively 
occupied  by  the  Emperor,  is  a  circular  building, 
with  a  roof  of  iron  supported  by  small  pillars  of 
the  same  materiaU  This  contains  a  blazing  fire 
during  the  winter,  for  the  drivers  of  carriages  to 
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warm  themselves  while  waiting  at  the  palace  for 
company. 

The  most  splendid  of'  all  the  palaces,  and  that 
which  may  be  regarded  as  the  Russian  Louvre, 
from  its  rich  stares  of  works  of  art,  is  what  i& 
denominated  the  Hermitage }  so  named  by  its 
imperial  foundress,  Catherine  I L,  as  it  was  here 
she  was  wont  to  escape  from  the  monotony  of 
court  etiquette,  and  indulge  in  the  conversation 
of  her  friends.  No  expence  was  spared  by  her 
in  collecting  paintings,  books,  antiquities,  en« 
gravings,  bijoux,  &C.,  so  as  to  render  this  resi-> 
dence  a  museum  of  art  and  learning.  The  gal- 
leries of  the  Prince  of  Cond6,  Count  Brahl, 
the  Houghton  collection,  the  libraries  of  Voltaire 
and  Diderot,  of  Zimmermann^  Sherbatov,  and 
that  of  Oranienbaum,  the  geographical  cabinet  of 
Busching,  the  cabinet  of  natural  history  formed 
by  Pallas*,  the  marbles  collected  at  Rome  by 
Count  Refenstein,  and  by  Count  Shuvalov,  with 
a  vast  number  of  other  extensive  purchases,  not 
forgetting  the  gallery  of  Malmaison,  which  was 
transferred  hithier  more  recently,  have  all  con- 
tributed to  render  this  one  of  the  richest  dep6ts 

*  Catherine  was  not  only  munificent,  but  possessed  in 
a  high  degree  the  talent  of  adding  to  the  value  of  her  gifts 
by  some  elegant  compliment.  On  being  informed  of  the 
sum  demanded  by  Pallas  for  his  cabinet,  tlie  Empress  re- 
plied—  **  M.  Pallas  is  an  excellent  naturalist,  but  a  very 
bad  arithmetician.  He  asks  only  10,000  rubles  -*-  pay  him 
20,000." 
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of  the  kind  in  the  world.  The  library  contains 
upwards  of  110,000  volumes;  the  engravings 
amount  to  200,000;  the  cameos,  gems,  &c.  to 
13,000 ;  and  the  casts  from  gems  to  80,000. 
The  palace  itself  may  be  said  to  consist  of 
three  distinct  buildings,  all  fronting  the  Neva, 
and  connected  with  each  othex  by  corridors  or 
galleries  thrown  across  arches.  The  oldest  of 
these  buildings  was  erected  by  Lamotte,  in  1765 ; 
the  second,  ten  years  afterwards,  by  Feltem;  and 
the  third,  which  is  far  superior  to  the  others  in 
the  style  of  its  architecture,  was  designed  by 
Quarenghi,  and  commenced  in  1782.  Barely  to 
enumerate  the  most  valuable  of  the  treasures 
here  deposited  would  occupy  several  pages :  let 
it  suffice,  therefore,  to  say,  that  the  lover  of  art . 
and  virtUf  be  his  particular  pursuit  whatever  it 
may,  will  find  ample  gratification  for  it.  If,  for 
instance,  he  be  an  admirer  of  the  Italian  school, 
he  will  here  meet  with  in  abundance  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  Florentine^  Roman,  Bolognese, 
Lombard,  and  Venetian  masters ;  or  should  he 
prefer  the  Flemish,  he  will  have  only  to  turn  to 
those  of  Rubens,  Vandyke,  Teniers,  Wouver- 
manns,  Berghem,  &c.  Nor  are  there  wanting 
many  fine  pictures  by  Le  Sueur  and  Foussin» 
Murillo  and  Velasquez,  with  those  of  other  less 
eminent,  but  yet  deservedly-admired  artists  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  schools.  A  very  elegant 
work,  in  two  volumes  quarto,  entitled  <<  La  GaU 


SSi  THE   HBAIHTAGB* 

l^iie  de  i'  Hermitage/*  by  hakAnsky^  publUied 
here  in  1809f  contains  a  selection  of  the  finest 
pictures^  engraved  in  outline,  accompanied  with 
historical  and  critical  descriptions  in  Russian 
and  French.  This  production  is  also  interesting 
fixHn  many  ci  the  plates  being  drawn  and  en- 
graved by  Russian  artists;  and  these  will  bear 
comparison  with  the  best  prints  of  the  kind 
which  have  appeared  either  in  England  or 
France.*  Among  the  works  of  sculpture,  is  a 
group  of  Cu}Hd  and  P^che,  by  Canova;^  and 
likewise  a  Hebe,  by  the  same  artist 

A  theatre  is  connected  with  tliis  palace,  wfaidi 
we  entered  through  a  gallery,  over  an  arch 
thrown  across  a  piece  of  water  from  the  Neva, 
ranmng  into  the  Moika  canal. 

On  quitting  the  theatre,  we  entered  the  Ra- 
phael Gallery,  which  is  upwards  of  SIO  feet  long, 
by  31  in  width,  and  28  in  height  In  this  ex* 
ceedmgly  interesting  place  are  very  masteriy 
c^ies  of  RaphaeFs  pamtings  in  the  Loggie  of 

*  A  German  work,  by  Hand,  the  first  volume  of  which 
was  published  last  year,  gives  also  a  very  good  description 
of  most  of  the  pictures  in  the  Hermitage,  classed  according 
to  schools,  commencing  with  the  Italian  school ;  the  earliest 
specimens  of  which  are  some  of  the  productions  of  Andrea 
Mantegna  and  Giovanni  Bellini.  The  collection  of  Spanish 
masters  is  exceedingly  rick ;  superior,  indeed^  to  any  other 
out  of  Spain  itself^  as  it  consists  of  no  fewer  than  106  very 
choice  paintings  of  that  school.  According  to  this  work, 
the  number  of  pictures  in  the  Hermitage  and' other  imperial 
residences  amounted)  in  18S5)  to  4434s 
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the  Vatican,  which  were  executed  at  Rone  by 
oifder  ot'  C^SiieTiMe^  on  pnreciseljr  the  same  Kite 
as  the  originiA*  Thua  do  we  find  i^ce,  in  renci- 
vatedl  beauty,  the  now  mooldBriiig  fresooea  of 
Ihe  greatest  ar  tiat  the  wot  Id  has  yet  beheld,  and 
the  rich  arabe^iies  of  Giovanni  daUdine.  Such 
a  qieetade,  almost  on  the  very  ahotes  of  the 
Atctic  aea,  in  a  t egioo  nearly  unknown  to  tiie 
contemporaries  of  the  painter,  is  well  calculated 
to  uwaken  Mikctions  on  the  intellectual  as  w«tt 
as  political  matations  of  states  The  time  will 
probabtf  arrive  when  Russia  wiU  possess  a  school 
of  paintiag  of  her  own^  and  ^at  art  has  lost  in 
the  south  of  Europe,  it  may  n^in  in  the  norflu 
This  gallary  is  lighted  fay  fifteen  windows,  oppOf 
site  to  which  ate  as  many  soperb  mirrors ;  before 
each  window  also  are  twa  tables,  containing,  in 
glass-cases,  the  mincealogiea)  collections  of  Pro- 
fbsBor  Ptallasrand  the  Grand  Chamberlain  Narish^ 
kin.  liere,  too^  i»  a  marble  figure  of  a  Genius, 
executed  by  Kozlovsky,  one  ol*  the  best  Russian 
scolpfiors,  and  an  artist  of  considerable  talent,  on 
the  ooeasien  of  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine^s 
mariiage. 

The  dbof  at  the  extpemity  of  the  gallery  leads 
into  a  spacious  hall,  the  walls  of  which  were  en- 
tii:ely  covered  with  p^intiQgs  by  ouc  countryman, 
Mr.  Dawe;  eiiiefly  the  portraits  of  Russian 
generals  and  other  officers. 
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This  gentleman  attracted  the  notice  of  the  late 
lamented  Duke  of  Kent,  from  His  Royal  High* 
ness's  seeing  some  productions  of  his  pencil,  and 
by  him  he  was  introduced  at  Aix  la  CbapeUe,  to 
the  Emperor  Alexander,  by  whom  he  was  engaged 
to  visit  St  Petersburg*    This  noble  gallery,  which 
is  180  feet  in  length,  was  destined  by  His  Ma- 
jesty to  commemorate  the  achievements  of  his 
generals  in  Russia^  Germany,  and  the  memorable 
campaigns  of  Moscow,  Leipsic,  and  Paris,  and  is 
daily  receiving  fresh  accessions  from  the  artist. 
He  has  already  painted  the  portraits  of  about  400 
military  characters,  which  present  an  interesting 
variety  of  costume,  physiognomy,  and  attitude  ; 
and  among  them  are  those  of  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, Prince  Kutusov,  and  Barclay  de  Tolly. 
The  most  conspicuous  full-length  is  that  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  in  the  uniform  of  the  cheval- 
lier  guards.     There  are  besides  many  portraits  of 
different  members  of  the  imperial  family ;  viz. 
those  of  the  Grand  Duke  Nicholas  (^the  present 
emperor);  his  brother,  the  Grand  Duke  Michael; 
the  present  Empress,  and  her  two  eldest  children, 
the  young  Grand  Duke  Alexander  NicolaJvich, 
and  the  Grand  Duchess  Maria  Nicolaevna*; 

*  The  same  artist  has  painted  another  picture  containing 
portraits  of  the  young  prince  and  princess^  who  are  repre- 
sented as  aiQusing  tliemselves  with  a  swing  in  a  garden. 
Mr.  Thomas  Wright,  of  London,  one  of  our  first  engraversy  is 
now  employed  on  a  plate  firom  this  very  interesting  paintidg. 
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also  the  Grand  Duchess  of  Saxe  Weimar  (Maria 
Paulovna,  the  Emperor's  sister);  the  reigning 
Prince  of  Saxe  Cobourg ;  and  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Kent.  It  is  proposed  to  place  eques- 
trian statues  of  the  King  of  Prussia  and  Emperor 
of  Austria  in  this  hall^  *  i 

Another  palace,  called  that  of  Saint  Michael,t 
is  chiefly  remarkable  for  having  been  the  scene 
of  the  assassination  of  that  extraordinary  cha** 
racter,  the  Emperor  PauL  We  could  not  now 
obtain  admission  here,  although  formerly  the 
very  room  in  which  he  was  strangled  was  shown 
to  strangers.  At  present  the  building  is  con- 
verted into  a  military  seminary.. 

There  is  also  a  stately  pile,  called  the  Marble 
Palace,  fronting  the  Neva,  which,  in  point  of 
elegance,  may  be  ranked  next  to  the  imperial 
one.  This  building  was  erected  for  Orlov,  the 
notorious  favourite  of  Catherine  II.  .  It  is  of  a 
quadrangular  shape  $  the  lower  part  of  granit^ 
and  the  uppc^r  of  grey,  with  columns  of  a  reddish 
marble,  and  the  windows  have  balconies  of  gilt 
brass.    This  is,  although  not  altogether  in  the 

*  This  gallery  WBB  opened  on  Christmas-day  1826,  with, 
great  ceremony,  in  presence  of  the  imperial  family,  and  a 
numerous  cortege  of  persons  of  the  first  rank. 

f  This  palace  has  been  minutely  described  by  Eotzebue^' 
in  his  work  entitled  <'  The  Most  Remarkable  Year,  of  My 
life  ;'^  from  which  account  it  appears  to  ha^e  been  fitted  up 
in  a  very  gorgeous  style* 
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purest  taste,  certainly  one  of  the  finest  strac- 
tures  in  the  capital;  yet  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  princi)pal  entrance  is  not  in  ftont  of  the  river, 
which  would  have  added  considerably  to  the 
grandeur  and  magnificence  of  its  appearance. 
On  the  death  of  Orlov,  the  palace  reverted  to 
the  Empress ;  and  its  neict  inmate  was  the  King 
of  Poland,  who  here  ended  his  days  in  exile, 
and  whose  fttte  has  excited  so  much  sympathy 
towards  himself,  and  reprobation  towards  those 
who  were  instrumental  in  driving  tins  inofiensive 
monarch  from  his  throne.  After  this  it  was  in- 
haUted  by  lihe  Grand  Duke  Constantine^  the 
brother  of  Alexander  $  but  at  present  it  is  unin- 
habited, and  appears  quite  desdate. 

The  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  is  an  institution 
that  has  already  proved  benefieial  to  Russia,  and 
from  which  much  more  may  be  anticipated  for 
the  future.  This  structure  is  situate  on  the  north 
bank  df  the  Neva,  at  the  S.  West  an^  of  the 
Vaidli  Ostrov,  and  is  4«20  feet  square.  The  prind- 
pal  facade,  which  is  towards  the  river,  has  a  lo^ 
rusticated  basement,  supporting  a  Doric  order 
of  columns  and  pilastres,  and  in  the  centre  is  a 
portal,  with  a  low  dome  above  it,  surmounted  by 
a  figure  of  Minerva.  The  portal  itself  is  deco- 
rated with  two  colossal  bronze  figures^  copied 
from  the  Farnesian  Hercules  and  Flora,  which 
were  cast  by  Moshalov.  Kakorinov,  a  native  of 
Siberia,  who  was,  for  several  years,  director  of 
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the  academy,  and  ifrho  died  in  1771»  was  Ihe 
architect  of  this  fine  structure,  a  work»  sufficient 
of  itself,  to  entitle  him  to  a  distinguished  place 
among  those  of  his  professioot  not  only  in  Bustta, 
but  in  Europe  generally.  It  is  undoubtedly  a 
very  noble  piece  of  architecture,  and  one  that 
has  few  rivals  even  in  the  country  of  Palladio ; 
as  the  harmony  of  its  proportions,  the  symmetry 
of  its  pairts,  the  regularity  and  chasteness  of  the 
design,  and  the  imposing  mass  of  the  building 
itself,  are  such  as  to  satisfy  the  most  critical  eye. 
Its  site,  too,  is  admirably  calculated  to  display 
it  to  the  greatest  advantage ;  for  whether  it  be 
viewed  from  the  quay  or  the  river»  the  eye  can 
embrace  the  whole  at  a  single  glance.  In  the 
centre  of  this  building  is  a  spacious  circular 
court,  with  a  peristyle,  the  effect  of  which  is  ex- 
ceedingly beautiful.  The  staircase  is  deserving 
of  particular  attention,  being  esteemed  a  cA^ 
^osmre  of  its  kind ;  it  contains  several  ardutec- 
tural  models,  among  which  are  those  of  some  of 
the  puUic  edifices  of  this  capital,,  viz.  the  SmoU 
Boi  convent,  the  marble  church,  the  Kazan 
cathedra),  &c.  On  ascending  to  the  fiu^t  floor, 
which  contains  the  exhibition  rooms,  and  those 
where  the  pupils  pursue  their  studies,  we  entered 
a  circular  room,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  an 
equestrian  statue  of  a  Roman  warrior.  This 
apartm^xt  opens  into  a  long  hall,  at  the  upper 
end  of  which  is  a  full-length  of  the  Emperor 
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Alexander,  with  a  bust  of  his  mother  on  the 
right  hand,  and  one  of  his  consort  on  the  left. 
In  some  of  the  rooms  were  a  number  of  pupils 
receiving  instructions  in  the  arts  of  painting  and 
engraving.  In  what  is  called  the  recreation- 
hall,  is  a  model  of  the  head  and  foot  of  an  eques- 
trian statue  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  a  flower- 
basket  most  ingeniously  and  delicately  carved 
out  of  a  block  of  wood :  the  latter  was  executed 
by  Professor  Swartz,  who  has  here  rivalled,  if 
not  excelled,  our  Gibbons.  This  institution  is 
under  the  direction  of  a  president ;  and  the  Em- 
peror, the  King  of  Prussia,  and  Grand  Duke 
Constantine,  and  other  distinguished  individuals, 
among  whom  was  Canova,  are  honorary  mem- 
bers. It  is  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  youths, 
and  for  instructing  them  in  the  fine  arts.  The 
number  of  boys  admitted  is  limited,  and  they 
continue  here  twelve  years.  During  the  first  six 
they  are  instructed  two  days  in  every  week,  in 
French,  Russian,  and  German.  The  rest  of 
their  time  is  dedicated  to  the  arts  j  but  unfor- 
tunatdy  their  particular  talents  are  not  con- 
sulted i  a  circumstance  that  cannot  but  operate 
very  disadvantageously.  The  expences  of  board 
and  education  are  defrayed  by  government 
An  establishment  of  this  kind  was  contemplated 
by  Peter  the  Great,  and  his  widow  appears  to 
have  made  some  efforts  to  carry  it  into  execution. 
Elizabeth,  too,  concurred  in  the  efibrts  of  her 
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predecessors  in  a  design  that  had  for  its  object 
the  advancement  of  the  empire  in  the  politer 
arts.  With  this  view  she  deviated  from  her  ori- 
ginal project,  restricting  this  academy  exclusively 
to  the  fine  arts.  It  was,  however,  reserved  for 
Catherine  II.  to  improve,  and  place  it  on 
its  present  footing,  by  bestowing  fresh  privi- 
leges ;  and  in  her  reign  the  building  itself  was 
erected.  Although  the  academy  cannot  be  said, 
as  yet,  to  have  produced  any  great  artists,  with 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  architc^cts,  it  has 
already  sent  forth  some  men  of  talent  All 
that  money  or  despotic  power  could  effect^ 
has  been  done;  but  artists  cannot  be  raised^ 
like  soldiers,  by  conscription,  nor  can  talents 
be  created  by  an  imperial  ukase.  So  far^ 
therefore,  from  auguring  ill  for  the  future,  we 
ought  rather,  perhaps,  to  wonder  that  so  much 
has  been  accomplished.  Art  is  a  plant  that  will 
not  be  made  to  grow  by  a  forcing  system :  to  be 
luxuriant,  it  must  be  suffered  to  strike  its  roots 
deeply  in  the  soil.  It  may  be  watched  with  so- 
licitude, but  we  must  not  injudiciously  attempt 
to  accelerate  its  growth  by  any  process  that 
would  ultimately  impair  its  vegetative  powers : — 
we  do  not  rear  oaks  in  a  hot-bed.  There  is  an 
annual  exhibition  at  the  academy  during  the  first 
three  weeks  in  September. 
.  Another  object  of  great  interest  is  the  Mine 
Corps.     This  institution,  which  is  on  a  very  ex- 
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tenBive  9cal^  ia  an  efltablistoieot  for  inttru^tion 
in  military  tactics,  and  particolarly  for  training 
officers  for  service  in  Siberia.  We  first  entered 
an  extensive  hall,  afterwards  a  circular  one  with 
desks  around  it,  where  the  professors  were  teach* 
ing  the  pupils.  This  conducts  to  a  spacious 
apartment,  containing  several  very  curious 
models,  which  show  the  operation  of  mining  in 
all  its  stages,  and  that  of  extracting  gold  from 
sand ;  and  there  is  also  a  collection  of  minerals* 
The  library,  which  is  adorned  with  fine  ccdumns 
on  each  side,  contains  a  number  of  coins,  pre- 
cious stones,  military  weapons,  hydraulic  ma* 
chines,  drawings  of  mines,  kc.  There  were,  at 
this  time,  809  boys  here»  who  are  instructed  in 
the  art  of  mining,  and  are  maintained  and 
clothed  at  the  expence  of  the  government ;  and 
each  class  has  its  destined  uniform.  They  con- 
tinue here  eight  years ;  but  the  expence  is  more 
than  compensated  by  the  advantages  which  arise 
to  the  state  from  this  important  institutUm.  On 
quitting  the  institution,  they  reoeive  commissianB 
as  lieutenants  in  regiments,  so  that  they  are 
thoroughly  grounded  in  milttaty  manoeuvres  and 
discipline,  previously  to  entering  the  army.  Be.- 
hind  the  building  is  a  large  garden,  at  the  ex* 
tremity  of  which  is  a  handsome  hospital  with  a 
portico,  both  remarkably  neat  In  the  garden  are 
several  subterraneous  passages,  showing  different 
representations  of  mines  and  their  strata,  with 
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scalii^  ladders^  aad  other  necesiary  impknmitSy 
ftCi  Corporal  puiuahment  is  prohibited  in  this 
iiistitutioi\  degradation  being  substituted  for  it 

The  Cadet  Corps  occupies  a  large  buildmg^ 
which,  at  one  timei  was  a  palace,  and  is  so  exten- 
sive,  that  it  may,  in  fact,  be  considered  as  a 
small  town  of  itself.  It  contains  an  infirmary, 
riding-school,  theatre,  cabinet  of  natural  history, 
and  a  church.  This  seminary  is  exclusively  for 
the  sons  of  the  nobility,  who  are  admitted  at  six 
years  of  age,  and  remain  here  till  they  attain 
their  twenty-first  year.  The  pupils  wear  a  mill* 
tary  uniform,  and  we  saw  many  of  them  mount 
guard,  form  into  companies,  and  go  through 
their  exercise  with  all  the  accuracy,  steadiness, 
and  dexterity  of  trained  soldiers. 

In  the  same  quarter  of  the  city  as  the  academy 
of  arts  and  the  mine  corps,  namely,  in  the  Vas. 
9ili  Ostrov,  is  a  museum,  situate  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  the  exchange,  where  we  saw  a  collec- 
tion of  petrifactions,  corals,  and  natural  cario- 
sities. Among  the  latter  was  a  skeleton  of 
gigantic  proportions  (seren  feet  in  height)  said 
to  be  that  of  a  domestic  of  Peter  the  Great ; 
and  likewise  the  skin  itself,  which  is  stuffed,  a 
veiy  unusual  and  not  very  agreeable  ^ecimen 
of  the  species  homo.  There  was  also  a  large 
glass  globe,  which  was  brought  hither  from  £ng* 
land*  In  the  upper  rooms  are  figures  of  Japa- 
nese,  Chinese,  and  Laplander^,  &c.  of  both 
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sexes,  attired  in  their  national  costtmnes ;  also  the 
skeleton  of  a  mammoth,  one  of  an  elephant,  and 
others  of  tigers,  bears,  and  other  wild  animals. 
In  a  contiguous  building  is  shown  a  globe  of  pro- 
digious dimensions,  in  which  are  a  table  and  seats; 
and  a  person  might  here  suppose  himself  sitting 
in  the  middle  of  the  world.  This  machine,  which 
was  the  labour  of  ten  years,  was  presented  by 
the  Duke  of  Holstein  to  Peter  the  Great  It  is 
fourteen  feet  in  diameter,  and  is  entered  by  stairs, 
yet  it  appeared  to  us  inferior  in  point  of  magni- 
tude to  the  one  exhibited  in  the  royal  library  at 
Paris. 

The  Tauridan  palace,  built  by  the  architect 
Storov,  and  situate  in  front  of  the  Neva, 
at  the  western  extremity  of  the  city,  is  a 
large  brick  building  covered  with  stucco,  one 
story  in  height,  with  projecting  wings ;  and 
contains  numerous  apartments,  with  a  theatre, 
&c.  It  has  a  portico  of  six  columns,  with  a 
dome  painted  green,  and  a  roof  of  the  same 
colour.  We  were  conducted  over  the  apart- 
ments, which,  in  the  language  of  a  Frenchman, 
are  tris-magnffiques.  In  one  fronting  the  river, 
there  were,  at  the  time  of  oiu:  visit,  a  number  of 
benches,  which  had  been  erected  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  imperial  family  and  the  court  to 
witness  an  exhibition  of  fire-works,  at  a  fdte 
that  was  about  to  take  place,  and  for  which  a 
wooden  building  was  constructed  in  the  form  of 
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a  semicircle,  with  twelve  columns,  and  preparau 
tions  were  making  on  a  very  extensive  scale. 
In  the  theatre  the  floor  of  the  pit  had  been 
raised  to  a  level  with  the  stage,  and  covered 
with  doth^  it  being  intended  to  serve  as  a  sup- 
per-room. A  circular  table  was  placed  in  the 
centre  for  the  members  of  the  imperial  family, 
and  over  it  were  suspended  six  crystal  lustres* 
On  each  side  of  this  was  placed  a  long  table, 
with  three  lustres  over  it:  these  were  in- 
tended for  the  ministers  of  state,  and  othejr  per- 
sonages of  rank.  After  we  had  gratified  our 
curiosity  here,  we  were  conducted  into  a  large 
saloon,  adorned  with  statues,  which  led  to  the 
grand  ball-room.  Numerous  workmen  were,  at 
this  time,  busily  employed  in  ornamenting  and 
decorating  it ;  and  when  lighted  up  and  filled 
with  company,  the  coup-cTceil  must  have  been 
most  brilliant  and  imposing.  This  may  be 
ranked,  perhaps,  as  one  of  the  grandest  halls  in 
Europe,  and  it  absolutely  beggars  description. 
A  magnificent  colonnade,  supported  by  nearly 
forty  colossal  pillars  of  granite,  with  statues 
between  them,  produces  a  degree  of  grandeur, 
of  which  it  is  difficult  to  form  an  adequate  idea, 
even  after  having  visited  the  most  splendid 
palaces  of  Europe,  so  enormous  is  the  scale  on 
which  this  apartment  is  erected.  Lustres  of  cut 
glass  are  hung  at  regular  distances,  and  the 
lights  reflected  by  mirrors  of  extraordinary  bril- 
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liancy  and  magnitude.  The  pillars  were,  on  this 
occasion^  ornamented  in  a  somewhat  fanciful^ 
but  not  inelegant  manner,  being  entwined  with 
wreaths  <^wood,  gih,  representing  laurels^  and 
holding  branches  for  lights.  The  ceiling,  too, 
was  decorated  with  a  number  of  gold  and  silver 
festoons.  One  part  of  this  splendid  hall  forms  a 
conservatory,  with  gravel  walks,  rustic  chairs, 
statues,  orange  trees,  and  candelabra  in  the  form 
of  trees.  About  the  middle  of  the  ball-room, 
boxes  were  constructed  between  the  columns, 
fitted  up  with  silk  curtains  and  festoons.  In  the 
tnusic-gallery  is  an  organ,  with  a  statue  of  La^ 
coon  in  front.  On  pacing  it,  we  found  this  fasdl  to 
be  about  245  feet  in  length,  and  58  in  breadth ; 
and  it  is  50  in  height.  At  present  this  palace  is 
not  occupied,  being  used  only  for  grand  festi- 
vals. A  banquet^  given  here,  in  1791,  by  Po- 
temkin,  to  his  imperial  mistress,  has  been 
described  as  gorgeous  beyond  any  thing  of  the 
kind,  even  in  the  annals  of  Roman  or  oriental 
magnificence,  or  even  the  feast  of  Belshazzar 
itself.  Yet  this  minion  of  fortune,  and  para- 
mour of  royalty*,  whose  luxury  and  state  «x* 

^  Hie  titles  of  thb  extraordinary  man  were— -.Knight  <>r 
the  principal  Orders  of  Phissia,  Sweden,  and  Poland,  and  of 
all  the  Orders  of  Russia;  Field-marsha],  Conunandcr-in- 
chief  of  all  the  Russian  Armies,  Chief  General  of  Candry, 
High  Admiral  of  the  Fleeto  of  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Sea 
of  Azov ;  Caspian  Senator,  and  Presid^it  of  the  College  of 
War;  Governor-general  of  Ekatarinoslav  and  of  Taurida; 
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ceeded  those  of  crowned  heads,  now  lies  in  « 
nameless  grave,  ^*  unknelled,  unknown,"  with- 
out  the  slightest  memorial  to  record  the  spot 
where  his  remains  are  deposited,  nor  indeed  has 
the  place  of  his  burial  been  ascertained.  His 
house  is  in  ruins. 

The  apartments  occupied  by  the  £mperor» 
which  are  seventeen  in  number,  are  very  plain, 
and  rather  low.  His  bed  is  similar  to  a  sofa, 
with  a  red  leather  mattress,  and  a  green  canopy 
and  curtains ;  there  is  also  a  shower  bath,  with 
curtains  like  a  bed.  In  the  extensive  gardens, 
or  rather  park,  attached  to  this  palace,  are  artifi- 
cial lakes,  with  pleasure  boats,  but  the  water  is 
extremely  muddy.  These  gardens,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  land-cadet  corps,  are  open  to  the 
public ;  yet  are  not  much  visited,  the  favourite 
rendezvous  and  promenade  of  all  classes,  being 
the  spacious  and  magnificent  quays  along  the 
river,  which  certainly  surpass  every  thing  of  the 

Adjutant-general  aad  Actual  Chamberlain  of  the  Empress ; 
loflpector-general  of  the  Armies,  Colonel  of  the  Preobraz* 
henskoi  Guards,  Chef  du  Corps  of  the  Horse  Guards,  Colonel 
of  the  regiment  of  Cuirassiers,  of  the  Dragoons  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, and  the  Grenadiers  of  Ekatarinoslav ;  Directorof 
all  the  Cannon  Founderies,  Ac ;  Grand  Hettman  of  the 
Cossacks,  &c  Ac*  According  to  a  statement  of  the  suma 
the  Empress  lavished  on  different  favourites,  they  amounted 
to  88,820,000  rubles,  without  including  the  enormous  sums 
she  bestowed  on  Potemkin,  Lanskoi»  and  Zubov ;  the  three 
for  whom  she  showed  the  greatest  partiality. 
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kind  in  any  other  European  capital.  None,  in 
fact,  possesses  a  river  flowing  through  it,  at  all 
to  be  compared  with  the  Neva,  either  for  its 
beautiful  winding  course,  its  expanse  of  water, 
or  the  crystal  pellucidity  of  its  stream.  This 
magnificent  palace  was  erected  with  a  degree  of 
celerity  altogether  unparalleled;  and  to  keep 
pace  with  Potemkin*s  impetuosity,  1500  men 
worked  during  the  night  by  torch-light.  A 
canal,  which  is  at  the  back  of  the  building,  was 
made  in  a  couple  of  weeks,  some  thousands  of 
labourers  being  employed  on  it* 

In  the  same  street  with  the  Tauridan  palace, 
is  the  imperial  tapestry  manufactory,  which  per- 
sons are  permitted  to  enter  gratis.  It  consists  of 
copies  from  paintings;  but  it  cannot,  in  any 
respect,  be  compared  to  that  of  the  Gobelins  at 
Paris. 

Between  the  little  summer  garden,  and  the 
Nevsky  Prospect,  is  the  palace  of  the  Grand 
Duke  Michael,  which  has  been  completed 
since  our  visit  to  St.  Petersburg,  and  of  which 
I  am  enabled  to  give  here  some  account, 
having  been  favoured  with  a  description  of  it 
for  this  purpose.       This   extensive  and  mag- 

*  Three  years  ago,  there  was  exhibited  for  some  time  to 
the  public,  in  this  palace,  a  splendid  bedstead  and  canopy, 
entirely  formed  of  glass.  This  singular  piece  of  furniture, 
which  also  had  a  fountain  on  each  side  for  scented  water, 
was  intended  as  a  present  from  the  Emperor  to  the  Shah  of 
Persia. 
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nificeot  structure,  erected  from  the  designs  of 
the  architect  Rossi,  forms  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  the  recent  embellishments  to  the 
capital,  as  its  exterior  exhibits  an  elegance  and 
richness  that  we  do  not  find  in  any  of  the  build- 
ings erected  before  the  present  century ;  if  we 
except,  perhaps,  the  academy  which  has  been 
described  in  a  preceding  page.    The  principal 
fa9ade,  which  is  of  the  Corinthian  order,  consists 
of  a  body  and  two  wings,  comprising  a  lofty 
basement,  and  state-floor,  above  it.  In  the  centre 
is  an  octastyle  portico,  on  each  side  of  which  the 
order  is  continued,  with  a  series  of  seven  lofty 
arched  windows  in  the  inter-columns:  above 
these  is  neither  mezzanine  nor.  second  floor,  but 
the  entire  space  between  the  windows  and  enta- 
blature is  filled  up  with  sculpture.     The  pavi- 
lions at  the  extremities  and  the  adjoining  wings 
are  very  elegant.     The  latter  advance,  so  as  to 
form  a  court  in  front  of  the  building,  which  is 
separated  from  the  street  by  a  lofty  pallisade  of 
es^eeedingly  rich  design,  and  beautiful  workman- 
ship.    In  the  interior,  every  thing  that  refined 
taste  could  suggest,  or  wealth  command,   has 
contributed  to  render  it  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete mansions  in  this  or  any  other  capital ;  the 
apartments  being  fitted  up  in  the  most  recherche 
style,  where  floors,  inlaid  with  rose-wood,  mahor 
gany  and  ebony,  scagliola  walls  imitating  the 
hiost  beautiful  marbles,  lackered  doors  of  birch- 
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wood,  richly  carved  and  gilt,  superb  carpets, 
costly  hangings  and  draperies,  mirrors  of  asto- 
nishing magnitude,   and    magnificent  ceifings^ 
produce  a  succession  of  splendour  that  would  be 
almost  wearisome,  did  not  the  skill  with  which 
various  beauties  are  made  to  contrast  with  and 
rdieve  each  other,  prevent  monotony,  andoflferto 
the  spectator  new  combinations  of  elegance  and 
beauty  as  he  traverses  through  the  numerous 
apartments.    The  principal  vestibule  and  stair- 
case have  a  character  of  grandeur,  to  which  it  is 
not  easy  to  do  justice.    In  this  place  are  two 
fine  statues  of  Achilles  and  Hector,  by  Golbeig 
and  Krilov,  two  Russian  sculptors.    Both  these 
figures  are  naked,  having  only  helmets  ;  and  the 
former  holds  a  spear  in  his  left,  the  latter  a 
sword  in  his  right  hand.     In  a  hall,  with  co* 
lumns  of  white  marble,  the  walls  are  also  deco- 
rated with  a  series  of  subjects,  relating  to  many 
of  the  personages  of  the  Iliad ;  viz.  Hector  and 
Andromache,  Ulysses  and  Penelope,  Paris  and 
Hden,  Achilles  at  the  court  of  Lycomedes,  && 
The  ornamental  paintings  on  the  walls  and  ceil- 
ings of  many  of  the  apartments  were  executed 
by  Scotti  and  Vigi.    The  furniture,  which  is  no 
less  sumptuous  than  the  rooms  themselvest  is, 
fx  the  most  part,  the  work  of  Russians ;  the 
sixteen  magnificent  bronze  candelabra,  by  Zak- 
harov,  are  particularly  worthy  of  notice,  and  will 
stand  a  comparison  with  any  thing  of  the  kind 
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by  either  ItaliM  6t  French  aitiits.  £ach  of 
these  is  twelve  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  contains 
sockets  fbr  thirty-nx  wax  tapers. 

Near  tiie  Tauridan  palace  is  the  new  Arsenal, 
over  which  we  were  shown  by  two  Russian 
officers.  This  very  handsome  edifice,  rebuilt  in 
180S  by  the  architect  Dimertzov,  contains  a 
large  ^lery,  witii  brass  cannon  on  caniages» 
]  00,000  stand  of  arms,  fidd  artilleiy,  numerous 
flags,  trophies,  standards,  and  suits  of  armoan 
There  are  apartments  below  where  cannon  are 
bored,  and  where  is  also  a  machine  for  drawing 
up  and  suspending  field-pieces,  and  moving  them 
into  the  court  yard. 

During  winter  an  odd  ceremony  takes  place, 
namely  that  of  pronouncing  a  benediction  on  the 
Neva.  This  religious  rite,  at  which  the  imperial 
family  are  always  present,  is  marked  with  extra* 
ordinary  pomp.  A  temple  of  wood  is  erected 
on  the  ice,  near  the  admiralty,  with  an  effigy  of 
John  the  Baptist,  and  ornamented  with  paintings 
representing  various  acts  connected  with  the  lijfe 
of  our  Saviour.  In  the  centre  is  suspended  a 
figure  of  the  Holy  SiHrit  over  a  hole  perforated 
in  the  ice,  around  which  carpets  are  spread.  The 
military  are  formed  into  line  along  the  river;  the 
bells  of  the  churches  are  rung;  cannon  are  fired; 
while  the  metropolitan,  accompanied  by  a  num- 
ber of  dignified  ecclesiastics,  enter  this  sanctum 
sanctorum.     The  metropolitan  dips  a  crucifix 
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into  the  aperture  in  the  ice  three  times,  uttering 
at  the  same  time  a  prayer  or  ejaculation ;  and 
on  this  occasion  St.  Nicholas  comes  in  for  his 
share  of  adoration,  as  an  indispensable  part  of 
the  ceremony,  a  prayer  being  especially  addressed 
to  him.  The  pontiff  then  sprinkles  the  water  on 
the  people  around,  and.  also  upon  the  colours 
of  the  regiments.  On  departure  of  the  pro* 
cession,  a  scramble  takes  place  among  the  crowd, 
every  one  striving  to  kiss  the  sacred  aperture. 
Nor  do  they  omit,  likewise,  to  carry  away  with 
them  to  their  homes  some  of  the  water  itself,  to 
which  they  ascribe  great  virtue,  particularly  for 
purifying  those  infected  witlf  certain  diseases. 
This  ludicrous  exhibition  takes  place  in  the 
month  of  January.  It  may  be  further  mentioned, 
that  it  is  a  practice  in  the  Greek  church  to  ex^ 
tend  its  blessings  even  to  inanimate  objects,  and 
it  is  supposed  that  the  safety  or  destruction  of 
those  depend  on  the  degree  of  fervour  with  which 
the  benediction  is  bestowed  *  ;  an  expedient 
which  is  certainly  most  admirably  calculated  to 

^  It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  that  well-informed 
persons  put  the  least  faith  in  such  absurdities ;  and  as  for 
the  vulgar,  they  are  pretty  nearly  the  same  every  where.  — 
Witness  the  mass  of  superstitious  rubbish,  the  farrago  of  rib- 
aldry, filth,  and  imposture,  annually  published  in  England, 
in  the  shape  of  Almanacks,  and  that,  too,  by  such  a  body  as 
the  Company  of  Stationers.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they 
will  abandon  such  a  disgraceful  traffic,  in  consequence  of 
the  expose  that  has  lately  been  made  of  some  of  these  scan* 
dalous  and  mendacious  work*. 
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promote  devotion,  if  we  can  for  one  moment 
allow  ourselves  to  bestow  that  name  on  such 
absurd  and  puerile  mummery,  which,  while  it 
cherishes  abject  superstition  among  the  vulgar, 
produces  a  no  less  deplorable  hypocrisy  among 
those  who  are  educated.  Let  us,  however,  do 
justice  to  the  Greek  church;  for  though  its 
superstitions  almost  rival  —  they  cannot  surpass, 
those  of  Rome,  it  bears  within  itself  the  germ 
of  ameHoration,  inasmuch  as  it  tolerates  every 
other  creed  with  a  liberality  which  does  it  honour, 
and  which  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  that  spirit 
of  persecution  which  has  so  frequently  armed  the 
followers  of  opposite  creeds  against  each  other, 
and  prompted  them,  while  professing  a  religion 
of  peace  and  good-will,  to  deeds  inconceivable 
in  any  but  demons. 
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CltA'house*  —  TAeaire,  — » Exchange.  —  Imperud  lArmry,  — - 
ManuscripU  relative  to  English  history* — Gosfinoi  dvor,  or 
Bazaar*-^  Fortress.  *^MuU*  -—  Royal  cemetery.  ^—  Hosues 
and  shops.  — *-  Priests*  <>?-  Nevsky  Prospect.  —  Soldiers  and 
military  forces,  —  Intense  cold.  —  Freezing  of  the  Neva.  — 
Barbarity  ofDroshka  drivers.  —  Equipages,  —  Anecdotes. 
'^  Ex-king  of  Sweden.] 

Ik  what  is  called  the  <<  English  Line,"  is  a 
veiy  magnificent  suite  of  rooms  for  the  accom- 
modation of  merchants  and  strangers.  The  en- 
trance is  exceedingly  stately,,  and  there  are  apart- 
ments with  billiard  and  dice  tables ;  and  others, 
where  are  to  be  found  English,  French,  Grerman, 
and  Russian  newspapers ;  besides  which  there  is 
also  a  library.  This  building  was  formerly  the 
residence  of  Earl  Cathcart,  during  his  embassy 
to  the  imperial  court  In  this  place  also  elegant 
dinners  are  daily  served  up  to  such  as  choose 
to  partake  of  them,  at  the  extraordinary  low 
sum  of  two  rubles,  or  1^.  Sd.  per  head.  Strangers 
are  admitted  here  on  the  recommendation  of 
members. 

The  great  Theatre,  which  was  built  by  Tho- 
imond,  a  French  architect,  is  an  extensive  struc- 
ture, with  a  noble  Ionic  portico  of  eight  co- 
lumns, occupying  nearly  the  whole  front   There 
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are  tweutj^fonr  hoxesj  and  two  ranges  of  apart- 
ments above*  The  imperial  box»  which  is  sup* 
ported  by  four  statuesi  is  in  front  of  the  stagei 
as  in  the  theatre  of  Berlin.  There  are  no 
benches  in  the  pit,  but  armed-chaini  lined  with 
velvet,  each  of  which  is  numbered,  as  well  as 
the  tickets  of  admission  to  correspond  with  them ; 
an  arrangement  that  prevents  much  confusion 
and  scrambling  for  seats,  since  every  one,  let 
him  arrive  at  what  time  he  may,  is  certain  of 
finding  the  chair  indicated  by  his  ticket  vacant. 
This  is  a  regulation  that  deserves  to  be  adcqptad 
in  our  own  country ;  at  least,  no  more  shouU  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  doors  than  what  the  ]ut  will 
conveniently  hold ;  by  which  means  many  acci* 
doits  might  be  prevented.  And  although  the 
receipts  of*  the  house  might  thus  be  abridged  by 
a  few  pounds  on  particular  nights,  it  may  be 
doubted  whether,  on  the  whole,  the  auMiagers 
would  not  be  gamere  by  such  arrangement}  as 
many  persons  would  be  induced  to  go^  who  are 
BOW  unwilling  to  encounter  the  formidable  rash 
at  the  doors,  and  squeeze  in  the  theatre  itself. 
There  are  two  drop-curtains ;  one  a  composition 
repr^enting  the  coliseum  of  Rome,  Trajan^s 
column,  &c. ;  the  other,  a  view  of  tiieiriunqihal 
arch  erected  on  occasum  of  the  Emperor  Alex« 
ander's  entry  into  his  capital  on  July  SO.  1814« 
The  orchestra  ccmtains  thirty  musicians.  The 
performers  do  not  enter  from  the  side  wings,  but 
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by  a  door  in  the  back  scene,  this  b^g  sup- 
posed to  have  a  better  efiect  Intimation  of  the 
commencement  of  the  performance  is  given 
by  a  person  from  behind  stamping  his  foot 
Notwithstanding  its  splendour,  the  house  has  a 
gloomy  appearance,  being  lighted  only  by  a 
chandelier  from  the  ceiling.  The  door-keepers 
are  dressed  in  a  kind  of  uniform,  consisting  of  a 
red  coat  with  a  broad  cape,  and  such  as  we  had 
not  seen  in  any  place  of  the  kind  in  Eurc^e. 
More  attention  is  evidently  paid  to  persons  who 
appear  in  military  costume  than  to  those  in  any 
other  dress.  In  short,  a  man  is  every  thing  in 
the  eyes  of  a  Russian  in  a  military  uniform,  and, 
in  reality,  nothing  in  a  plain  coat 

The  Exchange,  which  was  built  by  the  same 
architect  as  the  theatre,  forms  a  most  prominent 
object,  and  is  on  a  scale  of  considerable  magni- 
tude and  elegance.  This  building,  which  is 
quite  insulated,  stands  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
river,  at  the  extremity  of  the  Vassili  Ostrov,  an 
island  between  the  Great  and  Little  Neva;  where 
it  forms  a  fine  object  from  the  Winter  Palace. 
The  foundation  was  laid  on  June  23. 1806,  by 
the  Emperor  Alexander  in  person,  and  under 
circumstances  of  extraordinary  pomp.  Its  form 
is  a  parallelogram,  surrounded  by  a  peristyle  of 
the  Doric  order,  having  ten  columns  in  each 
front,  and  fourteen  on  each  side.  A  noble  flight 
of  eighteen  steps  leads  up  to  the  entrance,  above 
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distance  on  each  en4  of  the  building  i$  a  ms^ 
nificent  rostral  Qolumn»  adoirned  with  statues  at 
its  base,  and  surmounted  by  a  sphere.  These 
Qolumns  stand  on  the  quay  close  to  the  river, 
and  between  them  is  a  fine  circular  esplanade, 
forming  a  spacioua  area  in  front  of  the  Exchange ; 
and  at  each  extremity  of  this  a  noble  flight  of 
steps  leads  down  to  the  water.  It  may  be  doubted 
if  there  be  any  similar  building  so  finely  situate 
ibr  efiect;  and  the  two  colossal  columns  centric 
bote  not  a  little  to  complete  the  splendour  of  the 
scene*  These  are  sometin»ea  illuminated  at  the 
top,  and  then  one  may  imagine  himself  trans* 
ported  to  some  celebrated  pwt  of  antiquity, 
guarded  by  two  phari.  The  interior  of  the  Ex- 
change is  exceedingly  spacious,  and  commo* 
dious^  and  contains  shops  or  bazaars  for  the  sale 
of  prints. 

The  next  place  to  which  we  directed  our 
steps  was  the  Imperial  Library,  situate  in  the 
Neysky  Prospect;  which  we  were  the  more 
anxious  to  visits  having  been  given  to  understand 
by  a  person  of  distinguished  rank  that  it  con* 
tained  a  number  of  very  valuable  manuscripts, 
many  of  which  related  to  the  history  of  our  own 
country,  and  which  we  obtained  permission  to 
examine.  The  building,  which  is  rather  what  may 
be  termed  handsome  than  grand,  was  commenced 
kk  1795,  by  the  architect  Sokolov ;  but  he  dying 
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shortly  after,  it  was  completed  by  Rusco.  The 
interior  is  exceedingly  well  planned,  spacious, 
and  commodious ;  and  among  the  apartments  is 
a  very  elegant  circular  room,  with  columns  o£ 
the  Ionic  order.  Of  this  collection,  which  con- 
tains 350,000  printed  volumes,  and  12,000  ma- 
nuscripts, the  celebrated  Zalusky  library,  that 
was  removed  hither  from  Warsaw,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  nucleus.  The  classification  here 
adopted  is  at  once  simple  and  perspicuous,  the 
books  being  arranged  in  three  grand  divisions ; 
viz.  the  sciences,  arts,  and  philology.  There 
are  seven  librarians,  and  as  many  sub-librarians ; 
of  whom  the  former  have  salaries  of  1200,  and 
the  latter  900  rubles.  These  ofiicers  are  obliged 
ix>  sleep  in  the  house.  The  library  has  of  late 
years  received  a  great  acquisition  of  French 
works  and  manuscripts,  which  had  been  collected 
by  Dubrovsky,  who  was  in  the  suite  of  the 
Russian  ambassador  at  Paris  at  the  period  of 
the  Revolution,  when  he  was  enabled  to  obtain 
them  for  almost  any  thing.  The  whole  of  these 
he  sold  to  government  for  60,000  rubles.  Two 
copies  of  every  book  published  must  be  presented 
to  this  library ;  and  it  may  be  added,  that  four 
hundred  publications  appeared  the  year  before 
we  visited  Russia. 

The  first  manuscript  I  shall  mention  contains 
letters  from  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  to  Elizabeth  : 
and  here  it  may  be  asked,  where  are  we  to  find  a 


IMPERIAL   LIBRARY.  259 

name  on  the  page  of  history  that  has  excited 
more  sympathy  than  this  un&rtunate  queen  — 
so  beautiful,  so  accomplished ;  the  victim  of  her 
rival's  caprice  and  deep-rooted  jealousy  ?  On 
Mary's  escape  from  the  castle  of  Lochleven,  she 
addressed  a  letter  to  Elizabeth  from  Workington, 
entreating  for  an  asylum.  Her  missal,  which  is 
here  shown,  and  which  is  bound  in  dark  blue 
velvet  secured  by  clasps,  consists  of  230  pages. 
The  first  thirteen  have  the  months  and  days  of 
the  year  where  particular  prayers  are  introduced, 
commencing  in  January  with  the  30th  Psalm. 
This  book  is  illuminated  with  subjects  from  the 
life  of  Christ  and  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  firSt  is 
a  picture  of  the  angel  Gabriel,  and  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page  are  these  words  —  "  Ce  livre  est  k 
moi,  Marie  Royne/* 

At  the  foot  of  the  187th  page,  under  the 
prayer  commencing  with  "  Spera  in  Deo  re- 
quiem  etemam,''  is  the  following  sentence  — 

Pour  recompense,  et  pour  solare 
£  mon  amour,  et  ce  ma  foix 
rendes  mon  Ange  ti^ulaire 
autant  come  je  yous  endoye 

Again,  under  the  138th  Psalm,  "  Meus  spi- 

ritus''  — 

En  (feinte)  mes  amis  changent  leur  bienvaillance 
tout  le  bien  qu  ils  me  font  est  desirer  ma  mort 
Com  es  mourant,  restois  en  deffaillance 
dessus  mes  yestements  ils  ont  jett6  le  sort 

S  2 


260  IHFERIAL  LIBRABT. 

Bdow  another,  145.  — - 

Sancta  Maria  mater  Dei  pietate  pleniMiiiia 

MabxkB* 

In  page  159.  beneath  the  '<  Pater  noster/*  and 

«  Ave  Maria"  — 

n  na  partient  porter  ces  armes 
qua  ceuz  qui  ce  dun  coeur  indomte 
come  nous  nont  peur  des  allarmea 
da  temps  puissant  maia  sans  bonte 

On  next  page, 

Bien  plus  utile  est  llieure 

que  non  pas  la  fortune 

puisquel  change  autant  quelle  est  opurtune 

In  page  172.  under  a  psalm  — 

La  viellesse  est  un  mal  qui  ne  se  pent  guerir 
£  la  ieunesse  un  bien  que  pas  on  ne 
qui  fait  qu  aussitot  ne  Thomme  est  pres  du.momir 
et  qui  Ion  croit  heureux  travaille  d'avantage 

Also,  in  page  81.  under  another  — 

Qui  jamai  d'aTantage  east  contrair  le  sort 
Si  la  vie  m'est  moin  utile  que  la  mort 
£t  plus  tot        que      chager  de  mes  maux  radTentore 
Chacun  change  pour  moi  d'humeor  et  de  nature 

Maris  E. 

Come  autres  fois  la  renomee 
Ne  vole  plus  par  Tunivers 
Isy  borne  son  cours  divers 
a  chose  d'elle  plus  aimee 

MabisR. 
xviii.  Octobre  advertlr 
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And  in  page  isg.*— 

Un  ooBur  que  ToutragiB  martire 
par  un  mepris^  ou  d*un  refus 
e  le  pouvoir  de  faire  dire 
Je  ne  suis  plus  ce  que  ie  ius 
■i  nos  pensers  aout 
ne  restimes  pas  chose  etrange 
lis  meritent  estre  a  prouve 
ajant  pour  objet  un  bel  ange 

In  all  probabDity  this  book  and  the  letters 
Were  part  of  the  numerous  writings  that  belonged 
to  the  Scotch  college  at  Douay,  which  was 
founded  by  Mary.  Indeed  I  recollect,  that» 
on  going  over  that  seminary  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Farquharson,  the  head  of  the  college,  on  his  visit* 
ing  it  after  being  banished  to  this  country  during 
the  Revolution,  he  assured  me  he  had  had  in  hia 
possession  not  only  the  original  prayer-book  of 
Mary,  but  a  table  clock  belonging  to  her,  the  first 
that  bad  been  made;  besides  the  manuscript 
poems  of  Ossian,  and  many  other  interesting  pa* 
pers,  which  he  had  not  seen  since  the  Revolution* 
A  ii]114ength  portrait  *  of  her,  which  had  been 

^  This  noble  picture  was  set  up  in  the  dining-hall  of  the 
college ;  and  it  is  a  singular  circumstance^  that^  in  the  title- 
deedSy  it  is  directed^  that  to  whatever  place  the  semmary  shall 
be  removed,  this  picture  was  to  go  with  it.  I  afterwards  saw 
it  in  the  Scotch  College  at  Paris,  where  it  will  remain  till  it 
is  seen  if  the  CoUege  of  Douay  is  to  be  restored;  in  which 
event  it  will  be  replaced  in  its  former  situatiou.  It  is  said, 
that  the  Queen's  confidential  secretary,  Babington,  had  also 
an  original  fulMength  portrait  of  her,  by  Frederico  Zucchero, 

s  S 
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concealed  in  a  chimney  during  that  disastrous 
period,  and  which  was  copied  from  a  miniature 
given  by  the  Queen  to  Miss  Curl,  one  of  her 
maids  of  honour,  at  the  time  she  was  on  the 
scaffold,  was  all  that  remained,  every  thing  else 
having  been  carried  off  by  the  mob,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  flames. 

With  respect  to  the  letters,  which  are  nume- 
rous, the  most  important  of  them  are  those 
that  passed  between  the  Scotch  and  English 
queens,  which  may  be  regarded  as  "  planks 
saved  from  the  deluge  of  time.*'  With  very 
great  difficulty  I  obtained  permission  merely  to 
take  their  dates.  These  documents,  I  apprehend, 
cannot  fail  to  excite  interest,  both  as  having 
been  written  during  the  captivity  of  Mary,  and  as 
being  now  given  to  the  public  for  the  first  time. 
One  letter  is  dated  Westminster,  Sd  March,  1486, 
from  Henry  VI I.  of  England,  "celui  qui  apara- 
vant  s'appeUoit  le  comte  de  Richemont  qui  dessit 
Richard  II.  usurpateur  de  Roy"*  d'Angleterre, 
et  ensuit  pacifla  les  differences  entre  les  maisons 
de  Lancaster  et  York,  au  Roy  Charles  VIII., 
le  priant  de  leslargissm*  d'un  de  ses  sujets  de 


and  one  of  her  son  James,  which  he  gave  to  the  Drapers' 
Company  in  London ;  and  the  veil  which  she  wore  on  the 
scaffold  is  in  the  possession  of  an  English  Baronet,  who 
claims  a  descent  from  Her  Majesty.  This  was  given  him 
by  Cardinal  York,  the  last  brancJi  of  the  Stuart  family,  who 
had  long  preserved  it  in  his  chapel  as  a  most  sacred  relic. 
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I'Isle  de  Silly,  mene  prisonnier  a  Dieppe."  There 
are  also  several  letters  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  writ- 
ten in  French,  and  addressed  to  the  Queen  mo* 
ther  of  France,  dated  July,  August,  and  Oc- 
tober, 1568  J  April  9.  1599 ;  another,  dated 
February,  1596,  to  the  Prince  of  Portugal; 
24th  August,  1594,  "  portee,  par  le  Che^ 
vallier  Williams,  au  Sr.  de  Vidausau,  Gouver- 
flier  de  Calais,  pour  scavoir  en  quel  estat  est 
sa  place,  k  fin  de  la  secouxir,  si  les  Espagnols  y 
veulententre  prendre  quelque  chouse,  comme 
il  se  pourra  faire,  suivant  ce  qui  lui  en  ont  ecrit 
le  Prince  de  Conty,  Comte  de  St.  Pol,  &c.  apres 
le  malheur  de  Bourleus."  And  to  the  most 
Christian  King,  21st  September,  1597-  There 
are  also  seven  others  from  her  Majesty,  without 
date. 

Letter,  signed  "  Fille  Magdelen  de  France  to 
the  King  of  Scotland." 

Do.  **  Marie"  to  the  King  of  France  "  mon 
beau  frere,"  October,  1566. 

Do.  do.  "  29th  May,  1568,  from  Maria  Stewart 
Reine  d'Ecosse  prie  Kartell  la  Reine  de 

considerer  le  Sr.  de  Flamin  son  cousin." 

"  Tutbery,  30th  August,  1570,  de  la  Reyne 
d'Ecosse  a  la  Reyne  Mere." 

Same  day,  "  De  la  Reyne  d'Ecosse  a  Sr.  de  la 
Monsieur  la  Motte." 

Do.  «  De  la  Reyne  d'Ecosse  au  Roye." 

May  1568 :  "  De  sa  prison,  la  Reine  d'Ecosse 
s  4 
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mande  a  la  Reine  (T  Ai^etecre  qnelle  na  poiiit 
de  liberte  descrire  que  pendant  qd*aa  disne  et 
quand  ses  gardes  dormeiit,  car  leur  fiUes  coudieat 
avec  eHe/' 

In  another,  ''June  26. 1568,  de  Karlile''  (Car* 
lisle),  Marie  Stewart  mande  au  Roy  France 
comme  ell  estgardee  par  le  commaiidement  dek 
Reine  Angleterre,  et  quelle  crainte  d'etre  ex 
apres  plus  estroitment,  non  obstant  quelle  ayl  en* 
yoy6  le  Sn  de  Flamin  pour  obtenir  conge  d'aller 
en  France,  il  na  pen  pasa^  Londres;  ce  qui 
Poblige,  dennoyer  leSr.  Douglas,  pour  fitire  rap* 
port  au  Roy,  de  sa  prison,  sortie,  et  retraate  en 
Angleterre,  lequel  elle  recommande  comme  un 
fiddle  serveteur,  lui  ayant  sauve  la  vie  au  peril 
de  la  sienoe/' 

Letters  of  King  James,  24th  October,  1597* 

Do.  1590. 

Do.  1603  to  the  King  of  France. 

Anne  R.  to  ^<ma  bonne  sceur  la  Queen  Regent.'* 
—  No  date. 

Do.  do.  —  No  date. 

Paris,  6th  January,  1649,  Henrietta  of  France 
to  the  ambassador  of  the  King,  <<  Mon  Neveu.'' 

Do.  Louvre,  6th  January  1649,  to  Monsieur 
de  Grignon. 

Do.  James  Huntington,  1605,  and  Falklwd» 

24th  June,  1597,  to  the  King  of  France. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  many  original  letters 
to  be  found  here  from  those  distinguished  per- 
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8onage9«  Several  of  Elizabeth's  are  dated  irotu 
Richmond,  Hampton  Court,  and  Westminster^ 
to  different  ambassadors.  The  whole  of  them 
are  written  in  old  French,  with  many  contrac- 
tions, which  render  them  extremely  difficult  tx^ 
make  out  correctly.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  whole 
series  will  be  given  to  the  public  by  some  com* 
petent  editor,  as  they  relate  to  a  most  im-* 
portant  period  in  the  annals  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

The  most  striking  of  those  I  could  select  are 
given  in  the  Appendix. 

As  connected  with  the  above,  it  may  here  be 
observed,  that,  in  the  college  for  foreign  affairs  at 
Moscow,  are  also  preserved  many  letters  that 
passed  between  Elizabeth  and  the  Tzar  IvanVas^ 
sUivich,  respecting  the  commercial  relations  of 
England  and  Russia,  as  well  as  on  other  topics. 
In  some  parts  of  this  curious  and  interesting 
correspondence,  the  Queen  assures  the  Musco^ 
vite,  that  he  may  rely  upon  finding  an  asylum  in 
England,  should  any  revolution  endanger  hi» 
stay  in  his  own  dominions. 

We  found  in  this  library  a  great  variety  of 
curious  old  pamphlets  in  the  English  language, 
particularly  one  with  the  account  of  an  entertain^ 
ment  **  by  Gentleman  Mercer  unto  my  good  friend 
Master  Humphrey  Martin,  Mercer,  given  untoo 
the  Queen  Elizabeths  Majesty,  at  Kennilwoorth 
Castel,  Warwick-shaer,  in  this  somerz  progress^ 
1675,  signified  from  a  freend  officer  attendant  iof 
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the  coort  unto  his  jfrend  a  citizen  and  merchant 
of  Lundon."  It  is  thus  entitled,  <<  Book  of  En- 
tertainment by  LfCicester  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 
wherein  the  person  writes  his  fiiend,  of  whose 
incomparable  cheering  and  enteitainments  I  will 
shoo  you  a  part  here/'  After  a  most  minute 
description  of  the  splendid  banquet  and  pa- 
geantry, it  contains  <<  All  the  letters  that  mention 
her  Majesty,  which  ha'er  I  put  capitoU  for  reve- 
rens  and  honor,  wear  thear  made  in  goUd." 

Among  the  number  of  old  English  books 
here,  are  many  sent  as  presents  from  British 
subjects.  A  variety  of  Voltaire's  manuscripts  were 
confusedly  huddled  together,  without  having  been 
arranged  in  any  order.  There  were  also  several 
^splendidly  bound  folios  in  French,  many  of  which 
were  manuscripts.  Much  jealousy  was  shown 
as  to  my  taking  any  notes,  and  I  was  expressly 
desired  not  to  copy  any  manuscripts,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
I  contrived  to  make  any  extracts,  being  very 
narrowly  watched.. 

In  the  Nevsky  Prospect  is  also  the  Gostinoi 
Dvor  or  bazaar,  an  extensive  pile  of  building,  of 
a  triangular  form,  consisting  of  two  stories 
crowded  with  shops.  The  fortress,  which  is 
situated  on  a  small  island  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Neva,  ranging  opposite  the  winter  palace 
and  summer  gardens,  near  the  spot  where  a 
branch  of  the  river,  or  the  Little  Neva,  divides 
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the  Vassili  Ostrov  from  the  Petrovskoi  Ostrov, 
and  which  was  founded  by  Peter  the  Great  on 
May  16.  1703,  may  be  regarded  as  the  germ 
from  which  the  now  splendid  and  extensive 
capital  has  expanded  itself;  it  may  also  be 
termed  the  "  Tower*'  of  St  Petersburg,  both  as 
being  the  oldest  part  of  the  city,  and  as  consisting, 
Hke  that  of  London,  of  a  mass  of  buildings. 
This  citadel  is  fortified  with  ramparts  and  bat- 
teries ;  and  contains  a  spacious  square  with  bar- 
racks, the  cathedral  of  St.  Peter  and  St  Paul,  the 
imperial  mint,  and  a  great  many  other  edifices. 
The  mint  is  under  the  superintendence  of  a 
Scotchman;  but  the  workmen  not  being  employed 
at  the  time  of  our  visit,  we  were  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  witnessing  the  process  of  coining, 
a  fire  having  broken  out  and  demolished  part  of 
it  We  learned,  however,  that  it  is  performed 
by  means  of  steam-engines  as  in  England.* 

*  When  the  Emperor  Alexander  visited  the  Mint,  in 
London,  he  observed  that  it  was  altogether  impossible  for  the 
workmen  to  rob  that  of  St.  Petersburg,  as  they  entered  into  it, 
worked  there*  and  departed  from  it  in  a  state  of  nudity.  But 
in  this  His  Majesty  must  have  been  mistaken ;  for  notwith- 
standing every  precaution,  as  necessity  and  avarice  are  the 
parents  of  invention,  a  robbery  was  discovered  to  have  been 
committed  by  the  men,  although  they  were  stripped  to  the 
skin.  The  expedient  to  which  they  resorted  certainly  showed 
some  degree  of  ingenuity ;  since  they  kiUed  rats,  stuffed  them 
with  gold,  then  threw  them  over  the  walls,  and  af^er  they 
had  left  the  place,  on  finishing  their  work,  picked  up  their 
prize. 
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The  cathedral  which  I  have  just  mentioned  as 
within  the  walls  of  the  fortress,  may  be  considered 
as  the  Westminster  Abbey  of  this  capital,  since  it 
contains  a  royal  cemetery  with  the  tombs  of  the 
imperial  family.  The  coflSns  are  above  ground, 
and  ranged  on  both  sides  of  the  altar.  The 
Russian  arms  and  initials  of  the  deceased  are  on 
each,  surmounted  by  a  coronet,  and  embroidered 
palls  are  thrown  over  them.  These  receptacles 
of  mortality  are  in  the  following  order  j  on  the 
right  are  the  coffins  of  Peter  the  Great,  Cathe* 
rine  L,  and  Catherine  II. ;  on  the  left  the  coffin 
of  Paul,  to  which  have  since  been  added  those  of 
Alexander  and  his  consort.  * 


The  gold  coined,  from  July  1.  IS25,  to  May  SI.  18S7» 
amounted  to  10,968,603/.,  exceeding  any  quantity  that  had 
been  previously  at  one  time  ready  to  send  forth.  That  of 
silver  coinage,  between  the  same  period,  amounted  to 
1,000,599/.  It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  coins  are 
not  composed  of  a  spurious  or  base  metal ;  and  that  in  point 
of  fineness,  the  standard  most  not  be  deviated  from,  one^ix- 
teenth  of  a  grain  in  the  pound  Troy,  nor  in  weight,  20  grains 
in  the  pound  troy. 

*  The  obsequies  of  this  monarch  were  of  the  most  gor* 
geous  description.  Of  the  funeral  procession  some  idea  may 
be  formed  from  a  work  published  at  St.  Petersburg,  showing 
the  whole  arrangement  of  the  cortege;  nor  was  the  lying 
in  state  less  magnificent,  for  the  body  was  placed  on  a  superb 
catafalco,  beneath  the  dome  of  the  Kasan  church,  where  il 
remained  for  six  days  and  nights,  attended  by  a  guard  of 
honour,  and  surrounded  by  seventeen  hundred  tapers  burn- 
ing constantly  the  whole  time !  The  service  for  the  dead 
was  also  performed  twice  every  day. 


RESIDENCE  OF  PETSB  THE  GREAT. 

With  respect  to  its  architecture  there  is  no- 
thing striking  in  this  church ;  but  fine  crystal 
lustres  are  suspended  from  the  roof.    On  each 
side  of  the  altar  are  relics  in  glass«cases  ;  and  in 
front  of  it  are  specimens  of  turnery  in  ivory, 
surrounding  the  representation  of  our  Saviour. 
Stands  of  colours,  staffi,  batons,  and  keys  of 
cities  and  fortresses  taken  by  the  Russians  are 
deposited  here,  and  these  trophies  amount  to  no 
fewer  than  I67O  in  number.     Many  of  them  are 
stained  with  human  gore,   and  the  prints  of 
bloody  hands  are  still  plainly  visible,  showing 
them  to  have  been  retained  with  a  firm  grasp. 
We  ascended  the  top  of  the  tower,  which  is  MS 
feet  in  height,  and  from  which  the  prospect  is 
truly  grand,  for  beneath  us  lay  the  beautiful 
Neva,  and  the  city,  with  its  ranges  of  palacei» 
and  numerous  domes  and  spires. 

The  hut  or  residence  of  Peter  the  Great  is  an 
object  deservedly  venerated  by  Russians;  nor  is 
it  less  attractive  to  travellers,  especially  when 
it  is  considered  that  this  is  the  first  rudiment  of 
this  now  magnificent  capital.    It  is  formed  of 
wood,  and  has  been  covered  with  a  building  to 
protect  it  from  the  weather.    The  bark  said  to 
have  been  built  with  his  own  hands,  by  this 
extraordinary  man,  is  in  the  shape  of  a  skiff  or 
skuUer.     It  is  now  broken ;  and  it  is  certainly 
little  creditable  to  the  patriotism  of  the  Russians, 
that  so  venerable  a  relic  has  not  been  preserved 
with  the  care  it  deserves,  and  deposited  in  some 
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museum.  At  one  period  it  was  at  Moscow,  and 
was  removed  here  in  1723.  On  beholding  these 
memorials  of  one  of  the  greatest  characters  that 
ever  sat  upon  a  throne,  we  were  tempted  to 
exclaim  with  the  poet, 

«  Immortal  Peter !  first  of  monarchs !  he 
Wlio  spurn'd  the  slothful  pomp  of  courts, 
And  roaming  every  land,  in  every  port. 
His  sceptre  laid  aside ;  with  glorious  hand, 
Unwearied,  plying  the  mechanic  tool, 
Gathered  the  seeds  of  trade,  of  useful  arts, 
Of  civil  wisdom,  and  of  martial  skill." 

The  houses  of  St  Petersburg  are  in  general 
four  stories  high,  with  roofs  of  sheet  iron  (painted 
green  and  red),  so  that  during  a  heavy  fall  of 
rain,  the  noise  is  similar  to  peals  of  thunder.  ^ 
Many  of  the  fronts  are  decorated  with  columns, 
and  also  painted,  yet  so  far  is  uniformity  of  hue 
from  being  studied,  that  it  is  commanded  by  the 
police  that  no  two  adjoining  houses  should  be  of 
the  same  colour.  It  may  be  observed  that  incense 
is  burned  in  the  staircases  during  morning,  to 
throw  out  a  perfume.  Considenng  that  this  is  the 
metropolis  of  so  vast  an  empire,  the  shops  must 
be  allowed  to  make  a  paltry  appearance,  espe- 
cially when  compared  with  the  display  of  those 
both  of  London  and  Paris ;  neither  do  they  make 
such  a  brilliant  appearance  afler  dark,  as  those 

*  A  patent  has  just  been  obtained  by  a  person  in  London 
for  making  a  fire-proof  roofing,  of  thin  cast-iron  plates,  so  as 
to  lock  into  each  other  and  carry  off  the  rain. 
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of  the  latter  capitals.  Many  of  the  principal 
shops,  or  rather  show-rooms,  are  up  stairs,  and 
several  under  ground. 

'  It  is  remarkable  that,  notwithstanding  this  city 
is  visited  with  lightning,  as  was  the  case  to  a  very 
great  degree  when  we  were  here,  there  are  no 
conductors  on  the  roofs  of  buildings.*  Chimnies 
are  not  cleaned  by  means  of  climbing-boys  as  in 
England,  but  after  the  mode  in  Scotiand.  The 
sweep  stands  on  the  top  of  the  chimney,  and  in- 
troduces into  it  a  large  brush  attached  to  a  small 
iron  ball  or  bullet,  which  drops  down,  and  which 
he  draws  up  and  down,  so  that  the  soot  is  soon 
cleared  away ;  yet  the  pressure  of  this  apparatus 
against  the  sides  of  the  chimney,  must  injure  it, 
especially  if  it  is  built  of  brick.  If  such  a  me- 
thod was  introduced  into  England,  it  would  en- 
tirely supersede  the  necessity  of  making  use  of 
climbing-boys  at  so  many  risks  to  life  and  health, 
and  humanity  calls  for  the  adoption  of  it.  Every 
house  has  a  gate-way  for  carriages,  whereby  the 
foot-path  is  continually  interrupted  ;  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  danger  arising  from  the  steps  leading 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  houses,  which  greatly  en- 
croach on  them.     In  the  best  parts  of  the  town, 

*  Herodotus  proves  that  the  ancients  knew  the  power  of 
attracting  lightning  by  means  of  iron  instruments,  and  that 
the  Thracians  disarmed  heaven  of  its  thunder-bolts  by  throw- 
ing arrows  into  the  air,  and  the  Hyperboreans  by  shooting 
into  the  clouds  sharp-pointed  pikes  of  iron. 
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the  rtreets  have  sewers  arched  with  brick,  at  the 
depth  of  two  feet  below  the  pavement,  with  a 
descent  to  the  Neva,  and  grates  at  the  top  for 
mud  and  water  to  pass  through.  This  is  an  im- 
provement which  has  been  evidently  accom* 
plished  at  great  expence,  and  much  benefit  is 
derived  from  it  during  an  inundation,  as  the 
water  is  let  oft  more  quickly.  The  gutters  run 
in  the  centre  of  the  streets,  as  in  the  French  ca* 
pital.  The  city  is  badly  lighted,  and  the  lamps 
are  exceedingly  clumsy.  Watchmen  are  sta- 
tioned  day  and  night  in  sentry  boxes ;  and  these 
guardians  of  the  peace  are  effectively  armed 
with  halberta.  There  are  no  wells ;  but  the  n^ 
cessity  for  these  is  superseded  by  the  excellatice 
of  the  water  of  the  Neva,  which  is  used  both  for 
drinking  ^nd  for  cooking.  With  some  constitu* 
tions,  however,  it  is  said  to  act  as  an  aperient ; 
it  is,  therefore,  advisable  for  a  stranger  not  to 
use  it  as  a  beverage,  without  mixing  it  with  wine 
or  spirits,  or,  at  least,  not  without  having  it  pren 
viously  boiled.  For  some  days  we  found  our- 
selves  disordered  in  consequence  of  drinking  it 
without  this  precaution. 

It  rarely  happens  that  females  of  the  upper 
classes  are  seen  in  the  streets  alone,  or  arm-in- 
arm with  their  husbands.  Women  of  the  town 
pass  under  the  name  of  servantsi  and  are  taxed 
by  the  police.  Even  this  unfortunate  class  keep 
up  some  appearance  of  devotion,  and  when  they 
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receive  their  visitors,  cover  their  sacred  images, 
and  extinguish  the  lights,  which  are,  at  other 
times,  kept  burning  before  them.  Nurses,  who 
carry  children  abroad,  are  distinguished  by  a  par- 
ticular dress^  especially  that  which  they  wear  on 
the  head  :  this  is  a  red  cap,  with  a  high  tiara  in 
front,  richly  eipbroidered  with  gold  lace. 

The  priests  seem  to  be  generaUy  brawny 
figures,  and  with  dark  complexions.  They  wear 
broad  hats  like  those  of  Quakers,  and  bushy  hair 
hanging  over  their  backs ;  to  judge,  also,  both 
fh>m  their  stature  and  corpulency,  they  do  not 
appear  to  be  much  addicted  to  abstinence  and 
mortification ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  bear  in  their 
persons  evidence  of  their  enjoying  the  good 
things  of  this  life. 

The  Nevsky  Prospect,  or  Perspective,  maybe 
considered  as  the  Bond  Street,  or,  from  its  great 
extent,  as  the  Oxford  Street  of  St  Petersburg, 
it  being  upwards  of  two  English  miles  in  length, 
and  of  great  width.  It  forms  a  great  thorough* 
fkre  to  different  parts  of  the  city,  and  is  the 
public  promenade  for  carriages,  and  the  place 
where  all  the  fashion  of  the  capital  is  displayed. 
The  houses  here  are  very  irregularly  built,  many 
of  them  being  lofty,  while  others  are  mere  huts, 
not  more  than  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  in  height. 
There  is  a  large  warehouse  on  the  first  story  of 
a  building  in  this  street,  for  the  sale  of  goods  ma- 
niifiictured  in  England  and  Scotland ;  and  such 
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has  been  the  success  attending  this  establirft*- 
ment,  that  three  persons,  who  have  successively 
carried  it  on,  have  realised  very  handsome 
fortunes. 

The  General  Post-office  contains  several  apart- 
ments, where  are  clerks  who  speak  all  languages. 
The  merchants  enjoy  the  privilege  of  depositing 
their  letters,  and  receiving  those  addressed  to 
them,  earlier  than  other  people.  A  person  with 
a  drawn  sword  stands  at  the  principal  entrance, 
another  within  it ;  and  we  remarked  a  mute  nun 
stationed  at  one  door,  in  a  long  black  robe,  with 
a  painted  board  in  her  hand,  soliciting  charity. 
Although  it  may  be  presumed  there  can  be  only 
one  opinion  as  to  the  sacredness  of  letters  pass- 
ing through  the  post-office,  yet  in  this  country  it 
appears  to  be  otherwise.  Curiosity  and  jealousy 
are  so  vigilantly  alive  as  to  correspondence  with 
foreign  parts,  that  letters  are  often  opened  with- 
out tixe  slightest  degree  of  ceremony,  and  after- 
wards receive  the  office  seal  without  any  apology 
being  considered  to  be  necessary  for  this  breach 
of  public  faith  and  trust ;  indeed  such  a  viola* 
tion  is  often  known  to  extend  to  the  letters  of  the 
ministers  themselves,  as  also  to  those  of  persons  of 
the  highest  rank ;  and  should  they  touch  on  any 
thing  respecting  political  matters,  the  writer  is  in 
danger  of  bemg  sent  on  a  trip  to  Siberia.  One 
good  regulation  here,  for  checking  imposition, 
and  ensuring  the  regular  delivery  of  letters,  is  to 
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enter  in  a  book  tfie  name  of  the  persons  to  whom 
they  are  addressed ;  and  who>  on  receiving  their 
letters^  sign  their  name  opposite  to  the  address. 
I  would  advise  travellers  to  be  extremely  cautious 
as  to  the  subjects  on  which  they  write,  and  alto- 
gether silent  as  to  politics ;  and  might  further 
suggest  the  same  thing  to  correspondents  in 
England,  as  they  may  else  involve  their  friends 
in  great  trouble. 

One  custom  observed  among  the  military, 
struck  us  as  unnecessary  in  itself^  and  most  an« 
noying  to  the  soldiers:  for  instance,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  any  place  where  a  company 
of  soldiers  are  stationed,  the  guard  is  ordered  to 
be  on  the  look-out,  and  see  whether  any  mili- 
tary officer  be  coming*  Thus,  suppose  a  soldier 
stationed  at  the  bottom  of  the  Hay-market, 
another  at  Charing  Cross,  a  third  in  Parliament 
Street,  and  a  fourth  on  Westminster  Bridge^  to 
give  a  signal  to  the  guards  that  a  general,  or  supe- 
rior officer,  is  proceeding  down  the  Hay-market, 
or  from  Westminster  Bridge,  whether  he  is  on 
foot,  on  horseback,  or  in  a  carriage,  on  his  pass- 
ing the  guards,  the  whole  company  would  turn 
out,  draw  up  into  line,  and  salute  as  he  passes. 
We  had  frequent  opportunities  of  witnessing  thi9 
piece  of  military  etiquette,  as  the  windows  of 
our  apartments  looked  into  the  Admiraliy  Square, 
one  of  the  most  frequented  parts  of  the  town,  it 
being  at  the  extremity  of  the  Nevsky,  Admi- 
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ralty,  and  Vosnesenskoi  Prospects,  and  many 
other  streets,  which  here  converge  to  a  point. 
Numerous  officers  are  continually  passing,  when 
the  guard  invariably  turn  out,  and  make  a  salute 
with  as  much  form  as  at  a  review.  The  soldiers 
are  often  disturbed  during  their  meals,  and 
stand  chewing  the  food  they  have  just  put  into 
their  mouths,  not  having  had  time  to  swallow  it. 
The  out-posts,  if  they  may  be  so  called,  must  not 
only  be  vigilant,  but  the  soldier  on  guard  must 
also  keep  a  sharp  eye  to  catch  their  signal,  other* 
wise  he  is  subject  to  punishment. 

The  uniform  of  the  guards  is  dark  green, 
with  red  cuffs  and  capes,  large  swords,  broad 
white  belts,  leather  caps  fastened  under  the 
chin,  and  a  long  upright  feather  in  front ;  white 
pantaloons  during  summer,  with  gaiters  of  the 
same  colour,  and  red  leather  straps  on  the  back  of 
their  muskets.  In  their  gait  they  are  more  stiff 
and  formally  erect  than  the  Prussians.  Some  of 
the  regiments  bear  names  not  a  little  singular, 
such  as  "  Ishmael,  Simeon,  and  Resurrection." 

Many  natives  of  Great  Britain  are  to  be 
found,  not  only  in  the  army,  but  also  in  the 
navy  of  Russia.  The  pay  of  a  private  is  3  rubles 
13^  copecs,  per  month  •  ;  that  of  a  grenadier  is 
«1^  copecs  more,  besides  clothing  and  boots. 

*  During  the  period  of  Edward  III.  our  soldiers  received 
6d.  per  day  ;  which  may  be  considered  equal  to  about  5s.  of 
our  present  money. 
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An  inferior  officer  has  5  rubles  22  copecs }  and 
some  are  allowed  22  rubles  yearly^  as  table 
money^  with  the  addition  of  servants  and  quar- 
ters. The  pay  of  a  colonel  is  2200  rubles ;  that 
of  a  major  800  ^  and  they  enjoy  the  same  pri- 
vileges as  our  members  of  parliament,  inasmuch 
as  they  cannot  be  arrested  for  debt  With 
respect  to  the  actual  force  of  the  Russian  army, 
it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  military,  much  mystery  being  affected 
respecting  this  point,  although  they  may  be 
computed  at  above  one  million  of  men.  Not 
one  half,  however,  are  to  be  considered  as  either 
positively  serving,  or  as  capable  of  being  called 
immediately  into  action.  The  imperial  guards 
may  be  calculated  at  40,000.  The  Russians 
have  an  aversion  to  docking  the  tails  of  horses, 
regarding  this  appendage  to  the  animals  rather 
as  a  natural  ornament,  than  a  superflupus  ex- 
crescence; we,  on  the  contrary,  think,  that 
nature  blundered  when  she  gave  them  this  addi- 
tional weight  to  carry,  and  humanely  relieve 
them  of  the  burden*  A  number  of  these  ani- 
mals were  at  one  time  imported  from  England, 
for  some  regiments;  but  unfortunately  hap- 
pened to  have  short  tails.  In  consequence  of 
this,  in  order  that  they  might  correspond  as 
much  as  possible  with  the  Russian  horses,  the 
Emperor  once  ordered  false  tails  to  be  fastened 
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to  them,  some  of  which  actually  dropped  off 
during  a  review,  to  the  no  small  merriment  of 
the 'spectators,  and  not  without  some  sarcastical 
reflections  on  English  taste. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  was  often  to  be  seen  on 
horseback  inspecting  the  troops,  and  also  dri- 
ving about  in  his  droshka,  like  a  private  in- 
dividual, without  even  a  single  attendant,  ex« 
cept  the  driver.  Indeed  he  used  frequently 
to  walk  alone  in  the  streets,  and  along  the 
quays,  in  the  dress  of  a  private  gentleman ; 
and  would  return  the  bow  of  any  one  who 
saluted  him.  His  consort,  too,  a£fected  little 
pomp,  leading  a  most  retired  life ;  nor  did  she 
ever  interfere  at  all  in  state  affidrs.  We  fre- 
quently  saw  her  riding  in  a  plain  carriage,  with 
few  attendants,  being  unwilling  to  attract  notice. 

In  80  high  a  latitude  as  that  of  St  Petersburg, 
the  fVosts  are,  of  course,  exceedingly  sev^« ; 
and  when  they  set  in,  the  Neva  is  blocked  up 
for  months.  Experience  has  proved  that,  since 
171 8,  the  earliest  period  this  river  is  frozen  over 
is  the  middle  of  October  j  and  the  latest,  the 
end  of  December ;  while  it  never  breaks  up 
before  the  2Sd  of  March,  nor  later  than  the  30th 
of  April.  Since  IJ^fh  the  greatest  degree  of 
cold  experienced  during  winter,  is  33^  and  the 
greatest  heat  in  summer  27%  Reaumur.  The 
cold,  in  fact,  is  so  intense,  that  icicles  may  be 
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aeen  on  the  beards  of  the  men,  and  the  very 
spittle  aknost  freezes  on  their  lips.* 

It  is  supposed  that,  upon  an  average  of  ten 
years,  there  are  only  97  bright  days  in  each  i  10^ 
of  rain ;  73  of  snow ;  and  9S  of  unsettled  wea- 
ther ;  and  it  has  been  known  that  eighty  storms 
have  occurred  in  the  course  of  a  single  year. 
To  this  may  be  added,  that  the  shortest  day  is 
only  five  hours  and  a  half.  As  soon  as  winter 
begins  to  set  in,  double  windows  are  put  up  in  the 
houses,  and  their  joints  are  covered  with  pasted 
paper.  During  the  most  severe  frosts,  hardy 
females  may  be  seen  for  hours  standing  at 
apertures  in  the  ice,  washing  linen.  At  this 
season^  a  person  may  imagine  himself  here  in 
two  different  climates ;  in  a  southern  or  green-i 
house  temperature  within  doors,  from  the  pro- 
digious heat  kq[>t  up  by  the  stoves  in  the 
apartments ;  and  abroad,  in  all  the  rigours  of  a 
polar  district.  It  may  be  added,  that  in  conse* 
quenoeof  the  variety  of  this  climate,  a  particular 

*  Instances  frequently  occur  of  the  face  being  frozen, 
and  if  the  part  be  not  rubbed  with  anow^  so  as  to  restore  car* 
culatioQ»  very  serious  consequences  may  ensue,  especially 
on  incautiously  entering  a  warm  room.  The  person  him- 
self is  not  sensible  of  any  particular  pain,  nor  would  he  be 
aware  of  the  circumstance  if  not  informed  of  it.  A  friend  of 
mine,  not  wiahtng  to  rui|  the  risk  of  suffering  for  want  of 
being  timely  apprised  of  his  danger,  used,  on  going  abroad  in 
very  cold  weather,  to  carry  a  small  pocket-mirror  in  his 
hand,  that  he  might  see  whe^er  any  white  spots  appeared  on 
his  face ;  for  wheneTer  they  do,  the  flesh  is  frozen. 
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arrangement  is  made  in  most  of  the  churches. 
For  instance,  the  ground  floor  contains  a  warm, 
and  above  is  a  cool  apartment ;  in  the  former^ 
service  is  performed  in  winter ;  and  in  the  latter^ 
during  summer.     It  is  in  winter  that  this  ca- 
pital presents  the  most  curious  scene ;  for  then 
there  is  both  sledging  and  skaiting,  as  far  as 
Cronstadt ;  and  quite  a  fair  on  the  river,  where 
the   favourite  amusement  of  the  icebergs,  or 
<<  Russian  mountains,"  forms  a  striking  feature  in 
the  gay,  busy  scene.     Should  a  traveller  happen 
to  be  here  at  this  time,  let  me  advise  him  to  be 
extremely  cautious  in  being  on  the  ice  at  a  late 
hour,  otherwise  he  may  find  a  watery  grave,  not 
from  accident,  but  from  the  atrocious  villany  of 
the  Droshka  drivers,  who  have  been  known  to 
murder  those  who  engage  them.     Incredible  as 
it  may  appear,  they  have  large  holes  bored  in 
the  ice,  into  which  they  contrive  to  upset  the 
passengers,  so  as  to  drown  them,  for  the  purpose 
of  plundering  them  of  their  clothes  and  money. 
This  fact  is  altogether  beyond  contradiction; 
and  a  remarkable  instance  occurred  only  last 
year.     One  of  these  wretches  was  discovered, 
who  had  been  guilty  of  many  crimes  of  this  de- 
scription, for  a  length  of  time ;  and  at  last  he 
confessed  his  atrocities,  and  was  convicted. 

The  Droshka,  or,  more  properly  speaking, 
Drozhki  (from  Doroga,  a  road^,  is  a  vehicle, 
consisting  of  a  bench,  with  springs  under  it,  rest- 
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iog  upon  four  small  wheels :  it  is  hung  very  low, 
and  without  any  cover.  Immediately  behind  the 
horse,  the  Izvoshtshik,  or  driver,  sits  on  a  low 
seat,  so  that  the  animal  hinders  his  view.  These 
vdbicles  are  constructed  of  various  shapes :  some 
have  elbows,  or  projecting  boards,  to  recline  on, 
and  a  fbot-board  covered  with  leather  flaps,  and 
there  are  seats  for  persons  on  each  side,  as  well  as 
at  the  back ;  others  have  a  roof^  and  many  have 
only  backs.  Theyare  very  light,  having  no  sides ; 
and  many  of  them  are  ornamented,  and  painted 
in  rather  a  gay  style.  In  general,  they  contain 
only  two  persons  comfortably,  besides  the  driver  j 
but  their  principal  advantage  is  the  facility  with 
which  you  can  leap  out  and  into  them,  and  the 
speed  at  which  you  are  driven.  The  horses  are 
small,  and  the  drivers  shabby,  with  a  plate  of 
lead  on  their  backs,  and  a  number ;  nor  are  they, 
as  it  may  be  supposed,  distinguished  for  clean- 
liness, so  that  their  smell  is  most  offensive ;  con- 
trasted, therefore,  with  these  fellows,  those  who 
diive  the  common  stages  into  London  may  be 
considered  perfect  gentlemen ;  and  indeed  En- 
glish coachmen  are  far  neater  in  their  appear- 
ance, and  also  far  better  informed  as  to  places 
and  objects  on  the  roads,  than  those  of  any 
other  country  I  have  visited  in  the  course  of 
my  various  travels.  A  common  droshka  may 
be  hired  for  one  and  a  half  ruble,  or  1^.  3d.  per 
hour. 
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Every  one  here,  who  wishes  to  be  thought 
comme  ilfaat,  or  has  any  pretensions  to  &shioii» 
drives  four  horses ;  for  a  carriage  and  pair  is  con- 
sidered a  very  mean  equipage,  and  obtains  no 
more  respect  than  a  hackney  coadi  in  London* 
Hence  one  of  the  former  description  is  quite 
indispensable  to  those  who  visit  among  persona 
of  rank ;  yet,  however  elegant  the  carriage  may 
be,  the  postilions  and  coachmen  are  generaHy 
dirty  in  the  extreme.  The  latter  wears  a  long 
beard  ;  while  his  face  is  enveloped  in  hair,  which 
is  considered  a  great  ornament,  and  his  visage 
quite  obscured  by  his  hat.  The  leaders  are 
placed  at  an  extraordinary  distance  from  the 
other  horses,  and  a  young  urchin,  as  dirty 
as  a  lamp-lighter,  sits  on  the  right  horse, 
wrapped  up  in  a  coat  that  might  contain  three 
persons  of  his  size ;  his  hat,  also,  almost  covers 
his  face ;  and  a  dirty  sash  round  his  waist,  a  shirt 
open  at  tlie  neck,  and  wide  boots  —  ignorant  of 
either  Warren's  or  Hunt's  "  matchless"  black- 
ing —  complete  his  costume. 

The  horses  themselves  look  as  uncouth  as 
their  drivers,  neither  their  manes  nor  tails  being 
trimmed  or  cropped.  Respecting  the  harness, 
as  little  can  be  said  in  its  favour;  the  traces 
being  sometimes  of  ropes  that  would  absolutely 
be  a  disgrace  to  the  worst  hackney-coach  in 
London.  The  footmen  behind  are  greasy  and 
dirty,  tricked  out  in  shabby  finery,  that  looks  like 
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some  of  the  cast-off  wardrobe  of  a  coutitry 
theatre*  The  carriages  are  hung  very  high,  and 
make  a  jingling  offensive  noise ;  but  are  certainly 
well  adapted  to  suit  those  who  like  to  have  their 
bodies  well  shaken.  In  short,  with  regard  to 
their  equipages,  the  Russians  seem  to  have  not 
the  least  idea  of  good  taste  or  propriety ;  for,  pro* 
>ided  there  be  but  a  number  of  horses  and  attend- 
ants, it  is  no  matter  how  slovenly,  miserable,  and 
grotesque  the  whole  set-out  be.  On  the  contrary, 
if  an  Englishman  drives  but  a  gig,  he  likes  to  have 
every  thing  in  perfect  order;  and  be  his  house 
ever  so  small,  he  chooses  to  have  it  furnished 
throughout  in  good  taste ;  should  he,  also,  keep 
only  a  single  servant,  he  will  not  suflfer  him  to 
wait  at  table  with  either  a  dirty  shirt  or  face, 
uncombed  hair,  unbrushed  coat,  or  darned  stock- 
ings.  The  combination  of  paltry  splendour  and 
poverty,  or,  at  least,  the  signs  of  it,  so  common 
on  the  Continent,  appears  at  once  disgusting 
and  ludicrous  in  our  eyes.  No  doubt,  a  carriage 
and  six  has  something  imposing  in  the  name;  but 
such  an  equipage  in  Russia  is  very  difierent  from 
what  it  would  be  in  England.*  Instead,  too,  of 
finery  compensating  for  squalidity,  when  we  find 
these  together,  the  latter  invariably  destroys  all 

*  Private  carriages  with  six  horses  were  introduced  into 
England  in  1619,  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ;  and  by  way 
of  ridiculing  this  piece  of  vanity,  the  Duke  of  Northumber* 
land  appeared  with  eight. 
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the  effect  of  the  former.  It  may  be  all  very 
well  to  display  diamond  riiigs»  but  then  soiled 
hands  and  dirty  nails  are  by  no  means  improi^ed 
by  such  an  addition  :  on  the  contrary,  they  would 
have  the  appearance  of  being  doubly  filthy.  It 
will  be  some  time,  it  is  to  be  feared,  before  this 
nation  studies  and  adopts  the  simple  munditiis^ 
which,  although  but  a  negative  merit,  is  one  for 
the  absence  of  which  no  finery  can  atone. 

Many  anecdotes  might  be  introduced,  to  show 
the  wonderful  imposing  effect  of  driving  with 
four  horses.*  The  following,  however,  may  be 
quite  sufficient:  a  naval  officer  told  us,  that 
wishing  to  have  an  audience  of  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  he  proceeded  to  his  house  in  a  plain 
dress,  and  in  a  carriage  and  pair ;  when  he  was 
at  once  told  he  was  not  at  home.  It  instantly 
occurred  to  him  that  he  had  omitted  to  come  in 
proper  state.  He  accordingly  returned  home, 
put  on  his  uniform,  ordered  two  additional  horses, 
drove  off  again,  and  was  politely  requested  to 
walk  up  stairs  into  the  presence  of  the  great  man. 

*  About  five  years  after  coaches  first  began  to  be  used 
in  England,  in  1605»  one  Anderson,  ft  native  6t  Stralsund 
in  Pomerania,  offered  to  bring  from  tliat  country  to  Scot- 
land coaches  and  waggons,  with  horses  and  servants  to 
attend  them,  provided  a  privilege  was  confisrred  on  him  of 
keeping  them ;  and  a  royal  pfttent  was  granted  to  him  ac- 
cordingly for  fifteen  years,  to  keep  coaches  to  run  between 
Edinburgh  and  Leith.  So  that  it  would  appear  such  con* 
veyances  were  then  intended  only  for  these  towns. 
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The  Cossacks  are  to  be  seen  scampering 
along)  mounted  in  short  stimips  on  their  shabby 
small  horses,  which  appear  never  to  have  felt  a 
currycomb.  I  may,  indeed,  remark  generally, 
that  the  Rusftans  pique  themselves  upon  an 
ostentatious  show  of  grandeur  in  this  respect,  as 
well  as  in  their  entertainments,  and  their  crowd 
of  servants  —  most  of  whom  are  mere  slaves  from 
their  estates.  In  short,  whatever  is  showy  or 
dazzling  is  admired ;  and  even  the  ladies  seem 
to  study  mere  finery  in  dress  more  than  elegance 
or  good  taste. 

In  my  volume  on  Sweden,  I  adverted  to  the 
conduct  of  Gustavus,  whose  abdication  was  alto* 
gether  a  voluntaiy  act,  and  who  has  now  become 
a  wanderer  on  the  Continent  The  latest  ac- 
counts respecting  this  ex-monarch  inform  us  that 
he  was  studying  the  Turkish  language  at  Leipsic, 
previously  to  setting  out  for,  and  taking  up  his 
residence  in,  that  country.  We  here  learned  the 
stratagems  and  deep-laid  schemes  which  were 
exercised  on  the  part  of  the  Empress  Catherine, 
in  order  to  inveigle  Gustavus  into  an  alliance 
with  the  imperial  family,  and  the  firmness  he 
displayed  on  that  occasion,  notwithstanding  his 
extreme  youth  and  inexperience.  His  deter<- 
mined  adherence  to  the  principles  of  bis  faith 
and  religion  cannot  fail  to  reflect  the  highest 
honour  on  him,  in  spite  of  his  foibles,  and  that 
very  impolitic  line  of  conduct  he  has  since  puri^ 
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sued*  Catherine^  whose  grand  object  was  power 
and  empire,  induced  the  King,  during  his  mi- 
nority, to  pay  a  visit  to  her  capital.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  he  arrived  here  in  August  1796, 
¥dth  his  uncle,  the  Duke  of  Sudermania,  who 
then  acted  in  the  capacity  of  his  guardian,  and 
took  up  his  residence,  not  in  any  of  the  palaces 
of  the  imperial  family,  but  at  the  hotel  of  the 
Swedish  ambassador.  At  this  tim&  the  King 
was  a  mere  stripling,  in  his  seventeenth  year, 
whose  eyes  were  dazzled  by  military  spectacles, 
and  by  the  grandeur  of  the  Russian  court ;  and 
after  he  had  been  presented  to  the  Arch*duchess 
who  was  designed  for  him,  the  marriage  was  fixed 
to  be  solemnized  on  the  21st  of  September* 

On  this  occasion  every  artifice  was  contrived  to 
captivate  the  royal  youth,  every  device  resorted 
to  in  order  to  dazzle  and  fascinate  him*  A  mag-- 
nificent  throne  was  erected,  when  the  Empress 
arrived  in  great  state,  confident  of  the  success  of 
her  plans,  and  that  no  obstacles  could  arise  to 
defeat  the  accomplishment  of  her  wishes*  The 
marriage-articles  were  sent  to  the  King ;  but  on 
perusing  them,  he  was  overwhelmed  with  asto* 
nishment  at  discovering  they  contained  terms  to 
which  he  had  never  given  his  assent,  and  dia- 
metrically opposite  to  his  feelings.  Gustavus 
immediately  returned  them,  nor  could  he  by 
any  solicitations  be  prevailed  upon  to  subscribe 
the  contract,  under  qualifications  so  highly  in- 
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jurioiis  to  the  great  cause  of  religion  in  the 
country  over  which  he  was  to  wield  the  royal 
sceptre;  for  the  Empress  stipulated  that  the 
bride  should  still  continue  to  profess  the  doctrines 
of  the  Greek  church,  and  had  moreover  bound 
down  Sweden  to  enter  into  engagements  against 
France.  The  prince  continued  inflexible,  and  the 
alliance  was  thus  suddenly  broken  off.  If  the  mo* 
narch  did  not  raise  himseli,  by  this  act,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  Russians,  he  had  at  least  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  he  had  gained  the  applause 
of  his  own  subjects,  whose  religion  he  had  so 
nobly  resolved  to  maintain  and  guard  against  any 
innovation  that  might  be  attempted  to  be  intra* 
duced.  Had  this  alliance  taken  place,  according 
to  the  conditions  made  by  the  crafty  Catherine, 
it  requires  no  depth  of  penetration  to  discover  that 
Lutheranism  would  have  been  completely  over- 
turned, and  the  tenets  of  the  Greek  church  sub- 
stituted for  it;  and,  in  all  probability,  too,  civil 
war  in  Sweden  would  have  been  the  consequence. 
This  obstinacy  on  the  part  of  the  young  Prince, 
was  looked  upon  as  a  species  of  high  treason 
against  the  mighty  Catherine,  whose  word  was 
held  to  be  a  law  ;  the  nobles  were  overwhelmed 
with  astonishment,   and  her  pride  received  a 
wound  which  neither  the  gaiety  of  a  court,  nor 
the  splendour  of  pompous  entertainments,  could 
either  dissipate  or  conceal.     The  mortification 
of  the  Empress  on  this  occasion  is  said  to  have 
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greatly  contributed  to  accelerate  her  death^ 
which  occurred  on  the  5th  of  the  following 
November.  That  Catherine  repeatedly  sacri- 
ficed justice  and  ambition,  cannot  be  questioned; 
neither  is  it  possible  to  offer  any  apology  for  the 
dissoluteness  of  her  private  life^  or  for  her  con- 
duct as  regards  the  partition  of  Poland,  and 
many  other  acts  that  have  stained  her  name; 
still  she  must  undoubtedly  be  ranked  as  a  great 
sovereign,  and  unquestionably  did  much  for  the 
civilization  of  Russia,  and  towards  maturing  the 
plans  that  had  been  commenced  by  Peter.  In 
this  respect,  at  least,  she  may  be  held  up  as  a 
model  for  her  successors ;  and  it  is  to  be  wished 
that  while  they  imitate  her  patriotism,  they  may 
cautiously  avoid  those  errors  which  marked  both 
her  public  and  private  life. 
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Neoa.  —  Inundations.  —  That  of  the  year  1824  described. 
'-^Greei  religion. — Toleration. — Kazan  church. — Catholic 
church.  —  Monument  to  Moreau.  •«  English  church. 

At  those  times  when  the  Neva  is  not  frozen,  it 
exhibits  a  gay  and  lively  feature,  in  consequence 
of  the  number  of  vessels,  barges,  and  scullers 
moving  on  its  surface  in  all  directions,  and  like- 
wise  from  the  continual  throng  on  the  wooden 
bridge  opposite  to  the  statue  of  Peter  the  Great, 
which  is  always  occupied  by  pedestrians  and  car- 
riages. During  winter,  this  bridge  is  removed  till 
the  ice  breaks  up.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  very  paltry  one 
for  such  a  great  capital ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  nature  of  the  stream,  and  the  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  masses  of  floating  ice» 
prevent  a  stone  bridge  from  being  constructed,  as 
it  would  add  so  much  to  the  grandeur  of  a  scene 
that  in  every  other  respect  is  truly  interesting, 
whether  we  consider  the  river  itself,  its  granite 
quays,  or  ^he  stately  edifices  that  line  its  banks. 
In  this  latter  respect,  the  Neva  presents  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  Thames ;  which  is  almost  as  care- 
fully excluded  from  view  as  if  we  were  ashamed 
of  it,  and  which,  notwithstanding  its  noble 
bridges,  contributes  littie  to  the  embellishment 
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of  the  British  metropolis.  In  the  event,  how- 
ever, of  a  stone  bridge  being  erected,  the  plan 
that  is  adopted  at  Frankfort  for  diminishing  the 
force  of  ice,  might  be  introduced  here.  A 
wooden  shed  of  some  elevation  above  the  water, 
is  built  so  as  to  form  an  inclined  plane  to  the 
current,  by  which  means  the  body  of  ice  is  split ; 
and  between  this  and  the  bridge  is  placed  a  simi- 
lar contrivance,  so  that  when  the  masses  of  ice 
;come  in  contact  with  it,  they  are  again  divided 
into  smaller  fragments,  and  thus,  on  reaching  the 
bridge,  they  pass  through  without  idjuring  it^ 

Owing  to  the  marshy  situation  of  this  capital, 
and  its  cotitiguity  to  the  river,  it  has  always  been 
-subject  to  inundations  from  the  overflowing  of 
the  Neva,  assisted  by  tributary  streams  and  high 
winds*  Tragical,  indeed,  is  the  detail  that  might 
be  entered  into  of  the  catastrophes  that  have 
occurred  from  time  to  time,  by  the  loss  of  human 
dives  and  the  destruction  of  property,  occasioned 
by  the  rising  of  the  overwhelming  element.  Of 
these  inundations  the  most  remarkable  are  the 
efoUowing :  ^  On  the  26th  of  November,  1752, 
the  river  rose  8  feet  5  inches ;  on  the  10th  of 
September,  I777,  the  elevation  of  the  waters  was 
10 feet,  7 inches;  and  on  the  26th  of  the  ^ame 
month,  7  feet.  In  November,  I796,  which  was 
the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Catherine,  it  was 
17  feet  higher,  and  the  whole  city  was  laid  under 
water.    The  loss  of  lives  amounted  to  15,000 — 
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a  mo6t  serious  calamity  to  this  capital,  where 
there  is  evinced  so  great  an  anxiety  to  extend 
the  population.  Another  inundation  happened 
on  the  7th  of  November,  1824,  when  the  river 
rose  IS  feet,'  8  inches,  above  its  ordinary  level. 
A  variety  of  facts  are  given  as  to  this  last  ca- 
lamity. Before,  however,  proceeding  to  these, 
it  may  be  of  importance  to  state,  that  on  the 
waters  threatening  an  inundation  of  the  capital, 
four  red  flags  are  hoisted  upon  the  top  of  the 
Admiralty  steeple,  as  the  first  signal  to  the  inha- 
bitants who  occupy  the  lower  apartments ;  and 
on  tiieir  continuing  to  rise,  four  white  flags 
are  substituted  for  the  red  ones,  to  denote  the 
increased  danger.*  Guns  are  likewise  fired  at  in- 
tervals from  the  fortress,  to  warn  those  who  may 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  signals  j 
and  after  dark  four  lamps  are  substituted  for  the 
flags.  Hence  all  have  time  afibrded  them  of 
making  arrangements  for  the  personal  safety  of 
themselves  and  families,  and  meeting  this  formi- 
dable enemy. 

On  the  night  of  the  24th  of  November,  the 
lamps  were  hung  round  the  top  of  the  steeple,  in 
consequence  of  a  strong  westerly  wind  impeding 
the  rapid  current  from  Lake  Ladoga,  and  there- 
by causing  a  tremendous  swell  in  the  Neva  and 
all  the  canals.     By  twelve  o'clock  the  following 

*  See  these  represeuted  in  the  view  of  the  admiralty 
quarter. 
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day,  nearly  the  whole  city  was  laid  under  water, 
and  a  scene  of  horror  ensued  that  absolutely 
baffles  description ;  for  sentry-boxes,  timber,  fur- 
niture, and  all  kinds  of  provisions  might  be  seen 
floating  in  enormous  masses  along  the  streets, 
while  dark  rolling  clouds  added  to  the  frightful 
spectacle,  and  the  water  dashed  over  the  roofs 
of  the  highest  houses.     In  one  quarter  of  the 
town,    that    called   the   Smolensky,    the  very 
mansions  of  the  dead  were  invaded,  graves  torn 
open,  and  the  coffins  everywhere  floated  about 
The  water  was  now  7  feet  above  the  pavements 
in  all  parts  of  the  city.     Many  persons,  never 
supposing  it  would  attain  such  a  height,  had  left 
their  houses  to  witness  the  increase  of  the  Neva ; 
but,  alas !  on  attempting  to  return  to  them,  pe- 
rished in  the  flood.     All  the  bridges  were  swept 
away,  and  the  broken  barges,  rafts  of  wood,  gal- 
liots, and  vessels  of  various  descriptions  carried 
along  with  them  the  lamp-posts,  smashed  the 
windows,    were  hurling  to  and  fro,  and  some 
of  the  streets  choked  up  by  them.     In  another 
quarter,  the  Vassili  Ostrov,  where  most  of  the 
houses  are  of  wood,    the  destruction  was  tre- 
mendous ;  for  these  buildings  were  torn  up  from 
their  very  foundations,  and  entirely  swept  away, 
with  the  dead  bodies  of  their  inmates.     Amidst 
these  scenes  of  horror,  many  instances  of  truly 
wonderful,  and  almost  providential  rescue  from 
destruction  occurred,  among  which  the  following 
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deserve  to  be  noticed :  •—  In  one  house  that  was 
surrounded  with  water  there  were  several  chil- 
dren, who,  as  the  flood  increased,  first  had  recourse 
to  a  chair,  and  when  it  reached  the  top  of  that, 
they  mounted  a  table.  In  this  situation,  perilous 
as  it  was,  they  fell  asleep,  and  on  awaking,  found 
that  their  floating  conch  nearly  touched  the 
ceiling ;  by  this  means,  however,  they  were  mi- 
raculously saved.  The  second  instance  is,  that 
of  a  cradle  being  carried  away  by  the  flood,  with 
a  male  child  in  it,  who,  like  another  Moses,  was 
thus  wonderfully  preserved.  A  wooden  house, 
having  been  lifted  from  its  foundation,  was  set 
afloat  and  washed  into  the  Admiralty>yard,  and 
on  searching  this,  it  was  found  to  contain  much 
property.  On  the  waters  subsiding,  the  dead 
body  of  a  female  was  found  kneeling,  in  the  act 
of  supplicating  to  the  image  of  a  saint  affixed  to 
the  walL  Throughout  the  city  all  was  terror, 
despair,  and  dismay;  for  the  terrified  inhabitants 
imagined  ageneral  deluge  wasabout  to  take  place.* 
But  it  would  occupy  too  much  space  to  explain 
the  further  horrors  of  the   whole  of  this  most 

^  An  anecdote  is  given  of  a  soldier  during  the  inundation 
of  1796,  illustrative  of  a  strong  sense  of  duty.  He  was  on 
sentry  at  the  palace,  and  the  water  had  reached  to  his  thighs, 
when  the  Empress,  who  saw  him  from  a  window,  commanded 
him  to  retire.  This,  however,  he  refused  to  do,  although  he 
was  aware  that  it  was  the  Empress  herself  who  spoke  to  him } 
observing  to  her  that  he  could  not  quit  his  post  unless  his 
seijeant  sent  another  to  relieve  him. 

u  3 


S94  VESSELS   WITH   HAY. 

heart-rending  scene,  the  very  contemplatron  of 
which  shakes  our  nerves;  or  to  dwell  upon  the 
destruction,  the  loss  of  property,  and  the  number 
of  human  beings  carried  down  the  Gulf  ci  Fin- 
land witli  the  retiring  waters.  According  to  one 
calculation,  480  lives  were  sacrificed)  and  one-half 
of  these  were  in  the  environs.  Out  of  1 987  per- 
sons, whose  lives  and  health  had  been  endan- 
gered, no  more  than  40  died ;  and  about  15,000 
individuals  received  relief  in  provisions,  &c.  to 
the  amount  of  898,640  rubles.  There  were  462 
houses  carried  off  by  the  overwhelming  flood, 
and  3681  damaged. 

On  this  river  the  particular  district  to  which 
each  boat  belongs,  is  marked  on  its  stem.  Ves- 
sels arrive,  piled  with  hay  to  a  most  astonish- 
ing height —  so  mudi  as  to  eiidanger  their  being' 
upset.  In  point  of  size  these  floating  masses  are 
almost  equal  to  the  lai^est  hay^stacks  in  Eng- 
land, and  when  viewed  from  a  i&tance,  they 
have  the  appearance  of  so  many  thatched  huts^ 
or  small  villages. 

The  tenets  of  faith  maintained  by  the  Rus- 
sians, constitute  what  has  been  denominated  the 
Greek  religicMi.  To  a  superficial  observer,  look- 
ing only  at  the  external  acts  of  devotion  usual 
among  the  people,  they  might  appear  to  be  a 
counterpart  of  those  of  the  Catholic  church. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  case ;  for  the  former 
differs  considerably  from  the  Litter,  and  one  of 


i(s  es^iUshed  principles  is  an  ^baplute  r^eqtipn 
of  the  authority  of  the  Pope  in  ecclesiastical 
affairs.  But  what  cannot  possibly  fail  to  striKe 
us  as  partakiQg  of  the  leaven  of  popery  is,  that 
although  the  worshipping  of  images  is  so  po^si- 
t^vely  forbidden,  and  the  force  of  the  divine  law 
ifi  this  respect  is  admitted,  the  Russians  ^or3hip 
the  pictures  of  saints ;  and  yet,  strange  to  say, 
will  not  admit  any  sculpture  whatever  into  their 
churches !  •  The  walls  of  the  churches  are  ac- 
tually covered  with  these  effigies^  which  ar^ 
fantastically  ornamented  with  silver,  gold|  and 
precious  stones*  How  far,  however,  the  follow- 
ers of  the  Greek  church  can  reconcile  their 
prostratioja  before  inanimate  objects,  with  the 
ej^press  declaration  of  the  Almighty  himself 
against  it,  it  is  difficult  to  comprehend.  If 
we  con3ult  the  word  of  God,  which  ought  to 
be  an  un&rring  rule  of  judging,  what  is  the  in- 
struction it  conveys  to  us  on  this  momentous 
aul>)ect?  Does  it  not,  jin  the  strongest  language^ 
prohibit  his  creatures  from  making  the  likeness  oi 
any  thing  in  heaven  above,  the  earth  beneath,  or 
the  waters  under  the  earth,  for  the  purpose  of 
worshipping  it  ?  Has  not  one  of  the  prophets 
more  particularly,  when  threatening  the  Jews  on 

*  The  taste  for  ornamentiog  churches  with  paintings  may 
have  been  introduced  fropa  Greece ;  since  the  RuMians  were 
converted  to  the  Christian  faith  by  that  nation,  wbile  it  has 
cerudnly  had  a  considerable  influence  on  their  ^tgipus 
rites,  and  every  thing  relating  to  divine  worship. 
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account  of  their  idolatries,  and  calling  on  them 
to  repent,  said,  "  Will  ye  walk  after  other  gods 
whom  ye  know  not,  and  come  and  stand  before 
me  in  this  house  which  is  called  by  my  name, 
and  say  we  are  delivered  to  do  all  these  abo- 
minations?"* Another  expressly  declares,  "that 
they  shall  be  ashamed  and  confounded,  all  of 
them  shall  go  into  confusion  together,  that  are 
makers  of  idols  ?"f  And  what  is  the  language 
of  an  apostle  in  reference  to  the  same  subject? 
<<  Now  if  any  man  build  upon  this  foundation 
of  gold,  silver,  precious  stones,  wood,  &c.  every 
man's  work  shall  be  made  manifest,  for  the  day 
shall  declare  it,  because  it  shall  be  revealed  by 
&e,  and  the  fire  shall  try  every  man's  work  of 
what  sort  it  is.'*  t  The  royal  psalmist  also  ob- 
serves, **  they  that  make  them,  are  like  unto 
them ;  so  is  every  one  that  trusteth  in  them.'*  § 
It  would  be  tedious,  however,  to  adduce  from 
various  -parts  of  Scripture  ||,  the  positive  denun- 
ciation of  the  Great  Creator  against  a  practice 
which  robs  him  of  that  honour  which  is  exclu- 
sively due  to  His  exalted  name.  I  am  aware 
that  these  observations  may  sound  harsh  in  the 
ears  of  the  Russians ;  but  if  an  angel  came  down 
from  heaven,  and  preached  any  other  doctrine^ 

•  Jertii.  9,  10*  f  I«wah,  xlv.  16. 

t  ICor.iii.  12.15.  §  Ptol.cxxxv.  18. 

II  Rev.  ix.  20.   Esek.  xir.  S.  xxx.  IS.   1  Chron.  xvi.  26. 
Zech.xiii.  2.    2Cor.vi.  16.    Pial.xcvi.  5. 
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let  him  be  accursed*  ^  and  I  say  unto  tbeili, 
<<  Seek  ye  out  of  the  book  of  the  Lord,  and  read/' 
Must  not^  therefore,  the  adoption  of  a  practice  so 
apt  to  be  abused  and  to  d^enerate  into  down- 
right idolatry,  as  that  of  showing  formal  reverence 
for  the  pretended  portraits  of  saints,  tend  both 
to  corrupt  the  a£Pections,  and  to  debase  the  un<- 
derstanding,  to  lead  our  thoughts  and  aspirations 
from  the  Supreme  Being  to  his  creatures  ?  Can 
we,  also,  rationally  think  that  such  devotions  as 
are  offered  to  them  are  pleasing  to  the  saints 
themselves  ?  or,  rather^  would  not  they  be  the 
first  to  deprecate  auch  mistaken  piety,  such 
gross  delusion  ?  Nor  is  it,  after  all,  for  weak  and 
&llible  mortals  to  presume  to  say  whom  the 
Almighty  hath  judged  to  be  so  abundant  in 
righteousness  as  to  deserve,  even  supposing 
any  may  deserve,  to  partake  of  the  semblance 
of  his  power.  Let  heathens  deify  mortals,  and 
people  their  heaven  with  apotheoses ;  but  to  the 
Christian,  let  there  be  but  one  Being  deemed 
worthy  of  receiving  his  homage  —  even  the 
Lord  God. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  Greek  is  the  origi- 
nal, or  principal,  church }  that  the  true  faith  it 
contains  has  not  changed  from  the  beginning, 
and  it  never  did  depart  from  the  apostles* 
church ;  a  title  given  to  it,  from  the  considera- 
tion, that  it  preserved  inviolate  the  doctrines, 

*  Gal.  i.  8. 
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which  had  been  taught  by  these  inspired  cba« 
racters,  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  comer- 
stone.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  argue  on,  and 
show  the  fallacy  of  this  reasoning.  It  reminds 
me  of  an  observation  made  in  a  conversation  I 
had  with  a  monk  at  Rome  on  the  same  sabject, 
who  maintained  that  the  Catholic  was  the  origi-. 
nal  or  mother  church,  all  others  throughout  the 
world  being  sprung  from  it ;  and  to  use  his  own 
expression,  "Pray  what  are  your  churches  in 
England  and  Scotland,  and  dissenters  of  all 
cksses,  but  mere  mongrels  ?  *'  With  regard  to 
the  practice  of  introducing  the  pictures  of  saints 
into  churches,  it  is  contended  by  the  Russian 
clergy,  that  the  act  itself  does  not  indude  a  violap- 
tion  of  the  first  commandment,  when  they  invoke 
departed  saints;  for  they  maintain  that  they  "call 
on  God  and  the  Saviour,  and  address  the  saints 
as  his  servants,  who  enjoy  with  him  a  glorious 
eternity  ;*^  and  in  justification  of  this,  they  assert 
that  the  saints,  when  on  earth,  prayed  for  one 
another,  and  called  upon  others  to  intercede  in 
their  behalf,  as  is  shown  by  passages  in  the 
scriptures.*  This  also  brings  to  recollection  an 
additional  remark  made  by  the  monk:— -on 
mentioning  the  inutility  of  praying  for  those  in 
purgatory,  since  revelation  informed  us,  that 
after  death  there  was  judgment ;  he  dedaittd, 
that  as  the  "  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righte- 

*  Acta  of  the  Apostles,  Paul's  Epistles  to  the  Romans, 
Corinthians,  and  Philemon. 
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0119  man  availeth  much  ^^'^  his  bdirf  waa,  tbit 
although  departed  souls  might  be  experieociiig 
eternal  death,  die  sentence  id  the  Almighty 
would  be  reversed,  and  they  night  enjoy  a  state 
of  happiness  thrcmgh  such  prayers  being  offered 
up !  Yet  admitting,  for  a  moment,  the  validity 
of  diis  reasoning,  what  opinion  can  we  entertain 
of  the  Romish  clergy,  who,  knowing  the  efficacy 
of  their  prayers,  will  not  employ  them  without 
being  paid  ?  —  Let  them  solve  this  disagreeable 
doubt.  Do  not,  also,  such  invocations  virtually 
detract  from  the  merits  of  Him  who  is  the  only 
mediator  between  God  and  man,  and  by  whom 
alone,  under beaven,  the  salvation  of  gailty  crea« 
tiires  can  possibly  be  accomplished  ?  It  is  con- 
tended, however,  that  pictures  are  not  displayed 
as  olgeots  of  worship,  but  to  keep  alive  the 
Christian  faith,  and  commemorate  certain  acts  of 
the  Almighty  and  his  diect  servants ;  a  doctrine 
that  has  been  sounded  in  our  ears  again  and 
again  in  the  Roman  capital,  the  very  focus  of 
Catholicism.  But  in  opposition  to  all  this,  let 
us  attend  to  the  observation  of  one  of  their  most 
zealous  and  bigotted  fathers,  who  holds  an 
exalted  rank  in  the  Greek  church,  and  we  shall 
see  how  he  feels  on  this  subject,  and  his  own  posi- 
tive conviotion  of  the  danger  and  contamination 
arising  from  their  introduction  :  —  "  The  obeis^ 
ance  we  make  before  pictures  we  do  not  render 
to  the  paintings  themselves,  but  to  the  persons 
*  James  v.  15. 16. 
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they  represent,  whom  we  thus  affectionately 
salute.  That  which  is  performed  before  the 
pictures  of  our  Saviour,  and  many  of  the  saints, 
although  to  appearance  the  same,  is  really  differ* 
ent :  the  former  consists  in  humility  before  him 
as  Lord  of  all ;  the  latter  is  a  reverence  shown 
to  his  favourites,  who  are  of  the  same  nature, 
and  church,  and  members  of  the  same  body  as 
ourselves."  The  metropolitan  is  aware  of 
the  pernicious  nature  of  these  images,  in  the 
following  remark  by  way  of  qualification :  — 
^<  Notwithstanding  what  I  have  said,  this  lawful 
and  holy  reverence  of  pictures  mmf  ke  turned  into 
the  most  abominable  sin  qf  idolatry  !  "  He  also 
adds,  by  way  of  caution  to  the  members  of 
the  Greek  church,  <<  It  is  necessary,  therefore, 
for  every  one  to  be  very  watchfid  that  he  be  not 
infected  with  such  errors^  and  remember  that  the 
worship  of  God  can  never  be  sincere,  unless  it 
proceeds  from  a  contrite  and  unfeigned  spirit ; 
and  the  Gospel  requires,  that  the  worshippers 
of  God  should  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in 
TRUTH,  and  not  in  hypocrisy;  and  we  must 
hold  to  the  Divine  Word  alone,  assured  that  it 
contains  the  true  rules  by  which  we  ought  to 
please  the  Almighty." 

Now,  if  revelation  is  to  be  held  as  a  '<  lamp 
to  our  feeti,  and  a  light  to  our  path,"  in  other 
words,  the  infallible  rule  that  is  to  direct  us,  the 
Greek  church  must  to  a  certainty  be  in  a  state 
of  mental  blindness,  if  it  does  not  discover  how 
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Strongly  soch  objects,  and  the  <<  reverencing 
and  yielding  obeisance"  to  them,  are  con- 
demned ;  for  if  the  great  Creator  of  all  be  a 
spirit,  where  can  there  exist  the  necessity  of 
making  pictures,  and  kneeling  before  them,  to 
prompt  his  creatures  to  offer  to  him  that  pro- 
found homage  and  adoration  of  the  heart  which 
is  called  for  ?  The  very  circumstance  alone  of 
having  them  before  their  eyes,  must,  to  a  posi- 
tive certainty,  have  the  efiect  of  diverting  their 
minds,  and  estranging  their  affections  from  him 
who  is  the  living  and  true  God ;  who,  being  in- 
visible, cannot  be  conceived  under  any  form 
cognizable  by  mortal  sense.  *  Here  I  would 
simply  ask,  if  such  nice  distinctions  as  that  made 
by  the  metropolitan,  are  likely  to  be  attended  to 
by  the  great  mass  of  the  people  ?  These  exhU 
bitions  are  really  introduced  to  answer  a  parti- 
cular purpose  of  worship,  not  as  mere  decora- 
tions and  ornaments. 

Many,  who  are  connected  with  the  Greek 
church,  appeared  to  us  to  be  exceedingly  illi- 
terate,   and  to   place    equal,  if  not  greater^ 

*  Without  saying  any  thing  of  the  horrible  profaneness  of 
pretending  to  delineate  the  Supreme  Being,  die  absurdities 
into  which  even  the  greatest  artists  have  fallen  whenever 
they  have  attempted  it,  are  such  as  shock  taste  and  propriety 
equally  with  religious  feeling.  Painters  uniformly  choose  to 
represent  the  Divinity  under  the  form  of  an  a^d  man ;  as  if 
age  was  an  attribute  of  that  Being  who  is  eternal,  and  who 
existed  before  all  worlds ;  —  as  if  the  semblance  of  infirmity 
and  decay  could  belong  to  him  who  is  all  perfection,  -*  to  him 
who  is  mcapable  of  change  I 
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reliance  on  the  observance  of  ceremonteci^  than 
on  spiritual  re%ion.  We  frequently  observed 
them  kneeling  before  these  objects  of  idolatry, 
as  if  they  were  capable  of  working  out  their 
salvation ;  and  during  these  exercises  their  coun<- 
^tenances  evidendy  denoted  that  they  considered 
themselves  to  be  fulfilling  a  religious  duty.  It 
should  be  observed^  too,  that  images,  or  tutelar 
saints,  are  dii^layed  or  stuck  up  in  their  houses ; 
and  so  far  is  such  a  practice  from  tending  to 
cherish  any  thing  like  piety,  that,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  it  rather  familiarises  such  symbols  so 
much  as  to  destroy  those  feelings  of  veneration 
they  are  designed  to  produce.  One  (Mng,  at 
least,  is  certain,  that  in  countries  where  so  much 
respect  is  paid  to  the  externals  of  religion,  to 
the  mere  apparatus  of  holiness,  there  is  less  of 
genuine  religion  and  moral  feeling  than  in  those 
where  there  are  none  of  these  substitutes  for  the 
devotion  of  the  heart  As  a  proof  of  the  gross 
ignorance  prevailing  here,  it  is  related,  that  a 
peasant  hearing  a  clock  strike  in  the  house  of  an 
Enj^ishman,  crossed  himself  and  fell  down  before 
it,  mistaking  it  for  the  owner's  patron  saint !  Ano- 
ther anecdote,  illustrative  of  these  practices^  will 
be  suflScient  to  show  the  besotted  superstition  of 
the  common  people.  A  Russian,  in  the  service 
of  an  Englishman,  being  reproved  by  his  master 
for  indulgence  in  intoxication,  was  asked  how  he 
could  reconcile  such  a  practice  to  his  conscience; 
on  which  he  gravely  answered,  that  he  would 
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merely.have  to  make  application  to  his  saint, 
.who  would  arrange  all  that  was  requisite  as  to 
such  matters.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  multiply 
facts  in  proof  of  that  profound  ignorance  and 
superstition  of  the  multitude.  From  all  that 
passed  under  our  own  observation  in  the  different 
churched  we  visited,  it  appeared  that  the  same 
acts  of  honour  and  adoration  were  offered  to 
these  pictures  as  towards  the  Deity  himself. 
How  devoutly,  then,  is  it  to  be  wished,  that  the 
Greek  church  may  be  purified  from  these  and 
other  idolatrous  practices ! 

Having  spoken  of  their  religious  ceremonies, 
notice  shall  be  taken  of  one  or  two  of  the  numerous 
churches  in  this  capital.  I  will  first  observe,  how- 
everi  that  the  religious  toleration  shown  in  this 
country  to  all  sects,  reflects  honour  upon  the  go- 
vernment, at  the  same  time  that  it  forms  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  petty  and  contemptible  jealousy 
it  exhibits  in  other  matters.  It  is  supposed  that 
the  Divine  Being  is  worshipped  here  in  twelve 
different  languages ;  and  as  six  of  these  churches 
are  to  be  found  in  the  principal  sti^ets,  it  might, 
with  propriety,  be  distinguished  by  the  title  of 
«  Toleration  Street*'  * 


*  It  may  be  interesting  to  mention  here,  that  the  aggregate 
popuktiea«f-the  Globe  amounts  to  828,000,000;  and  ac- 
cording to  a  ciUculation  made  of  the  different  religious  sects, 
the  latter  are  classed  as  follows :  — 
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The  Kazan  church,  or  cathedral  of  St.  Feters- 
burg,  is  first  entitled  to  the  notice  of  travellers ; 
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and  if  they  should  have  visited  the  Roman  capi- 
tal, they  cannot  fail  to  remark,  how  much  its 
external  aspect  is  superior  to  that  of  St  Peter's, 
although  not  <m  a  scale  of  such  magnitude. 
This  magnificent  structure,  situated  about  the 
centre  of  the  Nevsky  Perspective,  was  begun  by 
the  Emperor  Paul  in  1801,  and  finished  by  his 
successor  ten  years  afterwards,  when  it  was 
opened  with  extraordinary  solemnity  on  the  15th 
of  September,  1811,  the  anniversary  of  Alexan- 
der's birth.  On  each  side  of  the  fafade  is  a 
semicircular  colonnade,  consisting  altc^ether  of 
ISS  Corinthian  pillars,  forming  a  magnificent 
area  or  court  in  front  The  idea  of  this  court 
was,  in  all  probability,  borrowed  from  the  piazza 
of  St  Peter's ;  but  although  not  so  extensive, 
the  general  design  is  far  more  noble  and  more 


To  which  may  be  added,  that  in 

England  the  inhabitants  are 
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Individuals  in  navy,  marine,  and 
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In  the  Bussian  dominions  40,000,000  are  of  the  Greek 
persuasion,  3,000,000  of  Lutherans,  an  equal  number  of 
Mahommedans,  6,000,000  of  Catholics,  and  various  other 
sects. 
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regular ;  the  colonnades  harmonizing  perfectly 
with  the  portico  of  the  church  itself,  with  which 
they  are  immediately  connected,  whereas  those 
attached  by  Bernini  to  the  Roman  basiltca  prei* 
sent  no  similarity  whatever  of  character  with 
that  edifice,  while  their  pillared  rows  serve  only 
to.  render  more  striking  the  meagre  style  and 
vicious  taste  of  the  principal  structure.  The 
area  of  the  Kazan  church  combines  simplicity 
with  richness,  regularity  with  variety,  and  its 
arrangement  is  highly  picturesque.  The  portals 
at  the  extremityof  the  colonnades  are  exceedingly 
happy,  and  give  a  finish  and  solidity  to  this  part 
of  the  building  that  completes  the  design.  Over 
each  of  these  pavilions  is  a  low  parapet  attic^ 
with  a  long  bas-relief;  and  on  their  sides  towards 
the  area  are  colossal  bronze  statues,  one  repre« 
senting  the  Archangel  Gabriel,  the  other  Mi- 
chael. This  grand  facade  does  great  honour  to 
the  talents  of  the  architect  Voronikhin,  and  may 
be  considered,  upon  the  whole,  as  one  of  the 
most  splendid  edifices  in  Europe.  The  diameter 
of  the  piazza  is  about  SOO  feet  (English),  and 
the  columns  are  thirty-five  feet  in  height,  formed 
of  yellow  stone  called  pudozhesky,  which  both 
in  point  of  colour  and  grain  bears  a  considerable 
resemblance  to  the  travertine  of  which  St.  Peter's 
is  biiilt.  Within  the  portico  are  colossal  bronze 
statues  of  Vladimir,  by  Martos  ;  St.  Alexander 
Nevsky,  and  St  John  the  Baptist,  by  Pimenov; 
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and  SL  Andrew,  by  Demuth ;  and  the  bronze 
doors  are  copied  from  the  celebrated  ones  of 
the  Baptistery  at  Florence.  The  cupola,  how- 
ever, is  so  far  from  adding  to  the  beauty  or  ma- 
jesty of  the  edifice,  that  it  is  obviously  the  poorest 
feature  of  the  design,  for  it  is  not  only  too 
small  (being  only  sixty-three  feet  in  diameter)^ 
but  disfigured  by  the  numerous  little  pedi- 
ments on  its  attic.  The  interior,,  wluch  is  £40 
feet  in  length,  ia  remarkably  splendid,  the  pave« 
ment  being  entirely  composed  of  different  co- 
loured marbles,  and  the  columns  formed  of 
single  pieces  of  granite,  very  highly  polished, 
with  bases  and  capitals  of  gilt  bronze.  This 
granite,  which  comes  from  Finland,  is  of  a  brown 
hue,  diversified  with  blue  and  white  spots,  and  is 
hardly  inferior  toi  the  best  Egyptian  specimens* 
The  grand  altar,  likewise,  is  richly  decorated 
with  beautiful  paintings.  The  priests  who'  offi- 
ciated, were  lusty  %ures,  resembling  welUfed 
monks,  and  wore  flowing  hair  and  beards  ^  for  the 
archbishop  is  the  only  ecclesiastic  who  is  entitled 
to  have  his  chin  shaven.  One  head  of  the  Virgin 
Mary  (and  there  are  many  of  her  ladyship  here) 
is  surmounted  by  diamonds  worth  100,000  rubles* 
and  is,  moreover,  decorated  with  a  chain,  of  pro- 
digious value,  lately  put  round  her  neck.  The 
door  of  the  altar,  and  the  railing  in  front,  are  of 
silver.  Opposite  to  it  is  a  seat  appropriated  ex- 
clusively for  the  accommodation  of  the  Emperor. 

X  2 
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Upwards  of  100  flags  and  standards,  taken  front 
the  French  and  Prussians,  are  displayed  in  various 
parts  of  the  church ;  although  it  appears  rather 
indecorous  to  deposit  the  trophies  of  war  and 
blood-shed  within  the  temple  of  religion,  where 
"  peace  and  good-wiU**  ought  to  be  proclaimed 
to  men,  and  in  the  language  of  Holy  Writ, 
prayers  are  ofiered  up  to  that  glorious  Being,  to 
throw  over  his  creatures  «  his  banners  of  love." 
Here  are  likewise  the  keys  of  fortresses,  among 
which  are  those  of  the  gates  of  Paris,  although 
the  genuineness  of  the  latter  is  disputed.  A 
marshal's  baton  is  shown,  that  formerly  belonged 
to  Davoust,  whose  name,  as  I  have  already  re- 
marked, is  so  execrated  at  Hamburgh.  This  was, 
at  one  time,  stolen  by  a  Frenchman,  but  was 
afterwards  recovered  from  him.  The  principal 
defect  to  be  attributed  to  this  church  is  the  great 
want  of  light ;  and  the  gloom  is  increased  by  the 
state  of  the  windows,  which  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  ever  cleaned.  At  the  back  of  the 
altar,  when  the  doors  are  thrown  open,  the  houses 
in  the  streets  are  seen,  a  defect  that  might  be 
remedied  either  by  transparent  blinds,  or  win- 
dows of  stained  glass.  No  religious  ceremony 
takes  place  during  day  in  any  of  the  churches 
without  their  being  illuminated,  a  practice 
which  is  said  to  have  existed  since  the  c)ays  of 
the  apostles.  There  are  no  seats  fiir  the  congre- 
gation assembled,  neither  had  they  any  books ; 
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indeed  they  appeared  to  content  themfielves  with 
the  mere  external  forma  of  religion.  We  olv 
served,  on  this  occasion^  several  miserable 
objects  entering  with  tapers,  which  they  placed 
beside  those  near  the  priests ;  and  the  satisfacticm 
visible  in  their  countenances  and  motions,  ^i* 
dently  showed  that  they  thought  they  were  tiiere« 
by  performing  a  meritorious  act,  and  one  that 
would  draw  down  upon  diem  the  divine  blessing ; 
for  they  conceive  that  they  honour  the  Almighty 
according  to  the  number  of  lights  they  display. 
With  the  ex<^ption  of  the  Greek  Christians, 
the  Lutherans  exceed  in  number  any  other  sect 
in  St  Petersburg.  Although  the  Emperor  Alex- 
ander might,  from  his  education  and  peculiar 
habits,  be  considered  as  strongly  attached  to  the 
Greek  persuasion,  yet  he  all  along  showed  the 
highest  liberality  in  matters  of  religion,  and  most 
laudably  permitted  others  to  exercise  the  same 
liberty  of  conscience  as  he  claimed  to  himself. 
Notwithstanding,  too,  that  His  Majesty  formed 
a  ^*  holy  alUance^^  against  any  attempt  to  infringe 
on  the  royal  prerogative  of  a  political  nature ; 
yet  he  found  "that  good  may  come  out  of  Naza- 
reth," and  that  men  can  "wash  and  be  clean"  in 
other  streams  than  those  of  Damascus.  He  also 
<!ounten»iced  the  English  Society  established  for 
tfaepropagationof  the  Scriptures  in  all  languages ; 
and  encouraged  schools  of  mutual  instruction, 
«fter  liie  British  system.  This  being  the  first  time 
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that  we  saw  the  service  performed,  we  were 
peculiarly  struck  with  the  monotonous  and  un- 
wearied  formality  observed  by  those  present,  in 
crossing  themselves,  and  bowing  their  heads  to 
the  ground  so  frequently  as  to  create  a  kind  of 
glddkiess  or  stupor.  The  hurried  manner  in 
which  the  service  was  mumbled  over  appeared 
ateo  not  a  li^e  iadecorous ;  and,  in  a  word,  from 
all  that  fUl  under  biir  dbtmi^Biion,  we  are  inclined 
to  think  a  mental  ^  veil  or  covering  is  spread 
over  this  people.**  '/"^  ' 

There  are  four  dtoual  fasts,  during  which  the 
Russians  abstain  from  eating  meat,  eggs,  butter, 
or  even  drinking  milk;  contenting  themselves 
with  rice  and  vegetables:  nay,  even  tobacco 
and  snuff  are  considered  illicit  indulgences !  — 
so  truly  do  these  people  stumble  at  straws,  while 
they  leap  over  mountains. 

It  was  most  amusing  to  perceive  the  veneration 
with  which  the  Kazan  church  is  regarded ;  for 
hardly  a  Russian  passes  it  without  stopping,  and 
taking  off  his  hat,  making  repeated  bows  with  his 
head  almost  to  the  ground,  and  at  the  same  time 
touching  his  brow.  The  Russians,  in  fact,  ap- 
pear to  consider  it  almost  high  treason  to  pass 
a  place  of  worship  without  going  into  these  for- 
malities, which  are  too  frequently  considered  — 
and  by  many,  I  fear,  who  never  enter  its  walls 
—  as  a  receipt  in  full  of  all  demands.  In  short, 
rdigion  here  is  the  most  convenient  thing  imar 
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ginable,  and  a  reputation  for  it  may  be  obtained 
very  easily ;  for  it  is  possible  to  be  very  devou^ 
and  exceedingly  immoral..  It  is  l^ue,  that  in 
England  there  are  a  great  many  persons  of  the 
latter  character,  but  very  few  indeed  among 
them  make  any  pretensions  to  b^ing  religious. 

In  the  same  street  is  the  Catholic  church, 
which,  although  it  contains  nothing  remarkable, 
yet  from  the  simple  circumstance  of  the  body 
of  Moreau  being  interred  there,  is  entitled  to 
notice.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  legs  of 
this  brave  and  unfortunate  general,  who  was  so 
much  the  object  of  Bonaparte's  jealousy,  and 
held  in  such  high  estimation  by  his  country* 
men,  were  taken  off  by  the  first  shot  at  the 
heights  above  Dresden,  where,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned, there  is  an  inscription  on  a  square  block 
of  granite,  with  a  helmet,  sword,  and  wreath  of 
laurel,  recording  that  he  <<fell  by  the  side  of  ^ 
Alexander.''  The  monument  erected  to  him 
here  is  extremely  plain,  being  merely  a  white 
tablet,  edged  with  dark  spotted  marble,  and  this 
inscription  :-— 

<<  MOEEAi;, 
Vi  A  MOBLAIX, 

11  ao6t  1768 ; 

MORT  A  LAUNi 

2  SBPT.  1813/' 

There  are  benches  here  for  the  congregations  i 
the  first  we  had  seen  in  any  Catholic  church, 
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there  being  always  chairs,  with  broad  pieces  of 
board  on  the  top  of  them  for  the  purpose  of 
resting  the  arms  when  kneeling,  and  also  for 
placing  books. 

Nothing  can  be  more  gratifying  to  a  Briton 
in  a  foreign  land,  than  to  find  churches  where 
service  is  performed  after  the  pure  and  simple 
mode  in  his  native  country.  Before  describing 
the  English  church  in  this  capital*  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  enter  into  a  history  of  its  oriigin. 

As  far  back  as  April  30.  I7I6,  a  meeting  of 
the  British  residents  was  held  at  Moscow,  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  suitable  place  of 
worship;  on  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cousett  was 
iqvited  pver,  apd  his  residence  fixfed  at  Arch- 
angel, frooi  which  place  the  English  factory 
was  removed  in  1723,  when  it  was  transferred 
to  Petersburg^  where  a  special  fund  was  formed 
for  defraying  all  expences  attending  an  eccle- 
siastical establishment  After  this,  the  Rus- 
sian Company  in  London  appointed  Mr.  Philip 
Lernoult,  who  continued  to  officiate  till  1744  j 
when  the  Factory  made  choice  of  the  Rev.  John 
Foster.  On  his  resignation  a  few  years  after,  he 
was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Daniel  Demaresque,  who 
returned  to  England  in  I762  ;  and  after  a  short 
vacancy  his  place  was  supplied  by  the  voluntary 
offer  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Erskine,  private  secretary 
to  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  then  minister  at 
the  Russian  court,    In  1763  Dr.  King  was  ap*. 
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pointed ;  and  iii  177^  he  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  William  Tooke,  who,  at  that  time^  oflSciated 
at  Cronstadt,  and  he  continued  to  hold  the  office 
for  eighteen  years.  The  Russian  company 
then  elected  Mr.  Percival ;  but  on  his  going  to 
another  climate,  in  consequence  of  ill-healthy 
Mr.  Loudon  was  named  as  a  substitute,  till  Mr. 
King  Pitt  was  sent  from  England.  On  his  death, 
Dr.  Beresford  was  appointed  chaplain  in  1813  ; 
and  he  again  was  succeeded,  the  following  year, 
by  Mr.  Nicolas  Spencer,  who  resigned  in  1818  ; 
after  which  Mr.  Randolph  was  chosen  to  the 
chaplaincy,  which  he  also  resigned  in  18^  and 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Law,  who,  at  present,  fills 
the  office,  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  flock. 
The  church  is  situate  near  the  extremity  of 
what  is  called  the  <<  English  Line,"  which  is 
chiefly  occupied  by  our  ambassador,  consuU 
general,  and  the  principal  British  merchants. 
This  spot  is  peculiarly  well  chosen ;  the  build-* 
ing  itself  is  substantial,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  laid  out  is  judicious.  It  was  here  that  we 
heard  a  most  impressive  discourse,  delivered  by 
Mr.  Law,  from  the  words,  <<  I  am  the  vine,  and 
ye  are  the  branches."  The  hours  of  service  are 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  The  seat  set  apart  for  the 
British  minister  (which  is  opposite  to  the  pulpit, 
and  has  a  canopy,  with  the  royal  arms  of  £ng« 
land,  and  blue  curtains  on  each  side,)  was  occu<* 
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pied  by  Sir  Charles  Bagot  This  chapel,  which 
measures  ninety-four  feet  by  forty-one,  is  com- 
modiously  and  neatly  fitted  up,  and  well  lighted 
and  warmed ;  but  the  pulpit  is  awkwardly  placed, 
and  the  organ,  instead  of  being  over  the  entrance, 
is  above  the  ambassador's  seat  .  On  each  side  of 
the  akar  are  Corinthian  pillars,  and  casts  of  the 
apostles  Peter  and  Paul ;  and  the  altar,  as  well 
as  the  pulpit  and  desk,  is  covered  with  crimson 
velvet,  fringed  with  gold.  The  women  sit  apart 
from  the  men,  the  former  occupying  the  seats 
nearest  to  the  pulpit  In  the  prayers  of  the 
morning,  after  the  words,  «<  O  Lord,  save  the 
King,''  are  added,  «*and  his  Imperial  Majesty,"* 
which  are  repeated  wherever  allusion  is  made 
to  those  in  authority.  And  again  in  the  Li- 
tany, where  blessings  are  called  for  on  magis- 
trates, there  is  added,  **  That  it  may  please 
Thee  to  bless  the  imperial  magistrates.''  No 
bell  is  permitted,  by  the  Russian  authorities,  to 
be  used;  nor  is  the  burying-ground  for  our 
countrjrmen  attached  to  the  church,  but  situate 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  One  peculiar 
privilege  belonging  to  this  churchy  which  it  is 
material  to  observe,  is,  that  the  police  are  ex- 
pressly prohibited  from  entering  either  its  walls» 

*  In  the  Englbh  church  at  Paris  the  royal  family  of  France 
are  not  in  any  way  alluded  to  in  the  serrice,  although  in  that 
at  Boulogne  a  particular  and  ezclusive  form  of  prayer  is 
oiered  op  for  them. 
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or  the  clergyman's  residence.  Connected  with 
this  building  are  a  number  of  others,  with  a 
large  court  behind :  these  are  appropriated  for 
diiSerent  purposes,  such  as  a  library,  a  house  for 
the  clerk,  &c.  The  former  is  open  at  certain 
hours ;  and  those  subscribers,  who  take  books 
home  with  them,  pay  ififty  rubles  annually,  but 
those  who  do  not,  only  half  that  sum. 
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Pauage  in  sUam-boat  io  Cronttadi.—D€9Criptu>n  of  that 
port*  —  Docks.  —  Anecdote, — English  church,  —  House  qf 
Peter  the  Great.  —  Criminals.  —  Fortifications.  —  Number 
of  vessels.  —  Improvements^  Sfc. 

Our  curiosity  having  been  satisfied  with  a  view 
of  the  principal  objects  in  St  Petersburg,  we 
now  proposed  to  make  a  short  excursion  to  Cron- 
stadt,  it  being  a  place  which  no  traveller  should 
neglect  to  visit.  Previous  to  doing  so,  however, 
it  was  necessary  that  we  should  obtain  a  formal 
passport,  although  the  distance  is  so  short  (six- 
teen miles).  We  proceeded  in  a  steam-boat ;  for 
which  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Baird,  a  Scotchman, 
who  has  resided  here  some  time,  and  who,  in  the 
language  of  his  native  country,  has  found  this 
concern  to  be  a  "  dripping  roast,*'  has  obtained 
a  patent  for  a  term  of  years  —  a  favour  that  is 
looked  upon  with  an  eye  of  jealousy  by  the 
Russians.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  pro- 
fits of  this  concern,  when  I  state  that,  according 
to  our  information,  the  proprietor  had  made 
70,000  rubles  in  the  course  of  one  week,  by  con- 
veying passengers  to  Peterhoff  at  the  time  of  a 
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fete.  We  embarked  at  five  o'clock  in  the  ailer- 
nooDi  paying  five  rubles  a  piece,  and  found  that 
we  were  to  be  amused  during  our  passage  by  the 
music  of  a  hand-organ,  miserably  out  of  tune, 
and  a  split  tambourine^  which,  as  may  be  be- 
lieved9  we  would  readily  have  dispensed  with. 
The  prices  of  provisions  furnished  on  board  were 
fixed  up.* 

^  These  are  as  follows  :  — 


Beef-steak 

Rubles. 
I 

Copecs. 
0 

Ham 

0 

80 

Cheese 

0 

80 

Tongue 
Smoked  sahraon 

0 
0 

60 
80 

Sausage 

Bread  and  butter 

0 

0 

80 
20 

Coffee 

1 

50 

Tea           ... 

1 

20 

Madeira 

4 

0 

Medoc 

3 

0 

Beer      - 

0 

80 

Black  beer 

0 

10 

Grog    -            -            . 
Porter  in  tumbler 

0 
1 

80 
0 

Madeira 

1 

0 

English  porter 
Tumbler  of  negus 

3 
.       1 

0 
25 

Punch 

1 

0 

Lemonade 

0 

80 

Glass  of  rum 

0 

60 

Gin 

0 

SO 

Cogniac 

Bottle  of  charopaigne 

Port  wine 

0 
-      IS 

4 

80 
0 
0 

S18  PORT. 

In  the  course  of  our  voyage  on  the  Gulf  of 
Finland,  we  saw  a  number  of  buoys  that,  had  been 
laid  down  to  indicate  dangerous  places.  The 
scenery  on  both  sides  of  the  Gulf  was  distinctly 
visible,  and  the  view  on  the  left  was  enlivened 
by  several  palaces,  especially  that  of  Peterhofl^ 
which  ia  surrounded  with  woods.  On  our  arrival 
at  Cronstadty  we  put  iip  at  a  shabby  inn,  kept  by 
an  Englishman. 

,The.  Island  of  Cronstadt  is  situate  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  Gulf  to  the  east,  and  is  about  forty 
versts  by  land  from  the  capital.  It  is  twelve 
miles  in  length,  and  upwards  of  one  in  breadth. 
Formerly  it  had  two  names ;  that  of  Retusari  be- 
ing given  to  it  by  the  Swedes,  and  that  of  Kotloir 
Ostrov,  or  Kettle  Island,  by  the  Russians.  Peter 
the*  Great,  however,  bestowed  on  it  the  dignified 
appellation  of  Kronstad  or  Cronstadt,  literally 
Crown-town,  to  intimate  that  it  was  the  crown  of 
his  new  city  of  Petersburg. 

The  consequence  of  this  place  is  derived  from 
the  number  of  ships  of  war,  as  well  as  commercial 
vessels,  that  arriveand  depart  from  hence,  andalso 
from  its  strong  fortifications.  It  may  therefore 
be  considered  as  the  Portsmouth  or  Plymouth  of 
Russia.  There  are  several  streets,  which,  like 
those  of  the  metropolis,  are  very  spacious ;  but 
we  did  not  find  h6re  the  bustle  and  animation  of 
the  two  English  ports,,  where  one  is  jostled  at 
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every  other  step  by  naval  men  of  all  ranks.  The 
houses  are  formed  mostly  of  wood,  but  there  are 
some  few  of  brick,  and  they  stand  detached  from 
each  other.  The  shops  are  under  arcades.  There 
are  some  ions,  kept  by  our  countrymen,  which 
have  sign«*'boards  in  the  English  language.  In 
front  of  the  harbour  is  a  square,  where  a  military 
guard  is  mounted,  and  from  hence  the  principal 
street  runs  about  half  a  mile  in  length.  All  the 
streets  are  kept  remarkably  clean ;  this  being 
the  task  of  criminals  sentenced  to  slavecy.  There 
is  a  filmous  canal,  communicating  with  the  sea, 
and  about  sixty  fathoms  in  depth,  adjoining  to 
which  aire  the  docks  and  sluices ;  and  these  latter 
are  capable  of  containing  several  shifis  for  repair 
at  the  same  time.  The  first  of  these  is  a  white 
building,  next  the  square,  with  k^cupola  of  glass, 
from  which  is  a  most  extensive  view.  In  front  of 
it  stands  the  mast  of  a  vessel  fully  rigged,  where 
boys  are  exercised  in  naval  tactics  and  a  know- 
ledge of  rigging.  A  similar  mode  of  training, 
and  of  conveying  an  idea  of  naval  manoeuvres, 
is  adopted  in  the  education  of  the  young  heir- 
gpparent,  the  little  Grand  Duke  Alexander,  for 
whose  use  there  is  a  large  and  completely  rigged 
vessel,  fitted  up  in  one  of  the  halls  of  the.  Winter 
Palace.  Here  he  is  taught  the  names  and  use  of 
every  part  of  the  rigging,  and  is  made  to  run  up 
the  ropes  like  a  common  sailor ;  and  that  he  may 
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also  obtain  some  insight  into  military  exercise^ 
he  has  a  number  of  wooden  figures,  representing 
companies  of  soldiers,  by  means  of  which  he  is 
instructed  in  the  different  evolutions.  This 
young  prince  was,  at  a  very  early  age,  appointed 
commander  of  a  regiment  of  Hussars ;  and  was 
one  day  taken  out  by  his  father,  the  present  Em- 
peror,  to  a  review.  On  these  occasions  it  was 
usual  for  the  late  Emperor  Alexander  to  order 
a  ruble  and  a  glass  of  brandy  to  be  given  to  each 
private  i  and  the  prince  was  permitted  to  com* 
mand  the  donation.  The  men,  willing  to  testiiy 
their  gratitude  to  their  young  chief^  rent  the 
air  with  their  acclamation,  on  which  the  boy, 
delighted  at  the  honour  paid  him,  repeated  the 
order  five  several  times,  till  his  father  was 
obliged  to  check  his  inconsiderate  liberality; 
for  the  men  expected  that  each  repetition  of  the 
order,  was  to  produce  them  an  additional  ruble 
and  glass  of  liquor.  The  Emperor  accordingly 
directed  that  they  should  receive  it ;  but,  on  his 
return  to  the  palace,  the  poor  little  prince  not 
only  received  a  severe  reprimand  for  his  indis- 
cretion, but  had  his  epaulets  taken  from  him» 
and  a  practical  lesson  given  him  in  military 
discipline.  And  here  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  mention,  that  the  Russian  navy,  divided 
between  the  Baltic  and  Black  Sea,  is  said  to 
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amoont  to  forty  ships  of  the  line,  besides  frigates. 
In  the  yvd  also  is  the  upper  part  of  a  vessel, 
which  serves  &t  the  same  purpose. 

Cronstadt  has  a  Bible  Sociely,  four  schods, 
and  Horn  churches,  besides  one  Lutheran,  a 
Catholic,  and  a  Mahomedan  place  of  worship^ 
attached  to  the  military  hospital,  and  also  an 
English  churdi.  The  principal  Russian  church, 
which  is  situate  in  the  centre  of  a  square,  has 
a  dome  and  a  spire  i  and  a  portico  in  front,  with 
a  colossal  statue  of  an  apostle  on  each  side. 
The  altar  is  beneath  the  dome,  and  round  the 
upper  part  of  the  latter  are  figures  of  the  twelve 
apostles.  We  attended  service  here  on  the 
Empress's  birth«»day,  when  three  priests  offi- 
ciated at  the  same  time.  The  singing  was 
pleasing,  and  showed  some  degree  of  taste  in 
the  performers,  who  were  boys.  Many  females 
brought  their  chfldren  close  to  the  priests,  espe- 
cially when  they  held  in  their  hands  the  com- 
munion elements.  The  next  place  of  worship 
that  attracts  attention,  and  more  especially  ex- 
cites the  interest  of  Englishmen,  is,  that  estab- 
lished f<H*  divine  service  according  to  the  church 
of  England,  which  was  originally  performed  in 
a  temporary  wooden  building.  The  edifice  is 
plain  but  elegant,  and  very  neat  and  commodious 
within.  It  is  97  feet  in  length,  and  4S  in 
bresdth,  with  18  windows  on  each  side^  and 
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has  a  portico  of  several  columns,  and  a  smaU 
belfry,  afler  the  shape  of  those  in  our  country 
'churches.  The  altar,  which  is  in  a.recess^  in 
the  form  of  a  semicircle,  with  six  columns,  is 
covered  with  blue  velvet  and  gold  iringe.  On 
one  side  of  this  stands  the  pulpit,  and  on  the 
other  the  reading-desk ;  but  these  are  too  large, 
and  out  of  proportion  to  the  place  itself.  This 
church  was  opened  with  great  solemnity  on  the 
15th  of  June,  1824,  in  presence  of  the  British 
ambassador.  Sir  Charles  Bagot ;  Sir  Daniel  Bai- 
ley, British  consul,  St  Petersburg ;  Mn  Booker, 
British  consul,  Cronstadt ;  the  Rev.  Edward 
Law,  British  chaplain,  St.  Petersburg ;  and  Mr. 
Blackmoor,  who  officiates  here.  The  Russian 
Admiral  Crown,  the  garrison,  and  the  clergy  of 
the  Greek  persuasion  also  attended  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  and  it  was  a  most  interesting  spectacle  to 
behold  150  British  seamen,  who  had  witnessed 
the  "  wonders  of  the  Lord  in  the  mighty  deep,*' 
lining  the  procession,  which  was  preceded  by 
flags  and  ensigns  of  the  island  of  Albion.  The 
clergymen  conducted  them  to  the  church,  re- 
peating, at  the  same  time,  the  24th  Psalm,  dechu 
ratory  of  the  solemn  entrance  of  the  Lord  into 
his  sanctuary ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  service, 
psalms  were  sung  by  a  select  body  of  the  sea- 
men. It  is  no  more  than  a  due  tribute. to  the 
British  consul,  John  Booker,  Esq.  to  remitrk 
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here,  that  if  there  be  any  individual  who  is  en- 
titled more,  than  another  to  the  gratitade  of  his 
countrymen,  for  the  interest  he  has  taken,  and 
the  great  exertions  made  for  raising  this  temple 
of  Protestantism,  it  is  he.  As  a  structure,  it  is 
an  ornament  to  the  town  ;  while,  as  a  monument 
of  their  regard  for  religion,  it  is  an  honour  to 
those  Englishmen  who  were  active  in  founding 
it,  and  in  thus  securing  an  important  advantage 
to  the  British  inhabitants  and  seamen.  This 
building  is  said  to  have  cost  15,000/. ;  part  of 
which  was  defrayed  by  the  liberality  of  the 
English-Russian  company,  and  part  by  a  duty 
imposed  on  English  vessels  here.  The  minister 
has  an  income  of  7OOO  rubles,  with  a  house, 
&c.  besides  the  emoluments  derived  from  sur* 
plice  fees. 

The  house  of  Peter  the  Great  is  situate  in  a 
small  public  garden,  where  a  guard  is  sta- 
tioned. This  is  a  very  humble  edifice,  having 
the  appearance  of  a  porter's  lodge ;  but  it  con-> 
tains  seven  apartments,  one  leading  to  the 
other,  the  first  of  which  is  Sy^  feet  long,  by  25 
in  breadth.  On  an  elevation  in  the  gardens  is  a 
circular  temple,  supported  by  twelve  columns, 
from  which  is  a  view  of  the  whole  island*  In 
the  centre  of  this  rotunda  is  a  cippus,  with  a 
bust  of  that  extraordinary  prince ;  and,  under* 
neath,  the  date  17OS.     On  Sunday  evenings 
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these  gardens  are  greatly  resorted  to,  and  at  such 
times  there  is  a  musical  performance. 

The  criminals^  who  sweep  the  streets,  are 
attended  by  soldiers,  with  loaded  muskets ;  and 
eadi  of  them  has  a  number  on  his  back,  and  an 
iron  collar  round  his  neck,  with  a  piece  of  iron 
projecting  in  front  The  most  incorrigible  are 
branded ;  and  to  discover  thepa.  more  easily, 
in  case  of  their  absconding,  a  piece  of  eadi  noa- 
tril  is  burned  out  They  are  urgent  in  soli- 
citing alms  from  strangers.  The  knout,  which 
is  inflicted  here,  is  a  species  of  punishment  far 
exceeding  that  of  flogging  in  the  English  navy, 
being  so  dreadful  that  humanity  shudders  at  it ; 
yet  one  man,  who  was  lately  lashed  severely  under 
the  arm-pits,  bore  the  pain  with  most  astonish* 
ing  fortitude,  and  afterwards  put  on  his  clothes 
without  any  assistance. 

Cronstadt  is  very  strongly  fortified,  there 
being  at  present  about  one  thousand  pieces  of 
heavy  cannon,  with  which  one  of  the  piers 
leading  to  a  mole,  pointing  to  the  entry  of  the 
harbour,  is  closely  planted.  For  some  distance 
round  the  town,  and  both  by  land  and  sea,  the 
ground  is  dotted  as  it  were  with  fortifications, 
erected  on  wooden  piles.  The  powder-maga* 
sines  are  numerous;  and  some  of  them  erected 
in  the  sea,  a  short  distance  from  the  shore,  blew 
up,  being  struck  with  lightning  in  consequence 
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of  their  having  no  conductors ;  but  these  are 
now  adopted.  This  disaster,  we  might  suppose, 
would  hold  out  a  pretty  strong  warning  to  the 
inhabitants  of  St.  Petersburg  to  adopt  a  similar 
precaution.  Numerous  men«of-war  were  laid  up 
in  ordinary,  and  a  quantity  of  ordnance  and 
ball  arranged  in  the  different  dep6ts.  The  Em- 
peror, who  paid  a  visit  the  day  previous  to  our 
arrival,  came  in  the  most  private  and  unosten- 
tatious manner,  and  inspected  the  hospitals  with 
great  minuteness,  tasting  the  food  given  to  the 
sick.  He  directed,  that  another  church  should 
be  attached  to  one  of  these  edifices.  The  number 
of  vessels  from  all  quarters  of  the  world,  that 
arrive  here  annually,  is  very  great ;  a  circum- 
stance which  creates,  at  particular  seasons,  some 
degree  of  bustle,  and  occasions  a  considerable 
circulation  of  money.  In  order  to  show  the 
exact  number  that  had  arrived  from  England, 
an  important  table  is  subjoined,  which  may  be 
interesting  to  those  engaged  in  commerce.* 

^  Dttriog  the  present  year,  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  Russia,  were  rice,  sugar,  cotton,  yarn,  dyeing 
materials,  cotton  manufactures,  wines,  &c.  The  value  of  the 
imports  was  1S2,706,895  rubles.  The  principal  exports  — 
tallow,  flax,  hemp,  and  com.  The  whole  exports  amounted 
to  234,781,448  rubles,  exceeding  the  imports  by  6^02^615 
rubles. 
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The  number  of  Merchant  Veuek  which  arrived  in  ike  Port  qj 

Cronstadt  bettaeen  tJie  Years  1746  and  1823,  vnth  the  Dales 
of  the  beginning  and  close  of  each  Season. 


Year. 

B^un. 

Eoded. 

No.  of 
▼eawU. 

Year. 

Begun. 

Ended. 

No.  of. 
Tends. 

1746 

May  5 

Oct.  20 

273 

1791 

April  13 

Nov.  7 

1034 

1731 

April  29 

--  28 

378 

1792 

—  24 

—  6 

996 

1752 

—  24 

Nov.  15 

474 

1793 

—  24 

—  14 

848 

1755 

—  28 

Aug.  5 1 

641 

1794 

—  19 

—  26 

962 

1756 

—  25 

Oct.  19 

474 

1795 

—  30 

—  16 

925 

1757 

—  24 

Nov.  15 

415 

1796 

—  30 

Oct.  29 

1147 

1760 

Mav  2 

—  8 

357 

1797 

—  27 

Nov.  17 

887 

1765 

April  1 9 

—  26 

479 

1798 

—  22 

Dec  21 

1052 

1766 

—  26 

Aug.  27 

390 

1799 

May  12 

Nov.  15 

779 

1767 

May  1 

Nov.  8 

570 

1800 

April  30 

—  16 

842 

1768 

—   8 

—  27 

506 

1801 

—  25 

Dec.  5 

1056 

1769 

April  22 
May  3 

Dec.  1 

609 

1802 

—  17 

Oct.  27 

1016 

1770 

Nov.  6 

545 

1803 

—  25 

Nov.  17 

1096 

1771 

—  13 

—  3 

062 

1804 

May  6 

—  2 

790 

1772 

—   1 

—  3 

522 

1805 

—   4 

—  11 

995 

1773 

April  17 

Dec.  4 

703 

iao6 

—   7 

—  13 

888 

1774 

^  27 

Oct.  23 

729 

1807 

—   1 

—   4 

851 

1775 

May  10 

Nov.  15 

536 

1808 

—  24 

—  11 

72 

1776 

—  2 

Oct.  28 

649 

1809 

—  14 

—  29 

378 

1777 

—  7 

Nov.  25 

737 

1810 

—  16 

Oct.  30 

408 

1778 

April  27 

—   6 

606 

1811 

-r-   6 

—  27 

577 

1779 

—  22 

—  18 

708 

1812 

—  16 

—  26 

591 

1780 

—  28 

Oct.  29 

560 

1813 

—   2 

—  26 

635 

1781 

May  8 

—  27 

789 

1814 

—   8 

Nov.  22 

984 

1782 

—  13 

Nov.  7 

599 

1815 

April  25 
May  9 

—  7 

1259 

1783 

—  19 

—  11 

652 

1816 

—  16 

862 

1784 

—  5 

—   6 

890 

1817 

April  25 
May  11 

—  16 

2024 

1785 

—  5 

—  16 

679 

1818 

—  15 

1161 

1786 

—   7 

—  16 

863 

1819 

April  25 

—  12 

1061 

1787 

—  5 

Oct.  28 

803 

1820 

—  27 

~  23 

1074 

1788 

April  29 
May  Jl 

Nov.  2 

990 

1821 

—  27 

Dec.  20 

983 

1789 

—   9 

858 

1822 

Mar.  22 

—  4 

1094 

1790 

—  1 

—  16 

956 

1823 

April  22 

Nov.  24 

1118 

In  the  year  1822, the  Kitty,  Captain  D.Warren,  performed ^r 
voyages  to  Cnmstadt  from  London  in  the  short  space  of  five  months. 
She  was  the  only  vessel  that  accomplished  her  fourth  voyage  since 
the  trade  with  Russia  existed. 
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This  points  out  the  number  of  vessels  during 
each  year,  since  1746.  It  may  be  proper  to 
add»  that  from  July  to  October,  1824,  there 
entered  233  merchant  vessels,  of  different 
states;  and,  163  of  these  arrived  from  Great 
Britain.  No  manufactories  are  in  this  town, 
excepting  a  brewery  *  and  rope-work.  There 
are  twenty-five  licensed  droshkas;  but  those 
which  go  between  this  place  and  St  Petersburg, 
during  the  winter  months,  may  be  computed  at 
about  235.  Notwithstanding  the  number  of 
seamen,  there  are  not  to  be  seen  here  any  of 
those  profligate  females  that  disgrace  our  own 
ports. 

In  winter  there  is  a  complete  stagnation  of 
business,  as  the  place  is  frozen  up,  and  the  in- 
tercourse with  the  capital  carried  on  only  by 
means  of  sledges.t    The  inhabitants  are  par* 

*  A  Russian  might  be  suqirised  were  he  told,  that,  ac- 
cording to  a  parliamentary  return,  the  number  of  barrels  of 
beer  made  by  public  brewers  in  England  and  Scotland,  dur- 
ing asingle  year,  have  been  1,177)127  of  strong,  and  254,408 
of  table  beer.  And  the  bushels  of  malt,  during  such  period, 
used  by  distillers,  have  amounted  to  3,586,270,  one  half  of 
which  were  for  North  Britain. 

f  Necessity  has  been  roost  justly  denominated  the  mother 
of  all  invention,  and  the  success  which  attends  one  thing 
prompts  to  the  discovery  of  another.  A  skating  ship  has 
been  latdy  planned  by  the  Americans,  which  is  twenty-three 
feet  long,  and  runs  on  three  skates.  The  mast  and  sail  are 
similar  to  those  of  a  common  boat.     She  is  exceedingly 

T  4 


32S  IMPROVEMBNTS* 

ticularly  addicted  to  smuggling,  and  are  ander- 
stood  to  be  prompted  to  this  practice  as  mudi 
by  habit  as  necessity.  The  steam-boat  est»* 
blished  between  this  town  and  St  Petersburg 
has  produced  the  greatest  benefit,  and  occa- 
sioned a  constant  intercourse.  Independendy 
of  its  being  subject  to  inundations,  Cronstadt 
has  also  suffered  from  fire ;  and  in  a  late  conflaF- 
gration,  damage  was  sustained  to  the  extent  of 
2,700,000  rubles.  On  the  whole,  Cronstadt  is  a 
very  pleasant  situation,  is  rapidly  improving,  and 
may  be  held  as  one  of  the  keys  of  the  empire.* 
Had  circumstances  permitted,  we  intended  to 
have  crossed  over  and  viewed  the  beautiful 
palace  of  Peterhofl^  built  by  Peter  the  Great, 
which  is  distinctly  seen  from  Cronstadt.  A 
sumptuous  entertainment  is  given  there  yearly^ 
from  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  founder; 
and  the  gardens  are  then  thrown  open  to  the 
public,  and  brilliantly  illuminated. 


Bwift,  proceeding  at  the  rate  of  twenty-three  miles  an  hoar, 
so  as  to  outstrip  vessels  propelled  by  steam !  So  much  for 
the  ingenuity  of  man. 

*  Since  we  visited  this  port,  it  has  been  subjected  to  dread- 
ful calamities,  both  from  fire  and  water.  By  the  former, 
which  was  supposed  to  have  been  occasioned,  not  by  ac- 
cident, but  by  villany,  government  suffered  a  loss  of 
50,0(Xtf.  At  another  time,  the  sea,  having  overflowed  its 
boundaries,  drove  back  the  waters  of  the  Neva,  and  many 
of  the  houses  and  their  inmates  were  swept  off  in  a  moment. 
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It  is  impossible  to  finish  this  imperfect  sketch 
of  Cronstadt,  without  adverting  once  more  to 
Mr.  Booker^  and  his  lady.  They  occupy  the 
principal  house  here ;  and  beneath  its  roof  the 
stranger  is  sure  of  experiencing  a  cordial  wel- 
corne^  and  of  receiving  those  grateful  attentions 
which  are  prompted  by  genuine  hospitalily. 


and  the  batteriet  were  materially  injared.  The  whole  scene 
was  most  appalling,  and  the  loss  sustained  enonnous.  Great 
nnproremeBts  are  now  making :  the  glacis  is  raised  above 
the  highest  water-mark|  so  as  to  protect  the  town,  in  future, 
from  a  similar  calamity.  The  town-wall  was  covered  with 
masses  of  granite,  which  have  been  blasted  by  gunpowder, 
and  the  fiure  of  the  stone  chiseled  and  put  together,  forming 
a  beautiful  wall  resembling  mosaic,  and  having  a  fine  effect. 
The  gates  are  defended  by  two  round  towers,  which  enfilade 
the  works.  Streets  are  paving,  and  the  brick  houses  co- 
vering with  plaster.  The  canal  which  surrounds  the  Ad- 
miralty is  to  be  completed  this  year,  and  all  the  sea  bat* 
teriei,  which  were  washed  away,  are  now  rebuilt.  These 
improvements  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years>  render 
Cronstadt  one  of  the  handsomest  towns,  of  its  size,  in 
Russia. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Depariurejrom  CronHadt,  and  environs  of  8t.Peier$burg.-~^ 
Cotton  manufactory.  —  Convent  of  St,  Alexander  Nevsfym 

—  Cemetery.  —  Watchmen  at  villas*  —  Punishment  of  the 
knout.  —  Coins  and  money,  —  Orders  of  merit,  —  Police. 

—  Boohellers.  —  Nobility.  —  Morale.  —  Emperor  Akx^ 
under.  — Firesjor  coachmen. — PubUe  funeral. — Costumeu 

—  Marriages,  — Jews,  —  Clubs.  —  Public  gardens.  ^^Ad'^ 
ministration  of  justice.  —  Hotels.  —  Spies. 


On  our  return  by  the  steam-boat,  which  leaves 
Cronstadt  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  view  the  environs  of  the  capital, 
driving  along  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  on  which 
the  number  of  small  and  gay  vessels  presented  a 
very  animated  scene.  About  eight  versts  off  to 
the  right,  we  visited  a  manufactory,  founded  by 
Prince  Potemkin,  for  making  porcelain,  crystal, 
and  mirrors.  Here  there  is  a  square,  with  furnaces 
erected  on  each  side,  and  apartments  for  glass- 
cutting,  in  which  a  number  of  hands  were  em- 
ployed ;  and  in  one  room  there  was  an  exhibition 
of  glass  for  sale.*    Some  of  the  plates  for  mirrors 

*  Aq  important  discovery  has  been  made  in  the  cutting  of 
glass.  If  a  round  glass  body  is  to  be  cut,  a  line  is.  marked 
with  a  piece  of  flint  (having  a  sharp  angle,  an  agate,  and  file,) 
exactly  on  the  place  where  it  is  to  be  cut;  a  long  thread 
dipped  in  sulphur  is  then  passed  three  times  round  the  line, 
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were  of  extraordinary  dimensions,  although  they 
did  not  exceed  those  in  the  manufactory  near 
Paris,  where  is  one  117  inches  in  height,  which 
cost  13,199  francs.  We  afterwards  proceeded 
to  an  extensive  manufiictory  for  the  spinning  of 
cotton,  which  has  an  institution  connected  witfi 
it  that  does  honour  to  the  government ;  M 
one  thousand  young  persons  of  both  sexes,  from 
the  foundling  hospital,  are  employed  here,  who 
are  clothed,  maintained,  and  educated  at  the 
public  expence.  What  principally  attracted  our 
attention  was,  the  systematic  order  and  regularity 
that  prevail  throughout  every  department,  com« 
billed  with  that  comfort,  cleanliness,  and  happi-> 
ness  which  the  inmates  exhibit :  the  latter,  in 
fact,  is  depicted  in  the  countenance  and  general 
appearance  of*  all.  They  rise  at  six  o'clock  to 
work,  break&st  at  eight,  dine  at  twelve,  and  sup 
at  six  in  the  evening.  They  have  meat  five 
times  a  week,  with  soup;  and  porridge,  with 
milk  and  bread,  at  supper^  and  are  allowed 
to  eat  as  much  as  they  choose,  excepting  as  to 
butcher's  meat.  At  meals  they  assemble  in  a 
great  hall,  which  we  happened  to  enter  during 
the  hour  of  dinner,  and  witnessed  the  interest-^ 
ing  spectacle.     In  this  apartment  (SIO  feet  in 


and  is  burned.  On  the  glass  being  heated,  drops  of  cold 
water  are  to  be  put  on  it,  when  the  pieces  will  separate  with 
the  utmost  exactness. 
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lengtht  and  42  in  breadth),  are  four  table8» 
with  divisions  of  six  feet  to  separate  the  sexes, 
the  boys  sitting  at  one  end  of  the  hall»  and  the 
girls  at  the  other.  In  an  adjoining  room  the 
dishes  are  raised  by  machinery  from  the  kitchens 
beneath.  After  taking  their  seats,  they  stand 
up,  and  sing  the  Lord's  Prayer  set  to  music, 
which  is  succeeded  by  a  hymn.  I  will  venture 
to  affirm,  that  healthier,  better  clothed,  and  more 
orderly  children,  are  not  to  be  seen  in  any  institu- 
tion. The  girls'  dress  is  peculiarly  neat ;  thdr 
hair  is  tucked  up  and  fastened  with  a  comb ; 
and  the  boys  wear  jackets  and  trowsers.  They 
receive  the  one-half  of  their  earnings,  which 
amounts  from  two  and  a  half  to  twenty  *five  rubles 
a  monUi.  The  remainder  is  put  out  at  interest, 
until  the  period  of  their  marriage,  when  they  are 
at  liberty  either  to  quit  the  institution,  or  to 
enter  into  an  engagement  for  six  years  in  the 
capacity  of  domestics.  They  receive  eight 
rubles  monthly,  until  they  arrive  at  sixteen 
years  of  age.  After  work  they  are  taught  to 
read  and  write  for  two  hours,  and  also  in* 
atructed  in  mathematics  and  drawing,  &c»  if 
found  to  have  any  capacity  for  such  pursuits. 
We  were  shown  some  specimens  of  their  talents 
in  drawing,  which  certainly  indicated  no  ordinary 
ability.  It  is  calculated  that  the  sum  of  twenty 
rubles  monthly  per  head,  or  240,000  rubles 
per  annum,  defray  the  entire  expences  of  this 
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institution.  Military  are  stationed  as  guards  io 
different  parts  of  the  cotton^null,  which  is  350 
feet  long,  and  has  a  neat  church  adjoining 
it.  This  establiAment  is  under  the  special  pa^^ 
tronage  of  the  Dowager  Empress,  and  the  unre- 
mitted exertions  and  attention  Her  Mi^estf 
unifbnnly  bestows  on  it^  reflect  the  highest 
honour  on  her.  The  whole  is  superintended  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  a  Scotchman,  who  has  the  title  of 
Colonel,  although  he  is  a  merchant,  and  has 
never  been  in  the  army;  for  such  distinctions  are 
oommon  in  this  country,  and  tities  of  nobility, 
with  orders  of  merit,  are  often  bestowed  on  mer* 
cantile  characters  and  others  not  connected  with 
the  army ;  but  it  should  be  remarked,  that,  by 
a  recent  regulation,  nobUity  ccmferred  on  indivi* 
duals  of  the  class  of  merchants,  for  services  ren* 
dered  to  the  state,  is  merely  for  life,  and  not 
transmitted  to  descendants ;  a  law,  however,  that 
has  no  retrospective  effect. 

On  returning  to  town,  we  were  stopped  at  the 
barrier,  and  notwithstanding  the  short  distance, 
and  the  few  hours  that  had  elapsed  since  our  de* 
parture,  our  names  were  again  demanded,  and 
questions  put  to  us  as  to  the  object  of  our  visits 
and  other  circumstances  which  had  been  so 
recentiy  explained.  We  then  alighted  at  the 
convent  of  St  Alexander  Nevsky.  This  is  a 
most  extensive  cluster  of  buildings,  containing  an 
elegant  church,  with  a  residence  for  the  metro- 
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politsDy  gardens,  a  convent  for  monks,  and  a 
smaller  church  contiguous.  It  was  originally 
founded  by  Peter  the  Great,  and  is  said  to  be 
erected  on  the  very  spot  where  the  celebrated 
warrior,  Alexander  Yarosldvich  obtained  a  dis- 
tinguished victory  over  the  Swedes  in  the  year 
1340 ;  in  consequence  of  which,  when  he  was 
canocdaed,  he  received  the  cc^omen  of  Nevdcy, 
that  memorable  exploit  having  been  accom- 
plished on  the  banks  of  the  Neva.  The  edifice 
itself  is  fimdfully  built  in  the  form  of  an  eagle, 
with  extended  wings,  which  reminds  us  of  that 
pious  whim,  which  induced  Philip  IL  to  build 
the  Escurial,  dedicated  to  San  Lorenzo,  in  the 
shape  of  a  gridiron.  But  although  commenced 
by  Peter,  the  present  church  was  not  completed 
till  1790,  when  it  was  finished  after  the  de* 
signs  of  the  architect  Starov.*  Over  the  en- 
trance is  a  representation  of  Christ  entering  into 
Jerusalem.  The  ceiling  is  particularly  striking 
from  its  beautiful  paintings  in  fresco,  which  have 
a  brilliant  eflfect  The  great  aisle  has  twelve 
columns  on  each  side,  and  at  the  extremity  is  a 
lofty  dome,  illuminated  by  several  windows. 
Under  this  stands  the  altar,  concealed  by  cur* 
tains,  which  are  drawn  aside  only  during  service. 

*  Starov,  who  was  a  pupil  of  Kakorinov,  the  architect  of 
the  huilding  for  the  Academy  of  the  Fine  ArU,  died  ia 

1816. 
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We  were,  however,  permitted  to  view  this  sanc- 
tuary, which  is  adorned  with  a  very  fine  painting 
of  the  Annunciation,  by  Raphael  Mengs,  of 
whose  pencil  it  is  considered  one  of  the  best  pro- 
ductions. The  most  remaii:able  object  in  this 
church  is  the  tomb  of  Saint  Alexander  Nevsky, 
to  the  right  of  the  altar,  in  the  form  of  a  sarco- 
phagus, with  a  canopy.  The  approach  to  it  is 
by  three  steps,  and  over  it  is  a  painting  of  dur 
Saviour.  Each  side  of  the  tomb  contains  repre- 
sentations of  the  actions  of  this  Saint.  The  wall 
at  the  back,  from  top  to  bottom,  is  covered  with 
silver,  and  that  on  each  side  decorated  with  tro- 
phies of  armour  and  warlike  instruments.  The 
weight  of  the  whole  is  calculated  at  S14  poods 
of  silver.*  This  monument  is  held  in  most  pro- 
found veneration  by  the  Russians,  and  we  ob« 
9erved  several  persons  prostrating  themselves 
before  it,  offering  up  prayers,  and  saluting  it 
with  as  much  devotion  as  is  shown  by  the  pil- 
grims at  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  On  the  29th  of 
August  a  festival  is  held  in  commemoration  of 
St.  Alexander,  at  which  the  imperial  family  and 
nobility  are  present*  On  this  day  the  whole  city 
is  in  motion,  the  shops  are  shut  up,  the  police- 
office  itself  closed,  every  one  is  dressed  in  his 
best  attire,  and  illuminations  take  place  in  the 
evening;  but  these  are  paltry  in  the  extreme, 

*  One  pood  is  eqiial  to  40  lbs.  Eoglidi* 
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there  being  only  earthen  veBsdis  set  on  the 
ground  along  the  aides  of  the  streets.  With 
respect  to  the  church,  it  is  then  crowded  to  8u£* 
focation ;  and  those  who  obtain  admittance  con« 
ttder  themselves  as  peculiarly  fortunate.  In  fixmt 
of  the  tomb  is  a  glass-case,  where  is  preserved  the 
jaw*bone  of  a  bishop,  who  may,  perhaps,  be 
raidced,  from  this  mark  of  honour,  as  another 
Saint;  besides  which  valuable  memento  there 
are  many  <^lier  items  to  swell  the  inventory  of 
consecrated  trumpery  (trotnperk) ;  from  which 
it  may  be  conjectured,  that  the  manufistctoring  of 
^<  genuine"  relics  is  as  profitable  a  trade  here  as 
the  maauftcturing  of  <<  old  masters^  is  among 
picture-dealers.  Near  to  this  altar  is  a  splendid 
seat  of  red  velvet  fitted  up  fi»r  the  Emperor,  with 
fiiU-length  portraits  of  the  Empress  Catherine  and 
Peter.  We  remarked  a  number  of  pidures, 
such  as  the  Saviour  presenting  the  keys  to  St 
Peter,  the  Last  Supper,  the  Descent  from  the 
Cross,  and  the  Ascension ;  also  one  oi  the  present 
Dowager  Empress,  with  her  son  Alexander  (then 
a  youthX  and  his  consort  On  the  walb  are  the 
Vii^n  and  child^  in  gold  and  silver  frames. 
.  Attached  to  the  convent  is  the  small  chapel  of 
the  Annunciation,  where  is  a  column  of  marble, 
with  aa  inscription^  pmnting  out  diat  three 
children  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  are  interred 
below.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  these 
royal  in&ots  were  not  deposited  with  die  other 
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.  branches  of  the  imperial  house  in  the  church  of 
the  fortress.  On  this  spot  also  is  erected  a  mo- 
nument to  Suwarrow,  or  Suvarov,  with  this 
inscription :  *-—  *'  Generalissimo  Prince  ItaUnsky, 
Count  Alexander  Vassilivich  Suvarov*Rin)ninsky, 
bom  November  13.  1729 ;  died  May  6.  1800.'* 
And  also  the  monuments  of  Panin,  Prince  Bes- 
borodkoy  the  Narishkin  family^  Prince  Alexander 
Viasemsky,  Field- Marshal  Dolgoruky,  Field- 
Marshal  Galitzin,  Count  Shuvalov,  and  many 

.other  celebrated  characters.  In  the  sacristy  we 
were  shown  the  caps  of  red  and  black  velvet, 
covered  with  silver  and  gold,  which  are  worn  by 
the  priests  when  officiating.  , 

After  inspecting  this  church,  we  were  con- 
ducted to  another,   denominated  the  Nevsky 

^  chapel,  which  is  surrounded  with  a  narrow  gal- 
lery, supported  by  thirteen  columns.  The.alt^r 
here  absolutely  dazzles  the  eyes  by  its  excessive 

.splendour  and  brilliancy.  Among  the  maqy 
paintings  that,  adorn  it,  is  a  highly  beautiful  one 
of  our  Saviour  removing  the  doubts  of  Peter. 
The  pictures  of  the  Virgin  Mary  we  saw  here 

.  are  completely  loaded  with  diamonds,  pearls,  and 
pcecious  stones;   and  it  is  altogether  singular, 

.  that  she  and  the  child  are  uniformly  represented 
with  tawny  countenances, — in  many  instances  as 

.  negroes.    The  superstitious  devotion  paid  to  the 
.Virgin,  both  in  this  and  Roman  Catholic  coun- 
tries, where  she  is,  almost  blasphemously,  styled 
VOL.  I.  z 
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Hhe  Queen  of  HeAven/H^  ^ft^quiantiy  been  i^- 
'})robated'by  Protestant  writers  as  k  relic  df  Paglm 
^polytheism;  and  the  ju^Uiig  artifiees  i^esorted 
•to,  in  order  to  impress  the  multitude 'With  a  due 
'awe  for  this  female  divinity,  would,  if  detailed, 
'fbrm  an  important  chapter  in  the  'history  of  su- 
perstition and  imposture.    Some  of  these  tricks 
'are  iu  such  a  complete  mountebank  style,  tbdt 
4hey  would  be  ludicrous  did  lihey  not  e^xcite  un- 
qudified  abhorrence    and    contempt     I  have 
actually^seen  a  puppet  of  the  Viigin  in  Italy, 
•which  was  mAde  to  shed  tears— ^  for  tine  sins  6f 
this  world ! ! 

The  cemetery  of  this  convent  is  erowded  wife 
the  most  elegant  and  expensive '  toketis  of  affec- 
tion for  the  dead,  in  a  variety  of  shapes, 'such 
*as  monuments  of  white  marble,  large  cit)sses, 
columns,  figures  of  angels,  &c.  and  many  of 
them  have  inscriptions.  It  is  also  scattered 
with  a  profusion  of  flowers,  which,  in  sum- 
mer, have  a  very  pleasing  appearance,  and  are 
•certainly  more  proper  and  deceit,  considering 
fhe  sanctity  of  the  spot,  than*  the  practice  of  let- 
'  ting  out  such  places,  as  is  often  the  Case  in-Eng- 
land,  as  grazing  ground  for  cattle,  or  even  their 
allowing  them  to  be  common '  thoroughfares. 
There  is  a  monument  erected  here  to  Lomono- 
sov,  the  father  of  the  modern  literature  Of  Rus- 
sia;  a  man  of  the  most  varied  talents,  and  a 
writer  of  undoubted  genius.     Another  is  to  the 


C£M£T£BY.  3S9 

jjxexffory  of  Michael  Nikitich  ^pr^yiev  (thfi 
uncle  of  the  poet  Batiushkoy),  yfhq  was  que  of 
the  1904  elegaqt  prose  wiriters  and  i^oraUsts  gf 
this  country^  and  tutor  to  the  Grand  Dukes 
Alexander  and  Constantine  -p  and  who  died  29th 
July  (August  10.)>  1907»  Ojie  of  the  monuments 
Jiere  v«^  on  ^q  large  a  scale,  as  to  be  very  con- 
3picuoua,  ^nd  of*  such  admix^ble  sculpture  as 
well  to  merit  attention :  it  represents  a  female 
jkneeling  in  profound  g^ri^ef  at  an  altar  before  a 
crpss. 

J^t  one  tomb  we  beheld  a  lady  iBvrin^ing  her 
hands,  weeping,  and  apparently  oyeri^vhe^ro^d 
with  grief  This  sacred  ground  is  gr.eatly 
courted  by  persons  of  distinctiQn,  .>vho  cQncejive 
it  a  high  honour  to  haye  their  own  ashes,  or  thp^e 
of  friends,  laid  here. 

In  some  parts  of  the  empire,  during  the  period 
,of  Christmas,  puppets  that  ,t9qye  on  wires  are 
carried  about,  exhibiting  tl?e  Births  of  Christ,  &c.; 
while  the  priests,  considering  this  their  harvest 
time,  go  from  house  to  house,  holdiqg  up  the 
cro^s,  and  informing  the  inhabitants  that  a  Sa- 
viour is  born.  On  Good  Friday,  after  a  similar 
practice  I  \yitnessed  at  Jerusalem,  a  tragical  re- 
.presentatipn  is  given  of  the  funeral  of  our  Lord. 
On  Eastqr,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  every 
church  bell  is  in  motion,  and  the  priests,  with 
their  flock,  walk  round  their  temples,  hold- 
ing up  wa^-lights,  during  which  the  figure  is 
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taken  from  the  grave,  and  laid  on  the  front  of 
the  altar,  while  the  people  exclaim  that  the  Sa- 
viour is  risen.  In  the  evening  it  is  carried  to 
the  grave,  with  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  it. 

The  locd  situation  of  the  cemetery  I  have 
alluded  to  appears  to  suggest  some  observations 
not  altogether  unimportant  It  appears  to  point 
out  the  expediency  of  all  places  of  interment 
1)eing  at  some  distance  from  towns.  Public  de« 
cency  requires  it ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
this  has  been  totally  overlooked  in  our  own 
country,  where  the  evil  has  been  complained  of 
with  great  justice.  It  will  be  found  that  an 
-anxiety  prevails  not  only  to  bury  beneath 
churches,  but  in  the  ground  attached  to  them, 
^hich  is,  for  the  most  part,  crowded  to  excess, 
and  it  therefore  often  becomes  a  difficult  task  to 
find  a  new  grave,  or,  in  fact,  even  open  an  old 
oile,  without  disturbing  human  ashes.  Is  it  not 
revolting  to  reflect,  on  committing  the  mortal 
remains  of  a  fellow-creature  to  the  silent  man- 
fsion,  that  they  will  probably  be  treated  in  the  same 
'Careless  manner  as  those  now  disturbed  by  the 
sexton  ?  and  does  it  not  naturally  lead  us  to  con- 
clude, that  our  own  ashes,  when  consigned  to 
the  dust,  will  meet  with  a  similar  treatment? 
In  England,  church-yards  are  not  only  often 
thrown  open,  but  frequently  made  common  tho- 
roughfares, or  used  for  drying  linen  and  other 
domestic  purposes.    Not  only  do  such  practices 
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tend  to  diminish  that  proper  respect  for  the 
mansions  of  the  dead,  but  when  the  funeral  ser- 
vice is  read  in  a  spot  surrounded  by  streets  and 
houses,  it  necessarily  loses  much  of  its  solemnity 
and  impressive  effect  Among  the  ancients  it 
was  the  custom  to  bury  the  dead  without  their 
cities,  and  the  same  practice  prevails  in  most 
countries  at  the  present  day;  which,  indeed, 
serves  to  illustrate  one  part,  among  others*,  of 
the  inspired  volume,  where  it  is  said,  that  <*  Abra- 
ham stood  up  from  before  his  dead,  and  said  unto 
the  sons  of  Heth,  give  me  a  possession  of  a 
bur3dng  place  with  you,  that  I  may  bury  my  dead 
otrf  qfmy  sight ^;**  a  desire  repeated  by  the  Pa- 
triarch. I  The  cemetery  of  P^reJa^Chaise  at 
Paris,  and  that  at  Copenhagen,  which  are,  per* 
haps,  altogether  unrivalled  in  Europe  for  extent, 
and  the  order  and  beauty  in  which  they  are 
kept,  are  beyond  those  capitals,  and  exhibit  the 
greatest  taste  and  propriety.  It  is,  however,  for 
the  sake  of  the  living,  not  of  tlie  dead,  that  a 
decent  respect  is  to  be  shown  to  the  mouldering 
remains  of  humanity,  since  the  treatment  these 
receive  cannot  possibly  affect  the  latter — can- 
not detract  aught  from  their  bliss,  or  add  a  single 
pang  to  their  misery.  Without  adverting  to  the 
absurd  superstitions  inculcated  on  this  subject, 
it  may  suffice  to  observe,  that  rather  contradic* 

*  Gen.  XXXV.  19.  t  ^s"*  ***"•  ^>  *• 

t  Gen.  xxiii.  8. 
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tory  opinions  are  Entertained  respecting  it ;  for 
the  field  of  honour,  as  it  is  styled,  is  no  more 
consecrated  ground,  than  is  the  cross-way  where 
felons  are  interred.  What  a  singular  trait,  too, 
is  it  in  hutnan  nature,  that  person^  who  take  no 
thought  of  tlieir  souls,  are  frequently  those  who 
are  most  solicitous  concerning  the  final  disposal 
of  their  bodies ! 

On  leaving  the  convent,  we  passed  several 
villas  in  the  environs,  many  of  which,  being  en- 
veloped in  trees,  afford  harbour  for  those  who  are 
intent  on  depredations.  Watchmen  dre,  there- 
fore, employed  j  and  in  order  to  prove  that  these 
guardians  are  on  the  alert,  the  following  mode  id 
employed :  —  from  a  large  pole,  which  is  at- 
tached horizontally  to  two  trees,  is  suspended  a 
piece  of  thick  iron,  probably  two  feet  by  four  in 
breadth ;  this  the  watchman  strikes  at  different 
hours  of  the  night  with  a  hanimer,  and  a  piece 
of  iron.  The  noise  is  something  like  a  gong, 
and  heard  at  a  great  distance  j  yet  a  rattle,  it 
might  be  supposed,  would  answer  the  purpose 
equally  well,  and  be  used  in  any  part  of  the 
grounds.  Near  one  villa  we  saw  an  inscrip- 
tion in  four  languages,  authorising  every  persott 
of  respectable  appearance  and  behaviour  to 
amuse  himself  unmolested  as  he  chooses. 

There  is  an  asylum  here  for  lunatics,  and 
»nany  private  houses  for  the  recq)tion   of  that 
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uiifortciBfite  classy  but  w^,  could  sot  aacectajn. 
their  piecise  numher.. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  make  sooiie  ts^saeUaq^ 
ous  observatioiis  on  the  capital  and  its  inhabit- 
ants,  pirevioualy  to  taking  my  leave  of  it 

In  paving  the  streets,  the  mode  is  first  to  mak^ 
aaquare,  a  wide  extended  cross^  or  th^  form  of  a 
diamond^  of  large  stones,  after  which  it  is  filled 
ap  with  small  stones,  and  these  are  secured  hy 
pieces  of  brick. 

A  spot,  sometimes  called  the  Square  of  Mars» 
which  occupies  a  great  extent  of  ground,  sdmilar 
to  that  at  Paris,  is  set  apart  ^r  exercising  thq 
troops ;  but  the  small  posts  and  cords,  like 
those  on  a  race  ground,  to  prevent  the  intrusion 
of  carriages,  have  a  paltry  effect.  Near  thi? 
spot,  is  an  equestrian  statue  of  Suvarov,  who  is 
represented  in  a  warlike  attitude,  holding  his 
sword  in  the  right  hand,  and  resting  his  lef^  on  a 
pedestal  of  marble,  raised  upon  three  st^s,  on 
which  is  placed  a  crown  and  sceptre,  as  if  he  was 
in  the  act  of  protecting  them. 

Having  formerly  alluded  to  the  punishment  of 
the  knout,  it  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that  the 
place  set  apart  for  its  infliction  on  criminals  is 
that  whe;re  cattle  ^re  sold.  The  i^stru^l^nt  em- 
ployed is  fixed  to  a  wooden  handle  one  foot  in 
length,  to  which  are  attached  several  thongs, 
extending  two  feet,  and  twisted  together,  which, 
after  Imoig  laid  in  milk  ^aod  wal^r,  ;»re  dried  in 
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the  sun,  in  order  that  they  may  operate  more 
powerfuUy.*  To  the  end  of  these  is  fastened  a 
single  tough  thong  one  foot  and  a  half  in  lengthy 
and  capable  of  being  changed  by  the  execu* 
tioner,  when  he  finds  it  too  weak,  or  softened  or 
clotted  with  the  blood  of  the  miserable  sufferer. 
There  have  formerly  been  instances  of  Uiis  terri-^ 
ble  punishment  being  inflicted  on  persons  of 
rank.  In  confirmation  of  this  fact,  it  may  be 
stated  that  a  lady,  distinguished  for  her  beauty, 
accomplishments,  and  elegance,  and,  at  one  time, 
almost  idolized,  having  been  charged  with  being 
implicated  in  a  conspiracy,  was,  to  the  eternal 

*  A  philanthropist,  on  visiting  this  country,  went  directly 
to  tlie  house  of  the  executioner,  when  the  following  dialogue 
took  place :  — 

P.  Can  you  inflict  the  knout  so  as  to  occasion  death  ? 

E.  I  can« 

P.  In  how  short  a  time  ? 

£•  In  a  day  or  two. 

P.  Have  you  ever  inflicted  it? 

£•  I  have. 

P.  Have  you  lately  ? 

£•  Yes :  the  last  man  I  flogged  died  ot  the  puilish- 
ment. 

p.  In  what  manner  do  you  make  it  mortal  ? 

£•  By  one  or  more  strokes  on  the  sides,  which  carry  off 
large  pieces  of  flesh. 

P.  Do  you  receive  orders  to  inflict  it  severely? 

£.  I  do. 

It  is  also  related  that  he  saw  a  man  and  woman  suffer. 
The  latter  was  first  lashed,  receiving  five  strokes,  which  pe- 
netrated the  flesh;  and  the  man  had  sixty;  afterwards  thefr 
nostrils  were  split,  aad  they  were  branded  by  puncturing. 
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disgrslce  of  the  Russian  character,  brought  out  as 
a  common  felon,  and  after  being  rudely  treated^ 
wad  placed  upon  the  scaffold.  At  the  very  first 
lash  the  skin  was  peeled  from  her  neck  to  the 
very  end  of  her  back,  and  afterwards,  as  a  refine^ 
ment  of  barbarity,  her  tongue  was  cut,  and  she  was 
hurried  off  to  Siberia  to  end  there  the  remainder 
of  her  days.  Catherine  also  once  exercised  her 
vindictive  disposition  towards  a  young  female 
whom  she  had  turned  off,  whose  chamber  was 
invaded  during  her  sleep,  and  an  officer  inflicted 
im  her,  upon  the  spot,  this  dreadful  punishment 
Persons  condemned  to  the  knout,  and  after- 
wards to  banishment,  walk  to  the  spot  of  pu* 
nishment«  On  being  cured,  they  are  dressed 
in  grey  coats,  on  the  back  of  which  is  a  particu- 
lar mark,  and  are  then  chained  to  each  other,  and 
sent  off  guarded  by  a  file  of*  soldiers. 

With  respect  to  the  coins  of  Russia,  it  may, 
in  general,  be  remarked,  that  they  are  as  easy  to 
be  understood  as  those  in  France.  Previous  to 
the  tenth  century,  none  seem  to  have  been 
known  in  the  empire ;  and  by  some  it  is  sup* 
posed  that  the  first  coinage  was  introduced  by 
the  Tatars,  whose  money  was  stamped  with  the 
arms  of  Moscow ;  namely,  a  horseman  striking  a 
dragoon  with  his  spear.  The  name  of  kopek 
owes  its  origin  to  the  word  kope,  signifying  a 
spear.  At  present  there  are  kopeks  of  80,  40, 
and  10  pieces^  and  the  latter  is  of  the  value  of 
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one  peonj;    No  rsAnt  was  established^,  but  gold 
and  sUversmiths  struck  the  coins^  and  were  at 
liberty  to  eonvert  them  iiito  mooey  of  real  vakie^ 
The  sixteenth  century  may  be  coosidered  the 
period  when  what  may  properly  be  termed  a 
coinage  took  place^  in  a  mintopenedat  Moscow. 
The  first  rabies  (at  present  equal  to  8d.  ster-- 
ling)  were  struck  in  1654«   Pi^r  money  »  cur* 
rent,  and  passes  under  the  name  of  amgnations/' 
There  are  notes  of  50,  25,    10,  and  S  rubles 
each  3  the  first  three  are  of  a  white,  the  fourth  is 
of  red,  and  the  latter  of  a  blue   colour ;  and 
being  held  up  before  the  light,  the  number  of 
each  is  distinctly  seen,  which  is  conveaient  fiar 
those  who  cannot  read  the  Russian  charactera. 
These  notes  are  taken  without  examination  or 
precaution  :  at  least  if  one  is  indorsed,  it  is  ob- 
jected to,  and  passed  again  with  great  difficulty, 
a  circumstance  that  travellers  ou^t  to  attend 
to.      The  geld  coins  used   are   the   Imperial 
(weighing  188^  English  grains),  the  half  Impe- 
lial^  and  the  ducat.    In  calculating  money  in 
public  offices  or  shops,  the  Russians  do  not  em- 
ploy pen  and  ink,  but  use  what  is  called  the 
stchot,  supposed  to  have  been  derived  from  the 
Chinese ;  which  may  be  described  as  a  board 
fitted  up  with  twelve  wires,  or  cross  bars^  on 
which  are  small  yellow  and  black  balls  o£  bone, 
nine  to  each  bar.    At  a  distance  tins  machine 
has  the  af^earance  c€sl  musical  iaatniment  c  the 
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two  lower  bars,  whkh  are  at  a  greater  distance 
from  the  others,  are  intended  for  the  calculation 
of  kopeks,  and  the  retnaining  ten  for  rubles  i 
and  this  mode  of  counting  is  performed  with 
great  rapidity  and  fkcility.* 

The  Eagle  in  the  imperial  coat  of  arms»  was 
first  introduced  in  ld04.  The  orders  of  merit, 
in  founding  which  the  fair  sex  appear  not  to  be 
lost  sight  of,  are  as  follows,  viz<  of  St  Andrew, 
St.  CatheHne,  St^  Alexander  Nevsky,  St  George, 
St.  Vladimir,  and  St.  Anne.  The  first^mentioned 
of  these  Was  founded  by  Peter  the  Great,  with 
the  view  of  stimulating  the  nobility  in  a  war 
against  the  Turks.  The  sedond  was  instituted 
itt  171 4>  in  grateftil  recollection  of  the  assistance 
derived  by  Peter  from  bis  consort  in  the  damp  of 
Pruth,  and  is  conferred  only  upon  ladies.  The 
third  was  created  by  Catherine  I.  in  17185  j  the 
two  following  by  Catherine  II.  in  I759  and 
1782 ;  and  the  last  by  the  Duke  of  Holstein,  in 
17d5|  in  honbur  of  his  Duchess  Anne.   It  is  un^ 

*  Subjoined  is  aii  account  of  some  of  the  pHncipal  mem^ 
sares )  ^-^  The  Ruaeian  foot  is  the  same  as  that  tn  EoglaDd.  A 
fathom,  or  sazhlo,  is  7  feet  1  inch.  A  verst,  500  fathoms. 
500  sazhins  is  1  verst,  and  S  versts  is  equal  to  two  miles 
English.  An  Utshin  is  2S  English  inches.  S  arshins  make 
1  sazhin ;  and  a  pood  is  40  Russian,  or  56  British  lb«k  The 
desiatio,  which  is  a  land  measure,  is  equal  to  two  acres,  two 
roods,  175-7th  poles  of  British  standard  measure.  The' 
weights,  and  the  liquid  and  other  measures  of  this  country^ 
are  too  nuAierous  to  biention  h^e. 
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necessary  to  describe  the  insignia  connected  with 
the  several  honours.  Besides  the  preceding, 
there  are  several  minor  orders,  some  of  which 
are  conferred  on  civilians. 

There  are  seven  newspapers  in  the  Russian 
and  French,  and  two  in  the  German  language, 
published  here ;  yet  no  liberty  of  expression  is 
allowed,  the  press  being  completely  under  the 
surveillance  of  a  censorship;   so  that  should 
there  happen  to  be  any  thing  in  the  debates  of 
the  British  Parliament,  in  the  slightest  degree 
un&vourable  towards  this  country,  not  one  syl- 
lable of  it  must  be  introduced  into  the  Russian 
journals ;  or  should  any  of  them  be  so  indiscreet, 
woe  to  both  publisher  and  printer;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  most  trifling  paragraph  written 
in  their  favour,  is  greedily  snatched  at,  and  tri- 
umphantly blazed  and  commented  upon  in  the 
prints.     Of  course  there  is  no  discussion,  no 
party,  no  opposition  ;  but  that  beautiful  harmony 
of  sentiment  and  opinion,  which  John  Bull  has 
not  taste  enough  to  relish,  but  would  be  apt  to 
term  insipid.     The  English  journals   are  not 
always  particularly  flattering  to  our  patriotism, 
for  while  one  abuses  this  set  of  men,  another 
attacks  their  adversaries,  so  that,  to  an  impar- 
tial observer,  it  is  often  difficult  to  say  which 
is  the  worse.      But  here  you   may    conceive 
yourself  in  the  latitude  of  Utopia :  every  thing 
is  admirable,    every   thing    praiseworthy,   and 
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nothing  to  be  found  deserving  censure.  Well 
may  we  exclaim,  "  O  /  feUces  nimium  /  "  not 
forgetting  to  add,  <<  ter  quaterqtie  beatos  guos  ir^ 
rupta  tenet  copulaJ^  The  system  is  excellent  as 
far  as  it  goes :  it  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  the 
government  cannot  gag  the  press  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  prohibit  it  from  uttering  aught  that  is 
disagreeable  to  its  too  sensitive  ears.  There  is, 
perhaps,  too,  another  somewhat  disagreeable  cir- 
cumstance attending  such  a  system ;  namely, 
that  whenever  public  opinion  expresses  itself,  it  is 
not  in  blustering  words,  but  in  action  —  in  con- 
spiracies and  revolutions.  The  freedom  of  the 
press  may  be  abused ;  nay  it  often  is  abused;  but 
are  our  hands  to  be  continually  manacled,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  theft  or  rapine? 
Besides  there  are  many  very  unpalatable  truths 
which  yet  are  not  seditious :  but  here  solitudp- 
nem  facitmtj  pacem  appellant.  The  Russian  go- 
vern roent,  however,  must  be  allowed  to  put  in 
practice  the  conduct  recommended  by  our  great 
moralist,  who  observes,  that  "  it  is  not  more 
reasonable  to  have  the  liberty  of  writing  unre- 
strained, because  writers  may  be  censured,  than 
it  would  be  to  sleep  with  our  doors  unbolted, 
because,  by  our  laws,  we  can  hang  a  thief."  But 
is  it,  then,  a  hopeless  problem  in  legislation,  to 
discover  some  mode  of  checking  the  abuse  of  the 
right,  while  it  is  allowed  to  be  exercised  within 
due  bounds.     As  to  the  above  comparison,  it  is 
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not  exactly  corr^t  wltk  rejgsgrd  ^  JR^ussia^  for 
i9he  does  not  merelj  bolt  her  door,  but  absolutely 
Jbricks  it  up  i  and  it  laayt  therefore,  be  4oubted» 
'WbQther  the  security  thus  obtained  is  no^  ipore 
than  .Gpunte^rbalanced  by  the  inconvenience. 

The  foUowipg  are  a  few  of  the  many  facts  that 
.migjtit  be  adduced  in  confirmation  of  the  jealousy, 
^illiberality,  AV^d  that  cowardly  pusillanimity  of 
.th^  government*    An  editor  of  one  of  the  news- 
p^^p^s  having  heard,  that  I  had  brought  a  volume 
x>f  my  ^tcav^  in  .Palestine  to  present  to  the 
Jlmperor,  HTg^d  vft^,  s|s  a  miitter  of  &vour  and 
inter^est,  to  peripit  him  to  .copy  from  it  a  de- 
scription of*  .the  city  of  Jerusalem*    After  he 
jh^  retained  the  volume  some  time  for  this  pur- 
pose, I  inquirq^  the  reason  why  the^tract  had 
not  appeared.;  on  which  he  said,  **  Ah !  mon- 
sieur, malheureuse^ient  il  est  defendu/'     On 
ikski^g  for  a  fui;ther  explanation,  he  informed  me 
that  the  censor  of  his  paper  had  positively  re- 
fused to  admit  it,  because  it  might  be  considered 
^  connected  with  the  English  Bible  Society  at 
.St  Petersburg !     Yet  there  was  not  one  syllable 
relative  to  that  subject;  it  being  .merely  a  de- 
.scription  of  the  Holy  City.    From  not  meeting 
in  any  of  the  newspapers  with    accounts  of 
:qrim^  or  breaches  of  the  peace  in  this  large 
metropolis,  or^  indeed,  in  any  part  of  the  Ilussi;^n 
dominions,  a  stranger  might  be  apt  to  conclude 
that  the  people  were  highly  distiqguished  for 


^dod  ocdtf^moBidky,  andtraiiquUUt^^  Tbe&ct, 
Jbowerer,  ds^tbat  the  ttttDWt  soiioitiiide  is  exiencifled 
iio  <ke£^  allr^Ucih  in^rmatiohfrwi  tbe  pullUc :  for 
allhoughia  muixbf  should  hwe  heeio  leominkted, 
.attemied  iwitli  .otrcmrntaactes  ^f  the  wost  a£rociftus 
inaitlire,  a  \pric^ciuiid  fiilence^isobaecfvad,  and  leyery 
4me  kept  in  total  ignocance  of  it,,  ad  >ffKr  as  the 
5oiirnaIs  \ane  (conceraed. 

On  ^one  accasion,  !a  /person  happened  to  lom 
his  watoh  in  the  street,  'when  it  having  been 
fonod  \xy  tanother,  the  circuiastamse  iras  adverted 
to  in  a  nrewspapei:,  mevelyTas  fln;antide:of  iilteUi- 
^aeei;  but,  incredible*  as  it  imay  <aeefn,  ikhe 
police  pjouBced  iupon  ithe  >p0or  editor,  for  pre- 
suming io  /make  such  :an  insertion,  and  ihe  iiras 
iKlually^iflted  1000  rubles:!  Ht  is  oneigrand  ob- 
ject of  this  despotic  govemodent  to  keep  ihe 
publicdnrthe^dark,  as  well raslo  facts  and  occut- 
rences,  as  to  the  state  ofpdlitical  afiaifs  in  gene- 
TcQ.  As  a.prbof^  too,  >of  this  most  contemptible 
and  ridibulous  pusiUanimity  on  the  part  of  ;the 
government,  the  folk) wing. anecdote,  if  H  can.be 
credited, >is  sufficient: — ^an  Italian,  who  keeps 
la. small  print-shop  in  the  Nevsky  Prospect,  in 
order  to  attract  attention,  stuok  up  several  prints 
«t  the  wiiMiow.  One  of  these  happened  to  be  a 
Aussian  general  in  all  his  military  trappings,  and 
the  second  was  an  English  bull-dog.  Both  were 
fastened  with  pins,  that  they  might  be  replaced 
by  others  with  more  facility.  It  so  happened 
that  tbe  mastiff  was  placed  iu  the  i  upper,  and 
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the  warrior  in  the  lower  pane  of  glass,  and  that 
the  former,  by  some  accident,  having  given  way, 
carried  the  latter  with  it;  by  which,  of  course, 
the  general  was  laid  flat  by  the  animal,  and  in  that 
state  they  remained  for  some  time.  This  circum- 
stance got  to  the  ears  of  the  police,  whme  high 
indignation  it  did  not  fail  to  excite,  it  being  con* 
sidered  an  unpardonable  insult    They  entered 
the  shop,  remonstrated  with  the  Italian,  accusing 
him  of  placing  an  English  bull-dog  upon  a  Rus- 
sian general,  to  show  he  was  in  the  act  of  worry- 
ing him ;  and,  after  terrifying  the  poor  fellow, 
threatened  to  bring  him  to  condign  punishment 
What  follows  is  another  precious  iq>ecimen  of 
the  same  system  :  -—a  steam-boat  with  a  party 
of  pleasure  from  Stockholm,  made  a  trip  to  Abo, 
from  which  they  were  induced  to  extend  their  ex- 
cursion to  St  Petersburg.      Accordingly,  they 
cast  anchor  at  Cronstadt  where  the  baggage  and 
every  thing  on  board  having  been  examined  by 
the  proper  officer,  they  were  allowed  to  proceed. 
On  arriving  at  the  capital,  they  found  a  complete 
embargo  laid  on  their  luggage ;  not  being  allowed 
to  use  their  wearing  apparel,  on  which  official 
seals  were  put,    while  at  the  same  time  they 
were  prohibited  from  sleeping  on  shore.     Here 
they  were  detained,  not  three,  but  six  weeks, 
and  obliged  to  go  through   the   farce  of  ad- 
vertising their  names,  and  their  intention  to  re- 
turn.   Various  other  acts,  on  the  part  of  the 
police,  might  be  pointed  out  equally  absurd  and 
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ludicrous;  The  adage,  '^Fasestabhostedocere/' 
is  one  that  ought  rather  to  be  cherished  by  a 
government  that  has  really  at  heart  the  welfare  of 
itssubjects.  National,  like  individual  vanity,  blinds 
us  a»  to  our  failings  and  demerits :  from  whom^ 
therefore,  are  we,  it  maybe  demanded,  so  likely  to 
hear  truths,  bitter  and  unpalatable  indeed,  yet 
not  the  less  salutary,  as  from  those  whose  par- 
tiality has  a  contrary  bias  ?  If  nations  were  as 
wise  as  unfortunately  they  are  not,  they  would 
rather  seek  to  profit  by  the  opinions  of  their 
neighbours,  instead  of  deeming  themselves  mo- 
dels of  perfection.  As  to  the  policy  of  a  govern- 
ment which  is  so  sensitively  alive  to  the  least  ex- 
pression of  public  opinion,  that  it  endeavours,  by 
every  means  to  suppress  it,  little  indeed  can  be 
said  in  its  favour;  for  it  not  only  indicates  a 
perfect  consciousness  of  its  weakness  and  its 
errors,  but  the  very  means  adopted  to  prevent 
any  innovation  must  ultimately  lead  to  it  in  its 
most  dreadful  form,  thatof  popular  convulsion. 
It  is  to  the  obstinacy  and  jealousy  of  the  Romish 
church  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  Reformation. 
To  attempt  to  repress  opinion,  is  to  attempt  to 
do  that  which  no  human  power  can  possibly 
eiFect  Nay,  in  the  most  despotic  governments^ 
the  sovereign  is  often  the  most  abject  slave  of 
opinion  and  prejudice.  The  Grand  Signior  him- 
self) who  can  order  the  head  of  his  vizier  to  be 
cut  off  with  as  little  ceremony  as  he  can  slice  an 
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apple,  dares  not  omit  going  in  state  to  tbe 
mosque  every  Friday,  and  trembles  even  for  his 
own  head  should  the  old  women  and  rabUe  of 
Constantinople  look  coldly  on  him;  and  bis 
Sublime  Highness  is  doubtless  perfectly  aware, 
that  the  signal  for  discontent  once  given^  there 
is  very  little  to  afford  him  protection. 

There  is  a  hbrary  kept  by  Plochard,  which  is 
much  HBSorted  to  by  Englishmen ;  and  it  is  a 
curious  fact,  that  it  is  not  very  many  years  ago, 
that  is  to  say,  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Catlierine,  that  book-stalls  were  first  seen  in  the 
markets  and  fairs  of  the  country  towns.  The 
number  of  periodical  publications  may  be  cal^ 
culated  at  seventy.  This  may  perhaps  startle 
the  reader,  and  dispose  him  to  think  that  it  af^ 
fords  in  itself  satisfactory  proof  of  the  freedom 
enjoyed  in  this  country  by  the  press ;  but,  as 
formerly  observed,  this  is  by  no  means  the  case, 
for  the  government  has  complete  control  and 
superintendance  over  it.  Authors  as  well  as 
booksellers  are  subject  to  punishment,  and  per- 
haps to  a  trip  to  Siberia, ,  if  they  presume  to 
insert  any  article  which  is  not  altogether  palat- 
able.  In  such  journals,  therefore,  as  may  be 
presumed,  the  discussion  of  politics  is  most  stu- 
diously avoided.  It  behoves  travellers,  likewise^ 
to  be  very  cautious  in  bringing  English  pub- 
lications with  them,  since  they  are  most  narrowly 
examined,  and  more  especially  those  which  treat 
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of  any  thing  on  Russia.*  It  often  happens,  that  if 
books,  even  of  the  rtiost  trifling  kind,  and  for  the 
amusement  of  children,  are  received  from  Eng- 
land,  they  are  sent  to  the  censor,  who  determines 
if  they  shall  be  restored  to  the  owner  or  not,  as 
he  sees  proper ;  but  even  then,  not  without  great 
delay,  trouble,  and  inconvenience  to  the  parties. 
The  pro\dsions  which  the  lower  orders  chiefly 
subsist  on,  are  rye-bread,  buck-wheat,  cabbages, 
and  mushrooms.  There  are  stalls  in  the  streets, 
where  black  bread,  and  an  acidulous  beverage, 
called  quass,  and  gingerbread,  boiled  eggs,  &c. 
are  sold.t  With  respect  to  the  national  penchant 

f  This  subject  cannot  be  touched  upon  without  adverting 
to  the  circumstance  of  an  Englishman  having  published  an  ac- 
count of  Russia,  and  dedicating  it  to  the  Emperor  Alexander; 
but  the  contents  were  relished  so  little,  that  they  actually 
became  the  subject  of  an  ukase,  in  which  His  Majesty,  in* 
stead  of  laughing  at  its  falsehoods,  or  profiting  by  its  truths, 
very  sagely  resolved  that  no  foreign  writer  should  dedicate  a 
book  to  him  without  permission ;  as  if  this  could  prevent  his 
name  from  being  aiBxed  to  any  foreign  publication.  Yet  what 
wastheefiect  of  this  extraordinary  prohibition? — The  publica* 
tion  was  eagerly  sought  after,  and,  of  course,  obtained  a  rapid 
circulation ;  in  short,  it  was  just  the  very  means  of  making 
the  work  known,  and  forwarding  the  views  of  the  author. 

f  As  to  provisions,  their  prices  are  regulated  according 
to  the  season.  Beef  is  from  ^^d*  to  3^d,  per  lb.  Lamb  and  mut- 
ton are  sold  by  the  quarter.  Quarter  of  lamb,  1«.  Shoulder 
of  mutton,  ed.  Quarter  of  it,  2s.  Id.  Shoulder  of  veal,  6d. 
Quarter  of  it,  2«.  lid.  Fowls,  2s.  a  couple.  Partridges,  6d. 
a  pair.  A  large  turkey,  Ss.  4</.  Salt  butter,  Sd.  to  lOd.  per  lb. ; 
fresh,  Ss.  W.  per  lb.  Oysters,  4«f.  and  even  sometimes  (in 
winter)  2s»  Sd^etLch;  aild  eggs  three  for  Id.  and  oAen  4dL 
A  A  2 
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for  oil,  which  the  lower  orders  are  said  to  esteem 
even  a  delicacy,  it  is  about  as  true  as  that 
Frenchmen  live  on  frogs,  and  English  labourers 
on  roast  beef  and  plum-pudding.  After  all, 
such  things  are  mere  matters  of  taste ;  and,  if  it 
has  happened  that  a  Russian  boor  has  sometimes 
swallowed  the  contents  of  a  lamp,  his  appetite 
is  not  much  coarser  than  that  of  a  fair  Spanish 
donna,  whose  breath  betrays  her  attachment  to 
savoury  compounds  of  garlic  and  onions.  But 
wherefore  should  people  ridicule  and  abuse 
each  other  for  such  little  trifles  ? 

All  dealers,  whether  within  or  out  of  doors, 
and  I  can  speak  from  personal  observation,  en- 
deavour to  impose,  as  far  as  their  ingenuity 
can  extend,  on  their  customers,  particularly  on 
those  who  are  strangers,  asking  double  the  value 
of  their  articles  j  a  hint,  it  is  trusted,  travellers 


a  piece !  Bread  is  much  the  same  price  as  in  England.  A 
bottle  of  cream  is  Sd.  In  the  preparation  of  all  vegetables, 
sugar  is  uniformly  mixed  up.  Immediately  previous  to  dinner 
a  glass  of  spirits  or  liquor  is  taken,  by  way  of  whetter  or 
provocative,  and  a  mouthful  of  dry  salt-fish  or  ham.  The 
wages  of  a  coachman,  with  clothes  and  maintenance,  1/.  per 
month;  footman  for  do.,  with  clothes  and  maintenance, 
12».  ed.  A  female  cook,  IL  S*.  monthly ;  and  house* 
maid,  from  9s»  to  18;.  a  month.  If  board-wages  are  given 
the  sum  allowed  is  4fd.  a  day.  Each  servant  is  subjected  in 
an  annual  tax  to  government  of  five  rubles  for  «  a  permission 
of  residence,"  or  liberty  to  take  up  his  abode  in  the  city. 
In  the  case  of  foreigners,  men  pay  10,  and  females  5  rubles. 
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will  attend  to.  We  therefore  always  dealt,  if 
possible,  with  either  our  own  countrymen,  or 
Germans,  the  latter  of  whom  are  numerous 
here.  If,  however,  there  be  some  lack  of 
honesty  and  fair  dealing  on  the  part  of  the 
trade^eople,  there  is  no  want  of  politeness  on 
that  of  their  customers,  as  the  latter  make  a 
point  of  pulling  off  their  hats  when  they  enter  a 
shop  ;  a  practice  that  might  surely  have  obtained 
for  the  Russians  the  credit  of  being  a  polite 
nation,  and  highly  attentive  to  biensSance.  Even 
in  the  post-houses  and  public  offices  the  same 
mark  of  respect  is  looked  for ;  or,  if  omitted, 
you  are  probably  reminded  of  the  breach  of  de- 
corum by  one  of  the  sentinels  or  attendants. 
Whether  they  would  exact  the  same  show  of 
good-breeding  from  a  Quaker,  I  cannot  say. 

Among  the  regulations  laid  down  in  the  prison 
for  criminals,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention 
thefollowing: — They  are  obliged,  from  March  1. 
to  November  1.  to  rise  at  five ;  and  from  the 
latter  to  the  former  period,  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
]iK)ming.  Half  an  hour  is  allowed  for  washing 
themselves,  half  an  hour  for  prayer ;  when  one  of 
them  is  appointed  to  read  a  chapter  of  the  New 
Testament,  and  another  a  psalm,  aloud.  Their 
breakfast  consists  of  rye  bread  and  salt ;  and 
after  it,  they  are  allowed  to  walk  for  half  an 
hour.  The  hours  of  working  are  from  seven  to 
twelve  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  two  to  seven 
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o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  During  working; 
silence  19  commanded ;  and  those  who  dksobey, 
are  fed  on  bread  and  water.  At  finishing  their 
employments  for  the  day,  all  their  tools  are 
taken  from  them.  From  seven  to  half  past  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  they  are  ag^n  permitted 
to  walk  in  the  yard  ^  at  the  expiration  of  this 
time»  one  reads  a  chapter  in  the  New  Testament* 
At  eight  o'clock  they  sup,  after  which  half  an 
hour  is  allowed  for  their  devotions.  On  sabbaths 
and  holidays  the  criminals  attend  the  prison 
ehapel;  the  remainder  of  these  days  are  em- 
ployed in  receiving  religious  advice  from  the 
clergyman.  Spirituous  liquors,  articles  of  lux- 
ury and  extravagance,  gaming,  singing,  smoking 
tobacco,  &c.  are  expressly  forbidden.  Surely 
such  a  system  of  discipline  must  be  admitted  to 
be  quite  as  moral  as  that  of  our  prisons. 

Ladders  employed  in  building,  appear  to  be 
dangerous,  although  of  simple  ccHistruction,  being 
a  large  pole  or  log  of  wood,  with  sticks  across 
§0T  steps,  about  two  feet  in  length,  similar  to  the 
spars  or  small  sticks  for  poultry  to  mount  id 
going  to  roost  On  the  top  of  these  a  board 
projects  in  front,  like  a  small  scaffi)ld,  resting  od 
pieces  of  wood  at  each  end  attached  to  the  pole^ 
with  an  aperture  in  the  centre  to  enable  the  per- 
son who  mounts  it  to  get  through  at  the  summits 
These  are  ascended  with  facility  by  the  Rus- 
sians, with  enormous  loads  on  their  heads  ^  nor 
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do  thej  appear  to  be  under  the  slightest  degree 
of  apprehensioD  for  their  personal  safety. 

Towers  are  erected  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  where  guards  are  stationed  night  and  day, 
to  give  alarm  in  case  of  fire.  A  flag^staff  is  on 
the  tapf  and  balls  are  hoisted  whensoever  such 
an  accident  occurs. 

Perhaps  in  no  other  country  does  there  exist 
a  more  marked  difference  in  the  distinction  of 
ranks.  Princes  absolutely  swarm  here,  and»  as 
may  theref<»*e  be  supposed,  many  of  them  are 
in  exceedingly  poor  circumstances  $  for  some 
persons  in  our  own  country  would,  according  to 
a  vulgar  but  significant  expression,  <<buy  and 
sell"  hundreds  of  them.  If  a  person  be  a 
prince,  however  numerous  his  family  may  be,  all 
his  sons  enjoy  the  same  title  ;  and  however  low 
may  be  their  purse,  they  hold  it  to  be  ex* 
ceedingly  derogatory  to  their  dignity  to  asso* 
ciate  with,  or  even  to  be  seen  to  sit  in  company 
with  a  roturier.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  theit 
pride  of  birth,  and  their  hauteur,  some  are 
actually  engaged  in  trade;  and  a  bankruptcy 
has  lately  been  announced  of  a  prince,  for  seven 
millions  of  rubles.  British  merchants  in  St 
Petersburg,  however  respectable  they  may  be, 
both  for  wealth  and  integrity,  are,  in  the  eyes 
of  these  would-be  great  personages,  absolutely 
of  no  account,  or  rather  people  whose  society 
ought  to  be  shunned,  rank  being  a  sine  qua  nan 

A  A  4 


S60  NOBILITY. 

with  them«  I  recollect  having  heard  an  English 
lady  of  rank  here  express  her  regret  that  she  could 
not  presume  to  invite  an  English  merchant  to  sit 
down  at  her  table  with  one  of  these  princes.  I 
once  took  the  opportunity,  at  a  dinner  party,  to 
meation  to  one  of  these  nobles,  that  some  of  our 
blood  royal  associate  with  commoners,  and  even 
preside  at  public  festivals,  where  there  might  be 
some  hundreds  of  merchants  and  citizens ;  on 
which  he  i^peared  altogether  overwhelmed  with 
astonishment,  considering  it  an  act  of  degra* 
dation  on  the  part  of  persons  of  such  rank.  In 
short,  a  prince,  or  not  a  prince,  <<that  is  the 
question''  with  all  of  them. 

Another  circumstance  that  detracts  consi* 
derably  from  the  pleasure  of  society,  is,  the 
restraint  necessarily  imposed  upon  all  by  the  ap- 
prehension that  any  remarks  dropped,  in  the 
course  of  conversation,  may  reach  the  ears  of 
the  police,  which  are  exceedingly  long  and  ca- 
pacious. Even  in  the  circle  of  such  of  our 
countrymen  as  are  domesticated  here,  we  ob- 
served the  same  caution,  the  same  measured 
language :  no  one  cares  even  to  hint  his  opinion 
as  to  any  thing  connected  in  the  slightest  degree 
)vith  politics.  What  a  misfortune  it  is  that  men 
were  not  created  mere  automata,  pieces  of  me* 
chanism,  pliant  puppets,  that  an  imperial  show- 
master  might  direct  just  as  he  pleased !  Stilly 
even  in  Russia,  people  will  not  always  submit  to 
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be  tongue-tied;  and  unless  the  country  retro* 
grades  in  civilization  as  rapidly  as  it  has  advancedf 
government  must  relax  its  despotic  severity. 

With  respect  to  the  state  of  morals,  we  can** 
not  compliment  the  Russians  very  highly  in 
this  respect,  at  the  same  time  we  must   not 
estimate  them  by  the  standard  set  up  by  some 
writers.      A  nation   is    not  to  be  judged   by 
anecdotes,  even  though  they  be  all  undeniably 
and  individually  true ;  for  what  should  we  think 
of  the  traveller  who  should  gravely  assert,  that, 
in  England,  it  is  the  custom  for  some  of  the 
lower  orders  to  sell  their  wives  whenever  they 
are  tired  of  them  ;  that  our  physicians  placard 
their  names  in  the  streets ;  that  it  is  the  custom 
for  very  "  respectable"  people,  of  both  sexes,  to 
advertise  in  the  papers  for  a  matrimonial  part- 
ner* ;  or  that  church  preferments  are  offered  to 
the  highest  bidder,  through  the  same  channels. 
A  foreigner,  too,  might  be  pardoned  for  doubt- 
ing, whether  we  are  really  entitled  to  all  the  mo- 
rality for  which  we  take  credit  to  ourselves,  when 
he  reads  our  numerous  reports  of  trials  for  crim. 
con.  and  breach  of  promise  of  marriage ;  of  the 
expertness  of  our  pickpockets,  and  their  activity 
at  all  public  places ;  of  our  magnificent  swindling 
schemes,  and  joint-stock  companies;  or,  when 
he  beholds  the  number  of  our  gin-shops,  flash- 
houses,  and  those  gorgeous  temples,  dedicated 

*  The  Morning  Herald  is  the  favourite  organ  of  these,  as 
it  should  seem,  very  unfortunate  votaries  of  Hymen. 
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to  the  mammon  of  gambling.  What  must  an 
unprgudiced  person  think  of  us,  when  he 
peruses  the  mass  of  scandal  weekly  vomited 
forth  in  the  Sunday  papers,  to  relieve  the  ex- 
cessive dulness  of  an  English  sabbath  ?  It  is 
true,  we  have  not  so  rigorous  and  oppressive  a 
police  as  that  in  Russia ;  but  we  have  game  laws ; 
and  iff  too,  we  have  neither  serfe  nor  slaves,  we 
have  a  tremendous  number  of  paupers,  equally 
degraded,  and  still  more  unfortunate.  Let  not 
our  patriotism  get  altogether  the  better  o£  can* 
dour  and  charity ;  but  confess  that,  if  there  be 
many  things  very  bad  in  Russia,  there  are  many 
also  in  England  not  much  better — Jiatjustitia 
ruat  C(Bbem.  If  these  remarks  prove  unpalatable 
to  my  countrymen,  let  them  prove  the  incorrect^ 
ness  of  my  sketch  by  expunging  those  features 
from  which  it  is  taken* 

Nev^,  perhaps,  was  there  a  monarch  more 
averse  to  state  and  ostentation  than  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  or  one  who  so  much  courted  privacy 
and  plainness.  As  I  intended  to  present  to  His 
Majesty  my  volume  of  Travels  in  Palestine,  Sir 
Charles  Bagot  applied  to  the  minister  for  an  au« 
dience ;  and  Count  Nesselrode  accordingly,  by 
command  of  the  Emperor,  appointed  a  day  for 
that  purpose,  but  when  it  arrived  His  Majesty 
was  confined  to  his  apartment  by  indisposition.*^ 

*  The  following  are  the  members  of  the  imperial  fa- 
mily:— 
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Another  time  was  therefore  fixed»  but  it  so  hap^ 
pened  that  he  was  busily  occupied  in  urgent 
Btate  matters.  These  delays,  which  occupied 
three  weeks,  proved  a  serious  inconvenience,  aa 
my  time  was  limited,  and  there  is  no  trifling  with 
weather  in  this  latitude.  The  truth  is,  we  had 
left  England  late  in  the  season,  and  were,  more- 
over, anxious  to  visit  Moscow;  after  which  we  had 
still  a  long  journey  beibre  us.  I  would  therefore 
recommend  to  travellers  who  may  be  inclined  to 


The  dowager  Emprem,  a  Princess  of  Wktemberg,  who 
bad  five  princes  and  three  princesses. 

1 .  Alexander  Pavlovich,  Emperor  of  Russia  and  King  of 
Poland,  born  13th  December^  1777;  married  2d  October^ 
179S,  to  Elixaveta  Alexievna  Maria,  sister  of  the  Grand 
Puke  of  Baden.  He  ascended  the  throne  at  twenty-^four  years 
of  age»  12th  March,  1801,  and  was  crowned  at  Moscow  L5th 
September  that  year. 

^.  Constantino  Pavlovich,  bom  8th  May,  1779;  mar- 
ried to  Anna  Pheodorovna,  bom  28d  September,  1781,  sister 
of  the  Prince  of  Coburg,  divorced,  and  then  united  to  Jane 
Princess  Lowiez. 

S.  Nicolai  PaTlovich,  born  6th  July,  1798;  marrie«t 
ISth  July,  1817,  Charlotte,  daughter  of  the  King  of  Prussia, 
18th  August,  1819  i  succeeded  his  brother  Alexander,  Ist 
December,  1825* 

4.  Michael  Pavlovich,  born  8th  Februfary,  1798. 

5.  Alexander  Pavlovich,  born  13th  December,  1784^ 

6.  Maria,  bora  4rth  Feb.  1786. 

7.  Ekatarina,  bora  10th  May,  1788. 

8.  Anna,  born  7th  January,  1795,  said  to  have  declined 
an  offer  of  the  hand  of  one  of  the  princes  of  England,  mar- 
ried to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  son  of  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands. 
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make  the  same  route  and  enjoy  the  fine  season, 
to  leave  England  about  the  month  of  March.  I 
found,  however,  that  I  could  not  quit  the  capital 
without  first  intimating  my  intention  to  His 
Majesty,  and  extricating  myself  from  the  obliga^- 
tion  to  appear  before  him. 

I  have  already  mentioned  a  particular  erection 
in  front  of  the  palace  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
izvoshtshiki,  or  drivers  of  carriages.  Many  others 
are  to  be  seen  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  par- 
ticularly at  the  theatres  and  all  public  places 
where  a  number  of  equipages  are  collected,  and 
where  the  drivers  are  obliged  to  wait  for  some 
hours  to  take  up  the  company.  In  winter,  these 
places  have  a  most  comfortable  appearance  from 
the  blazing  fires  to  be  seen  there ;  independently, 
too,  of  their  comfort  and  utility,  they  are  so 
neat  as  to  be  in  some  degree  ornamental  also. 

In  different  quarters  of  the  city  are  stations 
where  day-labourers  assemble  for  hire  ;  particu- 
larly in. the  square  of  the  Kazan  church,  where 
they  may  be  seen  in  groups,  some  standing, 
others  lolling  and  sprawling  on  the  ground,  and 
many  asleep.  In  other  parts  of  the  town,  females 
assemble  in  a  similar  manner  for  the  purpose  of 
ofiering  their  services  for  hire.  There  are  a 
great  many  dogs  constantly  prowling  about  the 
streets :  it  is  therefore  deemed  expedient,  as  soon 
as  the  hot  weather  commences,  to  destroy  such 
as  have  no  collars  to  indicate  that  they  belong  to 
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any  owners.  The  slaughter  of  these  animals 
takes  place  in  the  dead  of  night,  when  the  polipe 
proceed  in  parties,  and  take  their  station  at  the 
end  of  a  street,  while  others  chase  the  dogs  be- 
fore them  to  that  spot,  where  they  are  killed 
with  bludgeons  by  those  waiting  for  them.  This 
practice,  which  is  of  rather  recent  date,  is  said 
to  have  originated  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
late  Emperor  having  been  one  night  attacked  by 
one  of  these  animals  while  driving  incog,  in  his 
droshka.  The  next  morning  no  dogs  were  to  be 
seen  in  the  streets. 

A  funeral  passing  under  our  window,  afibrded 
us  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  ceremony 
with  those  usual  in  England  on  similar  occasions. 
This  was  one  of  more  than  ordinary  pomp,  being 
that  of  a  general  officer  who  had  long  served  the 
Emperor  in  a  confidential  situation.  The  order 
of  procession  was  as  follows:— after  a  dragoon 
on  horseback,  in  a  blue  uniform,  to  dear  the 
way,  came  several  officers;  two  of  whom,  in  the 
centre,  carried  red  velvet  cushions,  on  which 
were  laid  the  arms  of  the  deceased ;  next  suc- 
ceeded the  body  in  a  gilded  coffin,  in  the  form 
of  a  sarcophagus,  on  which  was  his  bat.  There 
was  no  pall ;  so  that  the  coffin  was  quite  exposed 
to  view,  and  it  was  placed  on  a  carriage  drawn 
by  six  horses,  something  like  a  hearse,  but  with- 
out any  top.  On  each  side  of  the  horses  walked 
attendants,  muffled  up  in  black  cloaks,  and  wear- 
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iog  brosd  hats  that  hung  down  on  each  side; 
and  although  it  was  mid-day,  they  all  carried 
lighted  torches.    Behind  the  body  walked  several 
of  the  personal  friends  of  the  deceased,  in  the 
centre  of  whom  was  the  chief-mourner,  with  ri- 
bands of  different  colours  attached  to  his  left 
shoulder.    Several  soldiers  and  oflk^ers  brought 
up  the  rear;  but  they  were  without  fire-arms;  and 
the  dioulder«knots  of  the  latterwere  covered  witii 
crape*  After  these  came  drummers,  whose  drums 
were  covered  with  black  cloth,  and  the  drum- 
major  marched  in  front,  with  his  large  staff  of 
authority  wrapped  round  with  crapa     A  band 
of  music  next  appeared,  and  another  troop  of 
sddiers,  with  the  r^mental  colours,  and  their 
muskets  laid  horizontally  on  their  arms.     This 
part  of  the  procession  was  closed  by  196  com« 
panics  of  soldiers,  four  drummers  with  their 
drums  muffled,  and  five  field-pieces  covered  with 
black  cloth,  two  abreast,  and  drawn  by  four 
black  horses,  with  artillery-men  on  each  side. 
The  carriage  of  the  deceased  followed,  filled 
with  the  ladies  of  his  family ;  and  then  those 
containing  His  Excellency  Sir  Charles  Bagot, 
the  consul-general,  and  several  persons  of  rank ; 
there  were  also  about  twenty  droshkas,  for  the 
accommodation  of  those  who  walked,  on  their 
return  from  the  place  of  interment     A  pro- 
digious   crowd    attended   the   cortege.     In  a 
pompous  eulogium  on  this  officer,  it  was  men*- 
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tioned  that  one  of  his  ancestors  had  founded  in 
the  East  Indies  a  monasteiy^  under  l^e  name  of 
the  Bethkmtes,  in  166?.* 

There  does  not  ap()ear  to  be  any  tiling  very  dif- 
ferent in  the  females  of  the  lower  order,  from 
the  same  class  in  our  own  country.  They  wear  a 
jupe  dress  of  some  gaudy  colour,  and  the  sleeves 
oi  the  shift  are  displayed.  Some  of  Ae  better 
sort,  when  abroad,  wear  a  silk  haikikerchief 
thrown  over  their  cap.  The  women  are  ill 
very  plain,  having  mostly  flat  features,  and  their 
complexi(»is  are  generally  very  sallow*^ unless 
we  choose  rather  to  term  thera  brunette^  as  the 
less  invidious  term  of  the  two ;  but  many  of 
them  are  so  daubed  with  paint,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  say  what  is  the  natural  hue  of  their  skin.  The 
men,  however,  are  athletic  and  hardy,  and  when 
wrapped  in  their  skuhes  might,  both  from  their 
dress  and  physiognomy,  be  taken  fox  Arabs.  It 
must  be  confessed,  however,  that  both  sexes 
have  remarkably  flne  teeth ;  which  is  attributed 
to  the  etfectof  the  black  bread  they  eat.  Tiiere 
are,  too,  very  few  cripples  or  deformed  persons 

^  I  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  adverting  to  an  ex- 
traordinary ordinance  (1827)  which  has  been  issued  by  the 
King  of  Sardinia  since  these  pages  were  written,  conveying 
the  strongest  proof  of  Catholic  intolerance ;  namely,  probi* 
biting  Protestants  in  his  dominions  from  being  interred  with 
any  public  ceremony,  and  their  funerals  from  being  attended 
by  more  than  twelve  persons  professing  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion. 
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to  be  seen ;  which  is  certamly  not  the  case  in 
Rome.*  Their  dress  is  fastened  at  the  waist  by  a 
sash,  in  which  they  usually  carry  the  implements 
of  their  trade;  and  their  necks  are  much  ex- 
posed, their  hair  cropped  close  under  theneck,  and 
above  it  is  cut  evenly  and  nicely  round,  like  a 
wig.  A  bushy  beard  is  considered  by  Russians 
as  much  as  by  the  Turks  an  ornament  to  the  male 
visage ;  and  it  certainly  gives  the  countenance  a 
fierce  air.  Their  gloves,  which  sometimes  reach 
as  high  as  the  elbows,  have  only  a  thumb,  the 
fingers  being  confined  as  in  a  stocking,  and  the 
feet  are  cased  in  exceedingly  clumsy  boots.  Shoes 
are  worn  by  some,  made  of  wood  and  the  bark 
of  trees  woven  or  matted  together ;  but  stock- 
ings are  seldom  used,  for  instead  of  these  they 
have  some  linen  or  rags  wrapped  round  their  legs, 
which  give  them  a  most  beggarly  appearance. 

Of  the  Russian  language,  I  pretend  not  to 
judge  myself,  except  that  it  sounded  harshly  to 

*  It  may  be  mentioned  here,  that  in  1888  the  deaths  were 
10,047;  births,  8264;  excess  of  mortality,  1763;  and  it  is 
remarkable  this  was  confined  to  the  male  sex.  Persons  fre- 
quently attain  a  great  age :  among  the  deaths  were  seventy- 
six  of  persons  who  had  attained  100  years,  and  several  at 
105,  110,  and  two  at  120.  The  number  of  children  who  die 
annually  are  calculated  to  amount  to  about  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  mortality  of  the  empire.  One  cause  assigned  is  the 
different  emersions  in  cold  water  they  undergo  at  the  period 
of  baptism.  Among  the  higher  ranks,  the  water  used  at  this 
ceremony  is  in  a  tepid  state. 
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my  ears;  yet  I  am  assured  by  a  friend,  who 
has   devoted  much  time  to  the  study   of  it, 
that  he  considers  it  by  far  the  finest  of  the 
modern]  European  idioms,  extremely   copious, 
energetic,  rich,  scmorous,  and  harmonious;  in 
one  word,    "superb."      And  though   it  may 
sound  barbarous  and  harsh  enough  in  the  mouths 
of  the  common  people,  it  doubtless  assumes  a 
very  different    character  when    employed   by 
poets.     No  one  would  do  justice  to  our  owjfi 
language  who  should  estimate  its  powers,   not 
from  Milton  and  Shakspeare,  but  from  hearing  it 
spoken  by  cockneys.    French  is  usually  the  lan- 
guage of  conversation  among  all  who  pretend  to 
be  du  bon  ten  ;  but  the  Russians  themselves  are 
not  now  ashamed  of  reading  their  own  authors, 
as  was  the  case  formerly ;  while  their  literature 
is  beginning  to  attract  the  attention  of  other 
countries, ^although  it  has  hitherto  been  as  com- 
pletely terra  incognita  as  the  recesses  of  Siberia 
itself. 

There  are  no  beggars  in  the  public  streets,  yet 
they  are  often  to  be  seen  in  court-yards,  where 
they  sing  church  music,  as  a  hint  to  the  benevo- 
lent Women  of  the  town  are  prohibited  from 
walking  about,  nor  is  it  safe  even  to  address  one 
in  the  streets,  as  the  police  would  not  fail  to  re- 
primand the  anti-Platonic  enamorato. 

Few  people  submit  to  abuse,  contempt,  and 
personal  chastisement,  so  submissively  as  the 
Russians ;  and,  taken  in  general,  they  are  far 
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from  possessing  what  we  should  call  refinement 
either  in  manners  or  feelings. 

In  this  country  marriage  is  generally  n^o- 
tiated  through  the  intervention  of  friends,  or  else 
the  parents  decide  upon  the  husband;  and  it 
may,  therefore,  be  said  to  be  entered  into  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  female,  who  is  not  allowed 
to  express  any  will  of  her  own,  which,  it  must  be 
admitted,  sa3rs  little  in  favour  of  the  morality  of 
a  nation.  Among  the  ceremonies  used  on  this 
occasion,  it  is  said  that  a  whip  is  presented  to  the 
bride]^by  her  proposed  lord  and  master,  which 
is  certainly  neither  the  most  elegant  or  agree- 
able emblem  of  the  wedded  state,  especially 
should  the  lady  be  disposed  to  think  fit  to  retain 
it  in  her  own  hands,  as  doubtless  sometimes  will 
happen.  Another  ill-omened  ceremony  attend- 
ing the  nuptials^  is  that  of  crowning  the  bride 
with  a  garland  of  wormwood,  as  figurative  of  llie 
bitterness  incident  to  the  matiimomal  state. 
After  the  knot  is  tied,  the  priest  sprinkles  her 
with  hops,  that  plant  being  considered  emble- 
matical of  fertility  — a  symbol  that  would  be 
earnestly  deprecated  by  all  true  Malthusians. 
The  new-made  bride  is  then  conducted  home  by 
a  number  of  dowagers  and  duennas,  preceded 
by  the  priest  carrying  the  cross,  and  an  attendant 
who  offers  up  prayers.  At  table  the  new-nutr- 
ried  pair  are  presented  with  bread  and  salt;  after 
which  an  old  woman  conducts  them  to  tiieir 
chamber,  reminding  the  bride  of  one  most  im- 
portant lesson  ;  namely,  that  although  she  holds 


JEWS-  371 

the  whip,  yet  she  must  '<  obey'*  her  husband. 
It  may  be  further  mentioned,  that  no  people 
-  carry  the  custom  of  making  marriage-presents 
to  a  greater  extent,  than  the  upper  orders.  A 
bride  has  been  known  to  be  so  loaded  with  gifts, 
that  a  large  room  has  been  actually  filled  with 
them,  and  made  a  kind  of  public  exhibition.  It 
may  be  added,  that  in  this  country,  entering  into 
a  second  or  third  maniage  is  disapproved  of^  and 
a  fourth  expressly  prohibited. 

Although  fastidious  delicacy  can  hardly  be  laid 
to  the  charge  of  the  Russians,  yet  they  certainly 
have  some  exceedingly  prudish  notions ;  for  it 
is  considered  absolutely  indecorous  in  any  wo- 
man above  the  lower  orders  to  walk  alone  in  the 
streets,  or  without  an  attendant,  and  also  for  an 
unmarried  lady  and  gentleoian  to  be  seen  toge- 
ther in  public  An  English  gentleman,  with 
whom  I  am  personally  acquainted,  unconscious 
that  there  was  the  least  impropriety  in  doing  so, 
used  frequently  to  walk  abroad  with  a  lady  of 
the  same  country,  to  whom  he  was  then  paying 
his  addresses ;  at  length  the  latter  found  that  her 
female  acqusuntance  looked  very  shy  upon  her, 
and  would  even  pass  without  noticing  her ;  a 
behaviour  for  which  she  was  wholly  at  a  loss  to 
account,  until  the  reason  was  explained  to  her 
by  a  friend. 

;  In  the  Russian  dominions  the  Jews  are  calcu- 
lated to  amount  to  two  millions,  and  are  split 
into  various  sects;   and  although  it  may  be 
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remarked  they  are  a  people  scattered  over  the 
world,  yet  the  strongest  opinions  are  entertained 
as  to  their  final  restoration,  that  they  will  "  be 
gathered,  brought  to  their  own  land,  be  as  one 
nation,  have  one  king,  and  shall  not  be  divided 
any  more."*  By  a  late  ukase,  it  is  ordered  that 
all  of  them  who  have  settled  here,  shall  hence- 
forth be  subject  to  military  service. 

Sunday  is  little  regarded,  at  least  as  far  as  we 
could  judge  from  the  bustle  and  appearance  of 
business  going  on  in  the  streets,  where  carts 
might  be  seen  conveying  goods,  butchers  carry- 
ing  meat,  hawkers  vending  vegetables,  &c.  and 
the  theatres  and  places  of  amusement  are  open. 

Among  the  club-houses,  of  which  there  are  a 
great  variety  in  this  capital,  is  one  that  passes 
under  the  name  of  the  English  Club,  although, 
in  fact,  there  are  very  few  English  residents  who 
belong  to  it.  The  apartments  are  very  splendidly 
fitted  up,  and  amusements  provided  to  suit  dif- 
ferent tastes  ;  for  those  who  seek  literary  or  other 
intelligence,  will  here  meet  with  various  news- 

*  With  regard  to  this  pecaliar  people  it  may  be  mentioned, 
that  when  they  are  in  the  act  of  prayer  they  turn  their  eyes 
towards  Jerusalem ;  and  such  is  their  veneration  for  the  soil 
of  Judea,  that  many  of  them  in  different  countries  procure 
from  Jerusalem  portions  of  earth,  which  are  sprinkled  over 
the  eyes  of  the  deceased  before  interment.  Many  who 
can  afford  the  expense  retire  there  to  die,  that  their  bodies 
may  mingle  with  the  ashes  of  their  ancestors.  It  is  remark- 
able, too,  that  at  Copenhagen  Jews  are  buried  upright,  or 
standing  in  their  coffins. 
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papers  and  journals^  while  those  who  give  the 
preference  to  the  less  intellectual  pastime  of 
cards,  will  find  tables  where  they  may  pursue 
that  amusement  as  long  as  they  please*  Ac-^ 
cording  to  the  regulations  of  this  society,  no 
stranger  can  be  admitted  without  an  order  from 
a  member,  when  his  name  is  entered  in  a  book  ; 
but  even  then  he  cannot  repeat  his  visit  without 
a  fresh  order  each  time.  Some  of  these  clubs 
are  expressly  for  dancing,  others  for  concerts  of 
music.  There  is  also  one  upon  a  less  splendid, 
yet  very  elegant  footing,  for  bourgeois,  where 
persons  may  dine  or  sup  in  a  handsome  style,  at 
a  very  reasonable  rate. 

As  the  soil  on  which  St.  Petersburg  is  built  is 
exceedingly  swampy,  many  of  the  gardens  in  the 
environs  have  been  supplied  with  luxuriant 
eailh  and  mould  from  a  distance.  Besides  the 
walks  along  the  banks  of  the  Neva,  and  others 
in  the  vicinity,  there  is  a  fashionable  promenade 
called  the  Summier  Garden  ;  a  name  it  has  ob- 
tained from  having  originally  belonged  to  the 
Summer  Palace.  This  spot  is  nearly  surrounded 
by  branches  of  the  Neva,  and  inclosed  by  lofty 
and  magnificent  iron  palisades.  It  is  open  to 
the  public ;  but  has  rather  a  sombre  than  invit- 
ing  appearance,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  deco- 
rated witli  numerous  statues  and  busts,  and  the 
walks  are  extensive.  Never  can  I  forget  one 
serene  evening,  when  walking  in  this  spot  along 
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the  shores  of  the  river,  we  gazed  on  its  limpid 
stream,  gliding  smoothly  along,  and  studded  with; 
innumerable  vessels  at  anchor^  while  the  deep 
shade  thrown  over  it  by  the  palaces  formed  a  bold 
contrast  to  the  brilliant  horizon  around,  and  the 
distant  spires  and  various  Iof)y  buildings  made 
a  most  delightful  picture.  But  the  view  of  the 
Neva  in  front,  and  of  the  buildings  on  the  oppo-' 
site  bank,  among  which  the  Exchange  and  its 
two  Fhari  are  most  conspicuous,  contribute^ 
more  than  any  thing  else,  to  the  magnificence  of 
the  prospect.  Nothing,  in  fact,  can  exceed  the 
loveliness  of  the  summer  evenings  here,  which 
eclipse  in  beauty  all  that  imagination  has  pic^ 
tiired  of  the  luxurious  softness  of  the  south.  At 
this  season  of  the  year,  Russia  seems  the  region 
of  poetry;  for  after  sun-set  the  sky  displays 
every  tint  of  the  most  beautiful  purple ;  and  the 
nights  are  so  tranquil  and  delicious,  as  to  be 
absolutely  enchanting. 

In  the  botanical  garden  here,  there  are  calcu-^ 
lated  to  be  more  than  11,000  species,  and  80,000 
single  plants. 

To  change  the  scene  a  little, — to  turn  from  the 
contemplation  of  nature  in  her  fairest  aspect  to 
a  less  poetic  subject,  I  will  here  say  a  few  words 
relative  to  the  administration  of  justice,  which  is 
certainly  not  according  to  the  principles  of 
Astraea ;  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  expound  the 
law,  and  decide  between  litigating  parties,  being 
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neither  immaculate  por  iocorruptible.    Unfor* 
tunately,  the  judges  are  poorly  paid  j  a  circum- 
stance which  always  piroves  injurious  to   the 
great  ends  of  public  justice,  and  naturally  in- 
clines them  to  lean  to   those  who  have  the 
heaviest  purse.    Decisions  are  known  to  be  pro- 
nounced in  favour  of  those  by  whom  douceurs 
have  been  indirectly   conveyed.      Many  facts 
might  be  mentioned  in  confirmation  of  this; 
but  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  following :  — 
One  individual,   clothed    "  in    the   ermine   of 
justice/'  had  most  unblushingly  intimated  to  a 
client,  who  entertained  the  fullest  confidence  in 
his  success,  since  his  claim  was  most  substantially 
founded,  that  he  was  to  decide  according  to  the 
gratuity  which  should  be  offered  to  him.     This 
was  refused,  the  fullest  reliance  being  placed  on 
the  positive  justice  of  the  case ;  yet  the  cause 
was  actually  determined  against  him.  Another  is 
that  of  a  judge  having  been  accosted  by  a  per- 
son, in  the  presence  of  his  secretaries,  holding  a 
reward  in  his  hand.     The  former  affected  to  be 
highly  indignant,  exclaiming:  What!    do  you 
come  to  bribe  me  ?  and  ordered  the  present  to 
be  thrown  on  a  sofa,  as  if  he  despised  it     This 
was  done  accordingly,  when,  afler  the  exit  of 
the  party,  this  "upright**  judge  took  it  up,  and 
"  pocketed  the  affront."     However  inadequate 
their  salaries  may  be,  no  excuse  can  be  offered 
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for  such  a  flagrant  dereliction  of  duty.*  Still  it 
is  incumbent  on  the  government  to  place  judges 
above  temptation,  and  assign  them  such  emolu- 
ments as  may  leave  no  excuse  for  not  administer- 
ing justice  with  perfect  impartiality. 

At  the  hotel  where  we  took  up  an  abode 
during  our  stay,  and  which  was  in  a  cheerful 
and  central  situation  at  the  comer  of  the  Nevsky 
Prospect,  looking  into  the  Admiralty  Square, 
large  stoves  were  erected  in  each  room.  One 
extraordinary  charge  made,  was  for  cleaning  the 
rooms,  which  was  twenty  copecs,  a  pretty  hand- 
some revenue  in  so  large  an  establishment 

With  respect  to  private  lodgings,  the  custom 
is  for  the  party  taking  them  to  pay  a  quarter's 
rent  in  advance,  and  to  subscribe  a  formal  con- 
tract, engaging  to  keep  the  rooms  in  thorough 
repair.  The  houses  are  generally  upon  so  vast 
a  scale,  that  a  single  one  frequently  contains  a 
score  or  more  families ;  and  one  of  the  articles 
in  the  contract  entered  into  with  the  landlord, 
is,  that  in  case  of  fire,  the  individual,  in  whose 
apartments  it  breaks  out,  must  indemnify  the 

*  In  Copenhagen,  the  judges  have  each  150/.  and  the  jus- 
ticiarius,  or  chief  justice,  300/.  annually.  Twelve  form  a 
court,  of  which  the  justiciarius  has  the  casting  vote*  Not- 
withstanding these  moderate  salaries,  such  is  their  incor- 
ruptible integrity,  that  not  an  instance  has  occurred  of 
bribery  or  corruption  among  them  in  the  exercise  of  their 
judicial  acts. 
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whole  of  the  damage  sustained,  should  the 
building  be  destroyed,  which  is  certainly  one 
way  of  teaching  people  caution.  It  would  be 
well  if  in  England  persons  were  taught  that 
they  are  not  at  liberty  to  make  other  people 
suffer  by  their  carelessness,  and  that  a  lodger  or 
servant  may  not  bum  down  your  house  with 
impunity. 

A  carriage  and  pair  of  horses  {and  this  is  a 
most  humble  style  of  equipage  here,  for  four 
horses  are  the  usual  number,)  is  charged  by  the 
day  at  I2s.  6d. ;  or  fifteen  rubles^  if  engaged  by 
the  month,  when  it  may  stand,  with  the  horses 
and  driver,  at  your  door  a  whole  day,  if  you 
choose,  without  your  using  it  This  is  frequently 
done  from  affected  importance. 

There  is  a  table-d'h6te  at  four,  and  another 
at  five  o'clock.  At  the  latter,  which  is  private, 
the  master  and  mistress  preside ;  and  the  charge 
per  head  is  five  rubles,  exclusively  of  wine. 
Those  who  prefer  it,  however,  may  dine  in  their 
own  apartments;  an  arrangement  which  we 
adopted.*  If  we  may  judge  by  the  frequent 
intimations  personally  made  by  our  landlady, 
many  of  the  servants  of  hotels  must  take  a  pe- 
culiar fancy  to  articles  belonging  to  the  guests, 
&c. ;  in  plain  language,  they  are  notorious 
thieves.     We  were  pairticularly  requested  by  her 

*  A  breakfast  of  tea  and  coffee  is  charged  at  1^.  S^d. 
each. 
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to  return  the  silver  spoons  sent  up  at  breakfast 
and  dinner;  or  if  a  single  one  chanced  to  be  in- 
advertently left  in  the  room,  only  five  minutes 
after  the  servant  had  cleared  the  table,  a  message 
was  despatched  to  us.  The  mistress  of  this  hotel 
not  only  complained  grievously  of  the  great 
losses  she  had  sustained  from  domestics  purloin- 
ing these  and  other  articles,  but  assured  us  that 
they .  had  actually  stolen  many,  of  the  keys  of 
her  apartments,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them. 
The  singulariy  unfortunate  penchant  for  the  pro- 
perty of  others  arising,  it  may  charitably  be 
presumed,  from  very  confused  notions  of  the 
meum  and  tuwn^  is  by  no  means  confined  to  ser- 
vants; for  I  have  been  assured,  on  very  good 
authority,  that  even  visitors  will  not  scruple  to 
purloin  any  little  article  of  Kjouterie^  &c.  that 
happens  to  lie  too  temptingly  in  their  way.     In 
this  respect  they  are  as  little  to  be  trusted  as  col- 
lectors of  coins,  who,  in  order  to  possess  them- 
selves of  an  unique^  will  have  recourse  to  expe- 
dients that  show  a  greater  passion  for  vertu  than 
love  of  honesty.  There  have  been  instances  known 
of  such  a  trifle  as  a  silver  spoon  quitting  the  table, 
-^prestOf  and  suugly  lodging  itself  in  the  pocket 
of  one  of  the  guests ;  and  it  is  reported  that  at 
an  entertainment  given  by  one  distinguished  En- 
glish ;nobleman,  on  a  recent  visit  to  this  country, 
a  very  great  Jancy,  was  taken  by  some  of  the 
company  to  several  articles  of  plate  that  com- 
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posed  the  dinner  service.  Let  us  hope,  how^ 
ever,  that  it  was  the  attendants,  not  the  guests, 
who  were  guilty  of  such  in&mous  behavioun 

We  hired  a  domestique  de  place  at  iSve  rubles  a 
day.  These  fellows  being  uniformly  in  the  pay  of 
the  police,  are  mere  spies  on  strangers ;  and  I  am 
persuaded,  that  the  police  were  informed  notonly 
of  every  place  we  visited,  but  all  the  remarks 
we  uttered ;  a  hint  that,  it  is  trusted,  will  not  he, 
thrown  away  upon  future  travellers.  We  learned, . 
too,  that  the  police  were  daily  atour  hotel,  making 
special  inquiries  concerning  what  we  were  about; 
and  as  I  was  frequently  engaged  in  writing,  tkis 
circumstance  occasioned  the  most  violent  suspi- 
cions. One  morning  the  mistress  of  the  hotel 
entered  my  apartment  in  great  agitation,  ex- 
claiming, "  OA,  prenez  garde^  prenez  garde. 
Monsieur^  je  vous  prie!*  On  asking  for  an  ex- 
planation, she  acquainted  me  with  the  danger  of 
writing  so  much ;  adding,  that  she  was  under 
the  greatest  apprehension  that  the  officers  would 
pay  me  a  domiciliary  visit,  and  seize  on  all  my 
papers,  as  they  had  lately  done  to  an  English 
gentleman  there,  a  short  time  previous.  I  must 
confess  that,  hearing  this,  I  was  not  altogether 
easy,  especially  on  recollecting  the  arbitrary 
and  unjust  behaviour  exercised  towards  my 
two  countrymen,  as  has  been  already  pointed 
out,  and  lyas  apprehensive  that  I  might  share  a 
similar  fate,  —  be  hurried  out  of  the  country, — . 
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even  if  not  ordered  to  travel  in  the  direction  of 
Siberia.   On  the  landlady  and  her  husband  again 
strongly  cautioning  me,  I  considered  it  to  be 
no  more  than  prudent  to  attend  to  the  warning 
in  time ;  and  therefore  represented  the  matter  to 
our  ambassador,  requesting  to  be  informed  how 
I  should  act  under  these  circumstances.    From 
him  I  learned  that  Count  Nesselrode,  the  Rus- 
sian minister,    had  been  making  enquiries   re- 
lative to  me ;  but  was  assured  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  representations,  I  might  rest  per- 
fectly easy.     Still,  although  my  fears  were  re- 
moved,   I  had  reason  to  apprehend  that  my 
steps  were  constantly  watched,  until  the  very 
moment  of  our  departure  from  the  capital.  Such 
is  the  system    of  espionage  kept  up  in  this 
country,  that  if  a  servant  be  despatched  with  a 
letter,  especially  if  in  a  hurry,  it  is  a  thousand  to 
one  but  he  takes  it  to  the  governor,  who  opens 
it,  sans  c&^monie,  looks  into  the  contents,  and 
thus  becomes  acquainted  with  your  private  sen- 
timents or  affairs.     The  government  appear  to 
have  persons  scattered  in  all  quarters,  whose  office 
it  is  to  report  whatever  occurs  ;  so  that  nothing, 
however  trifling,  escapes  its  cognizance  :  besides 
which,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  these  public 
scrutinizers  do  not  always  adhere  to  mere  facts, 
but  indulge  in  surmises  prejudicial  to  innocent 
individuals ;  and  woe  be  to  him  whom  they  mark 
out  as  the  object  of  their  vengeance.     At  the. 
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same  time  that  such  a  system  destroys  all  private 
confidence,  and  opens  a  wide  door  to  perfidy  and 
treachery,  it  is  really  disgraceful  in  any  govern- 
ment to  have  recourse  to  isuch  low  and  paltry 
artifices,  which  are  quite  as  much  calculated  to 
entrap  the  innocent  and  unwary,  as  to  check 
those  who  are  evilly  disposed.  Let  such  cowardly 
and  tyrannical  measures,  worthy  of  the  genius 
of  a  Torquemada  and  of  the  holy  Inquisition  * 

—  worthy  only  of  a  land  of  slaves  and  despots 

—  be  abolished,  and  Russia  show  that  she  can 
confide  in  the  willing  love  and  patriotism  of  her 
children. 

'  We  now  prepared  to  quit  the  northern  and 
proceed  to  the  southern  capital  of  the  empire, 
h}it  were  again  reminded  that  our  motions  did 
not  depend  upon  our  own  inclinations  or  coa* 
venience,  and  that  we  should  first  be  obliged  to 
ask  permission  to  do  so.  It  is  in  vain  that  you 
order  horses  to  the  door,  unless  you  have  first 
provided  a  passport ;  and  in  the  view  to  obtain 
this  important  sine  qua  non,  without  which  lo- 

*  In  many  modern  languages,  the  word  **  holy  "  seems  to 
be  employed,  like  the  Latin  saceTf  as  synonymous  with 
scdestus  i  for  we  find  this  epithet  bestowed  on  what  is  most 
detestable  and  atrocious*  Well  have  the  Spaniards  reason 
to  say,  according  to  their  proverb,  that  '<  the  devil  stands 
behind  the  cross."  Such  titles,  too,  as  '<  Most  Christian," 
**  Most  Catholic,*'  and  others  of  a  similar  description,  seem 
to  have  been  invented  by  the  father  of  lies  himself;  being 
the  very  essence  of  hypocrisy  —  if  such  a  term  may  be  ap- 
plied to  what  is  so  gross  and  palpable. 
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co-motion  is  utterly  impossibly  great  delay,  with 
infinite  trouble  and  vexation,  must  frequently 
be  submitted  to;  so  that  it  is   absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  mature  your  plans  some  time  before- 
hand.     So  soon  as  you  attempt  to  stir,  you 
feel  the  clog ;  and  as  soon  as  you  make  the 
slightest  motion,  the  clanking  of  your  chains 
reminds  you  that  you  are  a  prisoner.    I  have 
reason  to  speak  feelingly  on  this  subject,  as  the 
forms  obliged  to  be  submitted  to  were  most  gall- 
ing ;  for  we  were  actually  obliged  to  procure  a 
ceiijficate  from  our  ambassador,  and  underwent 
as  strict  an  examination  as  if  we  had  been  sus- 
pected of  something  treasonable  or  criminal.    To 
give  a  specimen  of  the  very  amusing  questions 
put  on  this  occasion,  I  may  note  the  following : 
—  *•  Where  were  you  bofti  ?"    "  How  old  are 
you  ? ''  -—  a  question  which,  addressed  to  a  lady, 
is  (requently  particularly  annoying,  and  likewise 
apt  to  lead,  if  not  to  actual  mendacity,  to  a 
slight  mistldke  in  the  reply.  <*  Are  you  married  ?** 
<<  What  was  your  object  in  coming  to  this  coun- 
try V^    «  How  do  you  like  it  ?"     «  What  are 
your  motives  for  wishing  to  go  to  Moscow  ? " 
A  number  of  equally  impertinent  and  trivial 
queries  were  put  to  us  with  the  most  provoking 
tediousness  and  minuteness ;  all  of  which,  and 
the  replies  made  tio  them,  were  formally  entered 
in  a  bbok.    Nor  did  our  troubles  terminate  even 
then  J  for  we  had  afterwards  to  apply  to  the 
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governor  for  his  sanction,  which  was  not  obtained 
without  repeated  application,  and  many  Mse 
assertions  on  the  part  of  his  servants,  to  ques- 
tions put  to  them.  And  what,  after  all,  is  gained 
by  this  system  of  annoyance  ?  for  had  our  inten- 
tions been  at  all  dangerous,  we  should  certainly 
have  contrived  to  decamp  without  undergoing 
these  formalities. 
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Departure  Jrom  St.  Petersburg*  ^^  Pavtovsky,  seat  of  the 
Empress  Dotoager, — Palace  of  Tzarsioe  Selo.  —  Post' 
house  at  Podberos,  —  Extraordinary  scene*  —  Novgorod.  — 
"^Rahhino^^^PeasantrytSfC. —  Votochok*—' River  Tvertxa* 
—  ToTMhoh.  —  Chonogros.  —  Palace  qfPetrovsky*  —  Ar- 
rival  at  Mosco/w. 

Having  viewed  the  most  interesting  edifices 
and  other  objects  at  St  Petersburg,  it  was  now 
our  intention  to  proceed  to  the  ancient  capital 
of  the  empire,  which  had  become  more  peculiarly 
interesting  in  consequence  of  the  resistance  it 
had  made  against  Napoleon,  the  devastation  it 
then  experienced,  and  its  subsequent  rapid  re- 
vival from  almost  total  extinction.  The  road  in 
this  direction  was  really  excellent,  and  we  ob- 
served in  various  places  several  handsome  wells, 
built  of  granite,  and  ornamented  with  sphinxes 
in  the  antique  style.  After  proceeding  about 
ten  versts,  we  ascended  a  hill,   a  rare  object 
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indeed  in  this  country,  called  Pulkosky,  and 
may  be  considered  the  Highgate  of  St  Peters- 
burg, from  which  we  enjoyed  charming  views  of 
prodigious  extent.  Along  the  side  of  the  road 
were  a  number  of  neat  cottages,  with  gardens  in 
front :  many  of  these  were  built  on  an  uniform 
plan  ;  and  in  a  hollow  at  a  short  distance  further, 
we  saw  a  kind  of  village,  f<Mrming  what  is  termed 
the  German  colony. 

Turning  off  from  the  high-road,  we  visited  the 
small  chateau  of  Pavlovsky,  the  residence  of  the 
Empress  Dowager.  Although  not  destitute  of 
elegance,  the  exterior  of  this  edifice  has  no  pre- 
tensions to  any  magnificence,  but  ita  interior 
contains  numy  splendid  apartments,  and  it  is 
more  spacious  than  it  appears  to  be,  the  wings 
being  nearly  concealed  by  trees.  The  principal 
rooms,  particularly  that  called  the  Lanthora, 
contain  some  fine  pictures ;  while  superb  vases 
of  Siberian  jasper,  chimney-pieces  of  malachite, 
and  lapis-lazuli,  marble  tables,  and  Gobelin  ta- 
pestry, &c.  produce  a  splendid  effect  The 
chapel,  which  is  connected  with  the  house  by  a 
gallery,  is  tastefully  fitted  up,  and  hung  at  the 
altar-end  with  red  velvet ;  it  has  also  a  copy  of 
the  celebrated  Notte  of  Correggio.  But  this 
palace  is  not  so  remarkable  for  the  works  of  art 
it  contains,  as  the  beauty  of  the  grounds;  in  de- 
corating which  neither  labour  nor  expense  have 
been  spared,  and  they  may  claim  for  this  resi- 
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deuce  the  appellation  of  the  Stowe  of  Russia. 
They  are  laid  out  with  admirable  taste»  and  em- 
belUahed  with  groves,  lawns,  parterres,  and  lakes; 
with  grottos,  obelisks,  mausolea,  and  other  oma* 
mental  structures ;  among  which  that  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Paul,  by  his  imperial  widow, 
deserves  notica  This  shrine  is  situated  within 
the  recesaes  of  a  thick  grove  of  fir  and  impress, 
and  has  a  portico  of  six  granite  columns  of 
colossal  dimensions.  The  monument  itself,  which 
is  the  production  of  the  celebrated  sculptor 
MartoSy  consists  of  a  majestic  figure,  reprissenting 
the  Empress,  who  is  weeping  over  the  urn  of 
her  consort.  The  pedestal  is  ornamented  with 
a  bas-relief,  and  a  medallion  of  the  Emperor  i» 
affixed  to  the  obelisk  of  red  granite,  that  serves 
as  a  backogrpund  to  the  %ure.  The-  Empress's 
flower-garden  contains  no  fewer  than  15,000 
flower-pots  and  vases  filled  with  the  most  choice 
and  rare  plants,  whose  beautiful  colours  and 
delightful  fragrance  are  quite  enchanting. 

Having  gratified  ourselves  with  inspecting  all 
the  beauties  of  this  delicious  retreat,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  T^arskoe  Selo,  which  was  originally 
erected  by  Peter  the  Great,  who  presented  it 
to  his  consort,  but  was  rebuilt  by  EUzabeth,  in 
1744j  was  again  improved  and  extended  by  Ca^ 
therine  II.,  and  is  now  thesummerresidenceof  the 
imperial  family.  Every  thing  is  hereon  a  scale  of 
extracwrdinary  magnificence,  and  worthy  the  resi- 

B  ^Z 


4f  tZARSKOK  nLflU 

dence  of  a  monarch.     At  one  extremity  there  is 
a  noble  lake,  flanked  by  a  majestic  terrace  of 
massive  polished  granite;  and  over  the  canal 
communicating  with  that  fine  piece  of  water  are 
three  bridges  of  the  same  material.    The  banks 
of  the  lake  are  farther  ornamented  with  three 
Gothic  buildings,  forming  what  is  denominated 
the  Admiralty ;  they  being  destined  to  serve  as 
a  shelter  in  winter  to  the  elegant  yachts,  and 
other  pleasure-vessels,  that  in  fine  weather  are 
seen  gliding  over  the  glassy  waters,  reflecting 
their  gilded  sides  and  gay  banners.    On  one 
part  of  this  lake  is  a  vast  hall,  built  by  the 
Empress  Elizabeth  for  concerts ;  but  the  noblest 
architectural    ornament  is  the   superb    rostral 
column,  erected  to  commemorate  Orlov's  victory 
over  the  Turkish  fleet  at  Chesrae.    On  three 
sides  of  the  granite  pedestal  are  bas-reliefs,  and 
on  the  fourth  an  inscription,  recording  that  me- 
morable action.     What  adds  considerably  also 
to  the  beauty  of  this  scene,  is  the  number  of 
swans,  ducks,  and  other  aquatic  birds  that  are  to 
be  seen  on  the  lake  and  its  banks.     It  would 
require  some  space  to  describe  all  the  various 
objects  that  embellish  this  abode  of  royalty ;  the 
Gothic  ruins ;   the  Turkish  kiosk,  copied  ftom 
one  in  the  garden  of  the  seraglio  at  Constan- 
tinople ;  the  various  Chinese  and  other  pavilions; 
the    magnificent   triumphal    arch,    erected    in 
honour  of  Count  Gregoiy  Orlov;  another  of 
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more  recent  date,  to  commemorate  the  achieve^ 
ments  of  the  late  war ;  the  new  terrace,  &c. 
Let  it  suffice,  therefore,  to  observe,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  determine  whether  our  admiration  is 
most  excited  by  the  splendours  of  art  or  by  the 
beauties  of  nature,  which  here  exhibits  a  luxu- 
riance that  one  would  imagine  absolutely  im- 
possible at  the  60^  of  northern  latitude.  The 
palace  itself^  both  for  its  extent  and  imposing 
appeamnce,  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the 
noblest  royal  residences  in  Europe,  although  it 
has  now  lost  much  of  its  pristine  magnificence ; 
the  roof,  which  was  at  first  gilded,  having  been 
painted  of  a  light  green  colour. 

The  principal  rooms  form  an  enfilade,  and  the 
pannels  of  their  doors  are  richly  gilded.  Notwith*- 
gtanding,  however,  all  the  elegance  displayed  in 
other  respects,  they  are  poorly  furnished,  with 
the  exception  of  those  occupied  by  the  reigning 
Empress,  which  are  at  one  extremity  of  the 
palace.  In  her  study  were  a  number  of  books 
in  the  French  and  English  language.  One  of 
these  was  open,  and  we  found  it  to  be  Captain 
Parry's  Voyage,  which  she  appeared  to  have 
been  just  looking  over.  Adjoining  to  these  are 
the  apartments  of  the  Emperor.  One  room  in 
this  palace  is  entirely  of  amber;  which  was  a 
present  of  Frederick  I.  of  Prussia  to  Elizabeth  ; 
and  the  doors  are  inlaid  with  mosaic.  In  a 
spacious  and  lofty  hall  are  portraits  of  Cathe* 
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line  II.,  and  Anne,  daughter  oF  Peter.  The 
grand  banqueting-room  or  gallery,  is  168  feet 
in  length,  by  91  in  breadth,  with  52  windows 
on  each  side,  and  contains  specimens  of  antique 
china  and  large  jars,  piled  from  the  floor  to  the 
ceiling.  The  floors  are  uncommonly  fine,  some 
of  them  being  inlaid  with  mother-of-pearl,  and 
others  formed  of  porcelain  of  different  colours. 
One  room  is  fitted  up  in  the  Chinese  style,  with 
curious  images,  pagodas,  &c.  In  ti)is  suite  is 
the  bed*room  of  Catherine  II.,  where  are  columns 
of  blue  glass,  so  constructed  as  to  appear  to 
support  the  ceiling.  From  the  windows  is  a 
beautiful  view  of  the  gardens  and  lake ;  and  ad- 
joining to  it  is  a  gallery  decorated  with  flowers 
and  bronze  busts  of  the  Roman  emperors.  On  a 
flight  of  steps  are  enormous  colossid  %ure8  of 
Hercules,  &c.  The  adjacent  village  of  Tzarskoe 
Selo  contains  5000  inhabitants)  and  French 
restaurateurs  are  estaUished  here.* 

Turning  into  the  great  road  we  prosecuted  our 
journey.  The  post-boy,  who  wore  long  gloves^ 
like  thosfe  of  men  in  armour,  reaching  nearly  to 
his  elbows,  with  a  smart  broad  hat,  ornamented 
with  artificial  flowers,  was  one  of  the  merriest  we 
had  met  with  in  this  country,  for  he  sang  loudly 
during  the  whole  stage,  and  appeared  to  depend 

^  Their  charges  were  as  follows :  — soup,  3  rubles ;  beef 
steaks,  1  ruble,  50  copecs  ;  beef,  1  ruble ;  salmon,  1  ruble ; 
Medoc,  3  rubles  per  bottle;  and  glass  of  cogniac,  80  copecs. 
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more  on  his  musical  powers  than  on  his  whip^ 
whenever  he  wished  his  horses  to  proceed  at  a 
quicker  rate.  We  travelled  all  night,  passing 
through  ChcHidova,  and  villages  where  the  houses 
were  built  of  wood,  and  without  chimnies^  so 
that  the  smoke  was  forced  to  escape  at  the  door« 
In  consequence  of  the  wood  being  laid  level 
with  the  ground,  these  habitations  must  be  damp, 
and  consequently  injurious  to  the  health  of  th^ 
inmates ;  and  many  of  them,  from  the  want  of  a 
solid  foundation,  incline  on  one  side.  In  North 
America  a  mode  has  been  adopted  in  building  to 
prevent  humidity  from  the  ground,  which  merits 
publicity :  ^—  When  the  foundation  is  raised  two 
feet  above  the  ground,  a  layer  of  sheet  lead,  of 
the  same  breadth,  is  placed  upon  it,  and  the  walls 
are  then  continued  on  the  lead,  by  which  means 
the  whole  is  secured  from  damp. 

At  Podberos,  a  curious  scene,  by  no  means 
uncommon  at  the  post-houses,  althou^  apt,  at 
first,  to  excite  alarm  in  a  traveller,  took  place* 
On  the  appearance  of  our  equipage,  a  crowd  of 
boors*,  that  were  lying  about  near  the  door,  set 
up  a  loud  yell,  contending  among  themselves 
who  should  furnish  horses  for  the  next  stage. 
On  such  occasions  lots  are  cast,  by  tossing  up 
fruit,  copecs,  stones,  or  any  thing  else,  in  a  hat, 
and  the  traveller  must  abide  by  their  decision,  as 

*  These  boors  at  post-houses  are  exempted  from  particular 
taxes  to  government,  and  enjoy  certain  exclusive  privileges. 

B  4 
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it  is  in  vain  for  him  to  interpose,  or  express 
any  will  of  his  own«  A  sketch  of  this  extra- 
ordinary scene,  taken  on  the  spot,  is  given  in 
the  engraving  in  front  of  this  volume.  At  the 
post-houses  slices  of  raw  turnip  are  handed 
about,  with  a  spirituous  liquor,  as  a  whet  be- 
fore dinner,  a  practice  that  is  also  particularly 
observed  in  Sweden.  We  left  this  with  small 
lean  horses,  and  passed  a  military  colony,  re- 
specting which  an  anecdote  is  related,  with  re- 
gard to  a  visit  made  to  the  place  by  the  £m- 
perro  Alexander,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  condition  of  the  soldiers.  His  Majesty 
haying  entered  into  a  kitchen,  observed  a  goose 
roasting,  and  on  visiting  a  second  saw  a  similar 
feast  preparing ;  in  short,  in  every  kitchen  he 
slipped  into,  he  invariably  beheld  a  goose  upon 
the  spit,  and  returned  perfectly  satisfied  that 
the  colonists  had  plenty  of  excellent  cheer.  It 
was,  however,  afterwards  discovered,  that  he  had 
been  imposed  upon ;  for,  after  all,  there  was  only 
a  single  goose,  which  had  been  very  dexterously 
conveyed  from  one  kitchen  to  anodier,  so  as  to 
be  turning  at  the  fire  whenever  he  entered.  This 
was  a  contrivance  on  the  part  of  the  governor, 
to  impress  His  Majesty  with  a  favourable  idea  of 
the  flourishing  state  of  this  colony. 

Novgorod,  of  which  we  now  caught  a  distant 
view,  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  a  Turkish 
town,  and  makes  an  imposing  appearance  with 
its  towers  and  spires ;  but  on  entering  its  gates. 
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the  traveller  finds  the  charm  broken,  at  least  the 
pl&ce  itself  does  not  answer  the  expectation 
created  by  its  picturesque  exterior.  We  were 
assailed  by  swarms  of  beggars,  quite  as  numer- 
ous as  those  to  be  seen  in  any  part  of  Italy.  It 
is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a  more  complete 
contrast  than  that  between  this  place  and  the  gay 
capital  we  had  lately  quitted ;  for  while  the  latter 
exhibits  every  sign  of  opulence  and  increasing 
prosperity,  the  former  forcibly  reminded  us  that 
the  day  of  its  pride  and  commercial  glory  has 
long  since  passed  away.  Novgorod  the  Great  may 
be  said  to  have  fallen,  and  has  now  sunk  into  a 
state  of  decay,  from  which  there  is  no  hope  of 
its  ever  emerging.  Nor  is  the  dissimilarity  less 
striking  in  other  respects :  in  St.  Peterburg  the 
style  of  living  is  perfectly  European,  and  the 
fashions  are  those  of  London  and  Paris ;  here, 
on  the  contrary,  the  people  have  retained  their 
national  costume,  and  the  customs  of  their  for e» 
fathers.  There  is  an  air  of  antiquity  cast  over 
every  thing,  whether  animate  or  inanimate.  This 
dty  contains  many  ancient  structures,  all  more  or 
less  famous  in  its  annals ;  the  most  conspicuous 
and  celebrated  of  which  is  the  cathedral  of  Santa 
Sophia,  a  stracture  that  has  braved  the  storms 
of  eight  centuries,  and  witnessed  both  the  pros- 
perity  and  decline  of  Novgorod!  This  vene- 
rable pile,  which  may  be  denominated  the  pa^ 
triarch  of  Russian  churches,  founded  in  1045  by 
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Vladimir  Yaroslavich^  the  grandsoo  of  Vladiinir 
the  Great,  has  six  domes,  the  centre  one  of  which, 
the  largest  of  them  all,  is  covered  with  gilt  cop* 
p&r.     The  interior  is  confined  and  gloomy,  in 
consequence  of  the  tliickness  of  the  pillars,  the 
paucity  of  the  windows,  and  the  dark  hue  of  the 
walls,   discoloured  by  the  corroding  hand  of 
time ;  yet  it  contains  many  curious  relics  of  art, 
and  a  number  of  frescos  representing  subjects 
from  the  Old  Testament,  and  saints  of  the  Gredc 
dnirch.    These  ornaments,  however,  are  by  no 
means  so  ancient  as  the  structure  itself.    One 
woik  of  undoubted,  yet  uncertain  antiquity,  and 
highly  interesting  to  the  antiquary,  is  what  are 
called  the  K(H*sunsky  VorotOj  or  doors,  whidi 
have  lately  afforded  much  dispussion  to  archasolo- 
gtirts,  and  respecting  which  Adelung  published  a 
dissertation  at  Berlin  in  1823.    By  some  these 
are  affirmed  to  have  been  executed  by  Greek, 
and  by  odiers  by  German  artists,  and  even  the 
origin  of  the  name  itself  is  involved  in  much  ob- 
scurity.    These  doors  are  covered  with  plates  of 
bronze,  forming  twenty *four  pannels  of  difierttst 
sizes }  some  of  them  are  adorned  with  subjects 
in  rdie^  from  the  Bible,  and  others  with  figures 
of  Roman  Catholic  saints,  which  latter  circum- 
stance has  been  urged  as  a  conclusive  proof 
against    their    being  of   Greek  workmanship* 
There  are  several  inscriptions,  both  in  Latin 
and  Sclavonic  but  these  are  considered  as  later 
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additions.  In  this  cadiedral  are  the  rdics  of  many 
amiDent  saints  of  the  Russian  church ;  and  here 
rest  the  bodies  of  the  brothers  Johannes  and 
Gregory,  who  were  both  archbishops  of  this  city, 
and  many  of  the  grand  dukes  of  Novgorod. 

Another  important  structure,  of  which  fre- 
quent mention  occurs  in  the  history  of  the  city, 
is  the  Vechevajfa  Basfma^  or  tower  of  the  senate, 
the  sound   of  whose  bell  was  wont^  in  times 
of  old,  to  summon  the  inhabitants  in  every  pub- 
lic emei^ency,  or  whenever  any  thing  of  im- 
pc»-tance  was  to  be  discussed  in  their  council. 
These  haughty  republicans  frequently  ventured 
to  oppose  the  wishes  of  the  grand  dukas  of 
Moscow,   and  assert  their  own  independence, 
till  Ivan  Vassilivich  III.,  to  punish  them  for 
theur  meditated  revolt  and  allmnce  with  Poland, 
deprived  them  of  their  freedom^  annulled  the 
ifeche  or  senate,  and  cvried  off  to  Moscow  the 
bell  that  had  so  long  been  regarded  by  the  citi- 
zens as  the  palladium  of  their  liberty  and  inde^ 
[lendence.    The   present   k61okol»    or    tower, 
althou^  an  ancient  iitructure,  cannot  be  co&- 
.  sidered  as  the  original  fabric*     It  is  of  a  square 
form,  and  the  lower  part  is  occupied  by  shop6 
and  ware-rooms,  and  the  upper  by  chambers^ 
The  nobles  and  upper  classes  at  Novgorod  lead 
a  very  monotonous  dull  kind  of  life,  make  litde 
show^  and  are,  by  no  means,  renowned  for  their 
hospitality.    Neither  are  there  any  theatrical 
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diversions  or  concerts  to  be  met  with,  and,  in 
fact,  the  chief  amusements  seem  to  be  the  festi- 
vals and  holidays.  The  lower  orders  have  not 
only  preserved  their  national  costame,  but  like^ 
wise  much  of  the  spirit  of  their  ancestors. 

It  may  be  observed  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  pcxsting  on  this  road.  Few  travellers  stop  for 
the  night  at  post-houses,  but  carry  their  bedding 
with  them ;  for  the  carriages  of  persons  of  re- 
i^>ectability  are  so  constructed  that  they  can 
stretch  themsdves  at  full  length ;  and  when  not 
used,  the  bedding  is  packed  at  the  back  of  the 
carriage  where  the  servant  sits.  This  custom 
must  be  allowed  to  be  both  economical  and  ex- 
peditious in  travelling.  On  our  arrival  at  the 
post-house  in  liiis  place,  the  carriage  was  again 
surrounded  by  peasants,  who  annoyed  us  with 
tJieir  importunate  clamours  and  offidousness. 

After  quitting  Novgorod,  the  postilion  stop- 
ped at  his  house,  which  was  at  the  end  of  the 
street,  and  his  wife  and  children  came  out, 
when  he  began  to  o£fer  up  prayer,  on  which 
each  made  the  sign  of  the  cross.  All  this  was 
performed  with  as  much  fonnaiity  as  if  he  had 
been  setting  out  on  a  long  pilgrimage.  The  ex- 
cellent road  over  which  we  had  travelled  to  Nov- 
gorod did  not,  unfortunately,  extend  beyond  that 
dty,  and  we  now  entered  upon  one  as  bad  as 
can  well  be  imagined,  formed  of  logs  of  wood, 
whose  interstices  were  filled  up  with  rubbish. 
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This  vile  road  continued  till  we  passed  Bro»nit« 
za»  nor  did  we  see  a  single  clidteau  or  villa ;  a 
circumstance  that  may  serve  to  account  in  some 
degree  for  the  extraordinary  badness  <^  the 
roads,  and  the  little  attention  paid  to  ftcilitating 
travelling ;  for  we  may  reasonably  suppose,  that 
did  the  proprietors  reside  on  their  domains,  they 
would  take  care  not  to  incur  the  danger  of  being 
upset  or  jolted  to  pieces  every  time  they  stirred 
abroad  in  a  carriage.  We  met,  however,  some 
hundreds  of  carts  laden  with  goods :  they  were 
attached  to  each  other  in  a  line,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  those  which  convey  coals  on  a  rail-way. 
These  vdbides,  or  tekgui  as  they  are  called^ 
were  very  low,  had  four  wheels,  and  w^e  drawn, 
some  by  one,  others  by  two  horses.  The  form 
of  many  of  them  was  not  a  little  singular,  they 
being  very  deep,  and  somewhat  like  a  boat 
without  stern  or  bow;  while  others  resembled 
the  top  of  a  square  funneL  Some  are  so  con- 
trived, that  the  driver  can  stretch  himself  at  full 
length,  and  sleep  in  front.  Altogether  they  have 
an  odd  appearance  at  a  distance,  from  their  great 
number,  and  are  not  unlike  the  baggage-train  of 
an  army. 

Through  the  wood  we  had  now  entered  the 
road  continued  for  eighteen  miles.  At  one  spot 
there  was  a  crowd  of  labourers  occupied  in  cut- 
ting down  a  hill,  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  new  line  of  road.  The  country  hereabouts 
presents  a  striking  contrast  to  that  we  had 
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pfmed,  it  being  diversified  with  biU  aqi.  dide» 
and  with  meandering  streams^  while  the  bn^uty 
<rf*  the  landscape  was  set  off  to  the  utmoi^t  ^ 
vantage  by  a  glori^ous  sun  gilding  every  part  of 
the  prospect  around;  in  short,  the  view  we  now 
enjoyed  was  quite  cheering^  alter  the  dull  and  un* 
interesting  flat  we  had.  traversed  from  the  cE^ital* 
We  now  reached  the  poor  village  oi  Zail* 
aova;  but  as  no  accommodation  was  to  be  found 
far  the  nighty  we  were  forced  to  push  forward* 
and  the  only  refre^ment  we  could  obtain,  waa 
that  beverage  which  '<  cheers  but  not  inebri^ 
ates,^'  but  without  even  so  much  as  a  slice  of 
bread  and  butter.     We  here  observed  a  rather 
singular  way  of  nursing  children:   cradles  in 
the  form  of  a  pair  of  scales  were  suspended  in 
front  of  the  houses  from  a  pole,  fixed  in  and 
projecting  from  the  wall ;  and  in  these  machines 
infants  might  be  seen  swinging  in  the  open  air. 
The  loquacity  of  our  postilion  was  altc^^ether 
extraordinary,  and  we  more  than  once  thought 
be  was  solUoquising,  but  found  he  was  engaged 
in  a  conversation  with,  or  rather  addressing  a 
long  harangue  to,  his  horses,  as  if  they  could 
understand  every  word  he  uttered^  promising 
them,  by  way.  of  urging  them  to  exertion,  that 
they  should  be  bountifblly  fed  at  the  end  of 
their  journey. 

The  road  now  struck  through  a  wood^  and 
the  shades  of  night  having  fallen,  we  stop- 
ped till  the  next  day  at   Kretsi,   a  village  si- 
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iQilar  to  the  former,^  and  the  only  place  since 
we  left  Novgorod  where  we  could  find  any' 
accommodation.  The  inn-door  was  completely 
surrounded  witib  a  most  eztraordixiflry  group:  of 
mra»  women,  and  children^  all  wrapped  up  in 
sheep^skins.  Some  were  barefooted,  while  others 
had  only  shoes  made  of  sUps  of  wood.  The 
beds  here  were  laid  upon  a  thick  matting,  such 
as  is  used  for  packing  up  goods ;  where,  how- 
ever, after  the  fiitigues.  of  the  day,  we  wel* 
oomed  repose^  exclaiming  with  Sancho^  <'  Blessed 
be  he  who  first  invented  sle^  — *  it  covers  a  man 
all  over  like  a  cloak !  '*  *  A  stove  of  bricks 
plastered;  some  daubs  of  pictures;  abook-<:ase, 
with  a  display  of  miserable  crodcery ;  oldricketty 
chairs,  and  a  jumbling  taUe ;  with  a  clock  that 
would  not  go,  constituted  the  whole  furniture ; 
while,  to  add  to  our  fttrther  conijfort,  two  of  the 
panes  of  the  window  wero  bmken,  so  as  to 
admit  mom  fresh  air  than  was  desirable.  We 
certainly  enjoyed  also  the  beauties  of  wood  and 
water;  for  the  place  itself  was  piled  up  with 
woodt  the  lower  part  of  the  building  was  laid 
under  water ;  and  by  way  of  climax  to  the  lux- 
uries, the  apartment  next  to  us  was  literally 
crammed  with  persons  enveloped  in  smcrike,  and 
drinking  and  singing. 

*  It  is  recommended  to  travellers  to  carry  with  them,  a^ 
we  did,  leather  sheets;  which  will  be  found  comfortable^ 
and  prevent  aH  danger  from  damp  beds. 
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We  set  out  next  morning  at  five  o'clock,  in 
a  complete  deluge  of  rain,  and  travelled  along 
a  woody  and  sandy  country  to  Rakhino,  which 
is  situated  near  an  extensive  lake  abounding  in 
cray-fish.  Beyond  this  we  crossed  a  hilly  tract 
of  red  sand,  and  after  travelling  six  versts  de- 
scended to  a  pretty  sheet  of  water,  with  a  village 
on  its  banks,  along  which  the  road  now  ran. 
This  led  to  Zimogore  and  Edravo,  which  were 
rather  better  villages  than  those  we  had  passed ; 
and  here  we  were  detained  some  time  in  conse- 
quence of  one  of  the  wheels  of  our  carriage  hav- 
ing been  injured  by  the  furious  rate  at  which  we 
had  been  driving.  The  weather  was  cold,  and 
the  thermometer  stood  four  degrees  lower  than  it 
had  been  at  any  period  since  we  entered  Russia. 
The  dress  of  the  females  in  this  district  was 
rather  peculiar ;  for  their  hair  was  divided  into 
two  parts,  platted,  and  hanging  down  their  backs, 
with  a  riband  attached  at  the  extremity  of  each 
tail,  as  I  observed  among  the  females  at  Athens. 
They  wore  no  stays,  their  shifts  were  drawn 
up  to  their  collar  bones,  and  had  large  hanging 
sleeves  to  the  elbows.  The  rest  of  thdr  apparel 
consisted  of  a  short  petticoat  brought  up  under 
the  arm,  and  suspended  on  the  back  by  a  broad 
top. 

From  what  we  observed  of  their  husbandry,  the 
peasantry  appeared  to  have  made  no  great  pro- 
ficiency in  agriculture ;  for  instead  of  rooting  up 
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Stumps  of  trees  in  the  fields,  they  contented 
themselves  with  ploughii^  between  them.  The 
plough  itself  is  very  low,  and  of  singular  shape : 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  it  from  a  hay-fork» 
with  a  cross  at  top,  to  represent  the  handle,  and 
shafts  inside.  Droves  of  white  and  grey  oxen 
were  to  be  seen  in  many  places  by  the  side  of 
the  road,  with  some  of  the  herdsmen  sleeping  on 
the  ground,  and  others  lighting  fires  and  boiling 
pots,  so  that  they  appear,  like  their  animals,  to 
live  without  shelter.  In  several  villages  the 
streets  were  not  paved,  but  floqred  with  planks 
of  wood.  From  the  great  number  of  horses  be- 
longing to  carts,  that  we  saw  unyoked,  and 
straggling  about  on  the  sides  of  the  road,  it 
seems  that  it  is  not  the  custom  for  drivers  to  put 
up  in  the  villages,  but  to  turn  them  loose,  and 
let  them  ramble  where  they  choose.  The  owners, 
therefore,  must  have  not  a  little  confidence  in 
the  honesty  of  those  who  may  pass  by,  for  they 
leave  their  horses  and  goods  quite  unprotected, 
while  they  themselves  indulge  in  sound  sleep. 

Beyond  Khotilovo  were  beautiful  views  of  two 
lakes,  edged  with  wood,  and  scattered  over  with 
islands.  Notwithstanding  there  is  so  much 
boggy  land,  the  turf  is  not  cut  by  the  peasantry 
for  fuel.  In  many  parts  the  fields  are  inclosed 
with  neat  palings,  and  females  were  busy  at  the 
plough. 

VOL.  n.  c 
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Volochok,  in  the  govCTnooent  of  Tver,  where 
we  next  stopped*  is  pleasantly  situated  on  hig^ 
ground,  with  a  river  winding  round  it ;  and  the 
interest  of  llie  scene  is  increased  by  a  church  in 
front  <rf^the  road,  which  forms  a  picturesque  ob* 
ject  In  the  great  square  in  this  town  are  diree 
churches:  the  shops  are  under  arcades,  and 
the  houses  are  of  brick  covered  with  plaster^ 
painted  yellow  or  white  j  and  they  looked  doubly 
cheerful,  after  the  gloomy  and  sombre  aspect  of 
the  dark  rude  hovels  of  wood  in  the  villages 
we  had  passed.  Crowds  of  labourers  were  in 
waiting  to  be  hired,  and  there  were  some 
hundred  boats.  We  had  not  passed  any  toll* 
gates,  nor  fortifications,  castles,  ruins,  gentle- 
men's  seats,  or  even  windmills ;  neither  did  we 
observe  a  single  gibbet ;  the  absence  of  which 
forms  an  agreeable  contrast  to  some  countries, 
especially  the  Italian  states,  where  the  legs  and 
arms  of  criminals  are  so  very  often  to  be  be* 
held  suspended  from  the  top  of  poles.  A  stranger 
might,  at  first,  feel  himself  under  soQtie  appre- 
hension on  entering  the  long  dark  woods,  as 
they  seem  well  adapted  to  serve  as  haunts  for 
banditti,  yet  we  found  no  kind  of  danger  ev&i 
in  the  most  gloomy,  dreary,  and  solitary  spota 
A  terrible  sandy  road  leads  from  hence  to  Vom- 
dropusk,  which  lies  on  the  side  of  a  navigaUe 
river,  where  a  good  inn  was  building.  A  great 
uproar  took  place  here  also  among  the  peasantry, 
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as  to  who  should  change  our  horses,  and  their 
clamour  and  altercation  was  so  violent,  that  we 
apprehended  the  battle  of  tongues  would  be 
succeeded  by  one  of  fists.  We  often  witnessed 
similar  scenes,  but  the  parties  never  came  to 
actual  blows ;  and  being  satisfied  it  was  the  cus* 
torn  among  these  people,  we  at  length  became 
reconciled  to  it  Here  we  were  obliged  to  take 
six  horses,  the  stations  being  at  too  great  a  dis* 
tance  for  a  lesser  number.  We  crossed  the  river 
Tvertza  along  planks;  and  having  passed  through 
a  wood,  entered  upon  an  open  country,  partly 
covered  with  ripe  grain,  and  partly  with  grass, 
which  females  were  employed  in  cutting  down. 
Children  were  running  about  almost  in  a  state  of 
nudity,  like  those  of  the  Arabs  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nile.  Our  driver,  who  was  a  most  gigantic 
figure,  and  of  prodigious  muscular  strength,  was 
one  of  the  Cossacks  who  had  accompanied  the 
Emperor,  with  the  Allies,  to  Paris,  and  he  re- 
lated some  interesting  anecdotes  relative  to  that 
eventful  period*  We  counted  about  twenty 
churches,  several  of  which  had  domes,  and  were 
something  in  the  eastern  style  of  architecture. 

On  arriving  at  Torzhok,  a  considerable  town, 
beautifully  situated  on  a  rapid  river,  we  found 
the  most  respectable  and  neatest  inn  we  had 
seen  in  Russia ;  it  was  built  of  smooth  wood, 
with  a  portico,  and  painted  yellow.  The  land* 
lady  of  it  was  a  Patagonian  in  point  of  stature, 

c  2 


so  TORZHOK. 

and  ludicrously,  I  had  almost  said  alarmingly 
dressed,  with  a  most  singular  cap,  like  a  balloon, 
nearly  three  feet  in  height  above  the  crown  of 
her  head. 

Torzhok  is  famous  for  the  manufacturing  and 
embroidery  of  leather  in  gold  and  silver ;  and 
we  were  solicited  to  purchase  some  specimens  by 
many  who  pressed  upon  us  the  moment  we 
alighted.  Among  other  articles  formed  of  this 
material  were  cushions  for  carriages  and  other 
purposes,  men's  boots  and  caps,  and  ladies'  shoes, 
some  of  which  were  very  splendid,  and  well  cal- 
culated  to  suit  the  taste  of  those  who  are  fond 
of  displaying  gaudy  finery.  We  purchased  two 
narrow  red  cushions  for  about  eleven  shillings, 
which  may  serve  to  shdw  the  difference  in  the 
price  of  such  articles  here  and  in  England. 
When  the  women  here  carry  linen  and  clothes 
to  wash,  they  suspend  them  at  each  end  of  a 
strong  piece  of  wood,  bent  like  a  hoop,  with  the 
centre  placed  on  one  shoulder.  There  is  a  spring 
of  water,  that  is  the  object  of  much  superstitious 
veneration,  being  considered  by  the  inhabitants 
as  another  pool  of  Siloam.  On  leaving  this  town 
we  travelled  along  a  flat  country,  and  came  to  a 
river,  on  the  other  side  of  which  lay  the  resi- 
dence of  General  Klebova,  built  in  the  Italian 
mode,  in  a  charming  situation,  surrounded  with 
plantations :  in  fact,  this  was  the  only  fine 
house  seen  since  we   had  left  Tzarskoe   Sel#. 
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Arriving  at  the  Tver,  where  loose  broad-bot- 
tomed vessels  were  towing  up  to  the  town,  we 
proceeded  along  its  banks,  and  passing  a  wooden 
bridge  across  it,  came  to  Modena,  changed 
horses,  and  pursued  our  journey  through  a 
country  covered  with  wood,  and  over  a  most 
miserable  road.  Although  beasts  of  prey  are 
said  to  infest  these  woods,  we  had  the  good  for- 
tune not  to  be  attacked  by  them,  or  even  to  see 
one  of  any  description.  Once,  however,  a  bear 
bolted  out  upon  the  person  who  was  travelling 
with  the  mail-bag,  which  latter  the  terrified 
horse  and  its  rider  lefl  in  Bruin's  possession, 
making  their  escape  as  quickly  as  possible ;  and 
many  of  the  letters  were  afterwards  found  scat- 
tered about  In  one  place  several  houses  were 
completely  under  water,  and  others  on  the  point 
of  falling  from  being  undermined  by  it.  The 
villages  reminded  us  of  those  in  Italy,  inasmuch 
as  they  have  always  an  elegant  church,  and 
when  seen  at  a  distance  may  be  taken  for 
towns.  We  again  counted  forty  spires.  The 
town  of  Werst  is  divided  by  a  river,  and  there 
is  a  palace  on  its  banks.  We  crossed  a  bridge 
of  boats,  and  arrived  at  the  hotel  de  Milan, 
where  we  heard  the  French  language  spoken. 
After  travelling  during  night  we  reached  Zavi- 
doro,  passing  images  with  lights  burning  before 
them ;  and   there   was  an   enormous   box,   se» 

c  S 


SS  CEREMONY   ON   PASSING  A    CHURCH. 

cured  with  iron  bars,  to  receive  donations  for  the 
poor. 

In  the  course  of  this  stage  we  were  frequently 
accosted  by  persons  holding  a  plate,  and  implor- 
ing, for  the  love  of  God,  that  we  would  give 
them  alms  for  the  benefit  of  the  church,  as  is  the 
practice  in  Catholic  countries.  On  pas^ng  one 
church,  our  driver  gave  a  tolerable  specimen 
of  the  profound  respect  shown  to  the  exter- 
nals of  religion,  by  most  ceremoniously  taking 
off  his  hat,  and  remaining  uncovered  t^l  it  was 
nearly  out  of  sight :  at  least  no  one  can  accuse 
this  people  of  want  of  decency,  as  far  as  regards 
whatever  is  connected  with  the  forms  of  devo- 
tion. The  fields  were  neatly  inclosed  with 
wooden  palings ;  and  on  each  side  of  the  road 
were  lofty  spruce  firs.  We  met  several  hundred 
carts  of  the  singular  shape  before  described, 
drawn  by  oxen,  and  forming  one  lengthened  ca- 
valcade. After  passing  Kline  we  crossed  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Sisara,  and  drove  by  a 
mansion  belonging  to  a  French  general.  About 
this  spot  many  persons  were  stopping  and 
making  the  sign  of  the  cross,  nor  could  we  pos- 
sibly conceive  the  reason  of  this  apparent  devo- 
tion, until,  at  last,  we  discovered  there  was  a 
church  at  the  distance  of  three  miles  that  had 
attracted  their  eye,  and  caused  this  ceremony. 
We  again  saw  several  hundred  carts  drawn  by 
oxen,  with  bells  fixed  to  the  poles];  some  of  wliich 
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bad  broken  down  under  their  heavy  loads,  and 
i^ere  repairing  on  the  spot  Many  of  them  be- 
lotted  to  hawkers,  who  were  bivouacking  on  the 
side  of  the  road,  and  who  exhibited  brooms  on 
poles  to  denote  that  they  had  articles  for  sale,  just 
as  it  is  customary  in  England  to  affix  a  broom  to 
the  top  of  the  masts  of  vessels  that  are  for  sale. 
Their  trade  could  not  have  been  very  brisk,  as 
there  were  but  few  passengers  to  be  met  with. 
Our  driver,  a  grotesque  figure,  with  a  long 
beard,  and  wrapped  up  in  an  enoraious  sheep- 
skin, having  discovered  that  he  had  lost  his  great 
coat,  which  he  had  put  under  his  feet,  and  a 
pound  of  tea  that  was  wrapped  up  in  it,  dis^ 
mounted,  fell  down  and  kissed  the  ground  with 
the  greatest  humility,  and  continued  to  utter,  for 
some  minutes,  the  most  direful  lamentations, 
imploring  us  for  a  sum  to  replace  his  loss.  Our 
servant,  however,  assured  him  that  he  must  be 
under  a  mistake,  as  he  had  never  seen  the  coat. 
Whether,  therefore,  he  had  actually  lost  it,  or  left 
it  at  the  place  from  which  he  set  out,  we  did  not 
know ;  i^  however,  he  intended  to  impose  on  us, 
he  certainly  acted  his  part  inimitably.  Yet  a 
great  coat  was  not  an  article  of  dress  for  which 
he  appeared  to  have  any  occasion,  as  he  was 
already  perspiring  under  the  enormous  weight  of 
the  sheep-skin  in  which  he  was  enveloped. 

As  we  were  now  approaching  Moscow,  it  was 
not  a  little  strange  that  the  road  should  be  so 
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detestably  bad»  especially  as  more  is  demanded 
£(2r  horses  when  hired  from  the  town,  than  in  the 
interior.  In  this  wretched  track  we  often  stuck 
fast,  and  were  obliged  to  lieave  the  carriage, 
being  apprehensive  that  it  would  be  upset  We 
had  a  proof  of  the  exertions  the  animals  were 
obliged  to  make  in  travelling  over  this  vile  road, 
from  seeing  those  which  had  dropped  dead,  and 
whose  carcases  were  covered  with  ravens  picking 
out  their  eyes. 

Passing  some  beautiful  churches  and  con- 
vent^, finely  situated,  we  came  to  Tchonogros, 
,  where  there  was  a  tolerable  inn.  After  this  the 
same  wretched  quagmire,  which  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  government,  continued ;  and  we  passed 
several  carts  which  had  broken  down.  The 
wheels  for  raising  water  from  wells  in  front  of 
houses,  are  so  enormous,  and  have  such  lofty 
and  huge  machinery,  that  they  might  be  taken 
for  the  frame-work  of  an  exhibition  for  fire- 
works. This  happening  to  be  dijete  day,  groups 
of  both  sexes  were  sitting  at  their  doors,  as  for- 
mally as  if  they  were  holding  a  deliberate  coun- 
cil on  the  afiairs  of  the  state ;  the  men  on  one 
aide,  and  women  on  the  other.  Within  nine 
versts  of  the  city,  the  spires  and  green  roofs  of 
Moscow  became  visible.  We  now  passed  the 
palace  of  Petrovsky,  which  is  a  square  brick 
edifice,  with  a  dome  in  the  centre^  and  round 
towers^  standing  on  a  heath,  and  commanding 
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a  most  extensive  view.  It  is  from  this  palace 
that  the  sovereigns  of  Russia  set  out,  whenever 
they  make  a  public  entry  into  Moscow.  This 
was  also  considered  by  Bonaparte  as  a  conve- 
nient spot  for  his  residence,  on  his  hearing  that 
the  ^^  snare  was  laid  for  him,  and  a  trap  in  the 
way,**  by  tlie  Kremlin  having  been  set  on  fire. 

After  posting  for  six  days  from  St  Peters- 
burg, we  now  entered  the  gates  of  the  ancient 
capital.    On  each  side  of  the  barrier  is  erected 
a  column  of  brick,  covered  with  plaster,  and 
surmounted  by  the  imperial  crown.     So  soon  as 
the  carriage  came  up,  the  sentinel  on  duty  shut 
the  gate,  demanded  the  podrozhna,  and  took  it 
to  the    guard'house,   when    several    questions 
were  put  to  us,  especially  as  to  our  really  being 
the   individuals   there    named    and    described. 
Being  satisfied  as  to  our  identity,  the  passport 
was  next  required,  and  examined ;  and  we  were 
even  asked  at  what  hotel  we  intended  to  reside. 
After  this,  we  were  permitted  to  proceed ;  and 
drove  to  a  hotel  kept  by  a  German,  where  we 
had  to  submit  to  another  scrutiny,  and  answer  a 
number  of  questions  highly  irksome  to  the  feel- 
ings of  Englishmen. 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  Kremliru  —  ArchUeaure.  —  Holy  Gate* — Prosped.  — 
Great  bell.  —  Treasury.  —  Immerue  cannon*  —  Church  of 
the  AssumpUon,  —  Royal  cemetery*  —  ChunAes.  —  Found' 
UnghospikU*  — «  GalUMe  hospital.  —  Sheremetiev  hospital. 
— *  Countess  Orhfos  palace.  —  Imperial  stables.  —  Car* 
riages.  —  Funeral  ceremonies.  —  Streets^  SfC.  —  Super- 
stitions. «—  Frauds  of  shopkeepers.  —  Cossacks.  —  Platen. 

It  was  with  feelings  stronger  than  those  of  mere 
curiosity  that  we  entered  a  city  whose  so  recent 
and  almost  utter  destruction  had  formed  an  im- 
portant crisis  in  the  afiairs  of  Europe,  and 
checked  the  triumphant  career  of  him  whose 
steps  had  every  where  been  marked  by  desolation. 
But  of  the  dreadful  conflagration  few  traces  re- 
mained»  and  Moscow  had  sprung  up  again  from 
its  ashes  so  completely,  that  one  a  stranger  to  the 
fact  would  never  have  imagined  that  hardly  ten 
years  had  elapsed  since  the  devouring  flames  had 
laid  waste  its  streets,  sweeping  away  palaces, 
churches,  and  houses  in  one  common  ruin.  It 
was  like  visiting  a  plain  after  a  tremendous  tem- 
pest, and  finding  nature  herself  renovated  by  the 
preceding  contest  of  the  elements. 

Mat  Moscow,  or  literally  Mother  Moscow,  as  it 
is  familiarly  designated  by  the  natives,  or,  as  it  is 
denominated  by  some  foreigners,  the  Palmyra  of 
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the  norths  is  regarded  as  the  most  venerabl*  kt 
all  the  Russian  cities.  Yet  iiotwithstandingi:^Ag 
high  antiquity  frequently  claimed  far  thmi^  by 
historians,  the  actual  identity  of  cities  ii  ^^evy 
problematical ;  for  excepting  here  an^  ^eit 
some  particular  building,  the  changes  lliey  un- 
dergo in  the  course  of  centuries  are  so  (pPMi  as 
not  to  leave  a  single  fragment  of  theit'^  dfigitial 
structure,  and  the  names  belong  rather  to  Dieir 
sites  than  to  the  buildings. 

Thus  Moscow  is  said  to  have  existed  from  the 
end  of  the  ninth  century ;  in  other  words,  there 
was  then  erected  a  fortress  or  military  station 
here,  that  served  as  a  nucleus  for  the  future  city. 
But  the  Kremlin,  as  it  stands  at  present,  dates 
no  farther  back  than  1485,  when  the  present 
constructions  were  commenced  by  Ivan  Vassi- 
livich  III.,  who  employed  two  Italian  architects, 
Marco  and  Pietro  Antonio.  It  was  to  this  cde- 
brated  edifice,  or  rather  assemblage  of  edifices, 
that  we  first  directed  our  steps  on  commencing 
our  peregrinations  through  the  city;  and  al- 
though many  of  its  structures  might  be  pro- 
nounced barbarous  by  those  who  can  see  no 
beauty  except  in  classical  architecture,  or  that 
which  has  since  been  founded  upon  it,  there  is 
something  very  piquant  in  their  physiognomy ; 
while  the  contrast  of  the  various  groups,  —  the 
variety  and  brilliancy  of  their  colours,  —  with 
their  towers  and  domes,  form  a  xene  in  the 
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i^best  degree  picturesque,  and  worthy  the  at- 
teptton  both  of  the  painter  and  the  architect. 
Wltb^  the  exception  of  Constantinople,  and  some 
parts  of  Venice,  there  is  no  dty  in  Europe  diat 
exfatbite  such  striking  peculiarity  and  originality 
ip  the  character  of  its  edifices.  The  style  of  archi- 
tecture we  here  meet  with  is  totally  distinct  from 
that  termed  Gothic,  although,  as  in  that,  we  find 
great  altitude,  numerous  perpendicular  lines,  bold 
contrasts,  and  variety  of  outline.  Some  of  its  prin- 
cipal features  are,  the  lofty  slender  towers,  and 
bulbous  domes,  almost  invariably  gilt  or  painted, 
sometimes,  too,  fantastically  wreathed,  which,  in- 
stead of  rising  immediately  from  the  roof,  are  often 
placed  on  the  summit  of  towers,  and  expanding 
somewhat  like  a  balloon  with  its  lower  extremity 
cut  off,  their  larger  diameter  being  considerably 
greater  than  that  of  the  tower  on  which  they 
are  placed.  Another  characteristic  is  the  number 
of  these  cupolas,  and,  of  course,  their  smallness 
compared  with  the  general  mass  of  the  building 
which  they  crown.  Thus  the  principal  decoration 
is  confined  to  the  summit  of  the  edifices,  the 
side  walls  and  their  apertures  being  comparatively 
plain ;  in  which  respect  this  style  dififers  con- 
siderably from  the  Gothic,  where  spacious  win- 
dows filled  with  tracery,  buttresses,  niches,  &c 
form  such  conspicuous  features.  This  style. is 
likewise  remarkable,  not  merely  for  its  forms, 
but  the  colours  introduced ;  whereas  both  in 
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the  Gothic  and  other  styles,  we  meet  with  no 
other  hue  than  that  of  the  material  itself,  whe- 
ther stone  or  an  imitation  of  it 

The  Pokrovskai  Sobor,  or  cathedral  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Virgin,  and  the  tower  called  Ivan 
Velikiy  are  the  two  finest  specimens  of  this  style. 
The  former  seems  quite  a  fairy  erection, — so  gay, 
and  fantastic ;  with  its  peaked  domes  of  various 
heights,  dimensions,  and  forms,  clustering  round 
the  central  obtuse  spire  like  a  bunch  of  flowers. 
Indeed,  the  diversity  observable  in  these  features 
is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  Gothic  style.    Those 
who  have  not  visited  Moscow,  may  form  some  ge- 
neral  idea  of  the  effect  of  such  domes  from  the  Pa- 
vilion at  Brighton.  The  last-mentioned  structure 
is,  it  must  be  admitted,  very  unfavourably  situated, 
is  deficient  in  point  of  height,  and  has  no  gilding 
or  brilliant  colours  to  set  it  off;  yet  so  far  from 
meriting  the  vituperation  that  has  been  bestowed 
on  it,  as  being  a  gew-gaw  edifice,  by  those  who 
only  saw  that  it  was  neither  Grecian,  Italian,  nor 
Gothic,   and,   therefore,  quite  foreign  to  any 
standard  with  which  they  were  acquainted,  it  is 
an  edifice  which,  had  it  not  been  built  by  an 
English  architect,  or  erected  in  our  own  island, 
would,    undoubtedly,  have  been  as  much  lid- 
mired  as  it  has  been  censured.* 

*  Mr.  Nash*s  work  on  this  building,  lately  published,  with 
coloured  views,  is  as  interesting  as  it  is  splendid. 
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The  Kremlin  may  be  described  as  forming  an 
irregular  polygon^  with  towers  at  each  angle; 
yet  this  vast  endosure  exhibits  no  regularity, 
either  of  plan  or  style  of  architecture.  Its  lofty 
walls  are  sixteen  feet  in  thickness,  and  were 
formerly  surrounded  by  a  ditch,  on  the  site 
of  which  a  garden  has  recently  been  laid  out, 
so  as  partly  to  surround  the  Kremlin  with  walks» 
shrubberies,  &c.  forming  a  promenade,  enclosed 
with  a  cast-iron  railing. 

There  are  five  gates,  over  one  of  which  is  an 
image,  with  lamps  burning  before  it,  of  a  saint 
who^  it  is  said,  was  instrumental  in  delivering  it 
from  an  attack  of  the  Poles.  This  conducts  us 
to  a  great  square  adjoining,  and  is  held  in  great 
reverence,  as  every  one  takes  off  his  hat  on 
passing  through  it ;  and  we  saw  many  persons 
bowing  to  it,  and  crossing  themselves,  with  great 
appearance  d:  devotion.  Indeed,  some  danger 
would  be  incurred,  should  a  stranger  omit  to 
show  due  respect  to  it,  as  he  would  be  unplea* 
santly  reminded  of  his  negligence  by  the  guards 
who  are  stationed  here.  Notwithstanding^  how- 
ever, the  maxim,  that  when  you  are  in  Rome 
you  should  do  as  they  do  at  Rome,  we  were  not 
disposed  to  <<  bow  down  or  worship  any  image  ;'^ 
but  perfectly  willing  to  submit  to  the  consei- 
quences.  It  is  rather  doubtful  in  what  this  cus- 
tom originated,  as  it  is  supposed  to  have  imtc- 
vailed  before  any  image  of  the  Virgiii  was 
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nected  ;  yet,  it  is  probable  that  it  waB  ordered, 
that  the  moat  profimod  obeisance  and  respect 
Bhould  be  paid  by  every  one  on  entering  the 
precincts  of  the  palace  occupied  by  the  sove- 
reign. A  curious  incident  occurred  just  as  we 
were  enterii^  this  <<  Holy  Gate,"  as  it  is  called : 
on  the  outside  and  in  a  corner  concealed  from 
view,  ^  respectable  person  had  incautiously 
yielded  to  a  natural  necessity,  and  turned  his 
face  towards  the  wall,  on  which  a  woman,  whose 
2eal  was  certainly  greater  than  her  sense  of 
decorum,  set  up  a  violent  hue  and  cry ;  and  the 
unfortunate  transgressor  was  seized,  and  hurried 
to  the  guard-house.  A  crowd  assembled,  and 
all  agreed  that  he  had  committed  the  grossest 
act  of  impiety  and  indignity.  Of  this  occiur* 
rence  we  were  witnesses;  but  what  was  the 
punishment  inflicted  for  this,  in  our  eyes,  most 
trifling  c^ence,  if  it  can  indeed  be  termed  one 
at  all,  whether  the  culprit  was  despatched  to 
Siberia  to  learn  better  manners,  we  had  no  op- 
portuni^  of  ascertaining. 

On  passing  through  this  archway,  we  came  to 
an  extensive  area  (407  feet  in  breadth,  by  1800 
in  length,)  where  is  a  mass  of  irregular  buildii^ 
huddled  or  jumbled  together,  just  as  in  the 
tower  of  London.  We  were  particularly  struck 
with  the  churches  —  their  fanciful  architecture, 
gay  colours,  and  gilded  crests.  At  one  place  is 
a  small  drciilar  walk,  paved  with  brick,  from 
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which  is  an  exceedingly  fine  panoramic  view  of 
one  part  of  the  town  and  river.  We  after- 
wards ascended  the  octagon  tower  of  the  Krem- 
lin, which  is  upwards  of  SOO  feet  in  height 
The  prospect  from  the  summit  is  indescribably 
grand ;  the  eye  rests  on  countless  spires,  domes, 
and  churches ;  on  palaces,  and  palace-like  edi- 
fices, lofty  towers,  and,  in  short,  on  the  whole 
city.  This  beautiful  coup^osU  is  farther  enli- 
vened by  a  view  of  the  windings  of  the  river, 
and  of  the  great  road  leading  to  Smolensk.  A 
highly  interesting  scene  might  be  made  for  a 
panorama  from  this  spot. 

The  most  striking  edifice  is  the  Foundling 
Hospital,  in  front  of  the  river,  which  is  on  a 
«cale  of  great  magnificence.  The  river  is  dirty, 
and  shallow,  resembling  the  Seine  in  some  parts 
of  Paris }  it  is,  however,  surprising,  that  it  has 
not  been  ornamented  with  a  fine  substantial 
bridge,  in  place  of  the  present  antiquated  one. 

The  natives  have  ample  opportunities  of  know- 
ing the  hours  of  prayers,  fix)m  the  number  of 
bells.  Some  of  these  are  of  incredible  magni- 
tude, and,  compared  with  ordinary  bells,  might 
be  considered  as  heavy  pieces  of  ordnance  by 
the  side  of  pocket  pistols.  The  most  celebrated 
i»  one  that  formerly  belonged  to  the  tower  of 
Ivan  Veliki,  which  fell  during  a  conflagration, 
from  a  height  of  27O  feet,  and  sunk  into  a 
great  cavity  in  the  ground.  From,  its;  magnitude, 
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it  has  been  denominated  the  monarch  of  belb; 
and  is  held  to  be  the  largest  in  the  world,  even 
exceeding  in  weight  one  in  Pekin,  which  is 
nearly  200  tons.  According  to  some  accounts, 
it  weighs  5000  cwt. ;  and  according  to  others, 
360,000  lb.  English.  The  height  is  20,  and 
the  diameter  22  feet  It  seems  to  have  been 
rung  only  on  festivals,  and  on  occasion  of  the 
arrival  of  ambassadors ;  yet  at  the  same  time  it 
must  be  owned  there  is  great  room  to  doubt 
whether,  in  fact,  it  was  suspended  at  all;  its 
magnitude  being  such  as  to  render  this  almost 
impossible.  At  present  it  is  altogether  useless, 
and  quite  unaccountable  that  not  the  slightest 
attempt  has  been  made  to  raise,  recast,  and  hang 
it  on  the  tower,  where  it  would  undoubtedly  be 
an  object  of  greater  interest  than  it  now  is,  ba)& 
buried,  and  utterly  useless.  On  descending  to 
view  this  colossal  piece,  or,  as  it  may  with  pro* 
priety  be  called,  hill  of  metal,  we  found  the  cavity 
similar  to  a  vast  well,  100  feet  in  circumference, 
with  scaffolding  round  its  sides,  and  the  bell 
itself  ornamented  with  effigies  of  our  Saviour, 
with  religious  subjects,  and  an  inscription. 

Superstition  appears  "  to  hold  her  iron  sway" 
in  this  place  as  well  as  at  St  Petersburg ;  for  to 
present  bells,  or  pictures  and  silver  decorations 
of  the  portraits  of  saints  to  a  church  is  held  in 
this  country  as  a  most  meritorious  act,  and  the 
piety  of  the  donors  is  rated  according  to  the 
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value  of  their  gifts.  I  know  not  if  these  bells 
undergo  baptism ;  this,  however,  is  common  in 
France,  where  prayers  are  also  offered,  imploring 
the  Almighty  **  to  sanctify  and  pour  upon  them 
his  Holy  Spirit,  that  the  devil  may  be  afraid,  and 
fly  at  the  sound  of  them  !  **  Thus  is  Christianity 
debased  and  unspiritualised,  and  so  mixed  up 
with  gross  and  ridiculous  superstition,  that  when 
such  abuses  are  once  seen  they  are  apt  to  be  con* 
founded  with  the  religion  on  which  they  have 
been  engrafted,  and  to  lead  men  to  suspect  that 
the  whole  forms  a  system  of  imposition  and 
priestcraft,  invented  merely  to  enable  one  class 
to  delude  and  tyrannise  over  the  rest  In 
Catholic  states  Atheism  is  more  prevalent  than 
in  those  where  freedom  of  opinion  is  tolerated ; 
because  in  the  former  a  man  has  no  alternative 
between  blind  superstition  or  an  utter  rejection 
of  the  creed  that  imposes  it 

It  would  be  a  task  of  no  little  labour  and  ex- 
tent to  describe  the  vadous  buildings  of  the 
Kremlin.  In  one  part  we  were  conducted  over 
a  suite  of  rooms,  where  a  throne  is  erected, 
in  a  hall  of  audience  in  front  of  the  river ;  and 
we  were  shown  the  bed-chamber  where  Bona- 
parte slept,  or  rather,  it  might  be  said,  meditated, 
during  his  restless  ambitions  uid  stratagems.  It 
may  be  doubted,  however,  if  this  extraordinary 
character  ever  enjoyed  the  sound  repose  of  the 
«  sea-boy/* 
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The  (tisptay  of  jewellery  and  wealth  in  the 
Treasury  of  the  Kremlin  is  such  as  almost  to 
exceed  belief,  and  absolutely  to  dazzle  the  be- 
holder, the  place  being  actually  piled  to  the 
very  roof.  One  of  the  most  interesting,  if  not 
most  valuable  relics,  is  the  crown  of  Stanislaus 
of  Poland,  with  the  chain  of  the  Order  of  the 
White  Eagle.  No  one  can  look  upon  this  diadem 
without  giving  a  sigh  to  the  fate  of  that  unfor- 
tunate prince,  whose  dominions  were  so  unjustly 
wrested  from  htm.  When  the  struggles  of  Poland 
for  its  independence  are  called  to  mind,  and  the 
manner  in  which  that  country  was  overpowered 
by  the  forces  of  Russia  and  Prussia,  well  may  we 
exclaim  with  the  poet,  that 

<<  Freedom  shriek'd  when  Kosciusko  fell." 

Never  let  it  be  forgotten,  that  this  mild  and  in- 
offensive monarch  was  forced  to  lay  down  his 
crown,  and  become  a  state-prisoner,  while  his 
kingdom  was  cut  up  and  partitioned.  As  a  re- 
finement, too,  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  he  was 
compelled  to  be  present  at  PauPs  coronation, 
and  tamely  to  listen  while  it  was  proclaimed  to 
the  world  that  his  kingdom  had  been  incorporated 
with  Russia.  So  great  was  his  agitation  of  mind 
on  this  occasion,  that  he  almost  fell  down  on 
the  spot.  Stanislaus  died  in  1798,  and  it  may,  in 
truth,  be  said,  of  a  broken  heart  His  royal 
robes,  nay,  his  very  clothes,  were  brought  to  the 
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hammer,  and  sold  by  auction ;  yet,  shedding  cro- 
<:odile  tears,  and  acting  the  part  of  a  most  ac- 
complished hypocrite,  Paul  embraced  his  coffin, 
and  attended  the  funeral.  Every  true  patriot, 
whatever  be  his  country,  must  reprobate  the  in- 
vasion  and  seizure  of  Poland,  which  was  as  base 
an  act  of  injustice  and  spoliation  as  if  a  person 
were  to  invade  his  neighbour's  estate,  and  for- 
cibly make  him  a  prisoner,  dividing  his  properly 
between  himself  and  his  abettors. 

But  to  return  to  the  description  of  the  Trear 
sury.  Among  the  imperial  crowns,  which  are 
kept  beneath  glass  cases,  is  that  worn  by  Paul 
when  he  was  declared  Emperor ;  there  are  also 
sceptres,  gold  and  silver  vessels  set  with  precious 
stones,  watches,  insignia  of  different  orders,  me- 
dallions, cups,  &c.,  and  an  embossed  silver  goblet, 
given  in  1G20  to  the  patriarch  Philarete  by 
James  L  of  England.  We  also  observed  the 
throne  on  which  Peter  was  crowned,  which  has 
a  curtain  at  the  back  of  it.  It  is  pretended  that 
bis  sister  Sophia  stood  behind,  and  prompted  him 
what  he  should  say  on  that  occasion.  Adjoining 
•this  room  is  an  armoury,  containing  weapons  of 
all  nations  -*  swords,  sabres,  colours,  saddles,  and 
splendid  housings  and  caparisons  for  horses ;  one 
of  the  latter  was  a  present  from  the  Sultan,  others 
from  the  Tzars  and  distinguished  personages. 
We  were  shown  a  diamond  aigrette,  presented  to 
Catherine  IL  at  the  conclusioa  of  peace  in  1775 ; 
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a  chair,  in  which  Charles  XII.  was  carried  from 
the  field  when  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Pultava ; 
and  some  ancient  military  caps,  lately  dug  up, 
having  a  circular  ornament  in  silver  of  an  arch- 
angel;  also  the  model  of  an  immense  palace, 
designed  by  the  architect  Bazhanov,  which 
Catherine  intended  to  erect  in  the  Kremlin. 
There  is,  in  short,  no  collection  of  the  kind 
that  contains  such  a  profusion  of  riches.  After 
all,  however,  the  mass  of  treasure  deposited 
produces  no  effect,  thus  crowded  together  as  in, 
a  warehouse ;  but  that  which  would  suffice  to 
adorn  hal&a-dozen  palaces,  forms  in  appearance 
only  a  jeweller's  shop ;  and  except  it  be  desirable 
to  make  strangers  stare,  the  articles,  in  reality, 
might  as  well  be  buried  at  once  in  a  cellar. 
Such  a  place  is  no  doubt  highly  interesting  in 
itself  in  the  eyes  of  a  goldsmith  or  Jew,  who 
would  prefer  a  stock  of  watches,  trinkets,  cups, 
&c.  to  the  finest  works  of  art;  but  an  apartment 
may  be  so  crammed  with  furniture,  that,  however 
costly  the  articles  it  contains  may  be,  the  room 
itself  will  resemble  a  broker's  shop. 

If  the  Russians  are  famous  for  casting  bells  of 
enormous  weight,  they  may  be  considered  equally 
so  for  gunnery ;  for  in  the  arsenal  is  to  be  seen 
a  cannon,  that  was  cast,  in  1556,  on  a  scale  of 
extraordinary  magnitude,  with  a  calibre  of  1201b. 
The  object  of  making  it  so  large  is  said  to  have 
been  to  strike  terror  into  the  Tatars  who  ha4 
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come  to  Moscow.  It  certainly  has  recently 
proved  useful  in  one  respect  —  for  a  child  was 
bom  within  this  machine  of  death  ;  so  that  the 
young  Russian  may  be  said  to  have  been  shot 
into  the  world  from  a  cannon's  mouth.*  There 
are  deposited  here  875  field*pieces  t,  and  43,000 
muskets. 

With  regard  to  the  churches,  many  of  them 
commemorate  either  a  distinguished  military 
action,  or  some  other  remarkable  event  The 
principal  ones  are  those  of  the  Nativity,  Protec- 
tion of  the  Virgin,  Assumption  of  the  Angel 
Gabriel,  of  the  Trinity,  and  of  the  Transfigura- 
tion. The  most  splendid  and  magnificent  one 
within  the  Kremlin  is  that  of  the  Assumption, 
where  the  Russian  monarchs  are  crowned.  This 
was  originally  founded  in  13^,  but  was  almost 
rebuilt  in  1771  •  The  walls  are  painted  in  jfresco; 
and  it  is  crowded  with  pictures  of  traditionary 
saints.  There  is  a  figure  of  the  Virgin  here,  on 
whose  head  a  diamond  was  lately  placed,. of  the 
value  of  15,000  rubles.  The  dress  of  Christ  is 
shown  i  but  to  believe  that  it  is  genuine  requires 
a  degree  of  faith  far  beyond  what  we  were  pos- 
sessed of.     Every  thing  is  employed  that  can 

*  This  enormous  gun  rivals  the  great  piece  of  ordnance 
in  the  Tower,  cialled  by  the  Scots,  to  whom  it  originally  be- 
longed, '<  Mons  Megg,*'  and  which  was  made  when  James  IV. 
sat  on  the  Scottish  throne. 

f  The  art  of  casting  cannon  was  first  introduced  into 
Russia  in  1482. 
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wind  up  the  mind  to  the  highest  state  of  super- 
stition. One  large  apartment,  with  an  altar, 
inclosed  by  a  massy  brass  railing,  is  pretended  to 
be  a  representation  of  the  tomb  of  our  Saviour 
at  Jerusalem ;  yet,  having  seen  both,  I  may  be 
allowed  to  assert,  that  there  is  not  the  slightest 
similarity.  Any  thing  of  this  kind,  however, 
exhibited  in  churches,  although  quite  imaginary, 
never  fails  to  make  the  deepest  impression  on 
the  Russians,  and  is  received  by  them  as  ge- 
nuine. 

Next  in  point  of  rank  is  the  Cathedral  of  the 
Archangel  Michael,  which  is  a  kind  of  West- 
minster Abbey,  or  royal  cemetery.  This  is  quite 
enveloped  in  gloom,  the  light  being  principally 
admitted  from  the  door.  The  bodies  of  the  Tzars 
are  deposited  in  stone  coffins  above  ground. 
These  amounted  to  forty  in  number,  and  were  all 
covered  with  red  velvet,  on  which  was  marked  a 
white  cross.  The  date  of  the  most  ancient  was 
1333.  Judging  from  the  number  of  churches  in 
this  capital,  we  should  be  led  to  suppose  that 
the  Moscovites  are,  more  than  any  nation  in  the 
world,  distinguished  for  righteousness,  since  these 
religious  edifices  amount  to  about  1500,  which  is 
far  more  than  sufficient  for  the  population. 
Within,  the  walls  are  covered  with  pictures  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  and  saints,  with  lights  burning 
before  them,  as  in  Catholic  churches ;  and  some 
of  these  are  decked  out  in  the  most  ludicrous 
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manner,  with  shrines  of  gold,  silver,  and  precious 
stones.  In  truth,  these  people  carry  their  ador- 
ation of  pictures  absolutely  to  idolatry.  Some  of 
the  churches  are  of  wood,  painted  light  green, 
with  domes  of  copper  or  tin,  gilt  and  painted. 
Many  have  bulbous  cupolas,  and  other  singular 
superstructures  above  the  roof,  which  reminded 
me  of  some  of.  the  Turkish  mosques.  These 
domes  are  surmounted  by  the  crescent  as  well  as 
the  cross,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the  Tatars 
having  taken  down  the  cross,  and  hoisted  the  cres- 
cent, and  the  former  being,  in  its  turn,  hoisted 
over  the  latter.     . 

The  Russians  seem  to  interpret  literally  the 
text,  "  Let  your  light  shine  before   men,"  for 
candles  are  kept  burning  almost  constantly  before 
the  altars  ;  and  we  observed  many  miserable  ob- 
jects in  rags  come  and  deposit  their  glimmering 
tapers,  seemingly  satisfied  that  they  were  per- 
forming a  truly  meritorious  act  of  piety,  and 
honouring  the  Almighty  ;  but  they  are,  I  fear, 
far  more  attentive  to  outward  forms  and  cere- 
monies  than  to  spiritual  worship.     No  books 
are  used ;  but  the  service  seems  to  consist  en- 
tirely in  crossing  themselves,  and  bowing  to  the 
ground.  F6te  days  are  infinitely  more  venerated 
than  the  Sabbath ;  and  although  on  the  latter 
shops  are  open  and  persons  at  work,  yet  on  the 
former  the  shops  are  closed,  and  no  kind  of  busi- 
ness or  traffic  pursued :  thus  transferring  the  wor- 
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sfhip  due  to  God  to  saints,  whose  title  to  such  re- 
spect is  frequently  very  questionable.  This  subject 
never  can  be  brought  too  often  into  view,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  reconcile  such  practices  either 
with  the  word  of  inspiration,  which  commands, 
most  expressly,   the  seventh   day  to  be  sanc- 
tified, in  commemoration  of  God  having  then 
rested  from  his  stupendous  labours;   or  with 
the  regard  due  to   the   Christian  Sabbath,  as 
the  day  of  the  resurrection  and  glorious  ascen- 
sion of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ     During  Lent  and 
Easter,  in  particular,  the  natives  might  be  sup- 
posed actually  to  outstrip  all  others  in  religion. 
This  is  a  period  of  complete  starvation,  and  it  is 
held  to  be  actually  meritorious  to  abstain  from 
animal  food.     At  this  season  the  images  in  the 
streets,  and  those  stuck  up  in  houses,  have  new 
dresses  and  ornaments.     The  primate  bathes  the 
feet  of  twelve  men,  in  imitation  of  the  similar  act 
of  humility  shown  by  Christ  to   the  apostles.^ 
Thousands  pour  into  this  place,  crossing  them- 
selves on  the  forehead,  shoulders,  and  breast.    In 
fine,  superstition  here  almost  exceeds  all  that  can 
be  figured  of  the  bigotry  even  of  Roman-Catho- 
licism  itself.    If,  however,  we  cannot  say  that  the 
devotion  practised  here  is  particularly  edifying, 
the  manner  in  which  these  festivals  are  kept  ren- 
ders them  fully  as  amusing  as  an  English  horse- 
race or  fair  j  so  that  they  are  in  as  great  esteem 
with  sinners  as^  with  the  saints  themselves. 
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The  continued  rattling  of  bells  from  momsng 
to  evening  is  truly  annoying :  we  were  absolately 
deafened  by  them ;  and  our  sleep  was  sadly  dis- 
turbed, especially  by  those  of  a  church  opposite 
our  hotel*  There  is  one  bell  that  has  a  very  so- 
lemn hollow  tone,  similar  to  the  distant  rolling  of 
thunder.  Yet  although  these  brazen-tongued 
instruments  are  never  silent,  no  organs  or 
olJier  musical  instruments  are  permitted  in 
the  churches*  There  is  a  patriarchal  palace^ 
founded  in  1655,  by  the  metropolitan  Nikon,  in 
which  are  many  rich  and  costly  sacerdotal  dresses 
and  ornaments. 

The  next  object  that  attracts  attention  is  an 
institution  that  is,  perhaps,  unrivalled  by  any 
thing  of  the  kind  in  Europe,  and  which  cannot 
fail  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  every  humane 
mind.  This  is  the  Hospital  for  Foundlings  ;  and 
whatever  may  be  said  as  to  such  establishments 
being  favourable  to  illicit  love,  they  doubtless 
prevent  in&nticide,  and  thus  save  many  valuable 
lives.  This  truly  magnificent  edifice  was  founded 
in  the  reign  of  Catherine  XL  in  1763,  and  may, 
with  great  justice,  be  considered  the  glory  of 
Moscow.  We  visited  the  chapel  on  Sunday 
morning,  and  found  a  number  of  children,  of 
both  sexes,  all  very  clean  and  neat,  who  are 
classed  and  distinguished  by  particular  dresses. 
The  girls  wear  green  gowns  and  white  tippets  j 
the  bo^s,  white  pantaloons,    with  yellow  and 
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black  striped  jackets.  After  the  service,  each 
class  walked  out  preceded  by  its  teacher.  We 
were  invited  by  one  of  the  Directors  to  accoip-^ 
panyhim  to  the  dinner-rooms;  and  first  entered 
that  of  the  boys,  which  is  up  stairs.  On  saying 
grace,  they  turned  round  to  a  picture  of  the 
Virgin  and  child,  with  a  light  burning  before 
it  The  dinner  itself  seemed  good,  consisting 
of  soup,  meat,  potatoes,  &c.  We  then  went 
down  stairs  to  see  the  girls,  who  dined  in  the 
same  form.  After  which  we  visited  the  nurses' 
apartments,  and  those  on  the  ground  floor,  where 
were  several  clerks  sitting  at  their  desks.  Here 
the  infants  are  received  publicly,  and  no  question 
asked  of  those  who  bring  them,  except  whether 
tlie  child  has  been  baptized ;  and  if  not,  that  rite 
takes  place  at  a  font  in  an  adjmning  room  ;  it  is 
afterwards  examined  by  a  medical  attendant,  and 
is  vaccinated.  Each  infant  is  numbered  and  regis* 
tered  in  a  book ;  and  the  person  who  brings  it, 
receives  a  copy  of  the  number,  which  entitles 
him  to  call  for^the  child  at  any  time,  and  enables 
him  to  recognize  it.  There  were  in  the  house  at 
this  time,  including  those  sent  out  to  nurse,  the 
extraordinary  number  of  13,000 ;  and  we  y^ere 
informed,  that  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the 
27th  of  August,  the  day  of  our  visit,  there  had 
been  3203  infants  taken  in  ;  and  that  3000  more 
were  expected  the  following  year,  or  from  about 
twenty  to  thirty  are  received  daily !  The  children 


44  OALITZIM^IS  HOSPITAL. 

sent  to  the  country  are  visited  by  persons  appoint* 
ed  to  see  that  the  nurses  discharge  their  duty.  Oa 
attaining  the  proper  age,  the  boys  are  put  out  as 
apprentices  to  different  trades,  and  some  of  the 
girls  to  service  in  the  city,  while  others  are 
taught  lace-making,  and  some  are  educated  for 
governesses.  There  are  two  infirmaries,  and 
about  twenty  medical  men,  attached  to  this  most 
noble  institution. 

The  other  hospitals  and  benevolent  institu- 
tions are  too  numerous  to  describe  severally; 
but  that  of  Galitzin  merits  particular  notice.  It 
was  founded  by  the  Grand  Chamberlain  of  that 
name,  and  cost  one  million  of  rubles  ;  but  could 
not  now  be  erected  for  less  than  five  times  that 
sum.  It  is  reported  that  Galitzin  had,  on  some 
occasion,  incurred  the  displeasure  of  Catherine, 
who  demanded  either  that  he  should  build  an 
hospital,  or  be  despatched  to  Siberia;  and  he 
accordingly  preferred  his  liberty,  although  pur- 
chased at  so.  great  an  expense.  The  wings  of 
the  building  are  very  extensive,  and  it  has  six 
columns  in  front  Patients  of  all  nations,  who 
labour  under  disease,  are  most  humanely  re- 
ceived here,  and  attended  gratuitously.  There 
were  510  at  this  time.  On  a  table  beside  each 
bed  is  a  board,  with  a  statement  of  their  several 
diseases.  The  rooms  are  commodious ;  but  the 
windows  are  too  small  to  admit  a  proper  current 
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of  air,  which  is  a  great  defect,  ventilation  being 
of  the  utmost  importance  in  all  places  of  this 
kind.  The  church  is  in  the  form  of  a  rotunda, 
surrounded  by  columns ;  and  a  bust  of  the 
founder  is  placed  opposite  to  the  altar.  The 
vocal  music  was  most  sublime  and  delightful.  At 
the  time  we  entered,  the  doors  of  the  altar  were 
thrown  open,  on  which  the  priest  came  forth 
with  a  cup  and  spoon.  Some  children  were  then 
brought  forward,  and  a  spoonful  of  wine,  from 
the  cup,  was  put  into  their  mouth,  on  which  they 
made  a  bow.  In  this  manner  was  the  sacrament 
administered  ;  and  it  seemed  extraordinary  that 
it  should  have  been  given  to  those  of  so  tender 
an  age. 

The  next  is  the  Sheremetiev  hospital,  built 
by  the  Grand  Chamberlain,  Count  Sheremetiev, 
in  1803,  an  elegant  edifice  in  the  form  of  a 
crescent,  with  a  portico  in  the  centre  leading  to 
the  church.  The  apartments,  which  are  nume^ 
rous,  are  remarkably  clean,  and  well  ventilated. 
On  the  23d  of  February,  the  anniversary  of  the 
Count's  death,  donations  are  distributed  to  the 
inmates.  He  bequeathed  an  annual  donation  of 
23,000  rubles  for  the  infirm  and  diseased  ;  and, 
together  with  the  sum  lefl  by  Count  Dimitri, 
there  is  a  revenue  of  117,142  rubles  for  the 
support  of  this  excellent  charity.  No  one  can 
hear  of  such  institutions,  and  of  those  Samaritans 
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who  administer  to  Hie  wants  <^  suffering  hvN* 
manity,  without  exclaiming'— 

**  Bless'd  be  those 
Whofe  lires  are  consecrated  to  the  toil 
Of  ministering  around  the  uncurtain'd  couch 
Of  pain  and  poverty;  blest  be  the  hands 
That  mix  the  cup  medicinal,  that  bind 
The  wounds  which  ruthless  warfare  and  disease 
Have  to  the  lazar-house  consigned*" 

The  university,  founded  in  1754  by  the  Em- 
press Elizabeth,  is  a  fine  building,  with  a  portico 
of  the  Paestum  Doric  order,  a  cupola,  and 
contains  several  saloons.  In  the  rotunda,  or 
central  hall,  is  a  bust  of  the  Emperor  Alex- 
ander. The  professors  amount  to  thirty.  A 
library,  which  occupies  a  fine  gallery  and  two 
other  rooms,  contains  about  30,000  volumes, 
chiefly  tbe  gift  of  the  Emperor.  There  is  also 
a  museum  of  natural  history*,  and  an  ana- 
tomical cabinet,  purchased  by  His  Majesty  for 
10,000  rubles.  The  chemical  laboratory  exceeds 
all  the  other  collections,  in  point  of  richness ; 
and  there  are  360  models,  of  difierent  crystals, 

^  There  is  one  remarkable  pearl  in  this  capital,  said  to 
have  been  brought  from  die  East  Indies,  described  as  un- 
equalled in  the  world,  and  of  considerable  weighL  It  is 
spherical ;  and  the  colour  exceeds  the  metallic  splendour  of 
highly-polished  silver,  but  at  the  same  time  possesses  the 
most  transparent  brightness.  When  separated  from  its 
coverings,  and  put  on  a  sheet  of  white  paper,  it  rolls  upon 
liie  sur&oe  like  qnicksilven 
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fornted  in  wax.    The  physical  babinet  once  con- 
tained SOO  instruments^  but  these  were  greatly 
reduced  at  the  period  of  the  conflagration.    The 
cabinet  of  coins  contained  5000  medals.      A 
botanical  garden  has  lately  been  added  to  the 
pharmaceutical  school,  founded  in  1822  ;  and  a 
school  has  been  established  for  instruction  in  the 
diflferent  branches  of  agriculture. 
Among  the  private  edifit^es^  one  of  the  most 
*  remarkable  is  the  palace  of  the  Countess  Orlov, 
who  is  the  most  opulent  individual  in  the  whole 
of  the  Russian  dominions ;  and;  at  One  period,  a 
match  was  attempted  to  be  brought  about  be- 
tween this  lady  and  the   Grand  Duke  Con- 
stantine;   but  it   could  not  be  accomplished^ 
and  she  still  remains  single,  preferring  a  life 
of  celibacy  and  independence  to  the  fetters  of 
wedlock.     We  found  it  impossible  to  obtain 
access  to  the  interior  of  this  palace,  and  were 
obliged  to  content  ourselves  with  admiring  the 
front,  which  is  adorned  with  statues ;  and  with 
rambling  about  the  gardens.    In  the  latter  is  a 
charming  view,  with  a  meandering  riven    They 
are  laid  out  with  greater  taste  than  any  we  had 
seen  in  this  country;  and  the  trees  were  as 
healthy  and  blooming  as  those  in  the  finest  parts 
of  England.    There  is  a  small  temple  here,  and 
the  late  Emperor  used  oflen  to  pass  some  time 
at  this  beautiful  spot. 
Our  steps  were  next  directed  to  the  imperial 
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stables,  with  which  we  were  greatly  disap- 
pointed, both  the  situation,  and  the  building 
itself,  being  mean  in  the  extreme,  and  not  at  all 
what  we  expected  to  find.  Over  the  stalls,  of 
^hich  there  are  only  forty,  are  written  the  name 
and  pedigree  of  each  horse.  White  cloths 
edged  with  red,  and  adorned  with  a  figure  of 
the  national  eagle,  are  thrown  over  the  animals' 
backs.  The  cribs  al*e  of  iron,  fixed  at  the  sides 
of  the  stalls,  and  straw-matting  is  laid  under  their 
feet.  The  adjoining  riding- school  is  prodigious 
in  point  of  breadth  and  length,  with  galleries  at 
each  end  for  spectators.  The  roof  has  been 
taken  ofi)  under  the  idea  that  the  wood  was  not 
dry,  and  replaced  by  a  new  one.  The  extra* 
ordinary  number  of  6000  soldiers  have  been 
exercised  here  at  one  time ;  and  it  is  said  that 
it  can  contain  20,000 ! 

The  imperial  carriages  are  twenty-seven,  and 
of  these  seventeen  are  of  extraordinary  dimen- 
sions,  of  curious  appearance,  and  great  anti- 
quity ;  and  many  were  presents  from  dijBTerent 
sovereigns.  Some  of  them  are  positively  not 
one  fobt  above  the  ground ;  others  are  similar  to 
the  state  coach  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
massy,  clumsy,  and  gaudy. 

One  resembling  a  house,  placed  upon  a  sledge, 
contains  tables,  sofas,  and  accommodations  for 
a  number  of  persons,  so  that  a  journey  may 
be  made  in  it  without  the  least  inconvenience. 
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^ven  when  it  is  at  full  speed;  and  in  such  a 
^irehicle  travellers  may  dine»  sleep,  read,  write, 
or  play  cards,  just  as  in  a  room.     It  was  in  this 
huge  machine  that  Elizabeth  I.  travelled  from 
iSt  Petersburg,  in  the  depth  of  winter ;  and  the 
Empress  Catherine,  also,  in  the  course  of  several 
visits  to  this  capital,  during  the  same  season, 
frequently  made  the  journey  from  St.  Peters- 
burg in  four  days ;  but  Peter  I.  is  said  to  have 
performed  it  in  forty-six  hours,  being  drawn  by 
twenty-four  horses,  which  were  changed  at  each 
stage.      Even  in  our  own  carriage  we  rardy 
stopped,  but  had  provisions,  with  dinner  apf»u 
ratus,  and  read,  &c.  although  driven  with  such 
rapidity. 

On  returning  to  the  street,  our  attention  was 
attracted  by  a  funeral  procession,  preceded  by 
twelve  ecclesiastics  in  their  sacerdotal  costume^ 
and  bareheaded.  They  were  at  some  distance 
from  each  other,  and  accompanied  by  the  high- 
priest,  who  was  distinguished  by  a  particular 
dress.  Then  followed  four  men,  about  fifly  feet 
jfrom  each  other,  two  on  each  side  of  the  street, 
with  broad  slouched  hats,  and  pieces  of  white 
crape  attached  to  them,  so  as  to  cover  their  faces, 
each  holding  a  lighted  torch.  A  group  of  singing 
boys  came  after ;  in  the  centre  of  whom  was  one 
holding  a  gold  case,  with  an  effigy  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  The  body  was  in  a  kind  of  heai-se,  drawn 
by  six  horses,  covered  with  black  cloth,  and  the 
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postilions  and  drivers  on  the  box  were  ancx>vered. 
Over  the  cofBn  was  a  rich  embroidered  mantle^ 
two  attendants  walked  behind^  and  two  on  each 
side.    A  crowd  of  domestics  and  poor  women^ 
with  white  handkerchiefs  b(mnd  round  their 
heads,  closed  the  moumfiU  cortege.    It  is  the 
practice  here  to  walk  to  the  place  of  interment 
although  it  should  be  twenty  miles  distance  fron 
the  spot  whence  the  body  is  carried.     We  had 
an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  religious  cere* 
monies  whidi  take  place  immediately  after  a 
person's  deceade,  a  gentleman  having  died  at 
our  hotel  almost  immediately  after  we  entered  iL 
With  some  difficulty  we  obtained  permission  to 
gratify  our  curiosity,  and  were  admitted  into  the 
chamber  of  death,  where  the  body  was  laid  out 
The  coffin,  which  was  exceedingly  splendid,  and 
\ery  broad  at  top,  after  the  fashion  of  an  antique 
sarcophagus,  rested  upon   claw  feet.      It  was 
covered  with  crimson,  embroidered  with  silver, 
and  at  the  head  was  a  large  ornamented  cross. 
Underneath  it  a  quantity  of  ice  was  laid  in  a 
vessel.  The  corpse  was  not  dressed  in  a  shrowd, 
but  in  a  suit  of  black ;  it  being  the  custom  to 
send  for  a  tailor  to  equip  the  body  as  soon  as  it 
is  dead.     The  shirt  collar  was  put  up  erect;  a 
riband  bound  round  the  head,  with  representa- 
tions of  angelic  figures  on  it,  and  a  writing,  tes- 
tifying that  the  deceased  had  died  in  the  Christian 
faith.    On  the  breast  was  laid  a  small  picture  of 
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our  Saviour.  Three  enormous  thick  tapers,  en- 
twined with  black  crape,  and  in  silver  candle- 
sticks, were  placed  at  the  end,  and  on  each  side 
of  the  head,  while  a  fourth  stood  at  the  foot  of  the 
coffin.  Pedestals  were  also  placed  round  it,  with 
red  velvet  cushions  and  gold  fringes,  on  which 
were  laid  the  several  orders  of  the  deceased.  A 
priest,  who  stood  on  the  right  side  of  the  coffin, 
was  reading  from  a  book,  and  on  a  temporary 
altar  was  placed  a  small  picture  in  a  frame.  At 
certain  intervals  he  was  relieved  by  another  ec- 
clesiastic, and  they  continued  thus  occupied  for 
three  successive  days  and  nights.  On  a  table  was 
laid  a  plate  of  rice  with  raisins  in  the  centre,  ar- 
ranged in  the  form  of  a  cross,  encircled  with 
.  large  pieces  of  white  sugar,  intended,  as  we  were 
informed,  to  be  given  to  the  attendants  at  the 
place  of  interment.  It  is  also  usual  for  the 
friends  of  the  deceased  to  walk  round  the  body 
and  kiss  the  face ;  but  they  had  not  yet  arrived 
to  go  through  this  ceremony.  It  may  be  ob- 
served,  that  in  this  city  coffins  of  all  sizes  are  to 
be  found  ready  for  sale,  and  piled  up  in  the 
shops  of  grocers. 

The  streets  of  Moscow  are  of  great  length 
and  breadth,  and  some  of  fhem  are  paved,  but  in 
a  very  unsubstantial  manner.*  The  principal  one, 

*  la  niSf  Lady  M.  Montague,  I  think,  remarked  that 
Paria  bad  the  advantage  of  the  English  metropolis  in  point 
of  paving,  and  also  in  the  mode  of  lighting  the  streets  at 
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called  Tverskoi,  is  crooked,  and  steeper  in  some 
parts  than  Ludgate  Hill.  About  the  centre  of  it 
are  the  general's  or  commander's  residence,  a  mi- 
litary guard-house,  and  other  edifices  belonging 
to  government;  and  near  the  top  it  is  intersected 
by  a  square,  where  are  two  churches.  The  foot- 
pavement,  which  is  made  to  slope  on  one  side, 
is  formed  of  brick,  laid  fiat  on  edge,  and  is  soon 
injured  and  broken,  and  the  centre  of  the  streets 
are  in  bad  state*  The  principal  part  of  this 
street  is  52  feet  in  breadth.  There  may  be  500 
cross  streets,  and  the  number  of  lamps  in  this 
city  amount  to  5000,  which  consume  260,880  lb. 
weight  of  oil  during  eight  months. 

Moscow  no  longer  exhibits,  as  formerly,  that 
bizarre  contrast  which  obtained  for  it  the  appella- 
tion of  a  Rome  Tartare  ;  for  the  buildings  are  now 
of  a  more  uniform  character,  and  many  of  the 
private  houses  are  on  a  scale  of  magnificence  that 
to  a  Londoner  would  appear  incredible.  We  may 
have  a  few  edifices  equal  in  point  of  beauty,  but 
there  is  a  vastness  in  the  buildings  here  that 
strikes  the  imagination,  and  produces  an  im- 
pression that  partakes  of  the  sublime.  There  is 
also  something  captivating  in  this  display  of 
Grecian  and  Palladian  architecture  intermingled 


night ;  but  had  she  lived  at  the  present  day,  Her  Ladyship 
would  have  altered  her  opinion,  and  declared  **  they  ma- 
naged these  things  better  in  England.'^ 
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among  the  old  national  structures.  While^  too^ 
the  public  buildings  are  distinguished  by  sim- 
plicity and  grandeur,  private  individuals  appear 
anxious  to  emulate  the  example  set  them  by  the 
government,  each  striving,  as  far  as  lies  in  his 
power,  to  contribute  to  the  embellishment  of  the 
city ;  and  it  would  not  perhaps  be  amiss  if  a  few 
of  our  architects  were  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  two 
capitals  of  Russia,  which  certainly  contain  many 
structures  that  deserve  to  be  more  generally 
known  than  at  present.  The  shops  are  chiefly 
under  ground,  and  the  stairs  leading  to  them 
project  into  the  street,  which  is  a  great  nuisance 
to  pedestrians;  for  if  a  stranger  be  not  on  his 
guard,  he  is  in  danger  of  breaking  his  neck. 
One  street,  called  Poorofoka,  which  extends  a 
great  length,  said  to  be  some  versts,  maybe  con- 
sidered the  largest  of  any.  All  the  roofs  are  of 
sheet  iron,  and  painted  a  green  or  brown  colour, 
which  certainly  gives  the  city  a  cheeriul,  gay, 
and  light  appearance,  especially  when  seen 
from  an  elevation.  Formerly  they  were  painted 
black,  being  nearer  the  colour  of  iron.  The 
change  arose  from  a  remark  of  the  £mperor,  that 
from  their  dark  hue,  the  buildings  seemed  to  be 
in  mourning ;  and  this  coming  to  the  ear  of  the 
inhabitants,  they  adopted  in  consequence  livelier 
colours. 

We  perceived  little  difference  of  costume  be- 
tween the  lower  orders  here  and  at  St  Peters- 
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burg.  The  men  universally  have  their  necks 
exposed^  their  shirt^coUars  beingworn  d  laByran; 
vihicYi  is  a  proof  how  extremes  meet,  and  that  a 
semi-barbarous  Muscovite  and  an  English  dandy 
have  a  strong  sympathy  in  matters  of  taste.  As 
to  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  wearing  beards, 
we,  who  strip  our  chins  of  the  ornament  nature 
designed  for  them,  can  hardly  be  allowed  to  be 
fair  and  impartial  judges :  all  that  can  be  said 
on  the  subject  is,  that  if  nature  was  wrong  in 
bestowing  such  appendage  on  the  male  visage, 
we  certainly  act  very  right  in  ridding  ourselves 
of  the  unsightly  excrescence.  Yet  those  who 
retain  it  as  natural  and  ornamental,  might  very 
well  apply  to  us  the  words  of  Hamlet — "  Heaven 
has  given  you  one  face,  and  you  make  yourselves 
another." 

Similar  regulations  to  those  at  St  Petersburg 
prevail  here :  watchmen  are  stationed  during 
the  day-time  at  the  comers  of  the  streets,  with 
halberts  in  their  hands,  and  they  generally  salute 
every  respectably-dressed  person  who  passes 
by ;  the  military,  too,  always  turn  out  to  salute 
an  officer,  in  the  manner  which  has  been  de- 
scribed in  the  former  volume*;  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  images  of  saints  and  boghSj  they  are 
in  as  much,  if  not  greater  request  here,  than  in 
the  modem  capital;  being  stuck  up  in  a  con- 

*  See  page  fi75. 
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qpicuous  Situation  in  every  shop  and  house.  The 
homage  paid  to  these  pakry  idols  excites  in  the 
mind  of  every  rational  person  as  much  contempt 
as  astonishment,  not  onmingled  with  painful 
emotions^  on  reflecting  in  what  abject  super* 
stition  so  many  millions  of  human  beings  are 
sunk.  Bat  on  this  subject  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enlarge  again,  the  absurdity  of  the  custom  being 
so  palpable. 

At  the  comer  of  the  Varvaskoi  Gate»  in  front  of 
the  Kremlin,  are  a  number  of  tallow-chandlers' 
shops ;  and  perhaps  of  all  trades  in  the  Russian 
dominions,  theirs  is  the  most  profitable,  firom  the 
enormous  number  of  lights  that  are  in  constant 
demand  by  persons  of  all  ranks,  from  the  lowest 
to  the  highest,  for  the  purpose  of  displaying  their 
devotion.*  Such  shops  are  generally  to  be  found 
near  every  church;  and  not  only  the  buyers, 
but  the  sellers,  are  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
they  are  serving  the  cause  of  religion,  and  that 
"  the  devil  will  avoid  these  places,  and  tremble  for 
fear."  Some  of  the  wax  tapers  are  enormously 
large,    and  covered  from  top  to  bottom  with 

*  I  suspect  that  the  manufacturers  and  vendors  of  holy 
tapers  were  no  great  admirers  of  Luther  ;  for  the  Reform- 
ation made  sad  havoc  with  their  pious  trade.  Their  ideas 
of  illumination  certainly  did  not  accord  with  his ;  and  they, 
doubtless,  looked  upon  his  heresy  with  as  great  horror  as 
that  which  the  growers  of  oata  at  present  entertam  towards 
steam-carriages. 

E  4 
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gilding.*  This  gate  leads  to  the  Kitai^gorod,  or 
Chinese  town.  In  the  area  to  the  east  of  the 
Kremlin,  there  is  always  a  prodigious  bustle; 
and  a  crowd  of  carriages,  waiting  for  those  who 
came  to  make  purchases  at  the  Gostinoi  Dvor, 
which  forms  a  range  of  piazzas  on  each  side  of 
a  street  Here  are  extensive  galleries,  similar 
to  those  in  a  monastery,  and  leading  to  ware- 
houses for  goods.  The  whole  occupies  a  consi- 
derable space,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a  quadrangle. 
In  packing  bales  of  goods,  it  is  not  the  custom 
to  make  use  of  cord  or  rope,  but  strips  of  sheet- 
iron,  about  two  inches  in  breadth.  In  some 
parts  these  bazars  are  roofed  with  glass,  after 
the  mode  of  those  at  Constantinople.  A  stran- 
ger is  instantly  recognised  on  entering,  and  ab* 
soluteiy  teased  by  the  merchants,  who  show  him 
great  politeness,  and  take  off  their  hats ;  yet, 
notwithstanding  their  apparent  courtesy,  they 
endeavour  to  shuffle  him  almost  by  force  into 
their  stalls. 

In  descanting  on  the  excellence  of  their 
goods,  and  cheapness,  be  they  ever  so  worth- 
less, or  be  the  price  demanded  double  their  real 
value,  they  are  so  eloquent,  that,  in  this  respect, 
they  hardly   yield   the   palm    to  our  London 

*  The  name  Candlemass  is  understood  to  be  deriTod  from 
the  number  of  candles  used  by  the  Catholic  church  in  the 
processions  which  take  place  on  the  1st  of  Februaiy  in 
honour  of  the  purification  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 
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champagne  puffers,  and  certain  other  dealers, 
whose  wares,  by  most  extraordinary  good  luck, 
are  at  once    the  cheapest  and  finest  of  their 
kind.     Like  the  best  new  novel,  all  they  offer 
to  your  notice  is  superlatively  excellent ;  and 
every  article  they  lay  before  you,  better  than  the 
last.    You  absolutely  feel  compassion  for  these 
very  disinterested  people,  who  are  ruining  them<- 
selves  to  serve  a  mere  stranger;   but  pity  is 
at  length  absorbed  in  admiration  at  their  appa- 
rently boundless  stock  of  epithets—^-at  the  warmth 
of  their  protestations —*  at  their  conscientious 
piety ;  for  should  you  seem  to  doubt  the  value 
of  what  is  shown  you,  they  will  call  upon  all 
the  <<  saints^'  as  witnesses  to  their  integrity.  And 
if  they,   after  all,   succeed  in  imposing  upon 
their  customer,  they  console  themselves  with 
the  reflection  that  their  profits  will  enable  them 
to  purchase  an  extra  taper  for  their  devotions, 
to  Uie  honour  of  the  true  faith,  the  glory  of  the 
church,  and  their  own  reputation  for  piety ;  and 
in  this  respect,  it  must  be  granted,  they  possess 
a  most  comfortable  advantage,  denied  to  an  En- 
glish shopkeeper,  who  cannot  flatter  himself  with 
the  idea  of  being  devout,  while  he  knows  himself 
to  be  a  rogue.    How  an  English  champagne- 
brewer  hushes  his  conscience,  I  pretend  not  to 
guess;   for  he  would  hardly  venture  upon   so 
bold  a  measure  as  that  of  lulling  it  by  copious 
draughts  of  his  own  nectar.    Whenever  these 
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gentry  in  the  bazars  found  we  were  not  inclined 
to  make  any  purchases,  they  called  us  back,  and 
would  reduce  their  price  from  one  sum  to  an- 
other, fiJling  in  their  demands,  which  became 
«*  fine  by  degrees,  and  beautifully  less."  After 
all,  however,  it  is  a  thousand  to  one  if  they  do 
not,  in  the  interim,  shift  the  article  agreed  upon, 
by  some  legerdemain  trick,  and  substitute  an- 
other, inferior  in  quality,  thus  making  themselves 
full  amends  for  the  abatement  Such  arts  are 
notorious  j  and  neither  their  religion  nor  their 
devotion  prevents  them  from  putting  them  into 
practice.  Without  doing  them  the  least  injus- 
tice, I  may  venture  to  declare,  that  we  never 
met  with  more  Complete  and  barefaced  rogues 
than  in  these  bazars;  and  am  convinced  that  every 
one  who  has  visited  these  places^  will  admit  the 
character  here  given  of  them,  not  to  be  at  all 
overcharged. 

People  of  almost  every  nation  are  to  be  seen 
here ;  and,  among  the  rest,  crowds  of  Cossacks, 
who  recalled  to  my  mind  the  interesting  spectacle 
of  their  encampment,  in  the  Champs  £lys6es  at 
Paris,  in  1814.  Associated,  too,  with  the  name 
of  this  warlike  race  is  that  of  Platov.  The  early 
life  of  this  valiant  soldier,  who  was  born  in  1751, 
was  spent  in  the  usual  military  training ;  and  pre- 
vious to  his  twentieth  year  he  enlisted  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  where  he  soon  attracted  at- 
tention by  his  bravery  and  undaunted  courage. 
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These  led  to  his  promotion ;  and  in  1770»  which 
may  be  held  as  the  dawn  of  his  military  glory,  we 
find  him  holding  the  rank  of  captain,  and  engaged 
in  services  of  danger,  which  called  forth  great  in- 
trepidity of  character.  Up  to  1784  he  was  occu- 
pied, from  time  to  time,  in  various  warlike 
operations  under  Potemkin,  especially  in  an 
action  with  the  Turks,  after  which  he  was  raised 
to  the  rank  of  major-general.  He  also  took  a  part 
in  the  slaughter  at  Ismail,  under  Suvarov.  In 
1791,  he  was  received  with  high  honour  by  Po» 
temkin  at  St  Petersburg;  and  ten  years  afterwards 
Alexander  noticed  him  for  his  high  gallantry, 
and  called  for  his  services^  He  now  displayed 
most  intrepid  resolution  in  marching  towards  the 
middle  of  Europe  at  the  head  of  the  Cossacks  of 
the  Don.  On  the  peace  of  Tilsit,  in  1807»  the 
order  of  St  Alexander  Nevsky  was  conferred  on 
him ;  while  the  King  of  Prussia  loaded  him  with 
honours,  and  esteemed  him  worthy  of  his  con« 
fidence.  But  it  was  after  the  invasion  of  Russia 
by  the  French  that  he  distinguished  himself  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  excite  the  attention  and 
admiration  of  all  Europe,  and  to  cause  him  to  be 
received,  on  his  subsequent  visit  to  England, 
with  absolute  enthusiasm.  Never  shall  I  forget 
his  upright  tall  person,  masculine  form,  and  wea- 
ther-beaten countenance ;  but  above  all  have  I 
reason  to  recollect  him  from  the  impression  he 
made  on  me,  by  an  aifectionate  squeeze  of  the 
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hand  he  gave  me  on  my  being  introduced  td 
him  in  London;   for  the  compliment  wa»  so 
hearty  and  energetic,  that  I  actually  thought  he 
had  crushed  the  bones  of  my  fingers  in  his  cor- 
dial, but  iron  grasp.     After  this  Platov  returned 
to  his  native  land  to  enjoy  repose  during*  the 
piping-time  of  peace,  and  relate  the  battles  he 
had  won ;  and  his  return  was  hailed  with  every 
demonstration  of  joy  and  attachment.    A  stroke 
of  apoplexy  carried  off  the  hero  on  the  3d  of 
January,  1818.     Such  is  a  rapid  sketch  of  the 
military  career  of  one  whose  memory  will  be 
kept  alive  in  the  page  of  history,  as  one  of  the 
bravest  of  men,  faithful  to  his  sovereign,  and 
devoted  to  his  country.     His  name  will  be  asso- 
ciated with  all  that  is  gallant  and  heroic  as  a  true 
and  steady  soldier ;  but  more  especially  during 
the  latter  period  of  his  life,  in  those  highly  mo- 
mentous affairs,  which  restored  peace  to  suffering 
Europe,  after  so  many  years  of  bloodshed  and 
oppression. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Ravages  of  the  Plague  in  the  year  1770.  —  Insurrection  and 
murder  of  the  bishop.  —  Post-office.  -—  'Nem  Petrovdcsy 
theatre.  —  Gardens*  —  Donskoi  monastery.  —  English 
church.  -—  Burial  ground.  —  Markets*  —  Punishment  of 
the  knout.  —  Anecdotes^  Sfc. 

The   city  of  Moscow    has    been    frequently 
visited  by  that  **  pestilence  which  walketh   in 
darkness  ;*'  and  terrible  as  are  the  devastations 
of  war,  they  have  proved  less  destructive  than 
those  seasons  of  mortality.     So  late  as  1770  it 
was  visited  by  the  plague,  which  had  been  im- 
ported by  the   Russians   after    defeating    the 
Turks.     The  ravages  were  heart-rending  in  the 
extreme,  and  continued  for  the  space  of  twelve 
months.     With  the  view  of  allaying  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  public,  orders  were  issued  that 
the  disease  should  be  denominated  a  fever.  The 
military,    who  entered  the   habitations   of  the 
dead,  became  incessantly  infected  by  the  con- 
tagion.    After  great  woe  and   desolation,   the 
city  was  almost  totally  deserted ;  and  horrible 
indeed  was  the  fate  of  those  who  were  left  be- 
hind, and   thus  inevitably  became  victims   of 
death.  Their  corpses  might  be  seen  lying  in  the 
public  streets  ;  and  no  fewer  than  100,000  were 
swept  away  by  the  pestilence  during  that  period. 
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This  destruction,  so  emphatically  described  in 
the  language  of  inspiration,  as  that  **  which  wast- 
eth  at  noon-day/'  was  not  confined  to  the 
city ;  but  extended  itself  to  the  neighbouring 
villages,  where  80,000  human  beings  fell  a  sa- 
crifice to  its  violence;  till,  as  the  winter  ap- 
proached, the  mortality  began  to  abate. 

Yet,  even  during  this  dreadful  visitation,  the 
inhabitants  ofiered  up  their  petition,  not  to  Him 
who  is  a  spirit,  and  ought  to  be  looked  up  to  in 
spirit,  and  who  is  all-powerful  to  save,  but  to 
inanimate  objects ;  in  other  words,  to  the  pic* 
tures  of  the  Virgin,  and  their  saints,  under  the 
conviction  that  relief  would  be  more  efieo- 
tually  obtained  from  them  than  the  Almighty* 
How  melancholy  is  it  to  reflect  upon  such  abject 
idolatry,  so  inconsistent  both  with  reason  and 
revelation ;  and  so  opposed  to  the  warning  of 
an  inspired  writer,  who  declares,  that  men 
shall  cast  away  "  their  idols,  which  they  made 
each  one  for  himself  to  worship,  to  the  moles 
and  the  bats.''*    Some  one  was  mad  enough  to 

*  This  cannot  be  mentioned  without  adverting  to  an  in- 
stance that  occurred  of  the  superstition  of  the  Sicilians,  which 
I  had  from  a  person  of  rank  in  Syracuse:  —  The  French 
fleet  having  appeared  off  the  place,  the  inhabitants  were 
thrown  into  the  greatest  alarm.  What  was  to  be  done  ?-^  the 
whole  population  turned  out,  and  walked  in  procession  to  a 
particular  spot,  where  they  invoked  the  assistance  of  Sta.  Lu- 
cia, the  tutelary  saint  of  the  town,  and  in  consequence  she 
actually  saved  it,  by  raising  a  violent  storm,  which  blew  the 
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/  to  propagate  a  rq>ort  that "  our  Lady's**  por- 
traity  in  a  small  chapel  at  the  Varvaskoi  Gate, 
had  not  due  adoration  paid  it  on  so  urgent  an 
occasion ;  and  that  if  greater  respect  were  ma« 
nifested  towards  it,  it  might  have  the  effect 
of  quelling  the  plague.  Incredible  as  the  fact 
may  appear,  great  importance  was  attached  to 
the  intelligence  —  an  uproar  was  created  in  the 
city  -**  crowds  flocked  to  the  picture  ;  and,  it  is 
gravely  said,  their  supplications  most  effectually 
arrested  the  progress  of  the  disease.  With  the 
view  of  restoring  order,  and  dispersing  the 
people,  the  bishop  caused  the  picture  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  church  of  the  Kremlin ;  but  this 
change  was  construed  into  a  heinous  offence, 
both  by  the  mob,  and  some  ecclesiastics,  who  had 
derived  a  handsome  profit  from  the  donations 
made  to  this  image.  The  military  were  called 
out,  but  overpowered ;  and  the  whole  city  was 
filled  with  tumult  and  alarm.  Diligent  search 
was  made  for  the  bishop,  who,  it  was  disco- 
vered, had  taken  refuge  in  the  Donskoi  Monas- 
tery, near  the  town ;  but  neither  the  acts  of  de- 
votion he  was  exercising  at  the  time,  nor  the 


whole  fleet  from  Sicily !  Since  these  pages  were  written,  the 
king  of  Naples  has  passed  a  decree  (June  27. 1827)  which 
actually  imposes  a  punishment  of  solitary  confinement  against 
those  who  shall  blaspheme  the  images  of  saints  in  churches 
or  other  places  consecrated  to  divine  worship  I 
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sanctity  of  the  place,  afforded  him  any  pro- 
tection from  the  fury  of  the  rabble.  Having 
seized  upon  him,  they  put  him  to  death  with 
savage  barbarity ;  acd,  as  a  refinement  of  their 
cruelty,  e:iposed  his  body  before  the  gates  of  the 
monact3ry.  This  murder  T7a3  followed  by  scenes 
of  riot  and  tumuli ;  £Lid  Me  vengeance  of  the 
mob  was  next  directed  against  medical  men. 
Their  hous3s  were  :'tVi.:.-cked  and  plundered; 
a  terrible  uproar  was  the  consequence ;  and  such 
violence  ensued,  that  i: early  300  of  the  riotera 
were  cut  down,  and  an  equal  number  taken  pri- 
soners. Such  are  a  few  of  the  dreadful  effects 
of  absurd  superstition,  frenzy,  and  fanaticism,  in 
a  brutal  mob.  Certain  regulations  followed,  re- 
specting such  articles  as  v/ere  liable  to  commu- 
nicate infection ;  and  travellers  were  obliged  to 
perform  quarantine  at  certain  places  between  the 
city  and  St.  Petersburg.  About  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1772,  this  awful  calamity  dis- 
appeared, after  having  carried  off  134,000  human 
beings.  On  this  occasion  none  was  more  active 
in  providing  means  to  stop  these  dreadful 
ravages,  than  Count  Orlov,  to  whose  memory  a 
monument  was  erected  at  Tzarskoe  Selo,  which 
has  been  mentioned  in  a  former  part  of  this 
volume. 

The  post-office  is  a  plain  and  simple  building. 
Letters  must  be  paid  before  they  are  received 
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here;  a  regulation,  doubtless,  not  a  little  in- 
jurious to  it. 

For  its  astonishing  magnitude,  and  the  gran* 
deur  of  its  architecture,  the  new  Petrovsky 
theatre  yields  to  no  structure  of  the  kind  in 
Europe,  or,  rather,  is  superior  to  every  other. 
The  principal  fa9ade,  which  is  towards  a  spacious 
square,  in  the  centre  of  which  a  fountain  is  about 
to  be  erected,  has  a  noble  portico,  with  eight 
columns  of  the  Ionic  order,  56  feet  (English) 
high;  their  diameters  being  nearly  seven  feet. 
On  each  side  of  this  portico,  which^  is  112  feet 
in  width,  the  rest  of  the  front  is  quite  plain  and 
unbroken  by  any  aperture,  the  only  ornament 
consisting  in  its  horizontal  rustics,  and  the  en- 
riched frieze  of  the  entablature;  owing  to 
which,  the  whole  possesses  a  relief  and  solidity 
well  according  with  its  colossal  character.  Above 
the  portico  is  a  lofty  attic,  containing  a  single 
aperture  or  niche,  of  a  semicircular  form,  about 
50  feet  in  diameter,  more  than  wide  enough  to 
receive  an  ordinary-sized  London  house ;  within 
which  is  placed  a  group  of  £)ur  horses,  attached 
to  the  car  of  Apollo.  It  is  impossible  to  con- 
template the  stupendous  proportions  of  this  edi- 
fice, and  the  classical  purity  of  its  design,  the 
simplicity  of  the  ensemble,  and  the  richness  of 
the  detail,  without  admiration  ;  nor  can  we 
but  concede .  the  palm  to  the  Russians,  for  the 
dignity  and  grandeur  they  display  in  their  pub- 

VOL.  n.  T 
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lie  structures.  Compared  with  this  portico^  that 
of  Covent  Garden  theatre  is  a  mere  dwarf; 
whil^  in  point  of  taste,  it  must  be  admitted  to 
be  far  inferior.  This  fine  fa9ade  is  very  nearly 
the  same  as  one  designed  by  Mikhailov,  so  much 
so  indeed,  that  the  architect  seems  to  have 
adopted  the  ideas  of  his  competitor ;  for  the  si- 
milarity is  by  far  too  great  to  be  ma-ely  acd- 
dental.  We  were  permitted  to  view  the  interior, 
which  the  workmen  were  then  busily  employed 
in  finishing,  consequently  we  beheld  it  to  consi« 
derable  disadvantage,  but  saw  enough  to  cod« 
vince  us  of  its  extraordinary  magnificence* 
There  are  six  tiers  of  boxes,  but  they  have  no 
pillars  or  visible  supports ;  which,  however  con* 
venient  this  may  be  for  the  spectators,  has  yet 
an  unpleasant  efiect,  and  an  appearance  of  inse^ 
curity,  particularly,  I  should  imagine,  when  the 
house  is  fuIL  The  ceilings  of  the  boxes  are  sup- 
ported by  beams,  resting  in  the  wall,  between 
them  and  the  corridor,  which  ii9  of  immense 
thickness.  In  other  respects,  the  coup-^cal 
must  be  enchanting,  all  the  boxes  being  hung 
with  crimson  velvet  draperies,  with  gold  fringes, 
&c.  The  width  of  the  stage,  at  the  curtain,  is 
54  feeW  and  its  depth  184.*     The  height,  from 

*  This  splendid  theatre  was  opened  for  the  first  time  on 
Jan.  18. 1825,  when  was  delivered  an  appropriate  prologue, 
written  by  the  celebrated  poet  Dmitriev ;  in  which  Apollo 
caUed  upon  the  BixsiiaiiB  to  eclipse  the  prowess  of  their  wm 
by  their  achierementg  in  the  humanizing  arts  of  peace. 
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the  floor  of  the  pit  to  the  ceiling,  is  84  feet 
Several  very  splendid  saloons  communicate  with 
the  corridors,  and  so  lofty  and  spacious,  some 
lis  feet  long,  and  50  in  height,  that  each 
would  form  a  tolerable-sized  theatre  oi  itself. 

There  is  abo  an  old  theatre,  which  is  fire* 
quented  on  Sunday,  and  is  certainly  very  com* 
modiously  situated,  it  being  opposite  to  a  church. 
This  circumstance  reminds  me  of  one  in  Francci 
in  a  similar  situation,  where  I  saw  the  congrega- 
timi  proceeding  (Urectly  from  the  house  of  God, 
to  the  one  which  has  been  termed  that  of  Satan, 

In  the  public  markets  are  many  houses  of 
wood,  of  one  story,  painted  yellow  and  otbet 
eolours  i  but  very  squalid  in  point  of  appear* 
ance. 

Neat  towers  of  wood,  with  flag-staffs  on  each 
side,  are  erected  in  diflerent  parts  of  the  city,  as 
stati<m&  for  watchmen  to  give  alarm  in  case  of 
fire«  The  house  which  Murat  occupied  is  a 
large  edifice,  with  six  columns.  Here  he  was 
literally  burned  out,  at  the  period  c^'  the  confla^ 
gration. 

Over  the  Moskva  is  an  ancient  stone  bridge, 
whence  is  a  charming  prospect  of  the  sur* 
rounding  objects,  and  of  about  two  thirds  of  the 
Kremlin.  A  neat  quay  on  that  side  of  it,  under 
the  Kremlin,  is  several  feet  in  breadth,  and  ex* 
tends  to  the  Foundling  Hospital,  which  is  at  some 
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distance.  It  is  to  be  r^etted,  however,  that 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river  there  is  not  a 
similar  one,  the  ground  being  there  merely  boxed 
up  with  logs  of  wood,  to  support  the  earth. 

Moscow  has  several  very  agreeable  public 
gardens  and  promenades,  among  which  those 
called  the  Pond  Gardens  are  a  very  favourite  re- 
sort; and  on  particular  days  bands  of  music 
play  here.    They  are  laid  out  with  considerable 
taste,  and  contain  several  pieces  of  water,  from 
which  they  derive  tlieir  name.    Many  private 
residences  have  also  fine  gardens  attached  to 
them,  which  their  owners  allow  the  public  to  en- 
ter, and   even    provide  swings  and  other  re- 
creations for  their  amusement;  for  a  Russian 
piques  himself  on  making  a  display  of  his  mag- 
nificence, and  courts  the  admiration  of  his  neigh- 
bours, by  admitting  them  to  be  spectators  of  it 
The  motive  may  be  vanity ;  but  surely  candour 
will  allow,  that  it  also  looks  something  like  libe- 
rality on  the  part  of  wealthy  proprietors,  and  is 
quite  as  amiable  as  that  spirit  of  exclusiveqess 
which  characterises  the  upper  classes  in  England. 
Such  a  custom,  too,  proves  that,  barbarians  as 
we  may  think  them,  the  Russians  .are  less  mis- 
chievous than  the  English.     We  know  very  weR 
what  would  be  the  consequences  here  of  allowing 
a  garden  to  be  used  as  a  pubUc  promenade,  un- 
less the  walks  were  so  barricadoed  on  each  side. 
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as  to  render  it  impossible  for  any  one  to  step 
beyond  them ;  and  even  in  that  case»  there  had 
need  be  no  seats,  otherwise  they  would  certainly 
exhibit  proofs  of  the  ingenuity  of  the  victors,  by 
being  cut  and  scrawled  over  with  efihsions  of 
stupidity  and  blackguardism.  With  respecf  to 
statues  in  such  places,  I  am  afraid  that  the  ob- 
servations they  would  elicit  might,  on  many  oc- 
casions,  prove  more  piquant  than  edifying.  John 
Bull  is  outrageously  delicate  on  some  occasions ; 
but,  unfortunately,  he  displays  it  in  a  strangely 
indelicate  manner.  The  infamous  remarks  of 
the  newspapers^  and  the  scandalous  caricatures 
that  appeared,  when  the  bronze  figure  in  Hyde 
Park  was  first  erected,  are  a  sufficiedt  proof  of  this. 
The  following  anecdote  is  so  complete  a  satire  on 
this  hypocritical  squeamishness^  that  I  may  be  ex- 
cused for  introducing  it  here : — At  the  time  when 
the  papers  were  denouncing  the  unfortunate  sta- 
tue, and  all  London  flocking  to  the  Park  to  be* 
hold  what,  in  the  language  of  gentle  cockney  fa- 
cetiousness,  was  termed  the  "  Green  Mim,"  two 
fair  dames,  who  had  been  attracted  thither  byi^heir 
curiosity,  happened  to  meet,  when  the  following 
<;olloquy  took  place  between  them  :  —  "So,  Mra, 
Jenkins,  you,  too,  are  come  to  see  this^^^er.^" — 
*^  Yes ;  but  I  find  I  might  just  as  well  have  staid 
at  home.  Why,  I  was  told  that  it  was  quite  un- 
ddsant,  and  not  fit  to  be  seen,  so  I  determined 
to  come  and  look  at  it ;  bat  I  am  sure  they  who 
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call  this  undasanty  don't  know  what  undatancy 
means."  The  motive  this  lady  had  so  unblush- 
inglj  avowed  was  certainly  not  ^*  quite  cor- 
rect;'' but  her  comment  was  admirable. 

Linden  trees  are  very  numerous  at  Moscow ; 
and  the  bark  is  made  into  badcets  and  boxes. 
The  inner  bark  affords  materials  for  mats,  and 
the  rind  of  the  young  shoots  is  used  for  platting 
shoes. 

We  proceeded  to  die  Donskoi  monastery,  or 
that  of  the  Virgin  of  die  Don,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  barrier  of  Kaluga.  This  convent,  which  was 
founded  by  the  £unily  of  Donskoi,  in  comme« 
moration  of  Moscow  being  delivered  from  an  in- 
vasion of  the  Tatars,  is  situated  on  a  pkun,  and 
has  a  somewhat  romantic  appearance.  There 
were  at  this  time  about  thirty  nuns  residing  her^ 
who  wore  black  gowns  and  caps,  with  small 
white  cords  round  their  waists.  Many  of  them, 
we  observed,  were  occupied  in  working  lace. 
When  we  visited  the  chapel,  great  preparations 
were  making  for  a  JSte  ;  and  the  sisters,  with 
their  petticoats  ^  kilted,"  exhibited  rather  a 
novel  sight,  scrubbing  the  altar  with  as  mudi 
care  and  anxiety  as  a  cook  scouring  her  kitchen* 
dresser.  In  the  principal  church,  which  is 
very  fine,  we  saw  a  priest,  who  had  just  finished 
the  service,  beset  by  a  crowd,  pressing  his 
hand  to  their  bosoms,  and  slubbering  it  with 
kissesf,  asif  it  could  conununicate  any  particular 


yiftue  to  thein*  It  will  be  recollected  that  this 
was  the  bpot  wher^  a$  has  been  related^  tlie 
biflhop  was  massacred.  The  a^pimog  borial« 
ground  contains  a  number  of  toaobs,  in  a  great 
varietur  c^  forms }  and  donsiderable  suais  are  be« 
que^bed  to  the  monastei^,  and  nuns,  to  watch 
over  them.  On  their  return  &om  the  capital^  tb^ 
French  troops  pasi^cbse  to  this  aionasteiy,  tbe 
msSh  of  which  were  perforated  for  the  intro- 
duction  af  musketry  for  its  defence.  A  telei- 
graph  was  also  erected  bero^  and  another  on  the 
Sparrow  hills^  so  as  to  oommunicate  with  l^at  ixi 
Hie  Kreimlim  On  those  ^vations»  which  are  a 
few  miles  distant  in  liiis  direction,  prodigions- 
excavations  have  been  made^  for  the  foundation 
of  a  church  of  almost  incredible  magnitude^  as 
it  is  intended  to  be  erected  on  a  considerably 
larger  scale  than  that  of  St  Feter^s  at  Rome.  It 
is  to  be  dedicated  to  our  Saviour,  and  is^  intended 
to  record  the  deliverance  of  the  empiw  from  the 
Frendi.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  it  when 
it  is  stated,  that  its  intended  height,  from  the  foot 
of  the  hill  to  the  summit  of  the  cross^  is  770  feet ; 
or,  from  the  top  of  the  hiU^  where  the  upper 
temple  will  commence,  ^€0  feet*  The  great 
dome,  whose  diameter  is  intended  to  be  17^  feet, 
will  be  156  feet  higher  than  St.  Faul's,  London^ 
In  front  will  be  a  odonnade,;  extending  2100 
feet  $  and  on  each  side  will  be  erected  a  monu- 
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ment  One  of  these  will  be  forsaed  oat  of  tbe 
cannon  taken  from  the  enemy  before  he  passed 
the  frontiers  :  the  other,  of  the  ordnance  brought 
from  Paris.  The  foundation  was  laid  with  ex- 
traordinary pomp  and  S(demnity,  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1817,  in  the  presence  of  100,000 
troops,  under  arms,  300  priests,  and  an  incal- 
culable number  of  spectators^ 
*  The  sum  required  to  rear  this  edifice  is  so  im^ 
mense,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  will 
ever  be  finished.  The  period  originally  fixed 
for  the  completion  of  this  mighty  undertaking 
was  only  SO  years  j  but  when  we  saw  it,  every 
thing  appeared  to  be  at  a  stand,  from  the  want  of 
frmds  to  carry  it  on.  Although  the  views  of 
Moscow,  from  the  tower  of  the  Kremlin,  are  ex- 
tensive, yet  the  prospect  of  it,  from  a  distance, 
infinitely  surpasses  all  others. 

It  may  now  be  proper  to  allude  to  the  church 
at  Moscow  set  apart  for  divine  service,  after. the 
English  form,  which  became .  indispensably  re- 
quisite, in  consequence  of  the  number  of  British 
twho  have  taken  up  their  residence  there.  This 
building,  which  is  situated  in  the  environs,  is  on  a 
small  scale,  with  wings,  and  a  dwelling-house  for 
the  clergyman  attached  to  it  British,  German, 
•and  French  Protestants  attend  here.  During 
our  stay  it  had  been  shut  up,  in  consequence  of 
a  misunderstanding  having  taken  place  between 
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the  members,  i;«rhich  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  into^ 
except  mentioning  the  exertions  made  by  £arl 
Cathcart  to  provide  a  permanelit  English  church. 
While  His  Lordship  was  ambassador  in  I8I7  add 
1818,  his  chaplain  used  to  officiate  every  Sabbath 
in  his  house,  where  the  English  assembled,  and 
the  congregation  was  as  numerous  as  the  place 
could  contain.  The  former  churdi  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  government,  who  have  let  the 
premises.  In  order  to  heal  all  division,  and  pre- 
serve unity,  Mr.  Law,  cha]dain  at  St  Peters* 
burg,  proceeded  here  in  July,  1825,  called  a 
meeting  of  the  English,  and  was  happily  instru- 
mental in  reconciling  all  opinions ;  when  it  was 
resolved  to  open  a  new  place  of  worship.  A 
convenient  house,  the  property  of  a  nobleman 
in  Tverskoi  Street,  near  the  hotel  of  the  gover- 
nor, was  accordingly  selected  for  the  purpose^ 
and  has  been  neatly  fitted  up  as  a  chapel,  capa- 
ble of  containing  200  persons.  This  was  opened 
in  November,  1825,  when  100  persons  attended 
divine  service,  that  is,  one  fourth  of  the  English 
jresidents.  In  order  that  it  might  not  be  inter- 
fered  with  by  the  college  of  justice  (to  which  all 
churches  of  every  other  communion  are  subject 
in  this  country),  an  application  was  made  to  the 
Emperor,  through  the  British  minister,  to  grant 
his  sanction  for  the  establishment  of  an  English 
church }  and  the  suggestion  was  complied  with. 
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This  -vras  araoog  the  last  acts  of  Alexander 
shortly  l>efore  his  death.* 

In  support  of  tiiis  establishment  the  Anglo^ 
Russian  company  very  liberally  made  a  grant  of 

*  This  important  document  is  couched  in  the  following 
terms : — 

«  Sfc  Peier^urgy  «r  7.  SefU,  1825. 

"  Monsieur:— ^Le  soussign^  s'est  empress^  de  rendre 
coapCe  a  TEoipereur  de  la  note  que  le  ministre  pldnipoten- 
tiaire  de  Sa  Majeste  Britannique  lui  a  fait  Thonneur  de  lui 
adreeser,  en  date  Aoiit  ^.,  Sept.  S.,  et  il  a  la  satisfaction  de 
rinformer,  que  sH  Majesty  Imp^riale  a  daign^  condesceodre 
aux  ¥oeux  qui  lui  oct  iti  exprim^,  au  nom  des  sujets  Britan* 
niques  x^sidens  k  Moscou  ;  Sa  Majesty  a  nomm^ment  con- 
senti  il  ce,  qu'il  fut  6tabli  dans  la  dite  capitale  une  ^glise 
pour  la  c^^ratibn  du  culte  dtvini  d'apc^  le  rit  Anglican, 
ayec  les  mtoes  privileges  et  sur  le  mtoe  pied  que  les  autres 
^lises  de  cette  nation  dans  I'empire  de  Russie.     Les  ordres 
n^cessaires  vont  6tre  exp^di^s  aux  autorit^  comp^tentes, 
pour  mettre  en  execution  les  hautes  intentions  de  Sa  Majesty 
Xoote  fi)is  en  donnant  ainsi  aux  sujets  de  Sa  Majesty  Britan- 
mque,  ^tablis  en  Russie,  une  nouvelle  preuve  de  Tint^rdt 
bienveillant  qu'ils  lui  ont  toujours  inspire,  Sa  Majesty  Imp^- 
riale  se  plait  k  croire  que  le  ministre  auquel  derra  dtre  con- 
fine la  direction  spiritoeUe  de  la  paroisse  Anglaise  ^  Moscour, 
sera  choisi  de  pr^f6rence  parmi  les  th^logiens  qui  adherent 
franchement  aux  dogmes  de  T^glise  dominante  en  Angleterre, 
et  qui  sont  exempts  de  tout  esprit  de  parti  et  de  secte  reli- 
giense. 

^  Lb  soussigni  est  expressement  charg6  de  &ire  conniitre 
ce  vceu  de  TEmpereur,  qui  est  sugg^r^  k  Sa  Majesty  Imp^- 
riale  par  sa  constante  sollicitude  pour  que  les  adherens  des 
confessions  ^trang^res  toI6r^es  en  Russia,  jouissent  dans  uoe 
Concorde  parfaite  entre  eux,  de  cette  enti^re  libertife  de  con- 
science que  les  lois  de  Tempire  leur  assurent  k  tous  £gale- 
ment. 

Le  soussign^  profite,  etc 

Nesselrodk,'' 
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lOOl.  a^year,  and  9D0L  to  fit  up  the  buildup. 
Some  of  the  English  lettdents  subsenbe  to 
this  church ;  but  of  the  400  that  conntitute 
the  British  population  here»  few  aa^  in  a  mtnf- 
Ation  to  contribute  to  it*  The  expence  is 
estimated  at  4750  rubles,  the  rent  is  1500; 
clergyman's  salary,  2000  ^  derk's,  500 ;  and 
servants,  fire,  &c.  750  more.  It  should  be 
mentioned  to  the  honour  of  the  British  at  SL 
Petersburg,  that  they  jfiresented  communion 
plate  to  the  amount  of  100^ ;  in  short,  under 
this  new  arrangement,  every  thmg  has  exceeded 
the  m<^t  san^ne  expectations ;  and  the  grati- 
tude of  his  countrymen  is  due  to  Mr.  Law  for 
the  indefatigable  exertions  he  has  made  in 
respect  to  this  church.  So  sensible,  indeed, 
were  the  members  of  his  services,  that  theypre*- 
sented  to  him  a  piece  of  plate,  with  an  appro- 
priate inscription.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Burlton  has 
been' appointed  pastor,  and  the  Russian  ccMa«- 
pany  reserve  to  themselves  the  presentation  of 
any  future  chaplain.  Sinpe  the  establishment  of 
a  church  in  this  remote  corner  of  the  world  is 
of  such  importance  to  our  countrymen,  and  can- 
not fail  to  meet  the  approbation  of  those  who 
live  in  a  land  of  Gospel  light,  and  are  anxious 
that  their  brethren  abroad  should  enjoy  similar 
spiritual  benefits,  it  has  been  suggested  that  a 
sum  should  be  raised  for  purchasing  ground  to 
£»und  a  p^manent  temple  to  the  worship  of 
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the  Almighty,  as,  in  fact,  is  the  most  anxious 
wish  of  the  British  residents,  who  are  now  mere 
tenants  of  the  present  place  of  meeting.  Their 
own  resources  are  quite  inadequate  to  this, 
tiier^re  they  naturally  look  to  assistance  from 
their  countrymen  at  home.  In  a  speculative 
point  of  view  there  is  considerable  inducement, 
as  property  is  cheap  in  Moscow ;  and  we  were 
informed,  on  the  very  best  authority,  that  for 
SOOOL  most  commodious  buildings,  with  land 
adjoining,  might  be  purchased,  and  converted 
into  a  substantial  and  permanent  church.  Those, 
therefore,  who  are  disposed  to  assist  in  the  pious 
woiir,  and  advance  this  sum,  might  regularly 
receive  four  per  cent  by  a  bond  and  iportgage 
on  the  security  of  the  whole  establishment  Nor 
could  a  part  of  the  money  voted  by  Parliament 
for  the  building  of  churches  be  more  judiciously 
or  profitably  applied  than  to  the  erection  of  one 
in  this  quarter,  for  British  subjects ;  and  I  would 
advise  the  commissioners  to  direct  their  atten- 
tion to  what  is  so  materially  connected  with  the 
religious  interests  of  Great  Britain. 

The  burial-ground  for  strangers,  where  the 
EngKsh  are  always  interred,  is  situated  in  the 
environs.  It  is  a  spacious  spot,  planted  with  fir 
and  beech  trees,  and  there  are  several  monu- 
ments, and  tombs  in  the  form  of  sarcophagi, 
oVer  the  graves.  The  inscriptions  are  in  the 
usual  style  of  church-yard  poetry,— not  quite  so 
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admirable  as  the  virtues  they  profess  to  retord» 
One,  for  instance,  which  conunemorates  a  young 
lady,— 

"  From  thb  dark  scene  remoTed  to  shine 
Where  purest  shades  of  mortals  dweUi"— 

is  worth  the  attention  of  Miss  Edgeworth,  for  her 
next  edition  of  "  Irish  Bulls.**  But  the  reader 
may,  perhaps,  not  be  displeased  at  my  transcrib- 
ing the  epitaph  of  one  of  our  more  celebrated 
countrymen :  — 

**  Here  layeth  interred  the  body  of  Commodore  Joseph 
Billings,  Knight,  of  the  third  class  of  the  order  of  St.  Volo- 
domer,  bom  in  London^  Sept.  5.  1763.  He  was  employed  in 
the  last  expedition  with  the  renowned  Captain  Cook,  by  the 
late  Empress,  Catherine  the  Second,  to  make  disooTeries  in 
the  north  part  of  Siberia  and  Kamschatka,  as  far  as  the  Icy 
Sea.  After  having  served  the  Emperor  of  Russia  twenty 
years,  he  married,  Feb.  6.  180S,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Ge* 
neral  Boris  Volodimerovich  Von  Pestel,  and  died  March  20. 
1806|  in  the  forty-third  year  of  his  age/' 

It  is  the  custom  in  this  countiy  to  pay 
an  annual  visit  to  the  burying-grounds ;  but 
on  these  pious  visits  to  deceased  friends,  the 
living  take  especial  care  to  provide  themselves 
with  abundance  of  good  cheer,  that  they  may 
regale  themselves  very  affectionately  on  the 
graves  and  tombs  of  those  who  are  now  a  banquet 
for  the  w(H*ms.  This,  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
is  a  very  strange  kind  of  sentimentality ;  for  the 
whole  concern  has  very  much  the  appearance  of  a 
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jovial  tneny-making,  and  the  hetrty  af^petites 
tiiese  good  people  display  on  such  occasions  are 
truly  edifying.  No  wonder  that  the  Russians 
are  devout^  when  devotum  itself  is  rendered  so 
very  agreeable ! 

The  markets  in  Moscow,  of  which  there  are  a 
considerable  number,  present  an  extraordinary 
sight,  since  almost  every  article  that  can  be  ima- 
gined for  either  use  or  amusement  is  offered  for 
sale.  Those  for  butcher's  meat  and  poultry 
chiefly  attract  attention.*    The  number  of  fowls 


*  WtOi  rei^iect  to  prices^  beef  it  16,  veal  15,  mutton  1% 
md  potatoes  69  copeca  per  pound ;  eabbaget  are  sold  at 
4  mblee  per  100;  a  lettuce  Is  10  copecs;  black  bread  ia 
3|  and  white  20 copeoi  per  }bw;  tea  from  8  to  75  rubles  pec 
lb.  (40lbs.iQ  Russia  is  equal  to  36  in  England.)  The  tec 
most  esteemed  n  perfumed  with  the  flowers  of  a  Chinese 
plants  and  named  "  flower-tea,"  and  ia  of  the  beat  quaUtj. 
Sponge  is  sold  at  S  copecs  per  lb.  In  some  parta  of  the 
empire  the  prices  of  articles  are  extraordinarily  low.  .  For  in- 
stance :  in  the  government  of  Voroaetz,  in  the  Ukraine, 
during  a  &iv,  ten  ewes  and  eight  lambs  were  sold  for  3S 
rubles,  which  are  equal  to  1/.  8«.  sterling;  and  in  another 
district  under  the  same  government  the  price  of  wool  was 
less  than  1*.  6d,  for  96  lbs.  Farther,  a  quarter  of  rye,  equal 
to  eight  bushels,  Ss.  6d*;  a  quarter  of  wheat  12t^  and  « 
quarter  of  oats  U.  In  Siberia,  thirty  bullocks  m^t  be  pur- 
chased for  18/.;  the  price  of  bread  is  l^d.  for  4  lb.;  and 
com  brandy  is,  to  use  a  vulgar,  yet  forcible  expression,  **aa 
cheap  as  dart/'  As  to  the  wages  of  servants,  a  coachman  re* 
ceives  yearly  15)  a  man-servant  25,  and  maidniervants  10  and 
12  rubles  per  month. 
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is  almost  incredible  f  and  the  operations  of  cui* 
ing  off  heads,  plucking^  cleaning,  and  preparing 
the  whole  feathered  tribe,  were  going  ott  with 
the  utmost  rapidity  in  all  directions.    iSo  teadesr 
are  the  consciences  of  the  Moscovites,  that  they 
will  not  eat  pigeons,  because  they  consider  these 
birds  the  emblem  of  the  Holy  Ghost  j  yet  they 
do  not,  on  the  other  hand^  scruple  to  pluck 
geese  alive;  and  we  actually  witnessed  some 
barbarians  thus  employed  in  the  open  market, -~ 
a  very  convincing  proof,  were  one  required,  that 
superstition  tends  as  little  to  make  men  humane^ 
as  it  does  to  render  them  moral.    With  all  this 
diabolical  cruelty,  they  seem  to  pique  themselves 
on  being  extremely  devout ;  for  an  effigy  oi'one 
of  the  persons  of  the  Trinity  is  to  be  seen,  with 
a  lamp  burning  before  it,  at  every  stall,  in  the 
midst  of  all  this  slaughter  and  butchery.     No* 
thing,  in  reality,  can  be  more  abominably  inde- 
cent, or,  rather,  impious ;  and  one  would  almost 
imagine  it  was  devised  for  the  very  purpose  of 
bringing  into  contempt  the  religion  they  profess* 
As  to  the  veneration  they  pretend  to  entertain 
for  pigeons,  they  should,  in  order  to  preserve 
consistency,  extend  it  to  lamb,  and  abstain  alto* 
gether  from  eating  the  flesh  of  that  animal ;  be* 
cause  it  is  one  of  those  emblems  under  which 
Christ  is  typified* 

One  place  of  traffic,  where  old  clothes  are  the 
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Staple  commodity,  is  particularly  resorted  to  on 
Sundays,  when  this  Rag-fair  may  be  seen  thronged 
with  buyers  and  sellers,  settling  their  bargains 
with  more  bustle  and  noise  than  decorum.   The 
market  where  cattle  are  sold  is  contiguous  to  the 
city,  and  this  is  also  the  spot  where  the  sangui- 
nary punishment  of  the  knout  is  inflicted.    Here 
we  observed  the  scaffold,  on  which  the  miserable 
criminals  are  tied  up,  which  is  a  sloping  piece  of 
wood,    about   six  feet  in  height.     On  the  top 
there  is  a  hollow  for  the  head  of  the  culprit 
to  rest  in :  it  is  also  scooped  on  each  side  for 
the  hands ;  and  there  are  rings  to  which  both 
head  and  hands   are   fastened.     The  knout  is 
nearly  six  feet  in  length,  and  every  blow  takes 
off  the  skin.     In  cases  of  murder,  besides  under- 
going this  punishment,  the  culprit  has  part  of 
his  nostrils  cut  out,  and  is  branded  with  a  red 
hot  iron,  and  sent  off  to  Siberia.      Formerly, 
with  the  view  of  extorting  confessions,  it  was  the 
practice  to  tie  a  rope  round  the  culprit,  and  tow 
him  up  and  down  quickly,  within  a  few  inches 
of  the  ground.     This  might,   with  propriety, 
be  termed  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  and  had  the 
effect  of  dislocating  the  shoulders.     A  number 
of  anecdotes  were  related  to  us  at  this  place, 
respecting  persons  who    had    undergone  this 
dreadful  punishment,   the  horrid  shrieks  and 
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groans  of  some,  and  the  astonishing  fortitude 
exemplified  by  others,  almost  exceeding  be- 
lief.* Many  have  actually  been  known  to  call 
upon  the  executioner  to  put  them  out  of  exist- 
ence. One  anecdote  is  related  of  a  murderer, 
who,  being  offered  some  milk  by  his  wife,  re- 
fused it,  as  it  was  a  day  set  apart  for  fasting ! 
Another  is  told  of  a  lady,  who,  having  seen  her 
servant  more  than  once  in  an  attitude  of  prayer, 
and  bowing  before  a  church,  suspected,  from 
this  excessive  show  of  devotion,  so  contrary  to 
his  former  demeanour,  that  he  had  been  guilty 
of  some  crime,  when  it  turned  out  he  robbed 
the  house.  In  truth,  the  lower  orders  here 
appear  to  consider  that  bowing  to  images,  and 
making  the  sign  of  the  cross,  are  adequate 
substitutes  for  all  morality,  and  the  positive 
fulfilment  of  every  religious  duty,  to  the  utter 
perversion  of  all  reason,  and  the  confounding 

*  The  hardihood  and  physical  insensibility  of  the  Russian 
almost  exceeds  credibility.  It  is  related  that  a  malefactor^ 
who  had  been  stretched  five  days  on  the  wheel,  on  any  thing 
being  given  him  to  drink,  expressed  a  wish  that  before  his 
death  he  might  have  a  convivial  meeting  with  his  comrades. 
Others  who  have  been  hung  by  the  ribs  on  iron  hooks,  lived 
above  three  days,  and  only  expressed  a  desire  to  have  their 
thirst  quenched.  One  of  them,  who  had  lived  in  this 
situation  a  day  and  a  half,  being  told  by  some  one  of  his 
vicious  courses,  exclaimed,  **  Fellow,  if  I  had  now  the  power 
to  extricate  myself  from  this  situation,  my  vengeance  should 
be  exercised  upon  you  ;  and  I  only  regret  that  you  did  not 
perish  by  my  hands  !  *' 

VOL.  !!•  O 
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every  distinctioD  between  the  prindples  of  right 
and  wrong*  We  may  surely,  therefore,  without 
any  breach  of  charity,  observe,  that  there  must 
be  ^  something  rotten  in  the  state  of  Denmark/^ 
and  grossly  erroneous  in  the  church  which  con- 
nives at,  if  it  does  not  expressly  encourage,  a 
moral  laxit^',  not  only  contrary  to  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  Revelation  itself^  but  in  direct 
opposition  both  to  conscience  and  to  reason. 

The  ground,  within  the  barriers  of  Moscow, 
amounts  to  16,120,800  square  fathoms  (seven 
feet  to  the  fathom).  A  valuation  of  the  city 
was  lately  made,  and  found  to  amount  to 
1699231,290  rubles,  on  which  the  taxes  raised 
amount  to  one  half  per  cent  About  one  third  of 
the  whole  population  may  be  considered  as  no- 
bility i  and  most  of  the  foreigners  are  Germans. 
During  winter,  it  is  supposed  the  number  of  re- 
sidents exceeds  those  at  every  other  period  by 
40,000.*     There  are  several  of  our  countrymen 

*  The  following  calculations  may  be  interesting  :  — 

Births — Males,  1821 ;  females,  1616.     Total,  8437. 

Deaths.  —  Males  grown,  960 ;  females,  828.  Total,  1797- 
Male  children,  1403;  females,  1265.     Total,  2666. 

Died  suddenly.  —  From  old  age,  19;  apoplexy,  88; 
drunkenness,  20. 

Diedjrom  accident.  —  Killed,  7 ;  drowned,  32. 

Murdered.'^Kiiled,  5;  throats  cut,  2 ;  strangled,  S : — sui- 
cides:  —  shot  themselves,  2;  poisoned,  1;  cut  throat,!; 
hanged  themselves,  8. 

From  a  series  of  computations  on  the  comparative  product 
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here,  who  are  chiefly  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. During  the  invasion  of  the  French,  who 
took  possession  of  their  houses,  such  was  their 
hatred  of  every  thing  that  had  the  stamp  of 
coming  from  England^  that  on  the  proprietors 
returning,  after  the  decampment  of  the  enemy, 
they  found  that  English  books  had  been  stabbed 
through  with  bayonets,  and  others  torn  to 
pieces. 

It  may  be  added,  that  the  greatest  degree  of 
cold,  at  Moscow,  is  36"^  of  Reaumur  below  freez- 
ing. 


of  births  in  proportion  to  marriages  in  Europe,  a  member 
of  the  French  Institute  lays  it  down^  that  while  the  south 
of  France  or  Portugal  average  5.S  children  to  each  marr 
riage,  the  north  of  France  or  south  of  England  will  not 
exceed  4.4;  andthtjarther  north  the  proportion  of  children 
dimiiwhes. 
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CHAP.  IV- 

Medical  Men.  —  Libertinism.  —  Merchants.  —  Jetos.  — 
Smoking.  —  Anecdotes.  —  Restaurateurs.  —  Prisons.  — 
Princes.  —  Number  of  the  military.  —  Superstition. 

At  Moscow  no  natives  act  in  the  capacity  of 
apothecaries;  this  being  a  profession  entirely 
confined  to  Germans-  In  order  to  prevent  me- 
dicines being  made  up  improperly,  and  mistakes 
on  the  part  of  the  ignorant  and  careless,  of 
which  many  fatal  instances  occur  from  time  to 
time  in  England,  particularly  in  giving  oxalic 
acid  for  Epsom  salts*,  as  soon  as  it  is  known 
that  any  medicine  has  been  made  up  wrong,  the 
shop  where  it  was  prepared  is  shut  up  by  the 
police.  Every  prescription  received  by  an  apo- 
thecary is  retained  by  him,  and  regularly  en- 
tered in  a  book  j  and,  for  greater  security,  a 
ticket  is    also  given,   with  the  medicine,   ad- 

*  Perhaps  the  most  perfect  security  against  all  danger 
might  be  obtained  by  the  entire  exclusion  of  this  article 
from  shops;  or  that  it  might  not  deceive  the  eye  by  its 
resemblance  to  salts,  the  acid  should  be  kept  in  a  state 
of  solution ;  at  all  events,  the  word  "  poison"  might  be 
printed,  instead  of  being  written,  on  the  article.  It  is  a  sin- 
gular fact,  that  no  accidents  from  oxalic  acid  occur  on  the 
Continent. 
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dressed  to  the  person  for  whom  it  is  intended,  ex- 
plaining the  nature  of  it,  the  name  of  the  phy- 
sician, and  also*  the  precise  time  when  it  was 
sent  to  the  invalid.*  This  is  certainly  a  very 
prudent  and  rational  regulation  ;  and  there  can 
be  no  reason  why  similar  measures  of  precaution 
should  not  be  adopted  in  our  own  country,  or, 
indeed,  enforced  by  a  legislative  enactment,  as  it 
would  have  the  efiect  of  preventing  both  impo- 
sition and  accidents.  Something  worthy  of 
imitation  may  always  be  found,  even  among 
those  nations  who  are  least  of  all  to  be  copied 
generally,  and,  in  other  respects,  any  thing  but 
models  of  conduct.  Even  the  Turks  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  humanity  to  animals,  and 
might  in  this  respect  cause  many  who  term  them- 
selves Christians  to  blush  for  their  neglect  of  a 
virtue  practised  by  infidels. 

Although  there  are  said  to  be  fewer  of  a  cer- 
tain class  of  females  here  than  in  any  city  of 
similar  extent,  yet  they  are  very  numerous ;  and 
there  are  what  are  called  "receiving  houses''  to 
be  found  here.     These  miserable  women  never 

smnoy  passengers  by  their  advances,  but  in  the 
»• 

*  The  ordinary  fee  to  a  physician  is  ten  rubles>  or  8^.  4ed* 
sterling.  There  is  only  one  English  physician  in  this  large 
capital.  Great  privacy  is  observed  in  dissecting  dead  bo- 
dies, which  are  generally  obtained  from  hospitals,  or  are  those 
of  slaves.  So  great,  indeed,  is  the  caution  on  this  point, 
that  an  artist  who  applied  for  a  skull,  as  a  study,  could  not 
procure  one. 

O  3 
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streets  affect  a  high  degree  of  modesty;  yet 
they  so  overact  their  assumed  character,  as 
to  be  soon  recognised.  Yet  although  public 
decency*  is,  perhaps^  less  o£fended  here,  in 
the  above  respect,  than  in  most  populous  and 
wealthy  capitals,  the  people  of  Moscow  are  rather 
en  mauvais  odeur  among  us,  as  regards  morals, 
since  the  noise  made  in  an  English  publica- 
tion respecting  a  certain  scandalous  and  infa> 
mous  association  for  dissolute  persons  of  the 
higher  classes.  Abominable  as  the  affair  was  in 
itself,  it  should,  however,  be  boine  in  mind,  that 
it  was,  at  least,  conducted  with  such  secrecy 
that  even  its  existence  has  been  questioned,  and 
the  whole  imagined  to  be  a  mere  fabrication. 
The  mystery,  tl^erefore,  in  which  this  society 
was  enveloped,  —  the  caution  adopted  lest  any 
thing  respecting  it  should  transpire, -^  show  thal^ 
at  least,  public  opinion  was  respected,  and  that 
the  members  were  aware  of  the  infamy  that  would 
attach  to  them  should  their  excesses  be  divulged. 
Had  such  dissoluteness  been  general,  conceal* 
ment  would  have  been  unnecessary ;  but  instead 
of  this,  their  orgies  were  celebrated  with  the 
greatest  possible  secrecy,  so  that  the  infectiolC 

^  In  many  things  the  Russians  appear  to  be  far  behind 
us ;  for  instance,  they  do  not  yet  make  masquerade  assign 
nations  in  the  newspapers,  which  will  here  not  scruple  to 
act  the  convenient  part  of  a  go-between  for  the  paltry 
douceur  of  seven  shillings.  We,  in  reaKty,  carry  the  shop- 
keeping  system  even  into  intriguing. 
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could  not  spread  heyonA  the  spot  where  this 
moral  pestilence  raged.  Happy  would  it  be  if 
vice  were  always  so  discreet  /  but  there  are  coun- 
tries where  it  shows  its  £sice  unblusbingly,  where 
it  16  permitted  to  lay  its  snares  with  impunity, 
and  actually  seems  to  be  countenanced  by  the 
parental  solicitude  of  government.  Nay,  even 
in  the  capital  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
some  exceedingly  satanical  acts  are  tolerated: 
gambling-houses*  are  licensed  j  prostitution  is 
licensed ;  and  althougli  mairiage  is  considar^d  a 
sacrament,  adultery  seems  to  be  licensed  too, 
and  all  but  sanctioned  by  law. 

The  merchants  are  divided  into  classes :  those 
of  the  first  class  are  entitled  to  wear  swords,  to 

*  As  to  these  hot-beds  of  vice,  we,  however,  seem  now  to 
have  attained  that  bad  prewsmineftce  wibooh  almost  deSes  eom- 
petitiaa.  There  is  some  chance  tb^t,  ere  loag,  they  will 
obtain  for  the  Eoglish  capital  the  epithet  «f  **  htUisW 
Nothing  is  now  wanting  to  render  these  eslaUishmeBis  com- 
plete, bot  an  apartmmt  m  each  Jbo  be  called  the  **  finish," 
where  ^le  plundeiied  might  fijMl  kaded  pistob  dUid  arsenic, 
and  make  their  choice  accordingly.  It  will  be  said  the  law 
has  provided «  cemedy  against  these  oiisanceB,  and  the  par- 
ties are  Uable  to  be  sent  to  the  tread«niill ;  bat  when  are 
they  ever  sent  thither  ?  As  far  as  either  law  or  justice  is 
cttBcenad,  ihef  pnrsoa  their  iniqiikoiu  traffic  wit^  parfact 
impunity.  England  may  be  compared  to  an  oak  that  has 
stood  Ike  buffeting  of  many  a  storm :  its  leaves  have  often 
been  seafttered  by  the  blast,  and  branches  scathed  by  the 
lightning :  these  affected  not  its  vigour ;  but  now  the  worm 
is  preying  on  its  core  —  let  me  not  fim'sh  'the  darming 
siaBBe. 
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appear  at  court,  and  carry  on  trade  wherever 
they  choose.  The  second  may  carry  on  busi- 
ness, but  are  not  entitled  to  the  other  privileges; 
and  the  third  cannot  trade  with  foreigners  in 
distant  countries,  excepting  through  the  medium 
of  the  first  class.* 
Foreigners,  who  are  not  included  in  the  guilds, 

*  The  taxes  imposed  on  each  class  are  as  follows :  — 


Rubles. 

Copecfc 

The  first  pay  annually 

-        S,478 

SO 

Hie  second 

1,445 

0 

The  third 

478 

0 

Burghers 

9 

50 

Every. merchant  is  obliged  to  provide  annually  a  set  of 
books,  with  the  impression  of  the  government  Btamp,  whether 
any  entries  are  made  in  them  or  not,  viz. 

Rubles  Rubki. 

per  Bheet 
First  guild-merchant,  a  journal 
of  150  sheets,  at 
Cash-  book  of  100  sheete,  at    - 
Ledger  of  50  sheets,  at 
Second  do.  journal  of  150  sheets,  at 
Cash-book  of  .100  sheets,  at 
Ledger  of  50  sheets,  at 
Third  do.  receipt  book    - 
Expenditure  book 

The  first-rate  merchants  pay  annually  for  their  passports 
200  rubles. 

Rubles, 
first  guild-merchant        -  -  -        100 

Second  do.  -  ...        50 

Third  do.  .  •  -  -        25 

These  items  are  included  in  the  first  sums  above  spe- 
cified. 


2 

300 

2 

200 

2 

100 

1 

150 

1 

100 

1 

50 

20 

cop«ci  10 

20 

10 
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but  have  immovable  property  in  town,  pay 
yearly  200  rubles,  besides  one  half  per  cent  on 
its  value,  as  municipal  dues.  The  capitation  tax 
throughout  the  empire  is  three  rubles  and  a  half. 
Previously  to  the  invasion  of  Bonaparte,  the  sign« 
boards  were  generally  in  the  French  language ; 
but  they  are  now  ordered  to  be  in  Russian, 
and  those  who  wish  to  have  them  in  foreign  lan- 
guages are  obliged  to  pay  a  certain  duty.  No 
duties  are  imposed  on  any  article  from  England 
brought  into  the  city,  these  being  settled  at  the 
ports  where  they  arrive.*  Licences  are  taken  out 
for  sporting,  and  cost  ten  rubles  yearly;  yet, 
what  is  rather  singular,  should  a  person  accom- 
pany another  who  is  licensed,  although  merely 
to  witness  the  sport,  he  must  pay  fifteen  rubles 
fi)r  his  curiosity. 


*  I  subjoin  a  comparative  view  of  the  population  of  Mot- 


cow,  which  has  not  hitherto  appeared. 

In  the  year 
181S. 

NobiUty  -  -  14,247 

Government  servants      -  1,898 

Cler^,  church  servants, 

monks,  &c.        -         -  4,804 

Merchants        -  -  20,277 

Citizens  or  burghers       -  18,858 
Handicraftsmen    -         -  6,192 

Foreigners        -  -  2,862 

Rasnochinetzs       -         -  10,1S5 

Soldiers  -  -  16,395 

Fabricants  -         -  4,685 


In  the  yetr 

1622. 

14,724 

8,101 


;  Carry  over,     100,298  105,219 
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The  Jews  do  not  enjojr  the  Mine  piitrilegw 
here  as  in  London,  Copenhagen,  Dantzic,  or 
other  parts.  In  fact,  they  are  not  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  city  beyond  twenty*four  hours, 
and  instances  are  not  wanting  of  bribing  the  po- 
lice to  extend  the  period  of  their  sojourn. 

Great  quantities  of  bread  are  hawked  about 
streets,  made  up  in  the  ibrm  of  rings.  Some 
hundred  pieces  of  these  are  strung  round  the 
neck  and  body  of  the  vender,  so  Uiat  he  looks  aa 
if  he  was  hung  in  chains.  On  the  meanest 
stalls  there  is  exposed  the  whitest  bread  I  wet 
b^eld. 

The  practice  of  smoking  is  very  common 
here,  although,  towards  the  end  of  last  century, 
this  indulgence  was  pronounced  sinful.  A  mo- 
nopoly of  the  importation  of  tobacco  was 
granted  to  a  private  company  in  1698.  It  was 
also  conferred  on  an  individual  in  I762,  but 
afterwards  abolished. 

In  the  preceding  volume  •,  I  have  spoken  of 
the  flagrant  abuses  in  the  administration  of  jus- 


IftlS. 

Brought  over,  100,298 
Carriers             -            -          1,65* 
Slavei^  or  houM  servanto        84,880 
Pe«H»U  and  slaves         -        70>299 

18f«. 

106,219 

IfiM 

58,541 

72.758 

257,131 

It  appears,  then,  tlieee  were  22,731  less  this 
than  IB  1823. 
*  Chapler  XIV. 

233,400 
year  (1825) 
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tic^  which,  of  course,  is  not  at  all  purer  here ; 
I  will,  therefore,  only  give  an  additional  anec- 
dote, as  illustrative  of  the  bare-faced  corruption 
that  prevails  in  this  respect  A  poor  man,  who  had 
an  estate  of  between  40,000  and  50,000  rubles, 
which  fell  to  him  at  the  death  of  a  relation,  was 
obliged  to  proceed  to  St  Petersburg,  on  account 
of  a  law-suit  relating  to  this  property.  Month 
passed  afler  month,  and  year  after  year,  till 
weaned  out  by  the  delays  of  Justice,  whom  he 
discovered  to  be  not  only  blind,  but  snail-paced, 
he  determined  to  abandon  his  cause  at  once. 
On  this  he  was  in&rmed  by  the  person  at  the 
head  of  liiat  department,  that  a  thousand  rubles 
might  settle  the  matter  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  days.  This  intelligence  was  almost  as  vex* 
atious  as  the  previous  procrastination  ;  for  how 
was  the  daimant,  whose  finances  were  now  ut- 
terly exhausted,  to  raise  such  a  sum  ?  Despera- 
tion, however,  will  sometimes  hit  upon  expedients 
that  would  startle  prudence:  be  resolved  to  wave 
all  ceremony,  and  apply  to  the  Emperor  (Nicholas) 
at  once  for  the  loan  of  the  money.  The  singularity 
of  the  request  was  such  that  His  Majesty  ordered 
the  man  to  be  sent  for,  and  inquired  what  could 
possibly  induce  him  to  mistake  bis  sovereign  for 
a  flftoneyJender,  or  make  so  extraordinary  an  ap« 
plication  ;  upon  which  the  person  briefly  stated 
his  case«  Aware  of  the  great  corruption  that 
existed  in  all  public  departments,  and  anxious  to 
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ascertain  if  such  was  the  fact,  or  whether  it  was 
merely  a  stratagem  on  the  part  of  the  applicant, 
the  Emperor  gave  him  the  money^  having  first 
taken  the  number  of  the  notes^  and  ordered  him 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  result.  The  man 
shortly  after  returned,  and  informed  him  that  the 
minister  had  engaged  to  settle  the  whole  busi- 
ness forthwith.  On  this  the  Emperor  sent 
for  him,  and  asked  whether  he  had  received 
any  money  that  morning.  Startled  by  so  abrupt 
and  unexpected  a  question,  and  suspecting  that 
the  transaction  had  reached  the  imperial  ear,  he 
deemed  it  to  be  most  prudent  to  confess  that 
he  had  ;  and  on  the  notes  being  produced,  they 
were  found  to  be  those  given  to  the  petitioner. 
The  Emperor  then  told  the  dispenser  of  justice, 
that  he  was  perfectly  aware  that  the  salaries  of 
persons  in  public  oflSces  were  inadequate  to  their 
support,  and  that  it  was  one  of  the  grievances  he 
intended  to  correct  as  speedily  as  circumstances 
would  permit ;  but  that  he  could  not  overlook 
so  flagrant  a  violation  of  justice,  and  be  must 
prepare  to  pay  a  visit  to  Siberia.  On  this  it  may 
be  remarked,  in  the  language  of  inspiration, 
"  Are  ye  not  partial  in  yourselves,  and  are  be- 
come  judges  of  evil  thoughts  ?"  •  The  venality, 
in  short,  of  these  courts  of  justice,  as  they  are 
rather  ironically  called,  is  paralleled  only  by 
those  in  the  East,  where  an  individual  obswved 

*  JameS;  ii.  4. 
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to  another,  how  extremely  diflScult  it  was  to  show 
justice  when  one  of  the  parties  was  wealthy  and 
the  other  poor  ;  to  which  it  was  answered,  that 
it  was  only  when  both  parties  were  rich  there 
could  be  any  doubts  on  which  side  the  scale  of 
justice  ought  to  preponderate. 

There  are  several  restaurateurs,  who  have 
establishments  similar  to  those  in  Paris  ;  and  at 
one  house  the  gourmand  will  meet  with  dinners 
served  up  in  the  true  Russian  style,  and  un- 
rivalled for  the  excellence  of  soup  and  fish. 
The  waiters  are  odd  figures,  for  they  wear  red 
shirts,  with  frocks  thrown  over  them,  which  are 
open  at  the  neck,  and  enormous  wide  boots  like 
those  of  Dutch  fishermen,  who  have  their  hair 
cropped  so  short  behind,  as  to  leave  the  neck 
quite  bare» 

In  the  Kitai-Gorod  there  is  an  ancient  gate- 
way, with  figures  of  a  lion  and  unicorn,  leading 
to  the  printing-ofiice  of  the  synod.  This  is  said 
to  have  been  formerly  the  entrance  to  the  hotel 
of  a  British  ambassador ;  and  that  hearing  of  the 
execution  of  Charles  I.,  the  Tzar  was  so  in- 
dignant he  ordered  it  to  be  converted  to  its 
present  purpose.  Whether,  however,  this  be  a 
mere  idle  legend  or  not,  it  is  singular  we  should 
find  supporters  of  the  British  arms  surmounting 
a  gateway  at  Moscow.  * 

^  During  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  it  appears  that  the 
dragon  and  greyhound  were  supporters  of  the  arms  of 
England. 


94  PRI80V8.  -^  panrcxs. 

The  prisoDS  are  contiguous  to  the  courts  of 
law,  and  under  strong  guards.  A  distinction  is 
made  between  debtors  and  criminals ;  but  there 
is  a  very  improper  practice  of  allowing  two  men 
to  sleep  in  one  bed.  Howard^  the  philanthnv 
pisti  who  visited  this  place  in  September,  1780, 
remarked,  it  was  characteristic  of  a  government 
like  Russia^  that  there  should  be  no  regular 
jailors^  but  that  the  prisoners  should  be  guarded 
by  soldiei*8« 

The  title  of  Kniaz^  or  prince,  is  exceedingly 
common  in  Russia»  and  may  be  considered  as 
equivalent  to  that  of  duke,  for  which  there  exists 
here  no  exactly  corresponding  term.  But  al- 
though such  an  appellation  conveys  to  an  En- 
glishman an  idea  of  great  opulence  and  dig* 
nity,  many  of  those  who  bear  it  are  extremely 
poor;  indeed  we  heard  of  one»  who  was  ac- 
tually an  usher  in  a  public  school.  Happening 
to  enter  into  conversation  with  an  opulent 
nobleman  at  a  public  dinner,  he  put  to  me  such 
a  variety  of  questions,  that  I  was  apprehensive 
he  was  trying  to  draw  information  from  me  that 
he  might  communicate  it  to  government,  espe- 
cially when  he  aUuded  to  English  publications  on 
the  subject  of  Russia.  In  consequence  of  this, 
apprehensive  of  being  entrapped,  and  haying  a 
salutary  fear  of  Siberia,  my  language  became 
very  cautious  and  measured.  I  soon,  however, 
discovered  that  his  sentiments  were  exceedingly 


NUMBBB  OF  HIUTART*  96 

free,  And  he  was^  in  fact,   a  true  liberal;  on 
Vhich  account  he  had  been  deprived  of  a  situa^ 
tion  he  held  in  Poland.     In  the  course  of  con* 
versation  he  made  one  observation  tolerably 
boldf  and  plainly  showing  the  opinion  he  enter- 
tained both  of  his  own  countrymen  and  English- 
men ;  namely,  that  '<  it  was  only  through  the 
medium  of  the  writings  of  British  travelleri^ 
who  could  speak  their  sentiments  unreservedly, 
that  Russians  could  obtain  a  knowledge  of  their 
own  land,  and  what  was  going  on  in  it ;  and  that 
English  works  on  this  subject  were  most  eagerly 
sought  after,  but  can  only  be  imported  clandes- 
tinely."    Prudence  demands  that  the  name  of 
this  liberal  and  enlightened  individual  should 
not  be  divulged,  otherwise  he  might  be  instantly 
added  to  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  Siberia. 
Should,  however,  these  volumes  ever  fall  into 
his  hands,  he  may  recognise  this  sketch  of  him-  * 
self;  perhaps,  too,  he  will  find  in  them  several 
circumstances  to  which  he  had  been  a  stranger, 
confirmatory  of  the  observation  he  made  respect- 
ing information  being  disseminated  by  strangers, 
which  the  natives  dare  not  promulgate. 

We  found  it  impossible  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  military  here,  and  equally  so  to  learn  the 
entire  amount  of  the  Russian  forces,  although  it 
is  calculated  that  the  troops  may  amount  to  the 
enormous  number  of  one  million  and  upwards. 
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It  must  be  considered  as  unfortunate  that  the 
imperial  family  do  not  make  this  city,  as  well  as 
St.  Petersburg)  their  residence  for  some  part  of 
the  year,  after  the  manner  of  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  who  lives  at  the  Hague  and  Brus- 
sels alternately.  This  is  greatly  lamented  here  by 
all  ranks.  It  could  not  fail  to  add  to  the  import- 
ance of  this  capital,  while  it  would  be  attended 
with  much  benefit  to  the  empire  generally,  and 
attach  the  Moscovites  more  to  their  sovereign  ; 
at  the  same  time  it  would  cause  greater  attention 
to  be  paid  to  the  interior  provinces.  During  the 
winter  months,  too,  this  place  is  most  decidedly 
preferable,  in  many  points  of  view,  to  the  new 
capital.  Peter's  motive  for  removing  the  seat  of 
government  to  a  corner  of  the  empire,  evidently 
arose  from  the  apprehensions  he  entertained  of 
the  Swedes,  and  his  anxiety  to  keep  that  power 
in  check. 

From  the  closest  observations  we  could  make^ 
the  inhabitants  are  evidently  more  liberal  in  their 
sentiments,  under  fewer  restrictions,  and  speak  on 
political  subjects  with  greater  freedom  than  those 
of  St.  Petersburg ;  and  this  fact  alone  would 
have  induced  us  to  give  the  preference  to  Mos- 
cow as  a  residence  ;  nor  do  I  apprehend  that  we 
are  singular  in  our  opinion.  A  great  anxiety  pre- 
vails among  the  upper  orders  to  receive  English 
youths  into  their  houses  gratis,  in  order  that  their 
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children  may  acquire  the  English  language.  In 
morals^  however,  there  is  not  much  choice 
between  either  cities. 

The  Moscovites,  at  least  the  great  mass  of 
them,  are  superstitious  to  an  excess  bordering  in 
reality  on  downright  absurdity.  We  need  not, 
therefore,  ask  whether  they  are  moral,  or  express 
our  surprise  at  finding  them  not  so;  for  since 
superstition  is  a  mere  religion  of  forms,  the  body 
without  the  vital  spark,  how,  it  may  be  asked, 
can  it  possibly  be  otherwise  than  putrid  and 
corrupt  ? 


VOL.  ir* 
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C^flfiagratton  of,  Moic^,  —  Evidenoe  velaiiot  tq  the  perpe^^ 
trators  of  that  catastrophe.  —  Napoleon's  Jlight,  t— .  -D«- 
struetion  of  the  English  church.  —  Russia's  views  of  ag- 
grandkemeia.  —  Politieal  refieetions. 

If  W  except  thb'  cdiiflagration  of  Rome  by  thd 
imperial  monster,  Nero,  we  can  find  nothing  in  all 
history  to  parallel  that  which  devastated  Mos- 
cow, and  converted  nearly  the  whole  city  into  a 
mass  of  ruins.  As  this  is  a  subject  that  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  world  at  large,  and 
has  already  been  fully  discussed  by  various 
writers,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  repeat  their 
details.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  my  remarks 
within  an  extremely  narrow  eompass,  contenting 
myself  with  adverting  to  some  facts  which  do 
not  appear  to  have  before  met  the  public  eye. 

Neither  Russians  nor  Frenchmen  are  willing 
to  admit  that  the  work  of  destruction  commenced 
with  them,  each  nation '  attributing  it  to  the 
other;  although,  according  to  some  reports,  both 
participated  in  it,  it  being  affirmed,  that  it  wa» 
begun  by  the  former,  and  completed  by  th^ 
latter;  yet,  why  the  Russians  should  be  so 
anxious  to  make  it  appear  that  it  was  not  the  act 
of  their  own  countrymen,  it  is  not  easy  tq  per-^ 
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ceive;  for,  surely,  the  voluntary  saciifice  of 
their  ancient  capital,  rather  than  behold  it  pil* 
laged  by  a  ruthless  invader,  was,  to  the  full,  as 
great  an  act  of  patriotism  and  self  devotion  as 
tnost  of  those  by  which  the  bravest  nations  have 
sought  to  signalize  themselves.  Whatever  may 
be  their  motives  for  rejecting  this  imputed  proof 
of  their  public  spirit,  there  are  very  substantial 
grounds  for  believing  that  Kutusov  bad  deter^^ 
mined  upon  this  desperate  extremity,  as  the  only 
means  of  foiling  the  views  of  Napoleon,  and 
arresting  his  progress ;  and  that  Rost<^chin  was 
the  ostensible  actor  in  this  catastrophe.  Com- 
bustible materials  were  collected,  and  concealed 
in  different  parts  of  the  city  ;  and  some  hundred 
natives  were  employed  in  preparing  the  horrid 
work  of  destruction.  The  devouring  element 
was  quickly  fanned  by  a  high  wind ;  and  the 
different  colours  imparted  to  the  flames  by  the 
combustibles  employed,  added  to  the  terrific 
grandeur  of  the  awful  spectacle.*     Terrible  as 

*  A  most  extraordinary  phenomenon,  which  is  represented 
ki  the  prefixed  engraving,  occurred  at  Moscow  a  few  days 
previous  to  this  destructive  £re.  A  friend  who  has  resided 
several  years  in  Russia,  and  on  whose  veracity  I  can  con- 
fidently rely,  assures  me  that  he  has  frequently  witnessed 
curious  aerial  phenomena  and  meteoric  appearances.  Once, 
in  particular,  when  the  night  was  quite  dark,  a  broad  streak 
of  light  edged  the  horizon,  and  vertical  to  this,  but  separated 
from  it  by  a  ridge  of  dark  clouds,  were  several  columns  of 
lanbent  light,  which  kept  graduaUy  shtfti^g  their  situalMMis. 
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this  deed  was,,  yet^  as  it  was  dictated  by  neces- 
sity, it  ought  to  be  viewed  as  at  least  politic  and 
judicious,  since  it  had  the  effect  of  destroying 
the  hopes  entertained  by  the  French  army,  after 
a  long  and  £itiguing  march,  when  they  had 
calculated  on  finding  comfortable  winter-quarters 
in  the  dty.  Looking  on  it  thus,  it  is  impossible 
to  conceive  how  a  single  doubt  should  exist  as 
to  who  .were  the  authors,  or  to  imagine  that  the 
French  would  destroy  a  city  which  was  so  well 
calculated  to  afford  them  shelter  during  a  rigo- 
rous  season  in  such  a  climate.  But,  without 
arguing  upon  mere  probabilities,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  following  original  documents,  left  in  a 
house  which  one  of  their  principal  generals  had 
taken  possession  of,  and  which  fell  into  my  hands 
on  the  spot,  will  suflSce  to  set  the  long-agitated 
question  completely  at  rest.*     These  consist  oF 

*  When  I  was  in  this  capital  Rostopchin  was  highly  unpo- 
pular, nay,  execrated,  on  account  of  one  act,  in  particular, 
which  was  most  strongly  commented  on,  and  which  will 
never  be  blotted  out  from  the  present  generation,  from 
the  vefy  deep  impression  it  had  made  on  the  Mosoovites. 
One  youth,  a  native  of  the  place,  was  apprehended  on  a 
charge  of  having  translated  into  the  Russian  language  a 
hand  bill  of  Napoleon's,  in  allusion  to  a  victory  in  an  action 
with  Kutusov,  where  a  time  was  fixed  for  the  emperor's  en- 
tering Moscow.  Rostopchin,  on  liberating  some  prisoners, 
contrived  to  assemble  a  mob  about  his  house,  when  the  poor 
lad  was  led  out  before  him,  charged  as  a  traitor,  and  the 
people  being  incited  to  the  highest  pitch  by  Rostopchin,  he 
called  on  them  to  inflict  summary  punishment,  and  the  youth 
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the  trial,  by  a  military  commission  in  the  name 
of  Napoleon,  of  some  Russians,  who  had  been 
charged  as  incendiaries  by  the  French. 


"  Au  Nam  de  VEmpereur  et  Rot. 

«  Aujourd'hui  vingt-quatre  Septembre  mille 
huit  cent-douze,  La  Commission  Militaire  cre6e 
k  Moscou,  en  suite  des  ordres  de  Sa  Majesty 
PEmpereur  et  Roi,  compos6e  de  MM. 

"  Le  General  Comte  Lauer,  Grand  Pr6v6t  de 
P  Armee ; 

"  Le  General  Baron  Michel,  Commandant  le 
1"  R6giment  des  Grenadiers  k  pied  de  la 
Garde ; 

"  Le  General  Baron  Saunier,  Grand  Pr^v6t 
du  1*'  Corps  de  TArmee  ; 

<<  Le  Colonel  Baron  Bodilen,  Commandant  des 
Grenadiers  de  la  Garde  i 

«*  L* Adjutant  Commandant  Chev'.  Thery, 
Commandant  du  Quartier  Imperial ; 

'<  Le  Chef  d'Escadron,  Jeanier,  de  la  Gendar- 
merie d*61ite ; 

"  Monsieur  le  General  Comte  Monthion, 
faisant  fonction  de  Procureur  Imperial ; 


was  torn  in  pieces,  an  act  most  barbarous  in  itself,  and  dis- 
graceful to  Rostopchin.  The  French,  it  should  be  observed, 
entered  at  the  very  time  set  forth  in  that  proclamation. 
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«'  Monsieur  Webo^,  Chef  cP£scadroii,  celle 
de  Raj^rteur ; 

<<  Tous  nommes  par  S.  A.le  Prince  de  Neucha- 
telf  Major  General  de  la  Grand  Armee,  assistes 
du  S^  Jauve  de  Guibert,  sous-officier  de  Gen- 
darmerie, Greffier,  nomme  par  le  Rapporteur,  a 
Veffet  de  rechercher  et  juger  les  auteuis  et  £iu- 
teurs  de  I'incendie  qui  a  spontanement  edate 
dans  les  diffl^rents  quartiers  de  la  viUe  deMos- 
cou,  dans  les  journees  du  quatorze  et  qainze  de 
ce  mois,  et  qui  s^est  ensuite  continue  pendant 
les  16"*,  17^,  and  18"*  suivant. 

**  La  Commission  convoquee  par  I'ordre  de 

son  President,  s'^tant  r^unie  au  Pidbis  Dolgo- 

.  ruky,  la  seance  a  ete  ouverte  par  la  lecture  du 

proc^  Terbal  d'information^  et  des  pieces  tout  a 

charge  qu^a  decharge  des  accuses. 

*•  Cette  lecture  termin^e,  le  President  a  or- 
donn6  k  la  Garde  d'amener  les  accuses,  au  nosi- 
bre  de  vingt-six,  qui  ont  €t€  introduits  libres  et 
sans  force. 

**  Apr^s  leur  avoir  donn6  conncMssuice  des 
faits  k  leur  charge,  avoir  s^perament  enteadu 
les  d6clarations  et  depositions  des  t^moins, 
avoir  entendu  les  accuses  saisis  en  flagrant  delit, 
mettant  le  feu  k  differentes  maisons,  et  s'^tre  fait 
repr6senter  les  divers  moyens  mis  en  usage  par 
les  incendiaires,  comme  ranches,  fusees,  cadenats 
phosphoriques,  souffre,  et  autres  matr^res  com- 
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lm8«tb)e»  trofiir4e»  sur  les  accKM6sr  ou  places. & 
de^sein  dalns  pilusieurs  habitatkms» 

<<  La  Commission  ^  reconnu^  qae  depm^  trois 
mois  le  Gouvernement  Russe,  pr6sentant  ssma 
dcnAe  le  danger  de  la  lotte  dams  laquelle  its^^tait 
^figag^i  et  t^ii^possibilit^  df^emplcher  ¥sam6e 
Pran9aise  cf  arri^er  k  Moscou,  avait  r^sda  d'axN 
ployer  dans  s^  defense  de^  moyebs  extraordi^ 
imres  d^inceaidie  et  de  destruction)  reproiiiv6s  par 
les  i^Mions  eiviUfit^es  ;  qu'il  avait  accneilli,  &  cette 
eflfet,  les  propositions  d'un  ceitain  Doeteur 
Schmidt,  Anglais,  (quoiqne  SQ  disant  AHemaiid)^ 
inecanicien  et  machiniste  de  profession,  lequel 
3ppel6  en  Riissie»  arriva  dans  les  premiers  jonrs 
dtt  mois  de  Mai  dernier ;  qu'aprSs  plusieuri^con* 
firences  secrettes  avec  les  pritieipales  aiitofit^i^ 
il  fut  s^installer  au  chateau  de  Vorotttz6ff»  sitQ6  k 
six  verstes  de  la  ville,  sur  )e  chemin  de  Kal^iuga ; 
qu'un  detachement  de  160  honjmes  d'infasrterie 
et  diouze  dragons  furent  a  ce  ch&teau^  pdtir 
CQfilr^ir  les  myst^rieuses  ep^raitiMB  de  S>etiniidty 
et  empecher  les  carieux  de  p6n^trer  jus<}0^4  liri ; 
qu^il  est  g6n6ralefflent  coni^ii>  qu'il  cofistrutesit  im 
ballon*  aerostatique^  d'une  grandeur  consid^able^ 
qtfon  pretendait  devoir  renferroir  line  mMbine 
exterminative,  qii'il  assarait  pouvoir  diriger  k 
volonte. 

**  Qu'envitoA  quince  jours  avant  Pentree  de 
rarm6e  Fran^aise  k  Mt)8cbu>  des  gros  toimeaux 
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de  poudre  k  canon  iurent  envoy68  k  Vorontzc^ 
avec  des  artificiers,  qui  rest^rent  attaches  au 
Docteur  Schmidt,  et  travaillirent  sous  sa  di- 
rection. 

<<  Qu'ii  est  d6montre  qui  cet  appareil.de  con- 
struction d'un  grand  ballon  n'a  6t6  imagine  que 
pour  en  emposer,  et  qu'on  ne  s'occupa  nullement 
au  chateau  Vorontzoff  que  d'ouvrages  d'artifice, 
et  de, confection  d'autres  machines  incendiaires. 

**  Qu'il  est  constant  que  toutes  les  d6penses 
faites  pour  la  confection  du  ballon  et  des  ma- 
chines ont  €t€  supportes  par  le  Gouvemement 
Russe. 

"  Que  le  Comte  Rostopschine,  Gouvemeur 
militaire  deMoscou,  certain,  depuis  labataillede 
Mojaisk,  de  ?arriv6e  prochaine  de  l'arm6e  Fran- 
9aise,  arrSta  alors  le  plan  d'incendier  cette  capi- 
tale  par  tous  les  moyens  qui  6taient  en  soU: 
pouvoir. 

<<  Qu'il  fit  une  proclamation  aux  habitans, 
dans  laquelle  on  remarque  le  passage  suivant :, 
*  Armez-vous;  n'importe  de  queUes  armes, 
raais  surtout  de  fourches,  qui  conviennent  d'au- 
taot  mieux  contre  le  Fran9ais,  qu'ils  resemblent 
pour  le  poids  k  des  bottes  de  paille :  k  d6faut  de 
les  vaincre,  nous  les  brulerons  dans  Moscou  s*ils 
out  I'audace  d'y  entrer/ 

*'  Que  pour  parvenir  k  son  but  avec  plus  de 
certitude,  le  Gouverneur  Rostopschine,  avant  son 
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depart,  fit  ouvrir  les  .portes  des  prisons  dites  de 
POstrog  et  du  Yam,  oh  Be  trouvaient  renferm^a 
les  matfaiteurs,  qu'il  en  sortit  environ  huit  cents 
criminels,  et  que  pour  prix  de  leur  libert6  on 
exigua  quails  misent  le  feu  a  la  viUe  vingt-quatre 
heures  apr^si'arriv^e  des  troupes  Fran9aises«     . 

**  Que  plusieurs  officiers  et  militaires  de 
l'armee.Russe,.et  des  gens  de  police,  re9urent 
secretementPordre.de  rester  travestis  aMoscou, 
pour  dirigerles  incendiaires,  et  donner  le  signal 
de  PembrasemenL 

<<  Qu'il  est  notoirement  connu,  que  pour  6ter 
tout  moyen  de  s6cours  contre  Pincendie,  le 
Gouvemeur  Rostopschine  avait  donn6  Pordre, 
et  fait  sortir  dans  la  matinee  du  14"^^  de  ce  mois, 
toutes  les  pompes  k  feu  des  vingt  quartiers  de 
la  viUe,  avec  les  chariots,  crochets,  seaux,  et 
utensileS)  ainsi  que  les  chevaux  destines  k  ce 
service. 

<<  Que  les  mati^res  inflammables  de  toutes 
esp^ces,  etparticulidrementdes  cadenats  remplis 
de  phosphore  envelopes  dans  des  lignes  souffi^s, 
d6pos6s,  et  plac6s  dans  difierentes  maisons,  d€^ 
montrent  evidemment  que  Pincendie  tenait  k  un 
plan  concerte. 

<<  Que  les  mdches  et  fusses  saisies  entre  les 
mains  de  plusieurs  militaires  et  particuliers 
Russes,  au  moment  de  leur  arrestation, .  signa- 
l^rent  de  suite,  sans  nul  equivoque,des  v^ritables 
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Mtettts  d^l^inccandid,  dont  im  gtmA  nombus  pe» 
tor  I0  fait  fnteMf  par  ime  monvemmt  d^mdi* 
gnation  spo»tan^  fiisifi^  par  le^psicnMiilkEff  Fraii^ 
piseif  on  assomm^s  par  le^  habifaiid^  m^e^ 

<«  Le  rapportenr  donna  Ma  rapporlv  et  les 
conclusiom ;  les  accuses  donndcenrt  les.  vMjem 
de  lear  defense ;  et  aiprds  quails  eorentt  d6clare 
qu^s*  if  avaient  rien  k  7  zef&atev,  le  Pr68fdefit 
ayant  demands  aux  memfores  de  la  Gommissiott 
s^ils  avaient  dee  observations  k  iaire ;  sur  lear 
r^ponse  negative,  et  avant  d'aller  am  ejMiions^ 
a  ordofia^  sinx  accuses  de  se  i^ei&rer ;  le  eonseil 
d^libeiant  lb  huis  dot^  seolement  m  presence  du 
Proeoreur  Imperial.  Pmsp  le  Vifisiieati^  puMir 
cbaeun'  des  acceis^^  apposa  la  qaestioii  auz 
nomtni^s  ci-apr^ : 

<<  1.  Sebationoff  Jean  IvsmoS^  agi  du  67  ans, 
bedeaa  de  TEgHse  St*  Phillipe  de  Mosceuw 

<<  2.  Ignakieff  Pitu,  ag6  de  32  ans,  u^iMos- 
€0%  Gei)tilfaoiaa9€v  lieutenant  au  I*''  Reg^  de 
Chasseurs  k^jAed  de  Moscon. 

'<  d.  Waseilioff  Nicolaiy  ag^  d5  ans,  n44  Mob- 
ew,  Mar^chal  ferrant^ 

'"^  4»  Medz^  Fedor,  ag^  de  33  ans^.  ami  9"^ 
Reg'.  d'Infanterie  Russe. 

<'  X  Baroff  Streton,  ag6  de  d9  ans,  mi^  Ni- 
kobkr  peintre  au  nrignatnre*- 

^*  6.  Wassily  Ermolofi^  ag6  de.49'ans,  n6^ 
Obiiko^  manoraivrei^ 
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'<  7.  Karlam  Alexis,  ag6  de  40  ans,  n€  aVesen, 
soldat  de  police  k  Moscou. 

<^  8.  Beliheroff  Nicolal,  agi  de  60  ans^  n^  k 
Moscou,  domestique. 

^<  9.  Thomas  Jean  Christophe,  ag6  de  39  ans, 
xk€  k  Moscou,  commis-marchand. 

<<  10.  Ivanoff  Simeon,  ag6  de  18  anS|  n6  k 
Mojuisk,  tapissier. 

<<  11.  Zestiperoff  Andre,  ag6  de  45  ans^  n^  ^ 
Vologda,  soldat  de  police. 

<'  12.  Yekenoff  Fedor,  ag6  de  55  ans,  n&  ^ 
Sembusk,  soldat  de  police,  Moscou* 

**  IS.  Stigneviez  Fetus,  ag^SOans,  n6iMot- 
coiv  peintre. 

'<  14.  Ogakomoff  Elias,  ag6  de  18  ans,  n6  k 
Sembusk,  Mar6chal  ferrant. 

**  15.  Maximus  Jevan,  age  de  70  ans,,  ne  it 
Koslow,  domestique  du  Prince  Sibirsky. 

^16.  Auhramion  Simeon* 

<<  17.  Serontoff  Nicolas,  ag6  de  S3  ans,  n€  k 
Moscou,  peintre. 

<<  18.  Sirgen  Fedorof^  age  de  48  ans»  n^  k 
Moscou,  soldat  de  police  k  Moscou* 

<<  19*  Motuez  Lucian,  ag6  de  40  ans>  n^  k 
Grodno,  soldat  de  police  k  Moscou. 

<<  SO.  Abramoff  Gavrilo£^  ag6  de  56  ans,  n€ 
k  Serponhoff,  soldat  de  police* 

<<  21.  Nikifor  Semoiloff,  ag6  de  51  ans^  n6  k 
Novoselt  soldat  de  police. 
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«<  22.  Begloff  Fedor,  age  de  52  ans,  n6  d 
Ruben,  soldat  de  police. 

<«  23.  Logonoff  Stephao,  age  de  90  ans,  n^  a 
Karaschelofl^  domestique. 

<*  24.  Gregorieff  Fedor,  ag6  de  36  ans,  n6  a 
Moscou,  soldat  de  police. 

<<  25.  Schistapeano£ 

**  Sont-iis  coupable  d'avoir  mis  le  feu  k  des 
maisons  de  Moscou,  dans  le  dessein  d'incendier 
la  ville  ?  Les  voix  recueillies,  en  commen9antpar 
le  grade  inf<^rieur,  le  President  ayant  donn6  son 
opinion  le  dernier,  la  Commission  declare  k  Puna- 
nimit6  que  les  individus  ci-apr^s  denomm^ 
savoir : 

"  1.  Ignakieff  Petus,  ag6  de  32  ans,  n6  k 
Moscou,  du  1^'  Reg\  de  Chasseurs  a  pied  k 
Moscou. 

«  2.  Baroff  Stretin,  ag6  de  29  ans,  n6  k  Ni- 
kolsk,  peintre  au  mignature. 

<<  3.  Karlam  Alexis,  ag6  de  40  ans,  n6  k 
Moscou,  soldat  de  police  k  Moscou. 

"  4.  Thomas  Jean  Christophe,  ag6  de  33  ans, 
n6  k  Moscou,  commis-marchand. 

"  5.  Stignieviz  Petus,  ag6  de  30  ans,  n6  k 
Moscou,  peintre. 

<<  6.  OgakamofF  Elias,  ag6  de  18  ans,  n6  k 
Sembrisk,  Mareschal  ferrant. 

"  ?•  Maximus  Jevan,  ag6  de  70  ans,  n€  k 
Kostof^  domestique  de  Prince  Sibirsky. 
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<<  8.  Auhramion  Simeon.—  (Ici  plusleurs  nous 
manquent.) 

"  9.  Sirgen  Fedoroff,  ag6  de  48  ans,.n6  k 
Moscou,  soldat  de  police  k  Moscou,  — -  sont 
coupables. 

"  Sur  quoi  le  Procureur  Imp6rial  a  fait  son 
requisition  pour  I'application  de  la  peine. 

"  Les  voix  recueillies  de  nouveau  par  le  Presi- 
dent dans  la  forme  indiqu6e  ci-dessus,  la  Commis- 
sion, faisant  droite  au  dit  r^quisitoire,  condamne 
k  Punanimit6  les  dix  individus  design6s  ci-dessus 
k  la  peine  de  mort. 

**  Et  a  regard  de  quinze  individus  ci-apr^s 
d^nomm^s. 


Ag6 

Sabationoff  J.  Ivanoff 

67 

WasSilioff  Nicolai 

35 

GregorieffFedor      - 

36 

WasSilyErmoloff 

.        49 

BeliheroffNicolai 

50 

Ivanoff  Simeon 

18 

Zestiperoff  Andr6 

45 

YekenoffFidor 

55 

Motuez  Lucian 

40 

Seachow  Scrail 

54 

AbramoffGavriloff 

56 

Nikifor  Semoiloff 

51 

BegloffFedor 

52 

Logonoff  Stephan 

30 

Schistopeuioff 

— 
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La  ComminioD  Mil]taire»  considerant  qifils 
ne  sont  pas  suffisament  convaincus,  les  CGth- 
danne  it  etre  detenus  dans  les  prisons  de  Mos- 
cou,  pour  prevenir  le  mal  qu'ils  pouvaient  iaire ; 
ordonne  en  outre  Pimpression  de  Paffiche,  et  la 
distribution  de  mille  examplaires ;  et  enjoint  au 
rapporteur  de  faire  connaitre  le  present  jugement 
aux  condamn^ ;  et  au  surplus,  de  le  faire  ex6- 
cuter  dans  tout  son  contenu  dans  les  24  heures. 
**  Fait,  close,  et  jug6  en  seance  publique,  le 
jour,  mois  et  an  que  dessus,  et  les  membres  de  la 
Commission  ont  signe  avec  le  Rapporteur  et  le 
Greffier  la  minute  du  jugement. 

(Sign6s) 

"  Weber, 

**  Le  G6n6ral  Baron  Saunier. 
**  Jauve  de  Guibert. 
"  Le  Colonel  Baron  Bodelin. 
"  L' Adjutant  Commandant,  Chr.Thery. 
"  Le  G6n6ral  Baron  Michel. 
«*  Le  Gen6ral  Grand  Prevdt  de  P Arm6e. 
Lauer. 

"  Major  G6n6ral  faisant  fonction  du  Pro- 
cureur  Imperial. 

"  COMTE  MoNTHION/* 
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I  hfid  m  ppportitiiily  of  ascertaining,  ihat,  on 
^§  Fr^qob  tekiiig  possession  of  the  house  of  a 
foreign  resident,  who  bad  escaped  on  the  up.* 
pFoaeh  9f  ihmr  army*  a  servant  who  had  been 
there  twenty-seven  yean^  having  a  penchant  for 
his  old  abode,  returned  and  offered  his  services 
to  th?  new  occupant ;  but  the  latter  refused  to 
receive  him,  imagining  that  he  intended  to  set 
fire  to  the  building.  The  following  is  a  letter 
written  to  the  superior  officer  on  this  sttbjeqt. 

<<  Mess'*  les  Officiers  Iqgis  dans  la  maison 
de  .•.,,*•,,.,••  *  laisseront  entrerle 

nomme  .«•••« «  domestique  depuis 

environ  27  ^ns  cbez  la  d^  propri^taire, 
«  Moscou,  lO""*  8^",  1812. 

"  Le  Commandant  du  5"*  District, 

♦«  Schbeisoutt/^ 

<<  Je  ne  puis  laisser  entrer  si  j^  n^  sache  trds* 
positiyem^nta  ce  que  c'est  qu^  cet  boiame»  et 
s'il  n'est  pas  capable  ou  d'incendier  ou  de  voler. 
La  Sttr6t6  des  p$4U«r&f,  qui  me  sont  confies  par  le 
Prince  Major  G^n^ral,  ex^e  cetbe  precaution* 
J'ai  assez  des  domestiquee^  et  Jq  n'ai  de  quoiloger 
ni  nourrir  oet  boauno. 

«<  L'Inspecteur  aux  Eevues  employ^  prte  dji 
Prince  Neuchitel  MajcM:  General, 

<^  Baron  Do  Fresn^.^ 
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<^  L'homme  en  question  est  le  domestique  du 
pioprictaire  de  la  maison.  Voila  ce  qui  m'a  6t6 
confirme  par  MM.  les  oflSciers  de  police.  On 
ne  peut  done  pas  lui.  refuser  le  logement,  quand 
k  la  nouniture  il  sera  forc6  a  faire  comme  font 
tons  les  habitans  de  la  ville. 

"   SCHREISGUTT.'' 

.  It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  the  matter  fur- 
ther, since  a  doubt  can  hardly  remain  as  to  the 
Russians  themselves  being  the  authors  of  that 
conflagration  which  had  the  effect  of  expel- 
ling the  French  from  Moscow;  ensuring  the 
safety  of  the  empire,  and* was  instrumental  in 
accomplishing  the  downhill  of  Napoleon  from 
that  proud  superiority  he  assumed  over  Europe, 
and  wresting  from  him  those  powers  he  had  so 
long  held  with,  a  convulsive  grasp. 

Such  was  the  levity  of  the  French,  and  the 
unconcern  manifested  by  them,  that  the  theatre 
was  thrown  open,  and  a  piece  performed  on  the 
10th  of  October,  although  the  conflagration  was 
then  raging  furiously.  Such  desperate  madness, 
for  it  hardly  deserves  a  better  name,  would  be 
absolutely  incredible,  were  it  not  for  the  testi- 
mony  of  the  placards  themselves,  that  were  stuck 
up  on  this  occasion.  But  as  copies  of  these  have 
already  appeared  in  English  works,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  introduce  them  here.  Among  other 
pieces  performed,  with  the  flames  about  their 


FUOST   Of  NAPOLEOK.  113 

eafs»  was  one  very  aptly  called,  <<  The  Game  af 
JIasaifdi''  and  a  aeeanct  **The  Chance  of  War/* 
The  horrid  catastrophe  which  foUowedy  when 
Ihe  French  army  were  Uter&Uy  burned  ojat,  or 
chased  by  the  flames  of  Moscow,  is  well  known ; 
nor  is  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  the  dreadful, 
the  unparalleled  scenes  of  famine,  wretchedness, 
and  death,  which  overtook  them  in  their  retreat, 
<<  unchaining  all  the  fiiries  of  revenge,^  when 
they  were  exposed  to  the  blasts  and  storms  of 
Heaven.     How  contrary  was  all  this  to  the  cal- 
culations of  Napoleon,  who  was  so  completely 
deceived  by  the  climatCr  that  on  his  first  entering 
the  city,  where  all  was  serenity,  he  exclaimed, 
*'  O  !  quel  beau  del  I  —  comme  Italic  absohanent ! 
— stg^erbe  /"   Napoleon  himself  had  a  most  nar* 
row  escape  from  the  flames^  through  which  he 
galloped  on  horseback ;  and,  after  the  example 
he  had  shown  in  Egypt,  he  then  hurried  himself 
into  a  sledge,  and  made  his  personal  escape, 
leaving  his  army,  to  make  the  best  of  their  return 
home.    Could  Napoleon,  however,  have  foreseen 
the  fate  that  awaited  him  -— >  that  the  measure  of 
bis  disgrace  was  not  yet  full  —  tliat  he  who 
had  founded  what  he  considered  a  new  dynasty, 
which  should  give  its  future  sovereigns  to  France, 
was  to  terminate  his  days  in  exile,  at  a  distance 
from,  and  almost  unheeded  by,  those  whose  for- 
tunes were  once  at  his  nod,  he  would  probably 
have  rather  chosen  to  have  fallen  in  the  field 

VOL.  II.  I 
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of  slaughter,  and  die  <^  with  harness  on  his  back.^ 
After  all,  his  apparent  stoicism  under  sach  a  re- 
verse of  fortune,  — such  a  complete  revulsion  of 
his  nature,  *-—  is  not  one  of  the  least  striking  cir- 
icumstances  in  the  life  of  that  extraordinary  mao» 
nor  the  most  uninteresting  in  the  page  of  history. 
Few  of  his  soldiers  survived  to  render  an  account 
of  the  awful  tragedy  and  overwhelming  destruc- 
tion which  had  taken  place.  Their  track  was 
marked  by  thousands  of  carcasses  of  men  and 
horses,  covered  with  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and 
blocking  up  the  very  roads,  and  many  of  these 
were  collected  in  piles,  set  fire  to,  and  reduced 
to  ashes.  The  hands  and  toes  of  many  of  the 
fugitives  were  bitten  off  by  frost,  and  several,  in 
order  to  find  protection  from  the  pitiless  storm 
that  raged  with  a  fury  as  ungovernable  as  it  is 
indescribable,  actually  killed  their  horses,  and 
tore  them  open  to  afford  them  shelter.  Further, 
a  bridge  on  which  part  of  the  army  passed,  similar 
to  the  one  in  Leipsic,  broke  down,  and  1000  pe- 
rished. The  whole  altogether  baffles  imagina- 
tion, much  more  description ;  and  the  heart 
sickens  at  the  very  thoughts  of  the  awful  and 
unparalleled  wretchedness  that  occurred.* 

*  An  odd  story  is  told  of  a  French  soldier  who  hid  some 
money  near  a  village,  in  order  to  take  it  with  him  on  his 
return  to  France.  He  was  made  prisoner  after  the  defeat  at 
Moscow,  and  sent  to  Siberia,  but  was  afterwards  liberated. 
Recollecting  his  valuable  deposit,  he  proceeded  to  the  spot ; 
but  in  place  of  his  cash  found  a  letter  in  a  box,  directing 
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**  I  hate  a  potent  madman,  who  keeps  all 
Mankind  awake,  while  he,  by  his  great  deeds, 
Is  drumming  hard  upon  this  hollow  world. 
Only  to  make  a  sound  to  last  for  ages." 

The  state  of  Moscow,  in  the  mean  while,  was' 
deplorable  :  thousands  of  houses  were  destroyed, 
numbers  of  human  beings  perished,  and  property' 
to  an  enormous  amount  was  swallowed  up  by 
the  devouring  element ;  but  the  total  number  of 
men,  women,  and  children  that  perished,  it  is 
impossible  to  calculate.  The  inhabitants,  how- 
ever, were,  in  some  degree,  reimbursed  for  the 
sacrifices  they  had  made,  six  millions  being  sub- 
scribed by  the  Russians,  and  very  large  sums  in 
England,  which  has,  on  every  occasion,  stood 
forward  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed.  Each  in- 
habitant stated  his  losses  by  petition,  and  it  may 
be  observed,  that  the  nobility,  though  they  sus- 
tained less  real  privations  than  the  rest,  received, 
in  fact,  more  than  the  other  classes.  In  order 
to  give  some  idea  of  the  destruction  committed, 
it  will  suffice  here  to  say,  that  previous  to  the 
conflagration*,  the  number  of  houses  built  of 


htm  to  go  to  a  banker's  at  Nantz,  where  he  would  receive  the 
money,  and  interest  since  1812.  He  followed  this  strange 
advice,  and  what  was  still  more  strange,  obtained  the  money, 
but  could  never  discover  who  had  adopted  this  mode  of  pre- 
serving it  in  safety. 

*  It  is  renftarkable  that  this '  place  has  been  repeatedly 
subject. to  conflagration.    In  17S6  (when  about  the  same 
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brick  were  9567,  of  wood  6591»  and  after  the 
enemy  hod  decamped,  there  reniaiBed  <mly  526 
of  the  former,  and  2100  of  the  latter.  l%e  po- 
pulation was  reduced  from  300,000  to  one-ele- 
venth part  of  that  number.  The  English  church, 
situated  in  the  slaboda,  or  environs^  was  de- 
stroyed, with  the  house  and  effects  of  the  chap- 
lain.  Dr.  Beresford,  and  with  the  communion 
plate,  amounting  to  40/XX)  rubles. 

When  we  were  here,  the  greater  part  of  the 
ruins  were  still  standing,  awful  mementos  of  the 
horrors  of  war.  Part  of  the  Kremlin  was  un- 
roofed,  and  grass  was  growing  on  the  walls. 
Great  exertions,  however,  were  making  both  in 
rebuilding  the  houses  and  widening  the  streets. 
The  new  town  is  on  a  plan  quite  modem,  and 
some  of  the  streets  are  so  completely  metamor-' 
phosed,  that  a  person,  who  had  been  absent  a  few 
years,  would  hardly  recognise  the  place.  But 
much  as  these  changes  will  tend  to  improve  the 
city,  they  have  deprived  it  of  the  interest  of 
its  former  antique  physiognomy,  except  so  far  as 
regards  the  Kremlin  and  a  few  other  structures. 
The  style  of  these  edifices  appear  to  be  no  longer 
imitated  j  but  their  fantastic,  yet  highly  pictur- 
esque forms,  are  succeeded  by  buildings  which. 


time  a  similar  conflagration  took  place  at  St.  Petenbiirg> 
8000  houses  were  destroyed  by  fire ;  a  second  occarred  in 
1750;  and  a  third  in  175i,  when  18,000  wate  cowomed. 
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stfitel J  as  tiiey  -are,  present  featuires  ooflimon  te 
the  architecture  of  the  rest  of  Ettrq)e.* 

The  foUy  that  accounteth  itself  wisdom  was 
dfrikingly  exemplified  in  4iie  conduct  of  Na- 
poleon, with  regard  to  the  invasion  of  Russia* 
Had  he  followed  the  judicious  advice  offered  by 
Berthier,  wintered  at  Berlin,  or  in  the  Pmssiaa 
states,  and  set  out  for  Russia  in  spring,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  wh<4e  empire  would 
have  been  at  his  feet     Surely  the  page  of  hi*, 
tory  has  been  written  in  vam,  when  we  thus 
find  its  lessons  thrown  away  upon  those  who 
ought  most  to  study  them.    Is  not  Rus^a,  also, 
grasping  at  an  extent  <>f  territory  that  wiH  only 
increase    her    already  gigantic  bulk,    without 
adding  to  her  energies;   and  which,  by  i^n* 
dering  her  limits  more  unwieldy,  may  ultimately 
enfeeble  rather  than  strengthen  her  ?    There  is 
little  doubt  that  she  has  cast  a  longing  eye  upoa 
Turkey,  which  it  is  her  grand  object  to  annex  to 
herself^  not  so  much  for  any  addition  of  terri- 
tory f,  as  with  the  view  of  gaining  a  key  to  tbm'^ 

*  Many  vessel-loads  of  bricks  were  shipped  at  Rochester 
to  forward  the  rebuilding  of  this  city. 

f  European  Turkey  contains  180,074  square  miles, 
Asiatic  Turkey  447»679,  and  her  African  dominions  S76,48(^ 
making  fi  total  of  904>>233  square  miles.  The  population 
of  European  Turkey  amounts  to  9,700,000;  of  Egypt,  to 
2,490,000;  and  of  Asiatic  Turkey,  to  12,500,000;  amount- 
ing, in  whole,  to  24,690,000. 
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Mediterranean,  and  being  thus  enabled  to  cope 
with  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  in  maritime  force. 
.    When  he  learned  Alexander's  designs  upon 
Turkey,  Napoleon  said  that  he  would  oppose 
them,  as  they  would  *<  destroy  the  equilibrium 
of  Europe ;''  and,  I  may  remark  here,  par  pa- 
renthese,  that  the  anxiety  expressed  by  the  ruler 
of  France,  on  this  occasion,  with  regard  to  the 
balance  of  Europe,  is  not  a  little  strange,. con- 
sidering how  he  himself  had  been  struggling  for 
years,  and  by  every  artifice,  to  upset  it !    The 
mischief,  however,  lay  not  so  much  in  the .  act 
itself,  as  in  the  actor :  while  the  equilibrium  was 
destroyed  by  Napoleon,. it  was  only  for  the  glory 
of  France ;  but  when  Alexander  contemplated 
this,  then  it  became  high  time  that  Europe  should 
be  reminded  of  her  peril :  —  the  highwayman 
who  was  robbed  by  a  pickpocket,  indignantly 
remarked,  that  there  was  neither  justice  nor  ho- 
nesty in  the  world.      But  to  return  from  the 
subject  of  Napoleon's  sensibility,  on  a  point  of 
political  justice,  —  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  since  the  death  of   Alexander,   and  the 
present  posture  of  affairs  in  the  east  of  Europe, 
seem  to  threaten  the  Ottoman  power,  the  great 
barrier  between  Russia  and  the  Mediterranean ; 
while,  by  the  affair  of  Navarino,  we  have  vir- 
tually sided  with  the  eagle  against  the  crescent, 
and  seconded  the  policy  of  the  cabinet  of  St. 
Petersburg.     Our  sympathies  may  be  enUsted  on 
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the  part  of  Greece  j  but  policy  demands  that 
we  should  support  Turkey,  as  a  counterpoise 
in  the  scale  against  Russia.  In  tlus  conflict 
between  interest  and  opinion, —•  between  what 
we  owe  to  an  infidel  ally,  and  an  oppressed 
Christian  race,  —  a  people  degraded  and  ren- 
dered brutal  by  ages  of  su^rlng  and  slavery,  — 
it  is  difficult  to  decide  how  we  ought  to  act 
under  such  embarrassing  and  critical  circum- 
stances J  whether  it  behoves  us  to  stand  neuter, 
or  boldly  make  common  cause  with  one  party, 
and  abide  by  the  consequences.  A  mere  extent 
of  her  present  territory  would  be  rather  prejudi- 
cial than  advantageous  to  Russia,  as  it  would 
tend  to  enfeeble  her  by  dissipating  her  powers, 
and  diverting  her  attention  from  the  improvement 
of  her  domestic  organization;  As  in  the  physical, 
so  in  the  political  body,  rapid  increase  of  growth 
generally  bears  within  itself  the  seeds  of  disease, 
and  the  vital  functions  lose  their  healthy  tone. 
Still  it  cannot  be  deiiied,  that  Constantinople 
would  be  to  Russia  a  new  hand,  as  it  were,  the 
acquisition  of  which  would  be  worth  pur- 
chasing, even  at  the  expense  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  what  she  already  possesses.  With  a 
line  of  maritime  territory  along  the  shores  of  the 
Black  Sea,  the  sea  of  Marmora,  and  the  Archi- 
pelago, her  commercial  and  maritime  resources 
would  be  increased  tenfold.  The  question  is, 
would  such  a  change  be  injurious  or  not  to  the 

I  4 
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rest  of  Europe  ?    As  an  enemy  she  would,  of 
course,  be  far  more  formidaUe  than  at  present; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  as  an  ally  —  as  offering 
new  marts  of  commerce  to  her  neighbours  —  as 
identifying  her  interests  with  theirs,  Russia,  dvi- 
-lised,  enlightened,  liberal,  and  pacific,  might  be- 
-come  as  beneficent  as  powerful,  and  distinguish 
herself  not  by  her  conquests,  but  by  her  zeal 
in  the  great,  holiest,  and  noblest  cause,  that'Of 
•the  welfare  of  the  human  race.     But  I  shall  be 
reminded,  that  this  is  but  a  baseless  Utopian 
scheme ;  and  that  I  am  drawing  a  picture  to- 
tally unwarranted  by  experience  and  history* 
Possessed  of  Turkey,  she  would  not  sl&p  there : 
Persia  also  must  be  invaded  to  be  civiUsed ;  the 
Persians  overcome,  India  would  beckon  her  on- 
ward,  and  we  should  tremble  for  onreastem 
possessions;  nor  would  she  be  contented  until 
she  had  extended  herself  from  the  pole  to  the 
equator.     But  is  not  this  picture  equally  ov>er« 
chargBd?  — do  not  our  fears  paint  as  delusively 
as  our  hopes  ?    The  vast  fabric  must  collapse  by 
its  own  weight :  up  to  a  certain  point,  the  edi- 
fice may  be  reared ;  but  if  the  builders  aspire 
beyond   this,    their    ambition    will    but   have 
prompted  them  to  accelerate  the  ruin  of  their 
structure,   and  to  entomb  themselves  beneath 
the  falling  mass.     Provinces  so  distant  soon 
learn  to  feel  their  own  natural  power ;  nor  would 
they  fail  to  assert  their  independence.     Such 
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gigantic  tooquests  on  the  part  of  fiussia 
irauld  he  the  means  of  carrykig  into  Asia 
European  civdlisation ;  they  might,  for  a  whiles 
lend  her  a  gorgeous  lustre,  and  but  for  a  whiles 
it  would  he  merely  the  sfdeadid  tram  of  an  im* 
penal  robe,  io^sing  to  the  spectator,  but  ik- 
tigumg  to  its  wearer;  and  tiiose  who  were 
appointed  to  bear  up  the  costly  and  tempting 
burden,  would  think  themselves  justified  in  lap- 
ping off  the  cumbersome  exorescence,  and 
dividuig  it  among  themselves.  If  the  sovereigns 
of  Russia  be  gifted  with  prudence,  they  will,  at 
least  for  the  next  century,  instead  of  aiming  at 
conquest  and  useless  domination,  attend  to  their 
domestic  affiiirs  —  to  what  Catherine  was  {leased 
to  term  ber  <<  petit  manage/'  Constantinople, 
however,  lies  so  temptingly,  and  perhaps,  too, 
the  mecit  of  expelling  the  infidels  from  that 
beautiful  region  of  Europe,  offers  so  seductive  a 
pretence,  that  the  Russian  monardi  would  be 
glad  to  avail  himself  of  it  on  the  first  occasion* 
The  'Russian  government  is  aware  of  its  power 
in  this  quarter^  nor  do  their  ambassadors  scruple 
to  hold  out  threats  to  the  Porte,  and  menace  it 
with  instant  invasion  or  blockade  should  their 
demands  be  opposed.* 

*  The  Tiolence  of  Count  Stroganov,  the  Russian  minister 
at  the  period  I  visited  the  Turkish  capital,  which  occasioned 
so  much  conversation,  and  kept  the  Turks  in  a  constant 
state  of  alarm,  formed  a  most  striking  contrast  to  the  mild 
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Deserted  by  us,  the  Grand  Sigoior  has  little 
chance  of  making  any  efficient  resistance  against 
the  forces  of  Russia,  whenever  the  hitter  power 
shall  deem  it  expedient  to  come  to  extremities^ 
and  to  strike  a  decisive  blow.  Whether  Russia 
would  be  content  with  the  advantages  thus 
gained,  and  use  them  fairly,  such  a  change  be 
beneficial  to  Europe  generally,  or  whether  it 
would  only  be  the  precursor  of  greater  con- 
tentions, are  questions  to  which  even  the  keenest- 
sighted  politician  may  not  be  prepared  to  give  a 
satisfactory  reply. 

With  regard  to  the  claims  of  Greece  on  our 
sympathy  and  assistance,  it  is  not  easy  to  see 
how  we  can  redress  her  wrongs,  without  openly 
deserting  and  opposing  the  Turk,  and  thereby 
leaving  him  an  easy  prey  to  the  power  of  Russia; 
unless  some  mutual  compact,  so  devoutly  to  be 
wished,  could  be  made  by  all  parties,  insuring 
the  independence  of  Greece,  pacification  of  the 
Levant,  and  giving  her  the  undisturbed  pos- 
session of  the  Morea  and  the  islands,  to  be  con- 
solidated into  one  active  power,  or  form  of 
government,  suited  to  the  ancient  recollection 


and  conciliating  conduct  of  Sir  Robert  Listen,  British  am- 
bassador, who,  while  resident  there,  was  held  in  the  highest 
estimation,  and  certainly  evinced  great  diplomatic  tact,  gene- 
rally carrying  his  measures  without  giving  umbrage  to  the 
Porte  ;  a  point  that  frequently  required  no  common  address, 
and  some  firmness  of  purpose. 
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of  the    high    importance    and    distinction    of 
Greece;    and  on  those   conditions,   permitting 
the  Ottomans  to  retain  their    other  European 
possessions  unmolested.     In  the  present  strug- 
gle, no  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  both  par- 
ties have  been  culpable,  and  a  series  of  butche- 
ries   have    taken    place,  without  any  decisive 
blow  having  been  made  on  either  side.     Con- 
cession and  adjustment  of  differences  are  lost 
sight  of,  so  that  probably  after  years  of  pro- 
tracted  bloodshed,  pillaging,  and  other  horrors, 
matters  will  terminate   pretty  nearly  as  they 
commenced.     If  other  powers  interfere  at  all,  it 
is  their  most  imperious  duty  to  do  so  peremp- 
torily and  effectively,  otherwise  they  had  better 
leave  the  combatants  to  themselves,  and  be  con- 
tent with  remaining  passive  spectators  of  the 
fray. 


ie4 


CHAP.  VL 

Itetum  to  St.  Petenburg.—BMe  Society. -^Ckartaer  ^ 
the  Emperor  Alexander.  —  Death  of  his  consort.  —  /«- 
surrection  of  St.  Petersburg.  —  Nicholas*  coronation.  — 
Anecdotes.  —  Difficulty  in  obtaining  passports.  -—  Fimd  cfo- 
parturejrom  St.  Petersburg. 

Having  now  viewed,  as  far  as  our  time  would 
permit,  all  the  more  important  objects  in  this 
truly  interesting  capital,  to  which  we  regretted 
that  we  could  not  devote  a  few  more  weeks,  we 
returned  direct  to  St  Petersburg,  where  we  im- 
mediately began  to  make  preparations  for  our 
journey  to  England,  by  way  of  Finland.  Before^ 
however,  I  speak  of  the  diflSculties  we  en- 
countered with  regard  to  passports,  &c.  I  shall 
introduce,  in  this  chapter,  some  miscellaneous 
information  relative  to  Russia,  and  a  few  details 
connected  with  circumstances  that  have  taken 
place  since  we  quitted  the  country,  but  for 
which  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  authentic 
documents.  Among  those  institutions,  respect- 
ing which  I  was  desirous  of  obtaining  some  par- 
ticulars worth  communicating,  was  the  Bible 
Society,  connected  with  the  parent  institution  in 
London.* 

*  For  twenty^hree  years  the  British  Bible  Society  has  been 
making  the  most  unparalleled  exertions  for  Che  dissemination 
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Thi$  Society  waa  founded  at  St  Petersburg  m 
18iS,  when  the  Emperor  Alexander  became  a 
zealous  member  of  it,  and  presented  a  donation 
of  35,000  rubles,  besides  a  yearly  subscription 
of  10,000*  Its  object  wa%  to  furnish  every  fai- 
nrily  in  the  Rusatan  empire  with  a  Bible,  at  least 
aTestammt,  that  all^  from  the  <<  least  to  the 
greatest, '^  might  have  opportunity  of  perusing 
the  word  of  truth. 

The  printing  of  the  Scriptures,  in  the  di£* 
ferent  dialects^  was  accordingly  proceeded  with } 
a  stereotype  office  was  established  at  St.  Peters- 
burg, with  all  the  necessary  apparatus ;  and  men 
of  talent,  fidelity,'  and  zeal,  were  employed  op 
the  spot  to  superintend  it.  A  dep6t  was  also 
opened  by  the  Society,  for  the  reception  of  such 
Bibles  as  were  printed  in  the  capital,  or  received 
from  England.  Without,  however,  entering  into 
all  its  details,  it  will  here  be  sufficient  to  say,  that 
there  have  been  printed  at  St  Petersburg,  Mos- 
cow,  and  other  places,  (for  the  Society  had  289 
sections,  or  central  quarters,  and  auxitiaiies,  to 
co-operate  with  that  at  St  Petersburg,)  704,831 
copies  of  the  Scriptures  {  and  those  received  at 
the   depdt,    between    1813    and    182Sj    were 


of  the  WoFd  of  God.  Daring  that  period  it  has  sent  forth 
flve  million  copies  of  the  Scriptures^  and  has  expended  in 
the  prosecotion  of  this  work  l9424|985/.  sterling;  of  which 
461,000{.  has  been  devoted  to  its  distribution  in  foreign 
lands. 


126  BIBLE   SOCIBTT. 

156,136 ;  and  the  number  issued  were  427,704. 
In  addition  to  the  support  afforded  by  the  Ein-i 
peror,  the  Society  received  the  marked  counte- 
nance of  Prince  Galitzin,  and  others  of  His  impe- 
rial  Majesty's  council ;  nor  were  the  bishops,  and 
other  persons  of  ecclesiastical  and  civil  rank,  less 
zealous  in  co-operating  with  the  Society.  Be- 
sides which,  an  ukase  was  formally  issued, 
February  28.  1816,  enjoining  the  circulation  of 
the  Bible. 

Matters  continued  to  go  on  thus  prosper- 
ously for  upwards  of  ten  years,  during  which 
the  members  of  the  Society  showed  the  most 
laudable  activity  in  promoting  the  great  ob- 
jects of  this  truly  Christian  undertaking;  and 
although,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  reign, 
the  Emperor  might,  from  the  pecuUar  circum- 
stances in  which  he  was  placed,  have  probably 
found  himself  under  some  difficulty  as  to  coun- 
tenancing the  Society  to  the  same  extent  as  at 
first,  yet  he  never  did  any  thing  that  could-be 
construed  as  a  wish  to  fetter  the  operations  of 
the  Society,  or  oppose  any  of  its  measures. 

Contrary  to  all  expectation,  however,  every 
thing  was  completely  at  a  stand  when  we  were  here. 
A  new  ministry  had  taken  place,  in  consequence 
of  the  removal  of  that  excellent  man.  Prince 
Galitzin  j  and  a  blow  has  since  been  directed  to 
the  labours  of  the  Society,  by  an  ukase,  12th 
April,  1826,  on  the  part  of  the  present  Emperor, 
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directed  to  the  metropolitan  of  St  Petersburg ; 
of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  translation : — 

^f  Having  taken  into  consideration  the  repre- 
sentation of  Your  Eminence,  and  of  the  metropo- 
litan Eugenius,  respecting  the  difficulties  which 
present  themselves  to  the  progress  of  the  cause 
of  the  Russian  Bible  Society ;  and  considering 
your  opinions  well  founded,  I  order  you,  as  pre- 
sident of  the  said  Society,  to  suspend  its  activity, 
in  all  its  operations^  without  exception,  until  my 
further  permission.  You  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  extend  this  my  order  to  all  the  com- 
mitted, branches,  and  associations  connected 
with  the  Society  throughout  Russia ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  obtain  a  particular  account  of  all 
property,  movable  and  immovable,  in  houses, 
lands,  books,  stocks,  and  money,  belonging  to 
the  Society,  wherever  these  are  to  be  found, 
and  to  furnish  me  with  the  most  accurate  and 
circumstantial  information  possible  thereof.  The 
sale  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  already  printed  in 
Sclavonian  and  Russian,  as  also  in  the  other  lan- 
guages in  use  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rus- 
sian empire,  I  permit  to  be  continued  at  the 
fixed  prices. 

Nicholas." 

From  the  terms  in  which  this  extraordinary 
document  was  couched,  it  requires  no  great 
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depth  <^ttAderBtandiiig  to  discover  w^  wa»  tbe 
author  that  had  laid  the  {dan  for  eS^ctuBilf  sus- 
pending their  operations.     Whether  this  pro- 
clamation arose  from  an  undue  influence  exer- 
cised by  the  new  ministry  over  Nicholas^  or  that 
be   himself  entertained  some  jeidousy  of  the 
success  and  influence  of  the  institution ;  whether 
he  sui^eeted  that  it  was  the  instrument  <^  pOi* 
litical  purposes,  or  aipprehensive  that  the  di£> 
fusion  of  scriptural  knowledge  might  prompt 
the  Russians  to    a  spirit  of  religious  'inquiiy 
dangerous  to  their  obedience  as  subjects»  it  is  not 
easy  to  determine;    but  it  is  certain  that  the 
powers  of  the  Bible  Society  were  not  only  crip- 
pled, but  it  was  prohibited  from  any  further  pro- 
ceedings )  in  consequence  of  which  the  prin- 
cipal missionaries  have  returned  to  England.    It 
is  only  necessary  to  mention  further, ,  that  I 
found  that  an  edition  of  10,000  copies  of  tiie 
Old  Testament,    from   Genesis  to  Ruth,   had 
been  lying  in  the  printing-ofiice  of  this  Society 
for  more  than  three  years,  waiting  till  the  arch- 
bishop should  grant  permission  to  puUish  it; 
and  he,   doubtless,   regulated  his  proceedings 
according  to  the  wishes  and  sentiments  enter- 
tained by  the  higher  powers. 

The  dep6ts  of  the  Society  are  merely  open  for 
the  sale  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  various  lan- 
guages of  the  empire ;  but  in  consequence  of 
the  ukase,  all  the  foreign  Bibles  have  been 
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handed  over  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, who,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  do  with  them 
either  just  as  he  finds  proper,  or  according  to 
the  instructions  which  may  be^  given  to  him. 
Under  such  circumstances,  they  might  with  equal 
propriety  have  been  consigned  to  the  pious  care 
of  the  Emperor  of  China  or  the  Grand  Signior, 
for  any  benefit  that  is  likely  to  be  derived  from 
them  as  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  remain  in 
the  hands  of  his  Reverence.*  Devoutly  is  it  to 
be  wished  that  the  operations  of  that  part  of  the 
Bible  Society  which  laboured  for  the  native  Rus- 
sians, may  be  no  further  impeded  or  restricted^ 
but  every  impediment  may  be  removed,  and 
that  all  may  cordially  co-operate  in  disseminating 
the  truths  of  the  Gospel ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  sacred  volume  is  assailed  with  tempests,  may 
it  stand  like  a  rock  in  the  ocean,  as  a  beacon  to 
those  wandering  over  the  deceitful  and  tem- 
pestuous waves !  t 

*  Since  the  above  remarks  were  written,  the  Emperor 
Nicholas  has  authorised  the  establishment  of  a  Protestant 
Bible  Society,  for  supplying  the  Protestants  in  Russia  with 
the  Scriptures.  Prince  LieTen,  who  is  as  much  distin- 
guished for  unaffected  piety  as  for  his  rank,  is  appointed 
president,  with  liberty  to  form  a  proper  committee,  and 
otherwise  organise  the  institution.  It  is  gratifying  also  to 
learn,  that  the  Bibles  and  property  of  the  Protestant  branch 
of  the  former  Russian  Bible  Society  have  been  commanded 
by  the  Emperor  to  be  delivered  to  Uiis  new  establishment. 

f  Such  was  the  hostility  shown  at  one  time  to  the  circu- 
lation of  the  Scriptures,  from  apprehensions  entertained  by 
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On  the  introduction  of  theLancasterian,  or  Bri- 
tish system  of  education^  the  Eniperor  Alexander 
declared  himself  the  warm  friend  of  what  pro- 
mised  to  contribute  so  extensively  to  diffiise  the 
blessings  of  education  throughout  his  dominions,* 
That  he  was  really  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  all 
classes  of  his  subjects,  there  is  little  dbubt ;  and 


the  Pope»  that  on  June  29*  1816,  an  extraordinary  bull ' 
directed  to  the  primate  of  Poland,  complaining  of  the  Bible 
Sodetyi  and  declaring  <<  we  are  shocked  by  this  mo6t  craftj 
device,  by  which  the  foundation  of  our  religion  is  under- 
mined." Again,  **  in  order  to  remedy  this  pestilence,  thia 
defilement  of  the  faith,  no  dangerdus  to  ionli,"  Ac.  &c. 

*  It  b  impossible  to  touch  upon  this  topic,  without  ad- 
verting to  those  indefatigable  means  on  the  part  of  His 
Royal  Highness  the  late  Duke  of  Kent  to  introduce  this 
liberal  system  throughout  the  globe.  In  such  noble  work, 
the  labours  of  this  illustrious  personage,  by  night  and  day, 
were  altogether  unparalleled ;  and  I  cannot  forget  how  often 
His  Royal  Highness  has  mentioned  to  me  the  earnest  manner 
in  which  he  had  pressed  personally,  and  in  writing,  on  the 
Emperor  the  expediency  of  its  adoption  over  his  dominions, 
who  promised  it  should  receive  his  decided  countenance. 
Never  did  an  individual  exhibit  so  mruch  true  seal  and 
ardour  in  a  cause,  or  use  such  strenuous  exertions  for  its 
promotion,  as  this  lamented  advocate  of  sufiering  humanity, 
whose  name  will  be  kept  alive  in  the  faithful  page  of  history. 
It  is  said  that  seven  cities  claimed  the  honour  of  Homer's 
birth.  All  the  benevolent  institutions  in  the  metropolfs,  it 
may  be  observed,  were  viewed  in  the  same  light  by  this 
prince,  since  he  pleaded  their  interests,  and  gave  them  his 
strongest  support. 

**  8ine  dubio  magnus  omnium  judicio  hie  Tir  extitit.'* 
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when  we  consider  how  much  was  accomplished 
during  his  reign,  the  number  of  universities, 
gymnasia,  and  provincial  schools  estabUshed 
within  that  period  j  the  attention  paid  to  litera- 
ture  and  science  j  the  various  voyages  of  dis- 
covery undertaken  at  the  expence  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  munificence  almost  invariably 
displayed  towards  every  undertaking  that  had 
for  its  object  any  kind  of  public  improvement  — 
it  is  impossible  to  refuse  paying  a  just  tribute  to 
his  virtues,  and  holding  him  up  as  a  model 
to  his  successors.  Russia  has  been  peculiarly 
fortunate  in  having  had,  within  little  more 
than  a  century,  three  patriotic  sovereigns,  who 
employed  despotic  power  for  beneficent  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  names  of  Peter,  Catherine,  and 
Alexander,  deserve  to  be  clierished  by  her  with 
filial  regard. 

Magnanimous  in  the  field,  Alexander  was  un« 
assuming  in  private  life  i  and  although  possessed 
of  the  means  of  indulging  in  boundless  magnifir 
cence,  his  habits  of  life  were  particularly  simple, 
andopposed  to  everything  resembling  ostentation. 
Will  it  be  credited,  that,  during  his  last  illness, 
the  Sovereign  of  "  all  the  Russias*'  laid  not  on 
down  and  purple,  but  on  a  small  iron  bedstead, 
without  even  a  curtain  attached  to  it,  while 
his  constant  and  sole  attendant,  the  ministrant 
to  his  wants,  the  nurse  beside  his  humble  couch, 
was  the  imperial  p^tner  of  his  throne !  Scandal, 
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which  omits  no  opportunity  of  prying  into  the 
private  life  of  monarchs,  and  which,  making  no 
allowance  for  human  infirmities,  or  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  those  thus  exposed  on  all  sides 
to  temptation  are  placed,  delights  to  unveil,  with 
a  cruel  and  reckless  hand,  the  foibles  which  they 
themselves  would  conceal  out  of  deference  to  vir- 
tue, —  I  say  scandal  has  not  spared  the  character 
of  this  prince,  but  insinuated  that  little  affection 
existed  between  him  and  his  consort,  who  were 
united  at  a  very  early  age.  This  may  be  so ;  for  it 
is  rare  indeed  to  find  in  the  matrimonial  alliances 
of  royalty  those  attachments  of  the  heart  which 
such  unions  almost  necessarily  exclude ;  but  that 
the  imperial  pair  must  have  entertained  a  high 
degree  of  mutual  esteem  for  each  other ;  that  on 
the  one  side  there  was  confidence,  on  the  other 
cheerful  submission,  the  circumstance  that  has 
just  been  mentioned  strongly  testifies.     Alexan- 
der's reign  was  not  that  of  favourites  and  mis- 
tresses—  of  profligate  and  ambitious  women  — 
whose  tyranny  adds  to  the  bitterness  of  oppres- 
sion, and  the  sting  of  public  insult     Ifi  there- 
fore, he  was  not  altogether  a  pattern  of  con- 
jugal fidelity,  let  him  be  charged  of  misconduct 
only  by  those  who  in  private  life  have  been  un- 
deviating  examples   of  that    virtue,    and    the 
number  of  his  accusers  will  not  be  very  formid- 
able, while  they  will  be  far  more  charitable  and 
less  censorious  than  all  the  rest,  who,  disregard- 
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ing  the  practice  of  virtue  themselves,  are  the 
first  to  upbraid  others  with  the  neglect  of  it. 

The  demise  of  the  Emperor  was  soon  followed 
by  that  of  the  Empress,  in  May  1826,  at  Believ, 
on  her  way  from  Kaluga,  in  her  thirty-seventh 
year,  and  twenty-third  of  her  marriage.  As  she 
left  no  issue,  this  branch  of  the  house  of  Paul  is 
extinct.  The  next  in  succession  to  the  throne 
was  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine  j  but  to  the 
astonishment  of  all  Europe,  he  declined  the 
crown,  for  reasons  at  present  impenetrable,  and 
only  to  be  developed  by  time;  although  one 
cause  assigned  for  his  conduct  was  his  unwilling- 
ness to  assume  the  laborious  task  of  governing 
such  an  extensive  empire. 

Others  assert  that  some  understanding  had 
taken  place  between  Alexander  and  him,  and 
he  had  formally  resigned  all  pretensions  to  the 
throne,  on  condition  of  being  permitted  to  di- 
vorce his  wife,  in  order  that  he  might  contract 
a  second  marriage  with  a  subject ;  which  alliance 
has  taken  place.  But  whatever  was  the  nature 
of  the  agreement,  and  there  cannot  be  a  ques- 
tion but  that  there  did  exist  some  negotiation 
between  the  brothers,  all  pretensions  to  the 
imperial  sceptre  were  renounced  by  him  in  fa- 
vour  of  Nicholas. 

The  following  letter,  which  on  this  occasion 
was  written  by  the  latter  to  Constantine,  is  here 
introduced,  having  never  before  been  published : 
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"  Dear  BrotheRi 

"  With  heartfelt  grief  fully  parti- 
cipating with  Your  Highness  the  deep  affliction 
which  has  seized  us  both,  I  sought  consolation 
in  the  thought,  that  in  you,  as  the  elder  brother 
whom  from  my  youth  I  have  been  accustomed 
to  esteem  and  love  from  my  soul,  I  should  find 
a  father  and  a  sovereign. 

**  Your  Highness,  by  your  letter  of  Nov.  26. 
deprived  me  of  that  consolation ;  you  forbade 
me  to  follow  the  emotions  of  my  heart,  and  to 
fulfil  that  oath,  which,  although  made  to  you 
not  only  from  duty  but  from  my  internal  feeling, 
you  were  not  pleased  to  accept.  But  Your  High- 
ness cannot  prohibit  me  from  preserving  feelings 
of  attachment,  and  that  internal  oath  which, 
having  taken  to  you,  I  can  never  recall,  and 
which  on  account  of  your  love  toward  me,  it 
will  not  be  in  your  power  to  reject. 

"  The  desires  of  Your  Highness  are  fulfilled. 
I  ascended  to  that  station  which  you  pointed  out 
to  me,  and  which  you,  although  nominated  ac- 
cording to  the  laws,  declined  to  accept  Your  will 
has  been  accomplished ;  but  permit  me  to  feel 
assured,  that  he  who,  contrary  to  my  expectation 
and  wish,  has  placed  me  on  this  very  difficult 
road,  will  be  on  it  my  guide  and  conductor,  — 
this  duty  you,  in  the  presence  of  God,  cannot 
refuse,  cannot  renounce ;  and  to  this  power,  to 
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you,  as  the  elder  brother,  entrusted  by  Provi- 
dence hiiuself^  I  shall  deem  it  the  greatest  hap- 
pioess  in  life  to  be  always  in  subjection.  With 
these  feelings  I  conclude  my  letter.  I  beseech 
the  Almighty  that  he  may  in  his  clemency  pre* 
serve  the  life  of  Your  Imperial  Highness,  which 
is  so  precious  to  me, 

"  Condially  your  iaithful  subject, 

"  Nicholas. 

With  respect  to  the  insurrection  of  Decem- 
ber 14. 1825,  when  Nicholas  was  proclaimed,  it  is 
thought  that  for  some  time  previous  to  his  death, 
Alexander  had  been  apprised  that  considerable 
discontent  prevailed  in  different  parts  of  the 
empire,  and  some  commotion  might  be  ex- 
pected. This  intelligence  was  first  communi- 
cated to  him  by  an  English  officer  in  the  Rus- 
sian service.  On  Alexander's  death,  the  troops 
expected  that  Constantine  was  to  succeed  him  ; 
but  finding  their  allegiance  was  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  his  younger  brother,  they  openly  ex- 
pressed their  displeasure,  and  refused  to  take 
the  oath.  On  this,  determining  to  act  de- 
cisively, and  with  a  spirit  adequate  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  occasion,  Nicholas  collected  a 
number  of  other  regiments,  at  the  end  of  the 
street  in  front  of  the  Admiralty,  where  the  op* 
posite  party  were  stationed.     Miloradovich  the 
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governor  addressed  the  refractory  soldiers^  but 
they  refused  to  listen  to  him,  and  fired.  The 
imperial  guards  then  commenced  an  attack,  and. 
some  field-pieces  were  discharged  at  the  rebels. 
This,  however,  having  no  eflfect,  the  cannon  were 
loaded  with  ball,  and  two  rounds  fired,  which 
committed  terrible  slaughter,  completely  sweep- 
ing the  streets.  Some  of  the  officers,  too,  of  the 
loyal  troops  are  said  to  have  been  disaffected,  and 
merely  to  wait  to  see  what  turn  affairs  would  take. 

Notwithstanding  the  information  he  daily  re- 
ceived from  the  numerous  emissaries  and  spies 
by  whom  he  was  made  acquainted  with  every 
thing  that  was  passing,  Miloradovich  had  been 
kept  in  complete  ignorance  of  what  was  in  agi- 
tation ;  for,  on  Nicholas  acquainting  him  that 
some  plot  or  conspiracy  was  hatching,  and  even 
naming  some  of  the  leaders,  yet,  relying  on  his 
"secret  police,"  he  assured  the  Emperor  his 
suspicions  were  groundless;  that  the  persons 
whom  he  had  named  as  being  implicated  in  such 
treachery,  were  all  individuals  of  the  highest 
character,  and  that  he  himself  was  in  habits  of 
intimacy  with  them,  and  possessed  their  confi- 
dence. In  fact,  they  had  completely  thrown  the 
governor  offhis  guard,  and  the  latter  fell  a  sacrifice 
to  his  security,  being  shot  in  the  insurrection.* 

The  coronation  of  the  new  Emperor  and  his 

*  Miloradovich  was  a  general  in  the  Russian  service,  and 
fought  under  General  Suvarov. 
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consort  was  celebrated  with  great  pomp  at 
Moscow,  and  after  the  ceremony  there  was  a 
banquet,  at  which  no  fewer  than  24,000  persons 
were  entertained.  Inauspidously  as  he  may  be 
said  to  have  commenced  his  reign,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  Nicholas  will  gain  the  love  of  his 
subjects,  and  the  esteem  of  Europe,  by  treading 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessor. 

In  one  or  two  instances  I  have  spoken  some* 
what  harshly,  not  to  say  contemptuously,  of  the 
nobility  of  Russia ;  and  we  certainly  heard  some 
anecdotes  that  displayed  a  meanness  almost  bor- 
dering on  dishonesty.  But  even  granting  them 
to  be  individually  true,  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  persons  of  whom  they  were  related  were 
fair  and  average  specimens  of  the  class  to 
which  they  belonged.  Certain  it  is,  that  there 
are  among  the  higher  classes  of  them  many 
men  of  liberal  opinions  and  highly  cultivated 
minds ;  several  who  apply  themselves  to  poetry, 
the  belles-lettres,  and  the  sciences;  while  the 
number  of  literary  and'  patriotic  societies  that 
have  been  formed  of  late  years,  show  that  the 
Russians  appreciate  the  value  of  literature  and 
the  liberal  arts.  To  compare  their  efforts  with 
those  of  other  countries,  some  of  which  have 
long  since  attained,  and  have  now  passed  their 
zenith,  would  be  unjust ;  but  they  certainly  are 
advancing,  and  may  perhaps  distinguish  them* 
selves  in  every  branch  of  science  as  much  as  those 
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who  affect  to  consider  it  impossible  that  taste 
or  knowledge  should  visit  the  geUd  north.  But 
that  theory  which  would  limit  or  parcel  out  in* 
tellect  according  to  climate  ought  surely  not 
to  meet  with  much  regard  from  us,  unless  we 
also  be  disposed  to  relinquish  our  own  pretea* 
sions,  and  consent  to  be  branded  with  the  in- 
suiting  epithet  of  tramontcmu  I  have  been  as- 
sured that  many  of  their  poets  exhibit  a  high 
degree  of  sensibility,  oi  a  far  more  delicate  and 
generous  character  than  the  hackneyed  and 
trim  sentiment  of  the  Italian  schod.  For  un- 
affected sweetness  of  language,  genuine  pathos, 
nobleness  of  thought,  and  moral  grandeur,  Oze- 
rov  is  allowed  to  be,  not  only  by  his  own 
countrymen,  but  many  foreigners,  a  tragic 
poet  that  may  fairly  challenge  the  most  illus- 
trious of  any  other  country,  Shakspeare  alone 
excepted.  Let  us  not,  therefore,  attempt  to 
depreciate  a  nation  to  whom  our  posterity  will 
probably  be  forced  to  concede  the  homage 
which  genius  will  extort  from  all  the  civilized 
world.  Far  let  us  be  from  wishing  to  depict 
them  as  addicted  to  every  failing,  unless,  indeed, 
we  conceive  that  by  so  doing  we  atone  for  our 
own  vices. 

From  this  topic  I  must  now  advert  to  one  less 
satisfactory,  and  which,  I  confess,  put  both 
my  charity  and  patience  to  the  proof.  — We 
began  to  make  preparations  for  our  final  depar- 
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ture  from  St.  Petersburg,  but  many  irksome  and 
tedious  formalities  were  to  be  submitted  to  be- 
fore we  were  at  liberty  to  quit  it.  First,  we 
were  obliged  to  insert  our  names  three  several 
times  in  the  public  papers,  at  the  interval  of  a 
week  between  each  notification.  Thus  we  lost 
three  more  weeks;  a  matter  of  no  slight  im- 
portance in  this  latitude  at  such  an  advanced 
period  of  the  year,  and  under  the  circumstances 
in  which  we  were  placed.  We  were  also  obliged 
to  obtain  from  the  landlord  of  the  hotel  a  cer- 
tificate that  we  had  discharged  our  bill.  These 
precautions  arise  from  the  jealousy  natural  to  a 
despotic  government  *,  which  adopts  these  mea- 

*  The  jealousy  of  the  Russian  government  is  too  noto- 
rious to  require  any  prooft;  yet  to  show  that  even  a  joke 
cannot  be  uttered  with  impunity,  I  will  here  relate  an  anec- 
dote, communicated  to  me  on  unquestionable  authority.  In 
1823,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Arts,  three  ministers 
were  proposed  as  members  ;   on  which  the  vice-president,  a 
man  of  considerable  talent,  and  far  more  of  the  artist  than 
the  courtier,  objected  to  their  admission,  as  being  quite  un* 
qualified.  It  was  urged,  in  reply,  that  they  were  near  the  per- 
son of  the  Emperor,  and  might  be  of  use  to  the  institution. 
In  some  desultory  ^conversation  after  the  meeting  had  broken 
up,  the  vice-president,  animadverting  on  the  ineligibility  of 
those  who  had  been  nominated,  said  that  the  Academy  might 
as  w«ll  have  elected  the  emperor's  do^r:  hman,  as  he  too  was 
near  his  person,  and  quite  as  much  an  artist  as  the  indi- 
viduals in  question.     This  pleasantry  did  not  fail  to  reach 
the  ears  of  Miloradovich,  and  the  unfortunate  wit  was  sum* 
tnoned  before  him,  and  asked  whether  he  really  uttered  the 
remark  imputed  to  hitn.    Disdaining  to  have  recourse  to 
any  subterfuge,  he  replied  that  he  had,  but  quite  jocosely. 
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sures  to  prevent  strangers  from  contracting 
debts,  or  attempting  to  elope  from  ttie  kingdom 
and  defraud  their  creditors.  Such,  in  fact,  is 
the  extent  to  which  this  is  carried,  that  a  British 
merchant,  however  great  his  respectability  and 
presumed  responsibility  to  answer  every  demand, 
would  find  it  utterly  impossible  to  quit  the 
capital  for  his  native  land,  either  on  business, 
amusement,  or  a  visit  to  his  friends,  without  this 
formality,  and  even  finding  security  for  such 
sums  as  he  might  be  indebted  to  others  on  ac* 
count  of  transactions  in  business,  although  he 
should  intend  to  return,  and  should  be  known 
to  possess  property  fully  adequate  to  discharge 
all  claims  upon  him.  This  regulation  has  occa- 
sioned, as  may  be  conceived,  the  most  serious 
inconvenience  to  many  honest  and  highly  re- 
spectable  merchants ;  nor  can  such  restrictions 
but  be  condemned  for  their  harshness,  severity, 
and  illiberality.  Thousands  of  instances,  indeed, 
occur,  where,  however  urgent  and  pressing  the 


and  without  in  the  least  intending  to  reflect  on  those  to 
whom  it  was  applied.  This,  however,  availed  nothing :  he 
was  ordered  to  quit  St.  Petersburg  in  four-and-twenty  hours, 
and  proceed  to  enjoy  the  cool  air  of  Siberia,  as  being  best 
adapted  to  persons  of  his  lively  temperament.  It  is  sus- 
pected, however,  that  no  notice  would  have  been  taken  of 
what  had  passed  had  it  not  been  for  the  president,  who 
was  jealous  of  his  talents,  and  availed  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  get  him  expelled  from  the  institution. 
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occasion  may  be,  the  applicants  would  make  their 
representations  to  the  police  in  vain,  and  the  law 
would  be  most  rigidly  enforced.  That  strangers 
should  not  be  allowed  to  depart,  probably  never 
to  return,  without  having  previously  satisfied 
their  creditors,  although  in  many  cases  even  this 
is  an  unnecessary  degree  of  strictness,  may,  as  a 
general  rule,  be  proper,  and  no  doubt  operate  as 
a  wholesome  check  upon  those  who  might  not 
otherwise  be  very  scrupulous  ;  but  then  if  they 
can  show  that  all  claims  of  this  kind  are  dis- 
charged, or  if  there  are  ample  funds  to  meet  debts 
to  any  extent,  there  can  be  no  reason  for  any 
impediment  or  delay  in  obtaining  a  passport. 
Were  this  system  of  detention  on  account  of 
unpaid  debts  introduced  among  us,  it  might 
cause  some  curious  and  not  a  little  amusing 
incidents,  since  many  of  the  flighty  gentry  would 
be  weather-bound  from  their  inability  to  raise 
the  wind.  As,  however,  enforced  in  Russia, 
and  on  the  very  first  British  subjects  in  point  of 
opulence,  this  law  becomes  unnecessarily  op- 
pressive. We  frequently  heard  of  English  ladies, 
who,  although  anxious  to  return  to  their  own 
country  with  all  expedition,  have  been  detained 
for  weeks  in  consequence  of  insuperable  difficul- 
ties, even  after  they  had  encountered  the  greatest 
embarrassments  in  order  to  obtain  passports.  It 
may  be  doubted  if  there  is  to  be  found  any 
other  country  where   so  many  frivolous  and 
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vexatious  forms  occur  in  this  respect.  The  de- 
lays and  trouble  we  experienced  were  almost 
endless,  and  required  the  exercise  of  all  the 
patience  we  possessed.  For  my  own  part,  in 
the  whole  course  of  travelling  through  Europe, 
I  had  never  been  so  worried  and  tormented  as 
now;  and  this  was  the  case  at  the  same  time 
with  other  English  travellers* 

By  way  of  information  to  our  countrymen  who 
visit  this  place,  it  may  be  here  mentioned,  that 
having  obtained  a  certificate  from  our  landlord  — * 
in  England  a  certificate  of  bankruptcy  is  obtained 
with  less  trouble  —  we  were  obliged  to  deposit 
it  in  the  district  office.  After  this  it  was  taken 
to  the  major  of  the  quarter  to  be  signed  and 
sealed  by  him ;  and  it  was  next  delivered  to  the 
alien  office  to  be  stamped.  This  being  done,  a 
petition  was  presented  to  the  governor  for  a  pass- 
port ;  which  having  been  written  out,  was  taken 
to  him  for  his  subscription  ;  and  should  the  tra^- 
veller,  instead  of  going  by  land,  prefer  proceed- 
ing by  sea,  a  passport  must  be  taken  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, too,  for  the  sanction  of  that  particular 
department.  The  passport  we  brought  from 
Moscow  was  obliged  to  be  produced  and  exa- 
mined. After  we  obtained  evidence  of  the 
farce  of  advertising  —  for  the  police  and  news- 
papers play  into  each  other's  bands  —  we  called 
till  we  were  absolutely  tired  for  the  gover- 
nor's signature.     The  lies  and  excuses  made 
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by  his  servants  were  most  barefaced.  We 
then  addressed  him  by  letter,  entreating  him  to 
authorize  our  departure,  and  after  waiting  ten 
days,  and  going  to  and  fro  to  his  house  almost 
every  hour,  we  demanded  a  personal  interview, 
but  were  refused.  A  second  letter  was  then 
sent,  but  no  notice  taken  of  it ;  so  that,  indeed, 
at  one  time  we  were  almost  disposed  to  give  up 
applying  any  further,  and  to  consider  ourselves 
prisoners  at  once.  All  travellers  will  be  found 
to  be  very  loud  in  their  complaints  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  certainly  not  without  ample  reason ; 
for  it  is  an  evil  that  calls  most  imperiously  for 
correction :  and  I  appeal  to  every  one  who  has 
set  foot  in  Russia,  as  to  the  truth  of  what 
has  been  stated.  If  the  imperial  government 
would  conciliate  English  travellers,  and  obtain 
their  favourable  report,  it  would  act  wisely  in 
abolishing  at  once  such  tyrannical  regulations, 
which  not  only  irritate  those  who  visit  Russia, 
but  deter  others  from  proceeding  thither.  As 
managed  at  present,  the  system  is  most  uselessly 
annoying;  for  all  the  benefit  proposed  from  it 
might  be  obtained  without  occasioning  the  delay 
of  a  single  day.  As  tending  likewise  to  prohibit 
a  nearer  intercourse  with  foreigners,  especially 
those  who  might  be  led  by  other  views  than 
those  of  mere  interest,  this  must  be  prejudicial, 
and  tend  to  retard  the  progress  of  civilization. 
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Having  at  length  obtained  the  passport  that 
had  cost  us  so  much  trouble;,  and  hired  a  Swedish 
servant,  we  took  our  final  leave  of  St.  Peter^urg ; 
and  such  was  our  irritation  at  the  moment,  from 
the  provoking  detention  we  had  experienced, 
that  so  far  from  feeling  any  r^;ret  at  leaving 
this  splendid  city,  we  exulted  as  much  as  if  we 
bad  been  prisoners  escaping  from  captivity. 
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Deparhirefor  Finland*  —  PampooUu  —  German  postmaster. 

—  Finnish  peasantry.  —  Viborg.  —  Miscellaneotis   re^ 
marks.  —  Urpala. —  Hogsfors.  —  Rocky  district.  — Pyttis. 

—  River  Aherfors.  —  Fort  Louisa. —  Ilby.  —  Gallotos. 

Our  steps  were  now  directed  towards  Finland, 
and  about  eleven  versts  from  St  Petersburg  we 
approached  a  lake  formed  of  a  branch  of  the 
Neva,  and  afterwards  a  wood,  extending  to  a  vast 
distance.  On  leaving  Drurushacio,  where  we 
changed  horses,  we  found  the  road  narrow,  hilly, 
and  hemmed  in  to  the  very  edge  of  it  with 
wood.  When  within  view  of  the  Gulf  of  Fin- 
land,  we  passed  some  buildings  occupied  as  a 
paper  manufactory.  Many  parts  of  the  road 
were  laid  with  logs  of  wood.  At  sunset  we 
reached  Balosiki,  where  a  band  of  Russian  pea- 
sants, male  and  female,  were  returning  from  the 
labours  <^  the  field,  chanting  their  wild  airs,  ac- 
companied with  extraordinary  action.  Proceed- 
ing onward  through  a  dark  wood,  we  arrived  at 
Raeitski,  paying  for  twelve  and  a  half  versts  three 
rubles,  or  the  extraordinarily  small  sum  of  one 
penny  farthing  per  English  mile.  Here  we  found 
that  the  authority  of  the  podroshna,  which  had  hi- 
therto plagued  us  so  much  in  Russia,  ceased;  at 
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least,  it  was  not  demanded,  although  hitherto 
not  a  single  horse  could  be  had  without  pro- 
ducing it;  but  now  the  animals  were  furnished 
on  merely  being  caUed  for, — a  proof  we  were 
approaching  happy  Finland.  This  was  suf- 
ficiently confirmed  by  die  dag  or  daybook  being 
produced,  according  to  the  custom  of  that 
country.  Among  other  judicious  regulations 
laid  down,  it  is  ordered  that  the  post-houses  and 
court-yards  should  be  kept  clean  and  comfort- 
able, and  beds  provided,  under  the  penalty  of  a 
fine.  The  weight  of  the  luggage  is  fixed,  and 
postillions  are  prohibited  from  driving  at  a 
quicker  rate  than  seven  English  miles  an  hour. 
These  books  are  examined  monthly  by  a  visitor 
appointed  by  government ;  and  should  any  com- 
plaints be  inserted,  they  are  most  strictly  en- 
quired into,  and  the  postmaster  punished. 

Having  travelled  all  night,  we  reached  Pam- 
poola,  where  we  roused  a  portly  German  from 
his  bed ;  and  although  <<the  iron  tongue  of  mid- 
night was  now  toUing  twelve,"  he  appeared  so 
overjoyed  at  finding  us  to  be  English  traveller^ 
that  he  insisted  on  the  whole  of  bis  family  get- 
ting up,  and  forced  us  to  sit  down  to  refresh- 
ment. It  afforded  us  no  ordinary  gratification 
to  hear  him  speak  in  such  laudatory  terms  of 
Old  England.  Never  could  a  Boniface  be  more 
attentive  to  his  guests ;  for  he  would  not  be  sa^ 
tisfied  till  we  had  partaken  of  his  "  Anno  Do- 
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mini  ale/'  We  soon  found  out  that  he  was  an 
old  son  of  Mars,  with  locks  as  white  as  snow ; 
and  although  he  did  not  shoulder  his  crutch, 
being  sound  in  limb,  yet  he  exhibited  most  un- 
equivocal proofs  of  his  having  been  engaged  in 
the  heat  of  action,  by  pointing  out  the  deep 
scars  he  had  received  when  %hting  under 
Suvarov.  He  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  "  bat^ 
ties  he  had  won  ;*'  but  it  would  have  occupied 
a  long  summer's  day  to  have  heard  his  interest* 
ing  narrative  to  the  end ;  and  we  regretted  that 
we  were  obliged  to  place  an  embargo  on  his 
loquacity,  by  stopping  him  short  in  his  recital, 
and  returning  to  our  carriage*  Never  can  I 
forget  the  kindness,  urbanity,  and  true  hospi- 
tality of  this  old  soldier,  and  trust  that  many 
travellers  will  yet  stop  to  receive  his  courte- 
sies, and  enjoy  his  somewhat  lengthy  histories. 
Kuler  and  Hotocka  were  our  next  stages :  we 
reached  the  latter  in  the  morning,  and  found 
ourselves  among  a  race  of  people  altogether  dif- 
ferent from  those  we  had  hitherto  met,  in  point 
of  dress,  appearance,  physiognomy,  and  manners. 
Among  these  people,  neither  frowzy  beards, 
slovenliness,  nudity,  nor  grim  visages,  were  to  be 
seen ;  on  the  contrary,  they  appeared  to  be  quite 
a  superior  race  to  the  Russian  peasantry.  They 
are  remarkably  fair,  their  hair  almost  resembling 
flax,  cleanly  in  their  habits,  wear  white  clothes, 
and  are  marked  by  a  striking  simplicity  of  man- 
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ners.  We  had  soon  an  opportunity  of  observing 
them  closely ;  for  on  changing  horses  we  were 
surrounded  by  a  number  of  both  sexes^  anxious 
to  render  us  every  possible  assistance.  The 
men  were  wrapped  up  in  wide  and  thick  long 
coats,  as  coarse,  in  fact,  as  a  common  blanket, 
with  blue  sashes  round  their  waists,  and  had 
white  pantaloons  and  boots.  Farther  on  we  met 
some  hundreds  of  carts,  drawn  by  diminutive 
animals,  with  a  live  cargo  of  Finns  proceeding  to 
the  fair  of  Viborg,  who  showed  the  greatest 
politeness,  taking  off  their  hats,  and  making  pro- 
found obeisance  to  us ;  marks  of  respect  I  do 
not  recollect  having  observed  at  any  time  among 
the  Russians.  About  the  fourteenth  verst 
from  the  frontier,  the  first  Finnish  house  made 
its  appearance.  It  was  one  story  in  height, 
built  of  wood,  painted  yellow,  with  a  red 
roof,  and  the  whole,  bizarre  as  it  was,  had  at 
least  a  neat  and  cheerfid  aspect  On  entering 
the  town  of  Viborg,  which,  with  an  extensive 
sheet  of  water,  made  a  picturesque  scene,  we 
passed  a  drawbridge  leading  to  the  gate. 

This  is  a  tolerably  handsome  town,  founded  in 
1293,  and  is  the  capital  of  a  government  of  the 
same  name,  and  the  see  of  a  bishop.  It  stands 
partly  on  a  fortified  eminence  at  the  north-east 
point  of  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  about  110  miles 
north-west  of  St.  Petersburg,  and  h^  a  popu- 
lation of  about  9500.     There  are  four  churches 
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here  of  the  Russian,  Catholic,  Lutheran,  and 
Finnish  persuasions^  and  there  is  one  principal 
street,  with  two  others  running  parallel  to  it.    It 
may  be  inferred  that  the  Citizens  are  not  much 
diqsosed  to  engage  in  litigation,  —  if  they  be,  I 
know  not  how  they  indulge  in  such  a  disposition, 
for  there  are  no  courts  of  law,  all  legal  matters 
being  settled  by  the  police :  and  should  this  cir- 
cumstance be  thought  not  to  argue  much  in 
favour  of  the  degree  of  civilization  to  which 
they  have  attained^  it  must  at  least  be  allowed  to 
be  a  pretty  convincing  proof  of  their  simplicity, 
and  plain,  straight-forward  dealing*     It  cannot 
be  added  that  there  are  no  beggars,  but  they  are 
permitted  to  exercise  their  vocation  only  on 
Saturdays;  which,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  rather 
a  carious  regulation.    Lest,  however,  it  should 
be  conceived  that  the  place  has  no  signs  what- 
ever of  polished  life,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 
state  that  it  has  a  public  theatre,  where  pieces 
are  performed  in  the  Swedish  and  German  lan- 
guages ;  and  likewise  a  military  garrison,  although 
the  cannon  are  now  in  a  dismounted  state ;  so 
that  the  inhabitants  appear  to  be  at  peace  both 
with  their  neighbours  and  among  themselves. 
We  observed  great  quantities  of  red  berries, 
somewhat  like  cranberries,   exposed  for   sale, 
and  also  of  bark  neatly  put  up  like  cord,  and 
folded  into  balls,  or  the  form  of  large  bullets. 
Health  and  robustness,  rather  than  beauty,  seem 
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to  be  the  characteristics  of  the  females,  except 
ruddy  cheeks  constitute  any  claim  to  the  latter 
quality;  neither  do  they  appear  greatly  to 
study  the  art  of  setting  off  their  persons  to 
the  best  advantage,  their  principal  attire  being 
jackets  and  coloured  petticoats.  That  they  are 
not  remarkably  delicate  in  point  of  constitotion, 
is  evident  from  their  not  having  recourse^  even 
in  such  a  climate,  to  shoes  and  stockings.  The 
hotel  at  which  we  put  up  was  kept  by  a  native 
of  Como  in  Italy,  and  is  delightfully  situate 
within  view  of  a  lake.* 

Having  now  got  beyond  the  latitude  of  postil- 
lions, our  Swedish  servant  was  obliged  to  mount 
the  box,  and  take  the  reins.  On  leaving  Vi- 
borg,  we  found  the  road  narrow,  but  in  most 
excellent  order.  We  crossed  several  bridges  of 
wood,  of  great  length,  and  fenced  with  substan- 
tial railing.  The  views  around  were  highly  ro- 
mantic, and  approached  in  wild  beauty  to  many 
in  Norway.  Several  of  the  cottages  were  formed 
of  rafters  of  wood,  morticed  into  each  other, 
and  laid  on  blocks  of  granite  four  feetin  length ; 
a  firm,  if  not  elegant,  mode  of  building.  Among 
all  the  peasantry  here  a  great  degree  of  comfort 
seemed  to  prevail ;  for  we  found  no  symptoms 
of  misery  or  squalidity.     All,  in  short,  were  well 

*  The  charges  here  were  —  tea  and  coffee,  2|  rubles ;  din- 
ner, 5  rub. ;  medoc  wine,  5  rub. ;  madeira,  5  rub. ;  chaoa- 
pagne,  6  rub. ;  breakfast,  2^  rub. ;  lodging  per  night,  2J  rub. 
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clothed,  healthy,  and  apparently  contented. 
At  a  post-house,  near  to  which  stands  the  hand- 
some villa  of  a  merchant,  where  fresh  horses  were 
brought  out,  we  heard  a  smattering  of  broken 
£nglish  from  a  native,  who  addressed  us,  and 
boasted  to  the  gazers  around  that  he  had  been  in 
the  British  capital,  and  was  capable  of  speaking 
that  language. 

During  the  next  stage,  we,  for  the  first  time  in 
this  country,  observed  the  snow-plough.  This, 
it  may  be  remarked,  was  in  the  form  of  the  pri- 
meval instrument  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture, 
but  had  one  side  longer  than  the  other,  and  was 
composed  of  two  stakes  joined  together,  so  as  to 
form  an  acute  angle.  The  patches  of  land  taken 
in  for  tillage  were  inclosed  with  wooden  palings, 
formed  of  poles  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in 
height,  fixed  .upright  in  the  ground,  and  six 
feet  distant  from  each  other.  Between  these 
are  placed,  sometimes  horizontally,  at  others 
obliquely,  spars  of  wood  like  steps,  about  four 
inches  in  breadth.  At  certain  distances,  too,  are 
stakes  projecting  from  the  former  on  each  side, 
to  give  them  greater  solidity.  During  this  sta- 
tion the  horses  were  small,  but  sure-footed,  and 
travelled  at  a  gallop.  It  is  the  practice  here, 
when  horses  are  warm,  for  the  drivers  to  take 
hold  of  them  by  the  nostrils,  and  pinch  and 
shake  their  heads  violently.  From  the  fine  state 
of  the  roads,  —  which  are  formed  of  gravel,  and 
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adorned  on  each  side  with  beautiM  trees,  among 
which  the  willow*  and  the  verdant  tapering  fir 
were  finely  contrasted  to  the  autumnal  tint  of  the 
birch, —  we  might  have  imagined  ourselves  to  be 
travelling  along  the  avenue  of  some  chiteauu 
We  were  now  near  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  which 
soon  after  came  into  view.  In  this  part  of  the 
country,  children,  not  more  than  four  years  of 
age,  are  actually  dressed  like  old  men,  with  high 
night-caps,  coarse  striped  jackets,  and  enormous 
boots,  so  that  they  look  like  dwarfs.  Potatoes 
are  highly  prized  in  Finland,  since  every  part  of 
them  is  applied  to  some  purpose ;  the  tops  or 
leaves,  for  instance,  are  most  carefully  collected 
and  preserved,  as  also  the  stalks  of  peas  and 
beans,  which  are  hung  up  to  dry  on  poles, 
and  which  have  an  exceedingly  odd  appearance^ 
many  of  them  actually  resembling  scarecrows. 
Most  of  the  houses  in  the  villages  are  covered 
with  turfy  and  at  the  back  of  them  are  poles  like 
flag-stafis,  with  vanes,  rising  considerably  higher 
than  the  buildings.  Here  we  observed  no  fe- 
males lolling,  sauntering,  and  chattering  about 
their  doors  in  groups,  as  in  Russia ;  but  most  of* 
them  were  employed,  many  being  occupied  in 
knitting  stockings,  at   the  same  time  singing 

*  It  is  eaid  that  the  bark  of  the  willow-tree,  burned  to 
afhes,  and  mixed  with  strong  vinegar,  forms  a  lixivium  which 
effectually  eradicates,  by  repeated  application,  warts,  corns, 
and  other  cutaneous  excrescences. 
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merrily*  and  enjoying  the  beauty  of  a  brilliant 
sunny  day.  An  English  farmer  would,  doubt- 
less, express  his  dissatisfaction  at  the  state  of 
some  of  the  fields,  they  being  crowded  with 
burned  stumps  and  roots  of  trees.* 

With  regard  to  posting  in  this  country,  it 
may  be  right  to  observe,  that  although  you  must 
take  your  own  servant  as  a  postillion,  he  is  ac- 
companied, from  each  post-house  to  the  next 
station,  by  a  person  whose  business  is  to  take 
back  the  horses. 

We  were  frequentiy  accosted  by  peasants,  who 
offered  to  sell  us  game  which  they  had  taken  in 
snares ;  and  as  a  proof  of  its  cheapness,  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  we  bought  a  large  pheasant 
for  ten-pence,  and  a  huge  black  cock  for  two- 
pence* 

On  departing  from  Lake  Valeoki,  where  we 
dined,  we  beheld  a  church,  the  first  since  we 
had  quitted  Viborg,  built  and  roofed  with  wood. 
At  many  of  the  post-houses  is  a  magazine,  ap- 
propriated as  a  dep6t  for  provisions  for  the  use 
of  the  military.  There  was  one  at  Urpala,  of  one 
story  in  height,  and  near  500  feet  in  length.  On 
proceeding,  the  admirable  state  of  the  roads  con- 
tinued ;  and  on  the  sides  of  them  were  monstrous 
blocks  of  red  granite  tossed,  jumbled,  and  split, 

*  An  extraordinary  circumstaQce  occurred  in  Uiis  country 
some  years  ago ;  a  piece  of  land,  4000  square  ells  in  extent, 
sunk  fifteen  fathoms,  but  most  of  the  inhabitants  were  saved. 
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as  if  by  some  terrible  convulsion  of  nature,  yet 
some  of  them  as  nicely  cut  in  two  as  if  it  had 
been  done  by  the  most  expert  mason.  It  is  ex- 
traordinary that  in  a  country  where  there  is  such 
abundance  of  stone,  houses  should  not  be  built  of 
them  instead  of  wood,  if  merely  in  order  to  guard 
against  those  extensive  fires  that  frequently  occur 
here. 

The  Finns  do  not  appear  to  have  as  yet  ac- 
quired much  skill  in  the  art  of  breaking-in 
horses,  for  the  animals  are  very  restive,  and 
almost  as  wild  as  if  no  attempt  whatever  had 
been  made  to  tame  them.  Unless^  therefore, 
they  are  kept  tightly  reined  and  harnessed,  they 
are  apt  to  turn  out  of  the  road  and  re^t  the 
efibrts  of  the  driver  to  urge  them  forwards ;  and 
it  is  a  thousand  to  one  but  that  the  carriage  is 
upset :  indeed,  it  is  necessary  that  a  traveller 
should  bring  his  own  harness,  as  that  in  use 
here  is  very  weak,  and  continually  breaking.  On 
this  account  we  were  often  obliged  to  stop ;  and 
at  one  time  the  animals  were  so  fierce  and  ungo- 
vernable, that  they  started  out  of  the  road,  and 
ran  among  some  large  stones,  while  the  wheels 
grazed  against  an  enormous  piece  of  granite,  so 
that  it  was  altogether  a  miracle  that  our  vehicle 
was  not  dashed  in  pieces.  On  our  servant  whip- 
ping the  horses,  the  person  who  was  to  take  them 
back,  took  off  his  hat  and  bowed,  earnestly  en- 
treating him  to  spare  them.  Humane  as  this 
may  appear  to  be,  it  was  by  no  means  quite  dis- 
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interested;  for  as  one  of  the  horses,  at  least, 
generally  belongs  to  these  men,  they  only  plead 
in  behalf  of  that  which  is  their  own  property, 
leaving  the  driver  to  flog  the  other  as  much  as 
he  pleases. 

After  passing  innumerable  bridges,  we  came  in 
sight  of  a  beautiful  piece  of  water,  with  a  great 
many  islands ;  and  in  some  parts  the  road  ran 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  it 

At  Fredericksham,  a  fortified  town  built  by 
Frederick  the  Great,  the  greater  part  of  which 
had  been  burned,  houses  were  building.  It  was 
here  that,  in  1783,  an  interview,  which  lasted 
three  days,  took  place  between  the  Empress  of 
Russia  and  the  King  of  Sweden.  On  reaching 
the  gate  at  the  other  side  of  the  town,  the  pass« 
port,  which  had  been  returned  from  the  governor, 
was  again  demanded,  making  the  third  time  of 
our  being  called  upon  to  produce  it,  in  passing 
through  this  small  place.  At  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening  we  reached  Hogsfors,  after  having  tra- 
velled 130  versts  from  six  in  the  morning.  This 
spot  is  most  romantically  situate,  there  being 
a  number  of  large  cascades,  which  afford  a  supply 
of  water  for  turning  many  mills  for  grinding 
corn. 

Next  morning,  on  setting  out  at  eight  o'clock, 
the  fog  was  as  thick  as  it  frequently  is  in  London 
during  the  month  of  December,  whereby  we 
were  prevented    from    seeing    the    diversified 
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scenery  around  this  truly  beautiful  place.  It  is 
not  a  little  remarkable  to  find  so  excellent  a  road 
in  a  district  abounding  with  sudi  tremendous 
precipices  and  rocks,  tossed  and  split  into  thou- 
sands of  shapes.  In  fact,  unless  it  be  the  lava 
about  Etna,  I  never  saw  in  any  country  such 
terrific  masses  of  large  stones.  Snow-ploughs 
were  lying  at  the. side  of  the  road;  and  here 
there  is  doubtless  ample  occasion  for  them  dur- 
ing snowy  weather.  The  women  appear  ebcceed- 
ingly  good  housewives  of  their  time,  for,  like  the 
Welsh,  they  employ  themselves  in  knitting  while 
walking,  although  proceeding  to  ever  so  short  a 
distande. 

After  passing  through  several  villages,  we 
came  first  to  Broby,  beyond  which  the  country 
is  flat,  but  well  cultivated;  and  afterwards  to 
Fyttis,  a  considerable  village,  situate  on  a 
river  of  that  name,  which  glides  gently  past  it. 
There  is  one  church,  with  a  prodigiously  lofty 
roof,  quite  out  of  proportion  to  the  body  of  the 
building,  covered  with  small  pieces  of  wood,  one 
overlapping  the  other,  in  imitation  of  slate.  In 
the  church-yard  the  graves  are  covered  with  a 
roof  resting  on  piles  of  wood  at  each  comer, 
within  two  feet  of  the  ground,  and  between  it 
and  the  latter  are  railings,  so  that  they  have  a  ' 
considerable  resemblance  to  hen-coops.  After 
leaving  this  place,  the  road  wound  among  the ' 
rocks,  and  a  chsurming  valley  came  into  view. 
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where  w^e  some  houses  painted  of  a  claret  co- 
lour, and  one  story  in  height  The  juniper  trae 
is  here  generally  about  twenty  feet  in  height.  . 

The  river  Aberfors,  which  divides  Russiaui 
from  what  was  lately  Swedish  Finland,  and  which 
now  burst  into  view,  is  of  considerable  breadth, 
and  its  banks  are  ornamented  with  spruce.fir:to 
their  very  edge,  throwing  a  fine  dark  gloom  on 
the  glossy  surface  of  the  stream,  while  the.  scenery 
around  is  highly  beautiful,  and  possesses  great 
variety  of  character.  Finland  may,  indeed,  be 
well  described  as  a  country  where — 

"  Woods,  hillsi  and  valleys  difliise 
A  laatiog  and  sacred  delighl." 

Many  persons  were  occupied  in  chopping  juni- 
per trees  into  small  pieces,  which  are  afterwards 
thrown  into  heaps  in  the  farm-yards,  in  order  to 
be  trodden  under  the  feet  of  the  cattle,  so  as  to 
be  mixed  with  their  dung,  for  manure. 

After  travelling  through  the  most  romantic 
scenery  that  imagination  can  figure,  we  reached 
the  post-house  of  Starby.  Among  the  different 
amusements  of  the  Finlanders,  may  be  reckoned 
that  of  swinging.  The  machine  used  for  this 
purpose,  and  which  is  to  be  seen  in  every  village, 
consists  of  upright  logs  of  wood  placed  ten  feet 
distant  from  each  other;  and  on  the  top  of 
these  is  a  cross  bar,  from  which  is  suspended  a 
square  piece  of  wood,  with  a  seat  wide  enough 
for  two  persons. 
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Around  the  fortress  called  Louisa  is  some 
beautiful  scenery,  with  several  windmills  on  an 
elevation  dose  to,  and  looking  down  on  the 
town.  This  fortification  is  situate  on  an  arm  of 
the  Gulf,  about  the  breadth  of  the  Thames.  Be- 
fore entering  the  town  we  passed  another  square 
fortification  of  stone,  built  so  as  to  command  the 
road.  The  roofs  of  the  houses  are  covered  with 
green  turf;  and  it  was  a  singular  sight  to  see 
some  of  the  natives  reposing  among  the  grass  on 
them,  basking  in  the  sun,  and  with  as  much  de- 
light and  satisfaction  as  if  they  had  been  in  an 
open  field.  The  children  are  very  beautiful,  and 
have  remarkably  white  hair ;  nor  are  the  women 
less  comely.  Many  of  them  were  busily  occu- 
pied with  their  needle  and  the  distafi^  within  and 
without  doors,  and  there  was  a  peculiar  modesty 
and  calm  demeanour  about  them,  truly  indicative 
of  serenity  and  content. 

"  How  bless'd  the  maid  whose  bosom 
No  headstrong  passion  knows ! 
Her  days  in  joy  she  passes, 
Her  nights  in  calm  repose." 

Before  the  shops  are  lofty  poles,  twenty  or 
thirty  feet  high,  on  which  are  suspended,  by  way 
of  signs,  figures  of  wood  or  tin,  indicative  of  the 
trade  carried  on,  or  the  articles  sold  j  and  when 
viewed  from  the  end  of  a  street,  they  present  a 
very  curious  appearance. 
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A  fine  prospect  is  presented  from  the  rocks 
hanging  over  the  town,  where  the  white  chim- 
neys, contrasted  with  the  green  "fields'*  on  the 
summit  of  the  houses,  have  a  very  pleasing 
effect. 

We  afterwards  reached  Perno,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Nyland,  whose  situation  is  very  pic- 
turesque. The  islands  in  the  Gulf,  the  nu- 
merous windmills  in  motion,  and  hills  around, 
the  church,  and  its  antiquated  wooden  belfry 
detached,  add  to  the  interest  of  the  picture. 

Our  driver  was  a  humble  Swedish  son  of  Cris- 
pin, who  had,  some  years  before,  gone  to  Russia; 
but  being  unsuccessful,  he  now  was  heartily 
glad  to  return  to  his  native  land ;  but  he  accom- 
plished this  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  being 
obliged  to  pass  himself  as  an  Englishman,  which 
he  was  able  to  do  as  he  had  a  smattering  of  the 
language.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  a 
foreigner,  but  more  especially  an  artisan,  expe- 
riences extreme  difficulty  in  getting  out  of  Rus- 
sia, the  government  being  anxious  to  keep  as 
many  of  this  class  within  the  empire,  as  possible, 
especially  in  St.  Petersburg. 

At  the  post-houses,  on  what  was  formerly  the 
Swedish  side,  are  small  pieces  of  black  tin  pro- 
jecting from  a  high  pole,  with  the  representation 
of  a  white  horse  on  one  side,  and  three  crowns 
on  the  other,  with  an  uplifted  arm  and  sword  on 
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each.  Great  caution  was  observed  to  prevent 
accident,  as  in  every  part  of  the  road  where  the 
slightest  degree  of  danger  was  to  be  apprefaendfid, 
were  substantial  wooden  palings.  Considering 
the  advanced  state  of  the  season,  it  being  now 
the  month  of  October,  it  was  surprising,  in  this 
latitude,  to  see  the  trees  so  remarkably  green, 
and  also  to  hear  the  delightful  chorus  of  the 
feathered  tribe. 

Continuing  our  route  along  the  same  admira^ 
ble  line  of  road,  we  arrived  at  the  post-house  of 
Ilby,  where  was  a  board,  on  which  was  written 
not  only  the  distances  between  the  stations,  but 
the  prices  of  posting,  which  were  sixty  copecs  a 
Finnish  mile  (equal  to  six  of  English  measure). 
We  found  the  same  reduction  of  the  mon^  we 
had  brought,  the  eighty  copec  pieces  being  now 
worth  only  seventy-five.  At  night-&ll  a  great 
exhalation  rose  in  the  valleys,  forming  a  complete 
optical  deception.  In  some  parts,  at  a  distance, 
it  resembled  an  extensive  sea,  and  at  others  an 
expanse  of  smoke  ;  and  it  bore  a  strong  resem- 
blance to  the  mirage  I  had  observed  in  the  de- 
serts of  Egypt,  where  birds,  mistaking  it  for 
water,  actually  skim  over  it,  which  often  prompted 
me  to  exclaim,  — 

**  Are  ye  fantastical,  or  that  indeed 
Which  outwardljr  ye  show  ?  " 
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At  the  inn  of  Borgo  we  were  received .  by 
a  gigantic  landlady,  who  was  all  bustle,  like 
Mrs.  Cheshire  in  the  play  ;  and  seemed  resolved 
that  every  thing  should  be  shown  off  to  the 
best  advantage,  for  she  ordered  six  large  can- 
dles to  be  set  upon  the  table.  A  bountifbl 
supper  of  game  was  set  out,  with  an  enormous 
crystal  bottle  of  spirits^ 

We  afterwards  travelled  along  a  pleasant 
coantry  of  hill  and  valley,  adorned  with  wood, 
and  a  winding  river,  and  reached  Veckost,  when 
the  horses  were  brought  from  the  stable  in  a 
moment.  The  mode  of  travelling  here  is  gene- 
rally in  a  bumble  vehicle  kept  at  the  post-houses, 
similar  to  a  cart  drawn  by  one  horse,  with  alight 
chair  in  the  centre,  sometimes  suspended  on 
springs,  at  others  fastened  with  ropes  attached  to 
a  ring  on  each  side. 

A  miserable  sight  was  presented  of  the  remains 
of  a  person  who  had  forfeited  his  life  to  the  laws 
of  his  country  ;  yet— * 

**  Strch  spectacles^  though  they  are  sad,  are  just." 

A  quarrel  had  taken  place  between  him  and  his 
wife,  whom  he  laid  hold  of  while  she  was  churn- 
ing, and  beat  her  so  violently  with  the  handle  of 
the  churn,  as  to  occasion  her  death.  Three 
gallows,  or  rather  strong  posts,  twenty  feet  in 
height,  were  erected  a  short  distance  from  each 
othen     That  in  the  centre  had  the  form  of  a 
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wheel  laid  horizontally  at  top,  with  a  ladder 
placed  at  the  foot  of  it.  The  head  of  the  criminal 
was  first  struck  ofi)  and  fixed  on  the  top  of  the 
wheel  to  the  right,  and  the  hand  which  directed 
the  fatal  blow  on  that  to  the  left.  In  the  centre 
was  the  body  in  its  clothes,  with  the  arms  ex- 
tended, and  the  legs  hanging  down.  These  dis- 
mal objects  were  fixed  upon  an  elevation  a  short 
distance  from  the  road,  and  the  back  was  sur- 
rounded with  dark  wood,  which  threw  a  gloomy 
horror  over  the  scene.*     By  a  law  of  Finland, 

*  Places  of  execution  out  of  a  town,  hanging  in  a  cap 
with  tlie  aryis  bound,  conveyance  on  a  cart  or  sledge,  and 
the  claim  of  the  executioner  to  the  culprit's  clothes,  are  of 
classical  antiquity.  Formerly  the  victims  of  the  law  were 
left  hanging  longer ;  a  murderer  being  suspended  even  three 
days.  Among  the  Romans  an  executioner  was  not  permitted 
to  reside  in  the  town ;  a  prohibition  which  still  exists  in 
Germany.  In  England,  he  formerly  wore  a  white  apron  if 
he  had  beheaded  a  state  criminal,  and  was  vulgarly  dubbed 
**  Esquire  "  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  The  name 
of  Jack  Ketch  was  that  of  a  practitioner  whose  wife  de- 
clared that  any  bungler  might  put  a  man  to  death,  but  her 
husband  alone  knew  how  to  make  him  die  *'  sweetly."  Expo- 
sure of  the  body  reminds  us  of  a  positive  law  introduced 
under  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  prohibiting  those  of  male- 
factors to  "  remain  all  night  upon  the  tree ;  but  thou  shalt 
in  anywise  bury  him  that  day,  that  thy  land  be  not  defiled," 
Deut.  xxi.  23. 

When  Constantine  abolished  crucifixion,  the  Roman 
furca  took  the  form  of  our  gallows.  In  France  it  had  either 
a  single,  double,  or  treble  frame,  denoting  the  rank  of  the 
territorial  seigneur,  whether  gentleman,  knight,  or  baron. 
The  ancient  gallows  near  London  had  hooks  for  eviscerating, 
quartering,  &c.  the  bodies  of  criminals.    In  the  fifteenth 


APPEAL   TO   THE  EMPEROR.  163 

Still  in  force,  although  the  country  is  under  the 
dominion  of  Russia,  the  crime  of  murder  is  pu- 
nished capitally.  On  sentence  being  pronounced, 
if  the  criminal  be  so  disposed,  he  may  appeal  to 
a  second  tribunal,  and  should  his  sentence  be 
confirmed,  to  the  Emperor  himself^  whose  deci- 
sion is  final.  The  only  difference  of  punishment 
is  in  cases  of  parricide,  when  the  arms  and  body 
of  the  miserable  culprit  undergo  complete  muti- 
lation. 

There  are  small  houses  scattered  over  the 
meadows,  to  afford  shelter  to  cattle  during  the 
inclement  season ;  which  appear  infinitely  more 
substantial  and  comfortable  than  many  of  the 
cabins  of  the  Irish  peasantry. 


century  the  top  was  made  to  move  up  and  down  like  the 
beam  of  a  pair  of  scales.  At  one  end  hung  a  halter,  and  at 
the  other  a  large  weight.  The  halter  was  drawn  down,  and 
being  put  round  the  neck  of  the  criminal,  the  weight  of  the 
other  end  lifted  him  from  the  ground.  In  illustration  of  the 
distinction  qfranks^  a  curious  circumstance  occurred  in  the 
reign  of  James  I.,  when  Lord  Sanquhar,  who  procured  the 
murder  of  a  fencing-master,  was  executed  in  Great  Palace 
Yard.  Two  men,  who  committed  the  act,  were  also  hanged  in 
Fleet  Street,  and  one  of  the  gibbets  was  higher  by  the  length 
of  a  man ;  one  of  these  persons  being  a  gentleman,  and  claim- 
ing the  honour  of  such  an  elevation. 
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Paper-money^  —  Chaises* — HenrkisdahL  —  HdsingJ^s.  — 
Fortress  of  Sveaborg.  —  Prisoners.  —  An  extraordinary 
old  maid.  —  Changing  Russian  for  Sxoedish  money.  — 
Scene  at  an  inn*  ^  Scenery*  —  Honesty  of  the  post-masierSn 
*—  Beautiful  country.-^  Arrioal  at  Abo. 

PAPER-money,  in  this  country,  is  preferred  to 
the  silver  ruble:  although  the  value  of  some 
was  100,  yet  they  were  refused  to  be  taken 
for  more  than  60  copecs.  Some  of  the  one^ 
horse  chaises,  kept  by  persons  for  their  own  tra- 
velling, are  remarkably  neat  They  are  hung 
low,  and  have  long  shafts:  the  body  is  open, 
and  sufficiently  long  in  front  to  admit  of  a  per- 
son's stretching  his  limbs  at  full  length ;  and  it 
has  also  a  leather  apron,  and  a  small  pocket  in 
the  back,  for  a  box,  with  nails,  grease^  &c. 
Behind  is  a  small  elevated  seat  of  iron,  with 
leather  cushions,  for  a  servant ;  beneath  which 
is  a  portmanteau,  and  sufficient  room  for  a 
trunk.  On  each  side  is  a  raised  screen  of  iron, 
covered  with  leather,  to  protect  the  ba^age 
from  being  sprayed  with  mud. 

In  this  district  the  females  are  stout-made, 
good-looking,  and  with  fair  hain  The  other  sex 
allow  their  hair  to  grow  so  long  and  bushy,  as 
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almost  completely  to  cover  the  face,  so  that  one 
would  imagine  that  the  use  of  scissors  was  quite 
unknown  here.  No  symptoms  of  poverty  were 
to  be  discovered  among  the  peasantry^  all  being 
comfortably  clothed;  neither  did  we  see  any 
beggars  on  the  road.  The  country,  which  is 
delightful,  abounds  with  both  birch  and  spruce 
fir ;  and  many  of  the  rocks  are  covered  with 
white  moss. 

On  changing  horses  at  Henricksdahl,  we  step- 
ped into  the  post-house,  and  found  the  kitchen 
crowded  with  peasants  at  dinner,  who  were  de- 
vouring every  thing  within  their  reach  with  vo* 
racious  appetites,  while  their  long  hair  swept 
the  plates.  Some  of  the  females  had  merely  a 
shift  and  petticoat  The  bread  was  in  the  shape 
of  large  round  cakes  ;  and  enormous  quantities 
of  these  were  hanging  from  the  ceiling,  on 
sticks  thrust  through  a  hole  in  the  centre  of 
them. 

Helsingfors  came  into  view  at  the  extremity 
of  a  very  extensive  valley ;  and  we  afterwards 
travelled  along  the  side  of  the  water,  where  the 
prospect  was  prodigiously  grand,  both  the 
islands  and  the  opposite  shores  being  covered 
with  wood  J  and  we  were  quite  in  raptures  with 
the  deUghtful  scenery.  The  mile*stones  here- 
abouts are  pieces  of  granite,  in  the  form  of  a 
pyramid,    three  feet  in    height,    and    two  in 
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breadth,  set  up  on  a  pile  of  stones ;  and  the 
letters  on  them  are  gilt. 

Helsingfors,  a  seaport,  founded  by  Gusta- 
vus  I.,  may  be  considered  as  the  chief  town  in  the 
province  of  Nyland.  It  is  entirely  built  among 
rocks,  which  are  highly  picturesque :  many  of 
the  houses  are  constructed  of  wood,  in  the 
old  Finnish  mode ;  and  the  streets  are  narrow. 
From  the  number  of  new  buildings  in  progress, 
quite  on  the  Russian  plan,  (consisting  of  two  or 
three  stories,  of  stone,  or  of  brick,  coated  with 
plaster,  and  roofs  of  sheet-iron,  painted  brown 
or  green,)  all  traces  of  a  Finnish  town  will  soon 
disappear,  and  St  Petersburg  will  be  repre- 
sented here  in  miniature.  The  town  was  once 
totally  destroyed  by  fire.  The  population  is 
9000,  exclusive  of  the  military.  The  building 
containing  the  senate-house,  and  other  public 
offices,  is  a  noble  edifice,  with  Ionic  columns, 
and  is  situated  in  a  square  that  has  been  lately 
formed.  In  the  interior  court  is  a  large  hall, 
with  an  arched  roof,  where  the  senators  sit 
daily,  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock.  There  was 
a  table,  covered  with  scarlet  cloth,  surrounded 
by  eighteen  gilded  chairs,  that  of  the  president 
at  the  top  :  likewise  a  throne  and  canopy,  with 
an  elegant  chair  set  apart  for  the  Emperor, 
which  is  the  one  in  which  Alexander  was 
crowned  at  Moscow.  The  expence  of  building 
this  edifice  was  1,000,000  rubles ;  and  its  unne- 
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cessary  magnitude  has  been  the  cause  of  much 
discontent.  In  another  part  of  the  square  stands 
the  governor's  residence ;  and  opposite  to  it  is 
a  guard-house. 

The  harbour  is  of  great  breadth,  and  said  to 
be  the  best  on  the  Baltic  coast ;  and  it  is  pro- 
posed to  adorn  it  with  trees  and  walks.  The 
judges  are  elected  for  three  years,  and  have  sa- 
laries of  2000  rubles.  That  of  the  governor  is 
10,000;  of  the  principal  secretary,  1500;  and 
of  the  subordinate  secretaries,  from  400  to  900 
rubles. 

There  are  three  hospitals  here,  which  are 
wooden  buildings,  situated  upon  an  elevation  a 
short  distance  from  the  town.  A  few  good  shops 
are  to  be  seen  ;  but  there  is  no  theatre.  Under 
the  present  government,  the  taxes  amount  to 
one  fourth  more  than  when  the  place  was  sub- 
ject to  the  dominion  of  the  Swedes.  Robberies 
are  not  frequent ;  and  when  they  do  occur,  are 
almost  always  committed  by  Russian  deserters, 
the  Finns  being  in  general  distinguished  for  their 
moral  and  religious  principles.  The  Russians 
are  extremely  disliked  in  this  place,  although 
the  late  Emperor  was  popular.  The  natives 
rarely  attain  four-score  years,  which  are  here 
considered  as  an  extraordinary  great  age.  The 
deaths  of  children  chiefly  arise  from  the  effects 
of  small-pox,  there  being  a  great  prejudice,  on 
the  part  of  the  Finns,  against  vaccination.     It 
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sometimes  occurs  that  the  natives  are  seized 
with  a  pungent  pain  in  the  hand  or  face,  which 
frequently  proves  fetal.  This  is  more  frequently 
the  case  in  marshy  plains,  during  the  autumnal 
months ;  and  it  has  been  discovered,  by  medical 
men,  that  it  is  occasioned  by  a  worm  that  pene- 
trates into  the  flesh,  and  which  has  been  deoop* 
minated  the  furia  infemalis. 

Its  vicinity  to  the  important  fortress  of  Svea- 
borg,  which  was  once  the  principal  bulwark  of 
Finland,  will  always  render  Helsingforth  a  place 
of  note.  This  fort  was  most  treacherously  and  in- 
famously given  up  to  the  Russians  in  1808,  other- 
wise no  force  brought  against  it  could  have  pos* 
sibly  wrested  it  from  the  Swedes ;  and  if  it  is  not 
entitled  to  be  ranked  as  the  very  first,  it  may  per- 
haps be  considered  as  inferior  to  no  other  fortress 
in  the  world.  Being  anxious  to  visit  it,  we  sent 
a  note  to  the  governor,  and,  contrary  to  our  ex- 
pectations, -—  for  there  is  always  a  certain  degree 
of  jealousy  of  strangers  on  the  part  of  those  who 
hold  a  command  in  such  fortifications,  -~  we  were 
waited  upon  by  Graf  Erfelt,  a  young  Swedish 
colonel  in  the  Russian  service,  and  aide-de»camp 
to  the  governor.  This  gentleman  spoke  English 
flMently,  having  resided  at  one  time  in  Edinburgh  ; 
and  he  mentioned  in  most  flattering  terms  the 
civilities  he  experienced  in  that  city.  He  in- 
formed us  he  had  directions  from  the  governor  to 
accompany  us  over  the  whole  place  the  next  day. 
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At  the  appointed  time,  we  were  conducted  by 
him  to  the  harbour,  where  an  elegant  barge  be- 
longing to  the  governor,  with  a  green  awning» 
and  rowed  by  twelve  sailors  dressed  in  white 
trowsers,  striped  jackets  and  caps,  was  in  waiting. 
The  boat  was  rowed  two  miles  across  the  harbour 
to  an  island  on  the  opposite  side,  the  situation 
of  which  reminded  me  of  Port  St.  Mary,  near 
Cadizt     On  our  arrival,  we  were  met  by  several 
officers,  and  conducted  over  the  fortress,  where, 
most  formidable  as  all  around  appeared,  many 
persons  were  actively  engaged  in  adding  still 
further   to   the   strength    of  the   place.      Not 
only  did  the   hurry  with  which  we  were  led 
from  one  part  to  another  allow  too  little  time  for 
observation,  and  preclude  the  possibility  of  taking 
notes,  but  even  the  attempt  to  do  so  might  have 
excited  suspicion,  and  have  been  attended  with 
some  unpleasant  circumstances.    I  can  therefore 
only  say,  that  both  from  its  situation  and  natural 
strength,  and  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  fortified,  this  fortress  appears  to  be 
altogether  impregnable.     This  spot,  which  may 
be  considered  the  key  of  Finland,  as  much  as 
Malta  is  that  of  the  Mediterranean,  is  situated 
on   seven  islands,  composed  entirely  of  rocks 
connected   together   by  bridges  of  boats,  and 
covered  with  houses,  docks,  barracks,  hospitals, 
prisons,  so  that,  in  fact,  it  appears  to  be  a  clus- 
ter of  small  towns.     The  whole  exhibits  a  most 
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wonderful  proof  of  the  genius  and  activity  which 
distinguished  those  who  were  employed  in  im- 
proving the  advantages  that  nature  had  be- 
stowed, by  forming  such  tremendous  bulwarks 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  The  greatest 
danger  to  be  apprehended  is  from  an  enemy's 
vessel  attempting  to  enter  the  place  by  sea, 
through  a  narrow  channel  over  which  the  rocks 
hang.  Supposing,  however,  a  passage  was  ef- 
fected through  this  strait,  the  vessels  would  have 
afterwards  to  encounter  concealed  batteries,  and 
thus  it  would  be  altogether  doubtful  if  they  could 
possibly  penetrate  to  Helsingfors.  In  one  place 
is  a  flight  of  steps  leading  to  the  water,  which 
were  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Em- 
peror when  he  paid  a  visit  here.  The  entrance 
from  these  up  to  the  fortress  is  so  contrived  that 
only  one  person  can  pass  at  a  time.  There  are 
a  number  of  large  docks  for  ships  of  war,  and 
fortifications  meet  the  eye  in  all  directions.  On 
some  of  the  latter  are  mounted  1000  pieces  of 
cannon,  but  their  carriages  are  laid  up  against 
any  emergency. 

In  one  comer  is  a  place  for  the  confiinement  of 
prisoners,  of  whom  there  were  at  this  time  about 
500,  many  of  them  youths,  confined  on  suspicion 
of  being  guilty  of  murder.  They  were  said  to  be 
Finns ;  yet  we  could  hardly  give  credit  to  this,  as 
their  physiognomy  did  not  bear  the  slightest  re- 
semblance to  that  race.     Some  of  these  culprits 
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made  their  appearance,  clanking  their  chains, 
half  naked,  ghastly  as  spectres,  anH  in  a  state  of 
the  utmost  wretchedness.     It  was  altogether  ap- 
palling to  find  so  many  human  beings  huddled  to- 
gether like  sheep  for  sale,  penned  up  in  such  small 
places,  and  indulging  in  tumult,  boisterous  and 
disorderly  conduct,  &c.  without  any  proper  place 
provided  for  them,  where  they  might  be  classed, 
arranged,  and  kept  to  useful  employment*    The 
hovel  in  which  they  were  crowded  was  altogether 
disgusting,   being  abominably  dirty;  and  the 
stench  was  so  intolerable,  that  it  seemed  calcu- 
lated to  engender  disease  and  the  most  pernicious 
infection.    We  took  the  liberty  of  remonstrating 
with  the  officers,  and  contrasted  the  filth  and 
wretchedness  here  with  that  order,  cleanliness, 
and  classification   which  so   much   distinguish 
places  of  confinement  in  England.     It  is  assur- 
edly incumbent  on  the  Russian  government  to 
separate  the  prisoners  into  classes,  and  to  attend 
to  their  moral  improvement  All  correspondence 
ought  to  be  cut  off  bet  ween  them,  eachshould  have 
a  separate  sleeping-room,  and  another  where  they 
might  be  employed  in  different  tasks,  be  under 
the  surveillance  of  a  respectable  officer,  and  sup- 
port themselves  by  their  earnings,  according  to 
the  excellent  mode  adopted  in  America;  they 
should  also  be  allowed  a  proportion  of  whJit  their 
exertions  yield. — It  may,  howeyer,  be  remarked, 
that  a  priest  visits  them  once  a  week. 

At  one  time  there  was  established  in  this  fort- 
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ress,  when  it  was  under  the  Swedes,  a  place  set 
apart  as  a  school  for  the  instruction  of  Finns  in 
naval  tactics.  The  plan  of  protecting  these 
islands  by  fortifications  was  suggested  in  l?^^ 
when  S0,000il  sterling  was  expended  on  these 
stupendous  works.  On  an  elevation  in  the 
centre  of  a  square  stands  a  monument  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Marshal  Augustin  Ehrensvard, 
who  constructed  the  principal  part  of  these  for- 
midable bulwarks.  The  pedestal,  which  is  of 
granite,  is  surmounted  by  a  military  helmet  of 
brass,  with  a  shield  and  coronet ;  and  on  each 
side  is  an  inscription  :  **  Despotism  and  ambition 
will  always  be  found  to  pant  for  aggression."* 
Finland  was  invaded  by  a  force  of  60,000  Rus- 
sians,  who  were  opposed  by  15,000  Finns }  and 
notwithstanding  that  this  fortress  was  garrisoned 
by  lOOOmen,  and  there  was  abundance  of  powder 
and  shot,  it  was  sold,  or  basely  given  up,  by  the 
treachery  of  Count  de  Cronstedt,  the  comman- 
der, an  act  for  which  his  name  deserves  to  be 
branded  in  the  page  of  history  with  the  greatest 
infamy,  t     No  difficulty  existed  as  to  retaining 

*  This  monument  bears  some  resemblance  to  that  of 
Moreau  on  the  heights  of  Dresden,  where  he  fell  at  the  side 
of  Alexander,  from  the  first  shot  directed  by  the  French. 

f  Although  the  power  acquired  by  Russia,  in  consequence 
of  tlie  villany  of  this  traitor  to  his  country,  was  so  great,  yet, 
as  a  proof  that  crime  generally  meets  with  some  punishment, 
it  is  understood  that  his  presence  was  dispensed  with  in  the 
capital ;  and  this  miserable  being  now  lives  in  a  retired  spot  of 
the  empire  on  the  pension  that  was  the  price  of  his  baseness. 
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this  place  ;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  one  of  tike  offi- 
cers under  his  command  declared  he  could,  with 
even  ten  men^  have  held  out  a  five  weeks'  siege. 

After  viewing  all  the  fortifications  and  the 
harbour,  which  is  capable  of  containing  upwards 
of  100  sail  of  the  line,  filled  with  astonishment  at 
the  incredible  magnitude  and  extent  of  the 
works,  where  nature  seems  to  have  co-operated 
with  the  exertions  of  man,  we  returned  to 
Helsingfors ;  and  afterwards  expressed,  in  a  let^ 
ter,  our  acknowledgments  to  the  governor. 

The  inn,  which  was  tolerable,  was  kept  by  a 
dame  of  Patagonian  stature,  and  with  cheeks  so 
bedaubed  with  rouge*,  that  she  might  have  been 
considered  a  tolerable  personification  of  the 
scarlet  lady  of  Babylon  ;  or,  at  least,  she  amply 
deser\'ed  the  Russian  compliment  of  krasnaia 
dceva,  (handsome,  or  literally,  red  maiden,)  for 
her  complexion  was  so  fiery  that  it  would  have 
eclipsed  even  the  ignited  proboscis  of  Bardolph 
himself.  It  would  seem  that  this  damsel  was 
not  yet  tired  of  a  life  of  celibacy,  although  she 
had  sixty  years  «*  on  her  back."  But  time  could 
not  be  said  to  have  thinned  or  silvered  over  her 
hair,  for  it  was  very  thick  and  black  ;  nor  was 
she  a  little  proud  of  it,  for  she  wore  nothing  to 

*  I  never  see  the  face  of  a  female  bedaubed  with  paint,  a 
practice  so  destructive  to  health,  without  recollecting  the 
reply  of  a  celebrated  artist,  who  refused  to  draw  the  picture 
thus  masked*  observing  that  he  never  copied  any  person's 
works  but  those  of  the  Almighty. 
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conceal  any  portion  of  it ;  therefore  she,  at 
least,  could  not  be  said  to  <<  set  her  cap''  at  any 
one.  On  this  occasion  the  dame  certainly  showed 
the  most  striking  proofs  of  a  hearty  welcome,  as 
she  saluted  me  with  a  smart  slap  on  the  shoulder 
on  entering  the  room.  Having  thus  "  shown  up" 
this  fair  landlady,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
charge  for  an  apartment  was  six  rubles ;  for  din- 
ners, with  excellent  wine,  one  and  a  half  j  brandy, 
five }  and  coniac,  six  rubles  per  bottle.  As  tra- 
vellers are  under  the  necessity  of  changing  Rus- 
sian for  Swedish  money  here,  they  ought  to  be 
on  their  guard,  and  take  care  not  to  send  their 
servants  on  such  a  negotiation,  since  they  are 
liable  to  be  imposed  upon,  as  proved  to  be  our 
case.  We  directed  our  servant,  on  whose  ho- 
nesty we  had  the  fullest  reliance,  to  take  a 
number  of  rubles  to  a  shopkeeper  for  this  pur- 
pose, having  first  accurately  counted  them  over. 
He  applied  to  a  Russian,  who  appeared  as  expert 
in  deception  as  any  of  his  countrymen  in  the  ba- 
zars  of  Moscow,  and  who  pretended  that  there 
were  several  rubles  less  than  the  number  men- 
tioned,  and  exchanged  them  for  Swedish  money 
according  to  his  own  mode  of  calculation ;  nor 
could  we  obtain  the  least  redress. 

On  quitting  Helsingfors,  we  paid  nine  rubles 
sixty  copecs  for  twenty  versts ;  that  is  to  say, 
double,  as  usual,  from  town ;  and  proceeded  in 
the  direction  of  JBomboli,  where  we  arrived  just 
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at  the  time  an  assemblage  of  peasants  had  sat 
down  to  supper  after  the  labours  of  the  field. 
Never  was  there  such  an  exhibition !  A  more 
capital  group  could  not  possibly  have  been 
presented  for  the  pencil  of  our  Wilkie,  or  that 
of  Cruikshanks.*  A  long  piece  of  burning  lath 
stuck  into  the  wall,  served  as  a  candle,  and 
when  it  burned  out  was  replaced  by  another. f 
This  glimmering  light,  with  the  crowded  table, 
smoke  from  the  hot  victuals,  and  the  competi- 
tion of  spoons  in  one  dish^  scrambling  for  the 
best  supply  of  what  it  contained  j  the  sparkling 
eyes  seen  through  half  darkness,  the  bushy  locks 
hanging  about  the  dishes,  the  yawning  of  the 
peasants  from  fatigue,  the  crowing  of  a  cock 
perched  over  their  heads,  the  snoring  in  chorus 
of  an  old  couple  lolling  one  in  each  corner  of 
the  fire-place,  the  hissing  of  a  piece  of  meat  in 
a  fr3dng-pan,  superintended  by  an  urchin,  half 
roasted  himself  by  the  heat ;  with  the  bellowing 
of  cattle  out  of  doors,  the  rain  rattling  against 
the  windows,  and  in  addition,  the  screaming  of  a 

*  There  were  thirteen  guests  at  table ;  but  this  ominous 
number  did  not  seem  to  be  regarded  by  them.  This  allusion 
to  a  superstitious  fancy  reminds  me  of  a  repartee  once  made 
by  a  person  who,  at  a  joyous  dinner-party,  very  unseasonably 
observed,  with  a  grave  face,  that  their  company  consisted  of 
thirteen.  **  That  is  exceedingly  unfortunate,  indeed,"  replied 
a  wag ;  **  because  it  is  a  sign  there  is  a  fool  too  many." 

t  Splinters  of  wood  for  light  were  used  at  one  period  in 
England ;  and  candles  were  considered  to  be  a  luxury  in 
129S.      . 
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child  in  a  cradle,  and  the  growling  of  a  mastiff 
under  the  table,  who  was  affronted  at  not  having 
come  in  for  his  portion  of  scraps,  formed  alto- 
gether such  a  combination  of  sounds  and  objects 
that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  decide  whether 
the  preference  should  be  given  to  the  music»  the 
scenery,  or  the  characters. 

On  resuming  our  route,  we  travelled  through 
many  fine,  well-cultivated  valleys,  with  spring 
crops,  remarkably  green,  and  diversified  with 
many  murmuring  streams.  There  were,  also,  se- 
veral villages,  and  churches  with  extraordinarily 
high  roofs,  and  mills  for  sawing  wood  into  planks. 
The  cedar,  as  well  as  the  juniper  tree,  con- 
tributed to  the  embellishment  of  the  landscape; 
nor  were  the  inhabitants  less  cheerful  than  the 
country  itself,  for  the  countenance  of  every  one 
we  met  beamed  with  satisfaction.  At  one  spot 
we  had  a  deliglitful  prospect  of  a  vast  sheet  of 
water,  scattered  over  with  islands  clothed  with 
wood.  After  passing  through  Kuiss,  we  chained 
horses  at  BoUstod,  which  is  situated  on  a  height 
looking  down  upon  a  lake.  The  road  led  partly 
along  an  open  country,  and  through  a  wood  of 
beautiful  tail  spruce  firs*  The  fences  were  in 
the  highest  order,  and  rarely  are  these  to  be  seen 
for  so  long  a  distance  in  any  district.  The  pea- 
sants are  obliged  to  keep  the  roads  contiguous 
to  their  farms  in  repair.  After  passing  a  lake 
beyond  Kyrckstad,  the  road  proceeded  through 
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a  wood  of  spruce  and  Scotch  fir ;  and  its  sides 
were  covered  with  moss  and  wild  roses^  the  latter 
of  which  we  here  found  for  the  first  time  in  Fin- 
land. In  this  quarter  hardy  females  are  to  be 
seen  occupied  in  driving  carts^  and  many  of  them 
wear  veils  over  their  faces,  like  those  worn  by 
the  inmates  of  a  monastery. 

On  reaching  Ominia,  we  proceeded  along  its 
banks  fbr  some  distance.  This  river  winds  albng 
lazily,  till  it  loses  itself  in  an  extensive  lake,  near' 
which  we  stopped  at  the  post-house  of  Bijorsby.- 
The  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the  landlady,>  on 
our  paying  the  bill  for  lodging  and  break&st^. 
was  such,  that  she  actually  laid  hold  of  our  arms 
and  kissed  them  most  cordially^  a  tolerable  proof 
that  travellers  were  rarities  to  her.  Two  circum- 
stances struck  us  forcibly  in  travelling  through- 
Finland ;  namely,  that  no  military  were  to  be 
seen  in  any  of  the  villages,  and  also  that  theie 
were  hardly  any  indications  of  poverty  among 
the  peasantry,  all  being  well  clodied.  Both  theser 
circumstances  speak  much  in  favour  of  the  na- 
tional character ;  and  it  may  also  be  added,  by 
way  of  contrast  to  what  we  experienced  in  the 
Russian  dominions,  that  no  attempt  was  made  by 
tiie  po6t*masters  to  impose  upon  us,  by  repre- 
senting the  distance  we  had  to  go  greater  than  it 
really  was,  and  charging  accordingly*  This^ 
however,  may  arise  not  altogether  from  sterling 

VOL.  u.  V 
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principles  of  honesty,  but  from  their  being  aware 
that  any  deceit  of  the  kind  must  be  detected, 
as  the  number  of  miles  between  the  stations 
are  marked,  and  fines  are  imposed  in  case  of 
fraud ;  so  that  a  traveller  cannot  be  cheated 
with  his   eyes  open  without  knowing  it,  and 
having  his  remedy  accordingly.  The  remarkable 
expedition,  likewise,  with  which,  in  consequence 
of  the  salutary  regulations  of  the  "  dag"  book, 
the  horses  are  exchanged,  is  often  equal  to  that 
which  takes  place  in  our  English  mails,  and  is 
certainly  a  great  advantage  to  the  traveller.  The 
road  now  led  through  an  open  country,  with  hills 
on  each  side,   and  scattered  hamlets  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  some-  churches  built  of  stone,  with 
their  belfries  detached.     The  views  in  this  part 
were  delightfully  romantic  and  varied,  and  the 
whole  landscape  one  of  the  finest  we  had  ever 
beheld.     Dead  must  be  the  heart  of  that  man 
who  travels  along  insensible  of  the  beauties  of 
nature :   every  thing  is  expressive  of  gladness 
and  joy  ;  the  perfume  of  flowers,  the  harmony  of 
the  feathered  tribe,  the  gentle  breeze,  the  flocks 
browzing,  and  winged  insects  sporting  in  the 
rays  of  a  glorious  sun  ;  —  moreover,  the  majestic 
woods,  meandering  streams,  the  silver  waves  of 
rivers,  and  verdure  of  the  fields.   Who  can  be  in- 
different,  we  ask,  to  her  wonderful  works  ?    All 
that  he  sees  around  ought  to  prompt  him,  not 
only  to  admire  the  goodness  of  a  bountiful 
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Creator,  who  merely  "  spoke,  and  it  was  d6ne," 
but  reflect  on  the  greatness  of  His  wisdom. 

We  afterwards  proceeded  along  the  side  of  a 
rocky  mountain  covered  with  wood,  to  which  suc- 
ceeded well-cultivated  valleys,  extensive  sheets 
of  water,  clusters  of  cottages,  with  meadows  co- 
vered with  flocks  and  shepherds,  and  numbers  of 
windmills  in  full  motion  on  a  height.  These 
mills  are  remarkably  narrow,  and  resemble  in 
shape  a  huge  sentry-box.  We  next  arrived  at 
Sahlo,  which  is  situated  in  an  amphitheatre,  sur- 
rounded by  rocks  in  an  undulating  form ;  and 
proceeding  along  this  extensive  amphitheatre, 
which  has  a  lake  in  front,  we  passed  through  a 
delightful  woody  country,  until,  after  a  drive 
along  a  most  noble  avenue,  we  reached  Han- 
dala,  which  commands  a  most  enchanting  view 
of  a  fertile  vale  beneath,  fringed  with  wood 

At  Rungo  a  deluge  of  rain  set  in,  and  at  last 
we  arrived  at  Abo,  thus  having  travelled  340 
versts  from  Viborg. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

Abom  -*  Cathedral*  -—  Tombs*  —  VniversUy.  —  Library. — 
Clergy.  —  Military  hospital.  —  Prisons*  —  Mineral  spring. 
—  Magnificent  inn.  —  Conflagration  in  1827*  —  Popular 
unHpathy  to  ikuma. --^  Departure  from  Abo  by  jett.— 
Paeeage  to  StoelAolm. 

As  Viboi^g^  IB  deoominated  t^e  capital  of  Rbs- 
vian,  80  is  Abo  that  of  Swedi^  Finland.  It  is 
actuated  between  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  and  tbat  of 
Finland ;  and  previously  to  the  period  of  its  pasa- 
iBg  into  llie  hands  of  Russia,  was  ranked  as  die 
eighth  town  that  was  entitled  to  vote  in  the  diet 
or  parliament^  while,  in  point  of  size,  it  was  con- 
sidered  to  be  the  fourth  in  Sweden,  having 
12,000  inhabitants.  The  arte  is  beantifal,  it 
being  partly  bailt  on  an  elevation  between  moos- 
tains,  and  divided  by  the  river  Aurojoke.  Some 
of  the  streets  are  a  mile  in  length,  and  tolerably 
wide,  but  without  foot-paths.  The  houses, 
which  amount  to  1100,  are  chiefly  built  of  wood, 
painted,  and  covered  with  turf.  A  few  are  built 
of  stone,  or  of  brick  covered  with  plaster,  and 
painted  red  or  yellow.  Each  householder  is 
obliged  to  light  a  lamp,  keep  it  in  repair,  and 
clean  the  street  opposite  to  his  house.  The  shops 
make  no  show,  and  many  of  them  are  in  court- 
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yards,  quite  shut  out  from  view  ^  in  some,  how- 
ever, are  to  be  found  French  and  English  goods. 
There  are  a  town-house,  courts  of  law,  and  cus- 
tom-house. Across  the  river,  which  is  156  feet 
in  breadth,  is  a  bridge,  where  vessek  from 
Sweden  are  moored  on  the  right  side,  c^posite 
which  are  some  pleasure-houses :  — about  one 
hundred  Swedish  vessels  arrive  here  yearly.  On 
the  highest  rock,  which  bears  some  general  simi- 
larity to  the  Calton-hill  at  Edinburgh,  is  a  hand* 
some  observatory,  with  towers,  and  a  stati^  on 
the  summit.  From  this  eminence  a  beautiful 
prospect  is  presented,  not  only  of  the  town  on 
each  side  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  its  ser- 
pentine stream^  but  of  the  country  around,  whidi 
is  enlivened  by  the  numerous  windmills  on  the 
opposite  heights ;  and,  except  it  be  at  Lisle  in 
Flanders,  I  have  nowhere  seen  so  many  in  one 
spot  The  cathedral,  which  is  supposed  to  be 
the  oldest  church  in  Finland,  was  built  in  1900^ 
and  ranks  next  to  Upsala  in  Sweden  in  point  of 
antiquity. 

**  Haily  je  bold  turrets,  and  thou  reverend  pile, 
That  seem  ip  age's  hoary  rest  to  smile ; 
All  hail  1  for  here  creative  fancy  reads 
Of  ages  past  the  long-forgotten  deeds.'* 

This  edifice  is  built  of  brick,  in  the  Gk>thic 
style,  with  a  roof  of  sheet-iron,  and  at  different 
periods  has  suffered  from  the  effects  of  lightning* 
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Littie  attention,  at  least  externally,  is  perceptible 
in  keeping  it  in  proper  repair,  but  the  interior  is 
remarkably  neat,  and  a  peculiar  grandeur  and 
solemnity  reign    throughout    the   whole.      Its 
length  is  about  150  feet,   breadth  80,  it  is  up- 
wards of  100  feet  in  height,  and  on  each  side 
supported  by  nine  columns.      There  are  two 
aisles,  in  which  are  recesses  with  windows,  that 
appear  to  have  been  used  as  chapels  during  the 
period   of  Catholicism.     At  present  these  are 
occupied  by  the  tombs  of  families  of  distinction  ; 
one  of  which  is  to  the  memory  of  a  daughter 
of  Catherine  and  Erick  XIV.      In  viewing  so 
many  costly  monuments  that  adorn  cathedrals, 
with  their  pompous  epitaphs,  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  the  rich  and  great,  how  strong  do 
we  find  the  desire  of  retaining,  even  after  death, 
that  pre-eminence  which  was  enjoyed  through 
life,  of  perpetuating  pride,  and  ostentation,  and 
blazoning  human  grandeur.     These  are,  indeed, 
but  empty  names ;  for  — 

<<  Earth's  highest  station  ends  in  <  here  he  lies  ;* 
And  <  dust  to  dust'  concludes  her  noblest  song.*' 

To  return  from  this  digression  :  in  the  centre 
of  the  church  are  benches  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  poor.  At  one  end  is  a  gal- 
lery,  with  a  fine  organ,  presented  to  this  church 
in  1765,  by  Mr.  Wittforth,  of  whom  there 
M  a  fuU-length    portrait,   with  an  inscriptioo* 
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Under  it  is  a  baptismal  font,   with  an  angel 
holding  a  shell:   this  figure  is  of  wood,   and 
has  a   massy  canopy  over  it.      The  altar  has 
a  painting  of  the  Last  Supper,  surmounted  by 
one  of  the  Crucifixion ;  and  the  pulpit,  which 
is  very  handsome,  is  of  black  and  white  carved 
work,  with  the  twelve  apostles  and  Christ  in.  the 
centre ;  its  roof  is  also  supported  by  two  angels. 
Among  the  portraits  of  ecclesiastics  are  those  of 
Luther  and  Melancthon.     Service  is  first  per^ 
formed,  on   Sundays,   at  seven  o'clock  in  the. 
morning  in  the   Finnish   language,   and  again 
at  ten  in  Swedish.     In  the  afternoon,  the  for* 
mer  commences  at  one,  and  the  latter  at  half 
past  two  o'clock.     The  clergy  are  paid  partly 
by  government,  and  the  contributions  of  the 
congregation;    which  latter  vary  according  to 
the  popularity  of  the  preachers.     The  sacristy 
has  a  large  door  of  iron,  with  a  pulpit  and 
benches  on  each  side ;  adjoining  this  is  a  dark 
room  with  two  iron  doors,  where  are  a  number 
of  images  and   ornaments,   which  were  used 
during  Catholicism.      Here  are  several  large 
chests  with  the  records  of  the  church,  and  the 
head  and  bones  of  a  bishop  are  preserved  in 
an  antique  wooden  case.     There  are  likewise  a 
number  of  crowns  which  were  formerly  used 
at  marriages,  and  placed  on  the  heads  of  the 
bride  and  bridegroom.     Some  of  these  are  of  ' 
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gijtfc  tio^  others  formed  of  flowers.  PeriispB 
this  practice  may  have  some  refer^ice  to  that 
|iart  oi  the  Song  of  the  wise  kin^  where  it  is 
said,  ^  Behold  Solomon  with  the  crowo  where* 
vkh  his  ipother  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his 
e^ussds,  and  in  tibe  day  of  the  gladness  <^  Us 
heart  ;^'*  and  il  naturally  brings  to  mind  the 
wordsjof  the  prophet,  in  his  description  of  the  fai^ 
piness  of  Israel  on  returning  to  their  own  Uind, 
where  he  says,  they  shall  come  '^  with  eveiiasting 
joy  oa  their  heads/'  f  I^  ^^  churdi  the  prin* 
cip^l  monuments  that  attract  attention,  whidi 
are  much  a&er  the  form  of  those  antique  ones 
we  meet  with  in  our  own  churchee,  ace  those  of 
Eriok  XIV*  and  of  his  and  Catherine's  daughter, 
married  to  Barcm  Tott ;  both  of  white  marble, 
Erick  is  represented  in  armour,  with  an  iron  cap 
laid  at  his  feet ;  and  Catherine  in  a  suppliant  atti* 
tude,  with  clasped  hands ;  there  is  a  long  inscrip* 
tion,  with  the  dateMDXcvui,  with  the  douUearms 
above  it  On  a  pedestal  is  a  box  of  copper  secured 
to  the  wall  by  a  chain^  where  were  once  depouted 
several  documents  relative  to  the  family,  their 
genealogy^  interment,  &c. ;  but  a  maniac  broke 
it  open,  and  ran  oS  with  them.  They  were, 
however,  afterwards  discovered.  In  another 
recess  stands  a  monument  to  a  military  hero^ 

•  Song  of  8oK  ill.  11.  f  Iifl.  XXXV.  JOl 


Samuel  Cockbarn,  who^  aoeording  to  the  in- 
scriptioD,  was  a  Scotchman,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  forty-seven,  in  16S1.  His  effigy,  which  is  of 
stone,  is  clad  in  armour,  and  is  placed  on  a 
pedestal,  much  shattered,  both  that  and  the 
coffin  having  been  broken  open,  and  the  bones 
scattered  about  His  armour,  which  is  of  great 
weight,  is  shown  in  the  sacristy.  There  is  like- 
Tfise  a  fine  marble  mpnument  erected  to  General 
Stolbwkleb  whose  efiigy  is  suirounded  by  family 
portraitsoo  canvass,  and  various  armorial  bearings* 

At  Abo  no  persons  are  permitted  to  beg  in 
the  streets,  poor-rates  being  levied  according  to 
rates  made  annually  by  a  ccmimittee  of  the  inha* 
bitants»  * 

The  university  was  founded  in  1640,  by  Queen 
Christina,  and  endowed  with  privileges  similar 
to  that  of  Upsala.  The  building,  which  stands 
opposite  to  the  Cathedral,  was  greatly  improved 

*  The  theory  of  pauperism  seems  as  yet  to  be  imper- 
fecdy  oaderstood,  sod  its  proxiaiate  or  remote  causes,  to* 
getber  with  the  most  efficient  means  of  preventing  such  a 
pressure  of  physical  and  moral  evil,  never  yet  satisfactorily 
developed  by  any  writers  on  political  economy.  That  some 
must  be  poorer  than  others,  is  one  of  the  constituent  laws  of 
all  human  society ;  yet  it  is  not  so  evident  that  a  certain  por- 
tion of  our  species  should  be  subjected  to  actual  suffering 
and  want,  and  that,  too,  even  in  the  most  affluent  and  pros- 
perous states.  I  speak  not  here  of  those  individual  cases 
of  poverty  which  arise  firom  infirmity,  accident,  or  imprudence, 
but  of  that  enormous  mass  of  pauperism,  which,  though  it  may 
be  partially  relieved  by  legislative  provisions,  has  never  yet 
been  effectively  attempted  to  be  checked  in  its  birth. 
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by  Gustavus  Adolphus  IV.^  and  has  this  io- 
scriptloQ  in  front :  — 

**  FINMICIS  MU8IB 
MUKIFICENTIA 
AUGUSTORUM," 

And  behind  is  another  inscription*^ 

<<  PBIMUS  LAFI8  P08IXUS  M]>CCCII, 
ULTIMUS  M.DCCCXV." 

There  is  a  grand  hall,  70  feet  in  length  and  61 
in  breadth,  which  is  used  on  extraordinary  occa- 
sions, such  as  at  the  time  of  royal  visits.  At 
one  end,  in  an  alcove  or  semicircular  recess, 
15  feet  in  depth,  is  a  bust  of  the  emperor 
Alexander  in  bronze,  on  a  high  pedestal  of 
polished  granite,  with  an  inscription  in  gold  let- 
ters.  There  are  four  beautiful  polished  granite 
columns,  30  feet  in  height,  on  each  side.  On  the 
walls  are  various  emblematical  devices  in  stucco ; 
one  of  which  represents  Gustavus  and  his  queen 
laying  the  foundation  of  this  edifice ;  on  which 
occasion  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  was  present. 
The  music-gallery  over  the  recess  has  a  gilded 
railing. 

There  are  500  students  in  this  seminary,  to 
whom  lectures  are  given  gratis,  government  pay- 
ing all  expences.  Part  of  the  revenue  in  support 
of  the  establishment  is  derived  from  land,  the  rest 
from  a  duty  on  exports  from  the  town.  Although 
there  is  a  theatre,  which  rarely  occurs  in  univer- 
sities, all  representations  are  prohibited  during 
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term ;  yet  the  Russian  military  are  allowed  to 
remain  In  the  town,  which  never  occurred  when 
it  belonged  to  Sweden.  This  has  given  great 
offence  to  the  inhabitants,  and  most  deservedly, 
since  such  amusements  are  calculated  to  divert 
the  attention  of  the  scholars  from  their  studies. 
The  botanical  garden  contains  some  thousands 
of  exotics  and  indigenous  plants.  During  the 
government  of  the  Swedes,  the  School  of  Ana- 
tomy had  the  extraordinary  privilege  of  demand- 
ing the  dead  bodies  of  those  who  held  lands  or 
pensions  from  the  crown ;  but  it  is  believed  the 
Russians  will  take  care  that  a  law  of  this  nature 
shall  not  extend  to  them.  We  were  shown 
the  Library,  consisting  of  three  handsome  apart- 
ments ;  in  the  principal  one  of  which  is  a  marble 
bust,  on  a  pedestal  of  granite,  of  M.  Porthou, 
Professor  of  Eloquence,  whose  memory  is  here 
held  in  the  highest  veneration.  This  Library  may 
be  considered  in  its  infancy,  although  it  contains 
40,000  volumes.  A  copy  of  each  book  published 
in  Finland  must  be  presented  to  it ;  but  few  are 
to  be  seen  in  this  remote  region.  In  glancing 
at  the  books,  the  most  ancient  of  those  pointed 
out  to  us  were  some  writings  of  Hieronymus,  in 
1468 ;  a  Latin  Bible  of  1479 ;  a  collection  of 
works  on  jurisprudence,  by  the  celebrated  Pro- 
fessor Chaubold  of  Leipsic.  We  were  shown 
some  English  books;  such  as  the  "  Archaeologia,** 
by  the  Society  of  Antiquarians;  Dugald  Stewart's 
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Elementi  of  Philosophy ;  Black's  Chemistry ; 
Byron's  Voyages,  &c.  Among  the  manuscripts 
is  one  of  the  History  of  Job,  in  thirty-five  books, 
1968. 

There  are  in  Finland  two  high  ecclesiastical 
dignitaries;  one  of  these  is  the  archbishop  of  Abo, 
who  resides  here,  with  a  revenue  of  about  12,000 
rubles  i  and  the  other  a  bishop,  who  lives  in  the 
interior.    There  are  also  a  High  Court  of  Justice, 
a  Bible  Society*,  and  a  collection  of  models  of 
agricultural  implements  and  machines.     On  the 
banks  of  the  river,  a  short  distance  from  the 
town,  is  a  military  hospital,  near  which  stands  a 
castle  of  a  triangular  form,  surrounded  by  water. 
This  was  formerly  a  fortress  and  palace,  the 
residence  of  the  Swedish  sovereigns,  and  where 
Erick  XIV.  was  for  some  time  kept  prisoner. 
We  saw  100  criminals  here,  60  of  whom  were 
females.     The  males  were  most  heavily  loaded 
with  irons  round  the  neck,  body,  hands,  and 
legs ;  in  fact,  cased  in  them,  like  persons  who 
are  hung  in  chains  j  and  all  were  crowded  into 
small  apartments.    They  receive  an  allowance  of 
id  copecs  a  day,  which  exceeds  the  pay  of  a 
soldier )  but  it  would  surely  be  in  every  respect 
better  were  they,  as  in  the  United  States,  com* 
pelled  to  labour  for  their  own  support ;  by  which 

*  This  mstitution,  which  is  connected  with  the  British 
aod  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  London,  was  founded  in  1812, 
and  has  issued  23,000  copies  of  the  Scriptures. 
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means  they  would  be  kept  in  active  emplojment» 
and  the  state  relieved  from  an  onerous  tax. 
There  is  another  prison  in  the  town,  called  the 
Spinhouse,  which  is  exclusively  for  women,  who 
are  there  confined  to  labour ;  and  should  their 
earnings  exceed  what  is  necessary  for  their  sub« 
sistence,  they  receive  the  overplus.  This  is  quite 
proper ;  and  we  may  ask  why  the  first-mentioned 
criminals  are  not  put  on  a  similar  footing  ? 

Three  newspapers  are  published  on  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays.  In  some  parts  of  this  country 
where  cattle  happen  to  die,  Laplanders  are  em- 
ployed to  flay  them ;  that  being  an  office  most 
revolting  to  the  feelings  of  the  natives.  A  good 
house,  with  a  court-yard  and  stables,  may  be  had 
for  1000  rubles  yearly.*  A  mineral  spring  is  in 
the  neighbourhood^  which  is  annually  resorted 
to  by  what  may  be  considered  a  tolerable  num- 
ber of  visitors,  there  being  generally  about  400 
in  the  course  of  the  season.  An  artificial  spring 
has  lately  been  established  at  Carlsbad,  and  pa- 
tronised by  government,  and  a  steam*boat  passes 
between  Abo  and  Stockholm.  On  the  quay  is 
a  substantial  inn,  built  by  subscription,  but  on  a 
scale  too  large  and  magnificent  for  such  a  town^ 

*  The  lower  orders  subsbt  chiefly  od  nit  fish,  poutoei, 
and  Bometimes  imoked  beef  and  pork.  Beef  is  four  skiilrngs^ 
(nearly  2i^.),  and  pork  one  skilHng  per  lb.  Labonrers  re- 
ceive from  24  to  90  skillings  daily.  Four  fairs  are  Jield 
yeailjr*    There  is  a  consul  for  England. 
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and  contains  a  ball-room,  143  feet  long,  by  60 
broad,  with  a  music-gallery,  and  seven  lustres.* 

*  Since  the  above  was  written  a  most  terrible  event  has 
occurred  at  Abo.  On  the  i-th  of  September,  1827,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  it  was  visited  by  a  most  awful  con- 
flagration, which,  after  raging  twenty-four  hours,  ended  with 
the  almost  total  destruction  of  the  town.  The  fire  broke 
out  in  the  premises  of  a  tallow-chandler,  who,  to  escape  the 
penalty  attached  to  carrying  on  such  a  business  within  the 
town,  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  accident  as  long  as  pos- 
sible ;  but  the  devouring  element  spread  with  such  rapidity 
in  three  directions,  that  its  ravages  soon  became  universal. 
The  cathedral,  which  had  so  long  braved  the  hand  of  time, 
together  with  the  archives  of  the  consistory,  and  all  the 
buildings  of  the  university,  were  destroyed ;  and  the  scholar 
and  the  antiquarian  will  deeply  lament  the  destruction  of 
the  library  and  cabinet  of  medals.  The  custom-house,  court 
of  justice,  collection  of  instruments,  town-hall,  printing- 
offices,  and  about  1000  houses,  fell  also  a  prey  to  the  flames. 
Only  thirty  houses  escaped,  and  1 1,000  families  were  literally 
burned  out  and  lost  their  all.  To  add  to  this  overwhelming 
calamity,  upwards  of  100  human  beings  perished.  Little 
did  I  imagine  when  I  commenced  the  preceding  account  of 
Abo,  that  I  should  have  to  conclude  with  recording  so 
dreadful  a  catastrophe.  In  addition  to  this,  the  religious 
world  will  regret  to  learn  that  all  the  Bibles  and  Testaments 
of  the  Bible  Society,  with  the  standing  types  for  an  octavo 
Bible  in  the  Finnish  language,  and  stereotype  plates  for  a 
New  Testament,  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  flames ;  and .  the  loss 
thus  occasioned  has  amounted  to  upwards  of  70,000  rubles. 
The  Society  of  London  have  already  generously  made  a 
grant  of  Swedish  Testaments,  and  are  making  preparations 
to  print  an  edition  of  the  Finnish  Testament  for  the  general 
benefit  of  Finland.  A  second  fire  broke  out  in  December, 
about  three  months  after,  which  has  reduced  the  remainder 
of  this  ill-fated  town  to  ashes.  There  have  been  other 
very  serious  conflagrations  also  in  Sweden  and  Norway ; 
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.During  the  whole  of  our  journey,  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  heartfelt  regret  to  us  that  this  fine  coun- 
try should  have  been  added  to  the  before  enor- 
mous territory  of  Russia.  Its  invasion  by  the^ 
latter  power  was  most  unjustifiable,  and  the  poor 
Finns  were  transferred  to  their  new  masters, 
without  the  least  show  of  reason.  Russia,  in 
fact,  seems  to  be  grasping  at  the  acquisition  of 
fresh  dominion  far  more  ambitiously  than  pru- 
dently ;  for  what  is  apparently  gained  in  extent, 
with  respect  to  physical  force,  is  lost  as  to  moral 
energy ;  and  a  power  that  could  subjugate  the 
globe*,  would  have  nearly  as  many  rivals  and 
enemies  as  it  had  dependant  states.  But  let 
Russia  never  lose  sight  of  one  fact;  that  al- 
though it  has  obtained  possession  of  Finland, 


and  these,  indeed,  arise  almost  every  month.  Last  year  a 
fire  broke  out  in  the  parish  of  Grul,  in  the  district  of  Heder- 
mark,  in  the  latter  country,  where  a  church  was  destroyed, 
and  100  persons  perished  in  the  flames.  The  town  of  Ulea- 
borg,  in  Finland,  was  also  reduced  to  ashes,  and  400  inha- 
bitants left  without  food  or  shelter. 

The  frequency  of  these  dreadful  occurrences  suggest  two 
things  :  that  salt  should  be  mixed  with  water  and  thrown  on 
burning  materials,  which  would  be  doubly  efficacious  in  ex- 
tinguishing flame  —  as  cooks  salt  ignited  coals  to  abate 
flame ;  secondly,  to  prevent  sufibcation  from  Bmoke  in  case 
of  fire,  the  face  should  be  kept  near  the  floor,  as  smoke  does 
not  descend  till  the  room  is  filled. 

*  The  whole  population  of  Russia,  Poland,  and  Fmland, 
amount  to  53,768»000  persons,  and  in  the  former  is  supposed 
to  increase  annually. 
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never  will  ^e  be  able  to  acquire  the  affectiaaof 
the  natives,  who  are  still,  and  ever  will  continm 
to  be»  attached  to  Sweden,  which  they  regard 
with  the  feelings  of  one  separated  by  force  from 
a  relatioD  or  friend.   In  seizing  on  this  country, 
she  stripped  Sweden  of  a  most  invalaaUe  pos" 
session ;  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  popular 
hatred  will  break  out,  sooner  or  hter,  like  a 
vokano.     It  was  easy  to  perceive  that  the  Finns 
entertain  a  decided  hatred  against  the  Russians, 
and  look  on  them  as  enemies;   and  although 
their  language  is  cautious,  yet  their  enmity  and 
wrath  are  treasured  up  against  the  day  when 
they  may  display  them.    In  appearance  in  dress, 
in  simplicity  of  manners,  in  their  habits  and 
dispositions,  the  natives  are  altogether  opposite 
to  the  Russians.     Much  has  been  said  of  die  am- 
bition of  Napoleon,  whose  object  was  universal 
empire;  but  the  same  charge  may  be  alleged 
against  Russia,  since  extension  of  territory  seems 
to  be  her  grand  object. 

As  it  was  our  intention  now  to  proceed  to 
Stockholm,  it  was  necessary  to  procure  new 
passports  from  the  Swedish  consul  for  ourselves 
and  two  servants,  since  the  former  only  autho* 
rised  us  to  proceed  to  Abo.  The  domestic  we 
engaged  at  Hamburgh  still  continued  with  us ; 
the  other  was  the  shoemaker,  who  was  useful  as 
an  interpreter.  This  poor  fellow  was  thrown  into 
a  state  of  absolute  terror,  when  he  discovered 
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here  that  he  would  be  prevented  from  proceeding 
to  his  native  town,  Stockholm.  Fortunately  we 
got  his  name  included  in  our  passport  with  the 
other  servant ;  and  having  agreed  to  continue 
his  wages,  took  him  on  board  a  Swedish  sloop. 
Crispin  showed  himself  to  the  captain,  repre- 
sented  his  peculiar  situation,  and  in  consequence 
of  a  friendly  hint  that  was  given^  him,  crept  into 
a  barrel,  and  concealed  himself  from  the  Russian 
custom-house  officers  until  the  vessel  sailed.  We 
engaged  the  whole  cabin  at  100  rix  dollars,  equi- 
valent to  51.  Ss.  4td.  Here  we  found  three  mat- 
tresses, but  not  a  single  article  of  bedding 
besides,  and  on  these  we  reposed  in  our  clothes. 
This  bark  was  literally  crammed  with  passen- 
gers ;  among  whom  were  some  strolling  players, 
stowed  together  hke  slaves  for  sale.  We  had 
occasion  to  congratulate  ourselves  so  far,  in 
having  secured  the  best  birth,  though  we  were 
most  sadly  annoyed  by  persons  cooking  close  to 
the  door,  by  the  smell  of  victuals  and  smoke, 
the  rattling  of  plates,  knifes  and  forks,  the 
Babel  confusion  of  tongues,  and  bickerings  that 
were  kept  up  among  them.  After  being  de- 
tained on  board  four  days  beyond  tlie  time  fixed 
for  sailing,  we  proceeded  about  nine  miles  down 
the  river,  where  the  views  on  each  side  were 
pleasant ;  but  we  were  compelled  to  cast  anchor 
in  consequence  of  contrary  winds,  and  forced  to 
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remain  two  days  more.  Those  who  are  anxious 
to  proceed  on  a  voyage,  and  have  found  them- 
selves wind-bound  on  the  approach  of  ikrinter, 
may  form  some  idea  of  our  disagreeable  situ- 
ation during  these  six  days. 

On  setting  sail,  after  proceeding  a  coujile  of 
miles,  we  dropped  anchor  again,  and  then  once 
more  set  forWard,  and  came  to  some  islands 
which  were  covered  with  wood.     We  were  now 
warned  of  the  departure  of  autumn :  -^  nature 
appeared  languid  and    at    rest,    throwing    off 
its  vivid  colours,  and    "leafy  honours'*  were 
dropping,  **  flowers  fading  like  the  {Measures  of 
this  world,"  the  feathered  tribe  change   their 
clear  and  sprightly  notes  to  those  plaintive  and 
melancholy,  and  the  sky  assuming  a  different 
aspect  and  a  chilling  cold.     A  steam-boat  now 
passed  from  the  Swedish  capital ;  and  it  was  tan- 
talizing  to  compare  her  velocity  with  our  tardy 
rocking  motion.  Towards  evening  a  tremendous 
tempest  set    in,    threatening   our  destruction. 
There  is  always  something  appalling  in  a  wan- 
dering bark,  tossed  to  and  fro  on  the  wide  and 
desert  ocean  ;  but  it  is  worse  when  she  is  peril- 
ously groping  her  way  among  numerous  rocks 
and  islands,  where  no  human  power  can  render 
assistance,  and  where  she  is  threatened  every 
moment  to  be  dashed  in  atoms ;  when  all  the 
horrors  attending  shipwreck  are  apprehended, 
and  her  passengers  in  utter  despair,  conceive 
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tbemsdves  to  be  on  tlie  v^ge  oi'  an  eternal 
world.     These  a^re,  indeed^  «*— 

**  Moments  when  the  heart  is  tried, 
And  feels  a  solemn  reTereiitial  fear." 

All  the  following  day  we  were  detained  among 
clusters  of  Islands,  where,  in  many  places,  the 
passage  was  so  extremely  narrow,  and  the  navi- 
gation so  intricate  and  perilous  from  the  numer- 
ous rocks,  -that  it  required  a  person,  not  only  an 
expert  pilot,  but  one  who  had  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  place,  to  bring  a  vessel  through  of 
any  burden  ;  in  short,  it  afterwards  appeared  an 
absolute  miracle  that  we  escaped  in  safety.     We 
found  we  had  not  made  more  than  about  forty 
knots  from  Abo ;  and  at  night  anchored  for 
shelter  -under  one  of  the  islands,  where  we  went 
off  in  search  of  bread  and  milk,  and  found  the 
inhabitants  extremely  kind  and  ready  to  oblige 
us.   The  next  day  was  passed  in  nearly  the  same 
manner ;  but  on  the  succeeding  one  the  weather 
became  most  remarkably  warm,  attended  with 
gentle  rain,  and  the  thermometer  stood  at  61*^ 
Fahrenheit.     The  extraordinary  group  on  board 
continued  to  regale  themselves,  not  in  the  least 
disconcerted  by  the  tedious  passage ;  but,   on 
the  contrary,  they  appeared  to  be  gratified  with 
a  long  sail  for  the  fare  they  had  paid,  and  to  be 
in  no  hurry  for  the  termination  of  their  voyage. 
o  Q 
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At  Waxholm,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  or 
rather  an  arm  of  the  Baltic,  we  sailed  up  to 
Stockholm,  enchanted  with  the  prospects  on  each 
side,  and  cast  anchor  at  Blockhusud. 

Next  morning,  at  five  o'clock,  the  douaniers 
paid  us  a  visit,  and  scrutinized  our  baggage 
most  narrowly.  A  few  hours  afterwards  we 
arrived  opposite  the  noble  palace,  but  could  not 
land  till  we  had  submitted  to  another  search ; 
nor  was  it  tiQ  the  following  day  that  we  were 
released  from  our  captivity,  after  a  week's  pas- 
sage from  Abo,  which  might  have  been  accom- 
plished by  steam  in  twenty-four  hours.  Our 
carriage  was  now  valued,  and  SO  rix  dollars  duty 
exacted  on  it,  under  an  assurance  it  would  be 
repaid  on  our  finally  quitting  Sweden.  It  may 
be  almost  unnecessary  to  add,  that  our  Swedish 
servant  was  in  a  state  of  ecstasy  on  setting  foot 
on  his  native  land,  where,  from  some  knowledge 
of  it,  I  may  in  truth  declare,  that  every  one  is 

**  Free  as  the  air  that  blows 
On  flowery  heath  or  mountain  rose/' 
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Lord  Blotmfidd.  —  Departure  Jrom  Stockholm.  —  Route  to 
Grtpsholm. —  Castle  of  Gripsholm.  —  Portraits.  —  i^jy- 
koping.  —  Norkoping.  —  CarUcrona.  —  Lakes^  docks,  and 
harbour.  —  Naval  models.  —  Road  to  Christianstad,  — 
Christianstad.  —  Province  of  Sconia.  —  Disgusting JUthi- 
ness  of  the  peasantry.  —  Aby.  —  Military  encampment.  — 
Travelling  expencesy  Sfc.  -^  Arrival  at  Copenhagen. -^Fite. 
—  Count  Schimmehnann. 

Having  formerly  given  a  minute  description  of 
the  city  of  Stockholm  •,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  a  recapitulation  of  that  narrative.  It 
may,  however,  be  noticed  here,  that  the  Bible 
Society  of  Sweden,  instituted  in  1814,  has,  in 
connection  with  that  Society  in  London,  the 
glory  of  our  land,  circulated  240,405  copies  of 
the  Scriptures  j  and  in  Norway,  a  Society  insti- 
tuted two  years  after>  has  issued  1(^,000  copies. 

On  landing  I  hastened  to  pay  my  respects  to 
our  minister.  Lord  Bloomfield,  from  whom  I  met 
with  that  courteous  attention  and  hospitality 
which  have  obtained  for  him  the  grateful  regards 
of  travellers  j  and  with  the  exception  of  Sir 
Robert  Liston,  who  was  at  one  period  in  a  diplo^ 
matic  situation  at  this  court,  no  English  minister 

^  See  the  author's  Travels  in  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Den-^ 
mark. 
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has  been  so  deservedly    popular    among  the 
Swedes. 

His  Lordship  having  politely  suggested 
Schultze,  his  courier,  who  spoke  the  English 
language,  as  a  very  serviceable  person  to  accom- 
pany usj  we  accordingly  engaged  him.  Soon 
after  we  set  out,  and  encountered  a  violent  snow 
storm.  The  country  was  hilly,  roada  heavy, 
and  the  horses  weak.  We  passed  several  fine 
lakes,  and  arrived  at  the  large  post-house  of 
Fetzer,  beautifully  situated  on  Lake  Albi,  sur- 
rounded by  rocks  covered  with  wood  j  and  not- 
withstanding the  lateness  of  the  season,  the 
trees  were  still  quite  green  and  leafy,  gladdening 
the  eye  of  the  winter  traveller.  We  next  passed 
along  a  bridge  of  granite,  which  has  an  in- 
scription, showing  that  it  was  erected  in  1813, 
by  the  Bank  of  Sweden.  On  one  side  of  the 
road  here,  in  difierent  places,  were  boxes  to  re- 
ceive donations  for  the  poor.  We  afterwards 
met  the  retinue  of  the  Crown  Prince  Oscar,  on 
his  return  from  the  Norwegian  dominions,  whi- 
ther be  had  been  on  a  visit.  Further  on  we 
beheld  an  extensive  lake,  with  a  church  on  the 
edge  of  it ;  the  wlwle  enveloped  in  dark  wood ; 
and  a  number  of  wild-fowl  were  sailing  along 
the  glossy  bosom  of  its  waters.  After  passing  a 
draw-bridge  over  a  canal  that  is  connected  with 
the  celebrated  Lake  Malar,  we  arrived  at  Soder- 
litza,  a  small  village  situated  in  a  valley,  sur- 
rounded  by  hills  ornamented  with  wood.     Pur- 
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suing  our  route  through  Lagstad,  we  directed 
our  course  towards  the  castle  of  Gripsholm, 
which  we  intended  to  examine  as  an  object  wor- 
thy of  the  attention  of  travellersjj  from  its  cele- 
brity both  in  the  history  of  preceding  ages  and 
pur  own.  This  place,  which  was  originally  a 
monastery,  is  situated  on  a  small  island  in  Lake 
A|alar,  overlooking  it  and  the  contiguous  village, 
and  is  a  jnost  formidable  pile  of  building,  in 
the  Gothic  style,  with  round  towers  and  walls, 
those  symbols  of  captivity,  —  And  is  painted  to 
resemble  \}nck.  On  entering  the  court,  the 
first  objects  which  caught  our  eye  were  two  for- 
midable field-pieces.  In  the  first  apartment  into 
which  we  were  shown  are  a  variety  of  pictures, 
and  among  them  are  several  portraits  of  the 
family  of  Mecklenburg.  This  room  led  to  a 
circular  hall,  where  are  eighty-two  pictures.  On 
a  table  in  the  centre  were  a  number  of  hand- 
somely-bound books  }  one  of  which  was  an 
albuni,  having  on  the  title-page  these  words, 
"  Those  who  desire  to  see  Gripsholm,  memorable 
in  Swedish  history,  are  requested  to  write  their 
names  in  this  book."  Among  the  signatures, 
which  were  numerous,  the  first  on  the  list  were 
those  of  "  Charles  Jean,"  the  present  king ;  his 
consort,  **  Eugenie  Desir^e,"  Princess  Oscar, 
Eugenie  Josephine,  and  her  husband.  Prince 
<*  J.  F.  Oscar/'  The  portraits  in  the  various 
apartments  are  exceedingly  numerous,  and  of  per- 
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sonages  whose  histories  would  form  a  most  copious 
and  interesting  biographical  gallery.  Those  which 
most  engaged  our  attention  were  the  following: 
—  Philip  11.  of  Spain  on  horseback  j  the  first 
king  of  Sweden ;  Anne,  Princess  of  Denmark, 
Queen  of  England,  1698 ;  the  queen  of  James  I. ; 
AnneBoleyn;  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England  — 
an  excellent  likeness ;  a  full-length  of  George  I., 
George  IL,  and  Anne,  daughter  of  James^I. ; 
Marie  Antoinette;  Duchess  of  Angoul^me;  and 
the  Dauphin;  Charles  XII.;  Gustavus  Adol- 
phus;  Joan  of  Arc;  the  Duke  of  Vendome^  and 
Louis  XV.  There  were  also  many  portraits  of 
the  Danish  sovereigns,  and  of  members  of  their 
family. 

We  were  next  conducted  to  a  corridor,  the 
walls  of  which  were  decorated  with  the  portraits, 
not  of  royal  and  illustrious  personages,  but  of 
certain  royal  favourites,  who,  unlike  most  of  that 
race,  were  never  known  to  abuse  the  partiality 
shown  towards  them  by  their  masters.  Names, 
it  is  to  be  presumed,  they  had,  but  I  am  unable 
here  to  record  them ;  for  with  all  their  merits, 
they  make  no  show  in  the  page  of  history.  Not 
to  keep  the  reader  in  suspense,  the  portraits  of 
which  I  am  speaking  were  those  of  the  favourite 
horses  of  Charles  X.  XL  and  XIL ;  which  al- 
though  not  the  most  interesting  subjects  for  the 
pencil,  are  not  the  most  contemptible  creatures 
to  be  met  with  in  a  court. 
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The  private  thieatre,  which  is  fitted  up  with 
great  taste,  is  almost  entirely  new,  and  is  built 
in  the  foim  of  a  semicircle,  with  twelve  gilded 
Corinthian  columns,  between  which  are  seats  for 
the  court ;  and  the  spaces  between  three  of  them 
are  fitted  up  with  mirrors.  Behind  it  are  two 
rooms,  with  several  small  paintings ;  and  in 
another,  are  various  portraits  of  Charles  XIII., 
in  theatrical  characters.  Descending  from  this 
to  another  room,  we  found  sixteen  portraits  of 
the  royal  family  of  Sweden.  In  the  audience 
hall  is  an  antique  chair,  with  a  canopy,  on  a 
platform,  with  a  full-length  portrait  at  the  back 
of  it  of  Gustavus  Vasa,  a  name  dear  to  every 
Swede.  That  of  the  present  king  hangs  on  the 
right  of  the  throne,  beneath  those  of  Charles 
XI.  and  XII.  There  are  in  all  twenty-one 
pictures  j  and  among  them  is  one  of  Erick  IV. 
Adjoining  this  are  the  apartments  (hung  with  ta- 
pestry) once  occupied  by  Gustavus  AdolphusIV. 
The  room  was  pointed  out  where  he  voluntarily 
signed  his  abdication  of  the  Swedish  throne,  an 
act  which  was  followed  up  by  a  resolution  of  the 
diet,  that  he  and  his  heirs  should  be  excluded 
from  the  succession  for  ever.  Two  copies  were 
signed  by  him ;  and  one  of  them  having  been 
delivered  for  his  own  use,  he  ordered  a  lighted 
candle,  and  committed  it  to  the  flames.  This 
prince  was  succeeded  by  Charles  XIII.,  and  he 
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by  Mawhftl  Bernadott©*,  who  wiw  caUed  by  the 
states  to  exercise  the  royal  functioi^s  (  aod  ia 
held  in  the  highest  possible  astimation  for  hia 
prudence,  judgment,  and  humanity:  in  short* 
for  all  those  qualifications  which  can  add  dig- 
nity to  a  monarch,  ensure  the  loyalty  and  af- 
fection of  his  subjects,  and  obtain  the  appron 
bation  of  civilized  Europe.^ 

*  IVo  remarkable  circumatatices  have  occurred  in  the 
family  of  the  present  King :  the  son  of  Oscar  the  CrowA 
Prince,  has  been  baptized  by  the  name  of  Gustavus,  and  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  was  solicited  to  stand  godfather,  in 
whose  army  the  son  of  the  ex-king  Gustavus  bears  a  com- 
missiop.  In  the  event  of  a  revolution  in  ^wedeui  an^  of  the 
3wedc8,  who  are  averse  at  this  moment  to  the  very  name  of 
Gustavus,  being  disposed  in  reference  to  their  ancient  rulers 
to  recur  to  their  title,  they  may  be  gratified  in  this  instance. 
It  requires  no  great  penetration  to  see  the  politic  circum- 
spection on  the  part  of  the  present  king  in  giving  this  name 
to  his  grandson,  in  reference  to  supposed  future  events. 

f  In  my  late  publication  on  this  country,  Norway,  and 
Denmark,  I  had  (p.  512.)  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  historj 
of  the  a^dioated  monfu'ch,  and  his  present  mode  of  living. 
In  the  London  papers  some  extraordinary  paragraphs  have 
lately  appeared,  stating  that  he  has  been  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  selling  his  portmanteau  at  Basle.  I  have  reason 
to  think  that  this,  at  least,  could  nqt  arise  from  poverty ; 
for  I  know  from  authority,  that  the  Swedish  government 
has  repeatedly  offered  to  grant  him  a  handsome  pension, 
to  enable  him  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in 
comfort.  This  he  most  obstinately  refused  to  acdept.  I 
have  been  assured  also,  that  he  has  money  vested  in  the 
British  funds.  Notwithstanding  this  voluntary  and  liberal 
offer,  he  preferred  a  claim  at  the  congress  of  Vienna  in  1815, 


The  great  dining-hall,  formei'ly  the  couneil- 
room,  attracts  particular  notice,  which  is  84  feet 
long,  83  broad»  and  the  walla  are  of  the  extra-^ 
ordinary  thickness  of  9  feet  ],  but  it  is  very  low. 
This  hall  is  hung  round  with  excellent  full-length 
portraits  of  monarchs,  including  our  Henry  VIIL, 
and  amounting  to  forty-six  in  number.  In  a 
long  corridor  leading  from  hence,  are  142  por- 
traits of  distinguished  noblemen  and  ecclesiastics; 
^mong  whom  is  that  extraordinary  enthusiast, 
Emanuel  Swedenborg,  The  next  apartments 
are  those  of  the  Queen,  from  which  is  a  charm- 
ing view  of  the  lake.  In  the  drawing-room, 
which  is  of  a  circular  form,  are  fulUength 
portraits  of  Gustavus  III, ;  our  late  monarchy 
George  III,,  bom  June  4.  1738,  in  his  robes ; 
Ferdinand  of  Spain,  born  June  12.  1751 ;  the 
Queen  of  Portugal,  born  Dec,  17-  1734 ; 
Charles  III.  of  Spain,  who  died  Jan,  20.  I776  j 
Louis  XV.,  born  Feb.  4.  1790,  died  May  10. 


stating  that  he  had  been  dethroned  by  Napoleon,  with  whom 
he  ceased  to  have  connection  af^er  the  sacrifice  of  the  Due 
d'Enghien;  that  the  act  of  abdication  was  given  in  a^prisoa^ 
and  that  he  objected  to  abandon  the  title  of  his  son.  The 
act  of  abdication,  however,  speaks  for  itself,  which  declares 
^*  it  is  a  sacred  duty  to  abdicate  our  dignity  and  royal  throne, 
which  we  ^o freely  and  voluntarily  ;  our  wish  being  to  pass 
the  remainder  of  our  days  in  the  fear  of  God,  as  we  lament 
the  impossibility  of  insuring  the  prosperity  and  honour  of 
this  kingdom ;  being  convinced  we  can  no  longer  exercise 
our  royal  functions,  and  preserve  the  good  order  and  tran- 
quiUity  of  the  state!"" 
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1774  ;  Stanislaus  II.  King  of  Poland ;  Fre- 
derick If.  of  Prussia ;  Victor  Amadeus,  King 
of  Sardinia ;  Maria  Theresa ;  Gustavus  III.  of 
Sweden ;  Joseph,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohe- 
mia; Abdul  Hama,  Emperor  of  the  Turks; 
and  Christian.  The  adjoining  room  contains  the 
portraits  of  twenty-four  judges  in  their  robes. 
In  other  apartments  are  numerous  portraits  of 
Russian  and  Polish  families,  with  those  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Swedish  royal  family ;  but  among  this 
host  of  portraits  not  one  is  to  be  seen  either  of 
the  ex-monarch,  his  consort,  or  his  son,  now  in 
the  service  of  Austria.  Few  collections  can  prove 
more  interesting  to  the  historian  or  the  biogra- 
phical collector  than  this ;  for,  as  I  have  already 
hinted,  an  illustrated  catalogue  of  it,  with  a  short 
memoir  of  each  character,  would  be  a  work  of 
considerable  extent 

In  a  tower  at  the  top  of  this  palace,  a  miser- 
able place  is  pointed  out  where  John  III.  was  im- 
prisoned for  ten  years  on  the  part  of  his  brother, 
Erick  XIV.,  who  appear  afterwards  to  have 
changed  situations,  for  Erick  was  confined  there 
by  John.  This  unfortunate  prince  possessed 
not  only  a  taste  for  poetry  and  music,  but  for 
painting ;  and,  during  his  confinement,  used  to 
amuse  his  wretched  solitude  by  making  sketches 
with  charcoal,  diluted  with  water,  having  no 
other  pigments ;  and  using  a  piece  of  pointed 
wood  instead  of  a  pencil.  There  is  a  portrait  of 
him  here,  said  to  be  painted  by  himself;  and 
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Baron  Szirnheld  has  a  miniature  of  his  queen, 
Catherine  Mansdotter,  by  this  royal  artist. 

We  resumed  our  journey  on  the  18th  of  Octo- 
ber, when  the  weather  was  similar  to  that  of  the 
dead  of  winter  in  England,  the  cold  being  most 
piercingly  frosty,  the  fields  covered  with  snow, 
and  large  icicles  hanging  on  the  cottages.  The 
roads  were  so  heavy,  that  it  was  extremely  diflS- 
cult  to  get  forward,  even  with  four  horses.  A 
narrow  winding  tract  led  us  between  mountains, 
covered  with  lofty  pines  and  fir-trees,  rearing 
their  proud  and  stately  heads  of  everlasting  ver- 
dure, but  completely  crusted  with  snow ;  and 
the  sun  having  occasionally  thrown  a  glimpse 
over  their  tops  and  through  the  branches,  the 
whole  scene  around  formed  an  exhibition  of 
grandeur  which  it  is  impossible  to  describe.  In 
the  capital  of  this  country,  the  average  tem- 
perature during  the  year  is  four  degrees  above 
that  of  St  Petersburg.  We  passed  Lake  Krem- 
ming,  on  which  there  rolled  along  in  great 
grandeur  clouds  of  vapour  that  appeared  to  be 
chased  by  the  glorious  luminary.  After  pro- 
ceeding some  distance,  we  came  to  the  end  of 
the  lake,  from  whence  its  whole  extent  (seven 
miles)  was  visible.  At  Blacksta  a  wedding  was 
solemnized  in  a  contiguous  cottage  ;  and  on  this 
occasion  a  may-pole  was  decorated,  as  is  the 
custom  yearly  on  the  24th  of  June,  and  sur- 
mounted by  two  gilded  crowns.  In  the  course 
of  the  following  stage  we  remarked,  for  the  first 


time  in  this  country^  the  eledge  used  during  the 
winter  months,  drawn  by  a  single  horse  in  shafts^ 
with  a  small  chaise  laid  oa  it,  which  forms  not 
only  a  pleasant  and  easy  vehicle,  but  proceeds 
with  a  greater  degree  of  velocity  and  saf ety'than 
carriages  on  wheels.  Gates  were  erected  across 
different  parts  of  the  road  to  prevent  the  in>- 
trusion  of  cattle  from  one  fidd  to  another.  Boi- 
yond  Ennerstad,  to  the  right,  is  Lake  Hnler ; 
and  after  passing  thrOii^h  Aspe,  we  reached 
Lake  Lugow  The  <x>ld  b^ame  ^oW  most  pierc- 
ing as  ^e  arrived  at  Nykoping.  This  city,  which 
is  situated  on  a  river  of  the  same  name,  twenty 
miles  S.  W.  from  Stockholm,  contains  SOOO  inha* 
bitants,  and  has  the  remains  of  a  castle  and  har- 
bour* 

Notwithstanding  the  excellent  state  of  the 
roads,  which  did  not  require  the  slightest  degree 
of  repair,  the  peasants,  on  whom  the  obligation 
is  imposed  of  keeping  them  in  proper  order,  are 
always  employed  in  digging  and  carting  grav^ 
and  piling  it  in  heaps,  even  when  the  snow  had 
covered  the  ti-acts.  The  fences  dividing  the 
several  fields  may  be  said,  in  point  of  neatness 
and  regularity,  to  rival  those  in  any  country. 
Several  of  the  lakes  were  sealed  up  by  ice,  and 
the  meadow-land,  which  was  under  water,  was  in 
a  similar  state.  In  this  latitude  it  was  singular 
to  find  the  trees  retain  their  leaves  so  long; 
especially  the  poplar,  notwithstanding  the  severe 
cold.    Next  we  passed  through  Jader  and  Vreta, 
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and  afterwards  reached  Krofcek,  where  we  wer^ 
saluted  at  some  distance  froAl  the  post-hoUere 
by  the  fierce  bark  or  rude  salute  of  an  honest 
guardian  of  the  night 

'»  *T]ft  sweet  t6  hear  the  imtdti'^o^n  honest  bark 

Bay  deep-diOQthed  welcome  as  we  draw  near  to  heme.'* 

Our  accommodation  was  hard  enough,  for  We 
were  obliged  to  i^eep  on  planks ;  but  too  much 
fatigued  to  be  very  festidious>  and  found  tiHit 
it  might  be  possible  even  M  **8!k>rfe  upon 
flint"  after  such  a  day's  toil  as  that  we  had  ex- 
perienced. Those  who  declaim  against  luxuty 
ought  to  pay  a  visit  to  Krokek. 

On  quitting  this  not  exactly  sybaritic  place,  a 
sublime  view  unfolded  itself  of  a  most  extensive* 
plain  spread  before  us,  with  the  spires  of  Norko- 
ping  in  the  horizon.     The  population  of  this 
town  amounts  to  10,000  persons,  of  whom  about 
one  third  are^  Jews.      In  the  environs  we  ob- 
served peasants  ploughing  up  potatoes,  previous 
to  gathering  them  with  their  hands.    We  quitted 
it  eariy  next  morning,  and  passing  through  Lin- 
koping,   arrived  at  the  post-house  of  Holby, 
where  there  was  a  meeting  of  what  are  called 
judges,  who  were  determining  some  cases  of 
debt,  and,  it  may  be  added,  crim.  con.     Their 
appearance  was  not  in  any  way  calculated  to 
strike  with  awe,  or  impress  us  with  any  great 
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idea  of  their  dignity ;  for  they  had  the  appear- 
ance of  farmers  in  their  ordinary  dress. 

On  our  arrival  at  Hester  we  saw  an  artificial 
stag  at  the  extremity  of  an  avenue,  and  repre- 
sented as  bounding  across  it :  it  was  well  exe- 
cuted»  and  at  first  sight  quite  deceptive.   Further 
on  we  had  a  view  of  Lake  Somon,  which  has 
many  beautiful  islands,   and  is  wooded  to  its 
very  edge.  The  next  day  we  passed  Lake  Sahur ; 
and  to  the  right  is  a  mansion  called  Thanryd. 
Boards  were  affixed  in  front  of  many   of  the 
houses  on  the  road,  with  the  names  of  the  in- 
mates, stating  them  to  be  in  the  king's  service, 
and  naming  the  regiment  and  company  to  which 
they  belonged.     From  the  numerous  lakes  to  be 
seen  in  this  country,  it  must  be  concluded  that 
they  have  been  formed  from  wood  having  been  cut 
down  in  swampy  soils,  and  thus  collecting  and 
retaining  rain.     These  great  bodies  of  water  are 
very  striking  features,   and  are  said  to  occupy 
nearly  9300  square  miles.*      Sweden  may,  in 
truth,  be  considered  as  a  complete  field  of  gra- 
nite,  and  rocks  are  the  predominant  objects; 
but  rocks,  lakes,  and  extensive  forests,  all  seem 
to  struggle  with  the  operations  of  man  for  the 
occupation  of  the  soil. 

We  halted  for  the  night  at  Lindhorn,  where 
the  judges  were  holding  their  sessions.     Next 

*  The  celebrated  lakes  in  Scotland  cover  a  surface  of 
500  square  miles. 
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day  we  passed  Kulla,  which  proudly  looks  down 
on  Lake  Bruxyurn.  Beyond  this  stands  an  old 
churchy  in  the  buryiag  grouad  adjoining  to 
which,  an  elegant  column  i3  erected  to  the  me* 
mory  of  Major  Angerstein*  In  som^  parts  the 
juniper-tree  grows  to  the  great  height  of  twenty 
feet.  After  burning  and  cutting  down  trees  to 
within  from  three  to  five  feet  of  the  ground^  tlie 
farmer  does  not  root  out  the  stumps  previously 
to  sowing  the  fields :  on  remarking  this  to  a 
peasant,  he  informed  us  that  this  practice  was 
considered  to  be  beneficial,  the  soil  near  the 
roots  being  most  productive ;  which  he  accounted 
for  by  the  ground  bdng  manured  by  the  ashes* 
At  Guivoda  we  saw  an  ijedar,  or  cfaedar,  a  bird 
almost  resembling  a  turkey,  which  was  kept  in  a 
cage:  this  secies  of  the  plumed  tribe  is  ex« 
tremely  beautiful,  and  the  feathers  are  like  those 
of  the  hawk.  We  passed  the  villa  of  Colonel 
Silversward  oo  Lake  Chirk,  and  then  came  to 
Fahr,  where  the  road  was  lined  with  exceed- 
ingly fine  oaks.  At  length  we  arrived  at  Carls- 
crona,  founded  in  a  most  sequestered  spot,  in 
the  province  of  Blekingen,  in  South  Gothland, 
of  which  it  is  the  capital. 

This  town,  which  is  situated  among  a  number 
of  small  islands,  was  founded  by  Chailes  XL  in 
1680,  as  an  eligible  station  for  ships  of  war, 
which,  it  was  thought,  would  be  here  in  greater 
security  than  at  Stockholm.     The  road  to  the 
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town  is  carried  over  a  dyke,  and  along  bridges 
of  wood. 

Lord  Bloomfield  having  obtained  an  order 
from  the  King,  permitting  us  to  visit  the  docks^ 
a  favour  rarely  granted  to  strangers,  we  were 
received,  on  our  arrival,  by  two  admirals  of  the 
Swedish  navy,  who  conducted  us  over  the 
whole,  and  pointed  out  to  us  every  object  of 
interest  At  this  time  there  were  fourteen  ships 
of  the  line,  three  on  the  stocks,  and  one  ready 
for  launching,  wliich  was  to  receive  the  name  of 
"  Charles  John  ;*'  the  two  others  were  to  be 
called  "Gustavus  III.'*  and  "  Oscar.'*  Two  of 
these  were  double-deckers  of  ninety,  and  the 
other  of  eighty  guns.*  They  were  under  large 
sheds,  that  the  workmen  might  not  be  impeded 
in  their  operations  by  bad  weather.  Govern- 
ment has  resolved  to  expend  60,000  rix-dollars 
in  the  completion  of  these  and  others. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  minutely  all  that 
offered  itself  to  observation  in  these  extensive 
docks.  The  three  principal  ones  are  thirty-two 
feet  in  depth ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  add  two 

*  The  oldest  ship  existing  in  the  world  is  that  boilt  in 
1690.  This  is  said  to  have  been  the  yacht  which  brought  over 
William  III.  to  England.  After  being  often  metamorphosed 
or  rebuilt,  it  was  called  the  *'  Betsy,"  and  was  wrecked  near 
North  Shields  in  1827.  The  first  double-decked  ship  was 
built  of  1000  tons  burden,  in  1509,  by  Henry  YII.,  cost 
14,000^.  and  called  ''  Henry  the  Great.**  The  royal  navy 
was  so  first  called  in  1512. 
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Others  and  also  two  outer  basins.  The  large  basin 
is  250  feet  in  length,  110  in  breadth,  and  3« 
in  depth,  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock.  To  the  eye 
of  a  stranger,  the  navigation  ofthis  place  appears 
almost  impracticable,  in  consequence  of  the 
many  small  islands  and  shallows.  The  harbour 
is  capable  of  containing  100  vessels;  and  the 
entrance,  independently  of  the  difficulties  arising 
from  rocks  and  shoals,  is  defended  from  the 
attack  of  an  enemy  by  formidable  forts.  The 
number  of  marines  are  1400,  each  of  whom  re- 
ceives 60  banco  in  money,  besides  clothing  and 
lodging.  Their  uniform  is  blue,  with  a  white  belt, 
caps  with  a  long  branch,  or  plume,  —  if  I  may 
so  term  it,  of  horse-hair  waving  in  front.  Our 
party  was  joined  by  Admirals  Nordenskjold  and 
Schantz,  and  by  Captain  Lagerberg,  the  latter  of 
whom  received  his  first  nautical  instruction  on 
board  of  a  British  ship  of  war,  and  spoke  the 
English  language.  The  store-houses  were  piled 
with  cables,  sails,  and  rigging,  all  arranged  in  the 
highest  order. 

There  is  a  school  established  here,  on  the 
British  system,  for  300  youths,  intended  for  the 
navy ;  another  for  200  boys ;  and  a  third  for 
100  girls.  By  a  recent  regulation,  the  King  has 
ordered  naval  schools  to  be  established  in  the  ca^ 
pital,  at  Gottenburg,  and  other  principal  places, 
for  the  purpose  of  educating  naval  officers  ;  and 
he  has  further  determined  that  none  shall  be 
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tdmitted  without  undergoing  an  etannnation  as 
to  their  proficiency  in  navigation*  There  is  a  coU 
lection  of  naval  models  in  a  building  on  the 
front  of  which  is  a  tablet^  with  the  following  in« 
scription  to  an  individual,  whose  memory  is  here 
beld  in  high  estimation :  •^ 

**  ^RBD.  ttEKRY  CHAPMAV» 
▼IC£>-ADMIRAL, 
COMMANDER   OV  THE  GRAND  GROSS  OF  THE  ORDER  OF  VASA, 
&NICHT  OF   SWEDE)^. 

krs 

OENldB  ANf>  PATRIOTISM  WERE 

USEFUL 

to  THE  PURPOSES  OF   GtrSTAVtJS  Hi. 

A3rD 

GAVE  8W]U>EK  NEW  FLEETS 

ON   AN  IMPROVED   PLAN. 

CHARLES  DUKE  OF   SUDERMANIA, 

GREAT   ADMIRAL, 

BREOTED  THIS  TO  HAND  DOWN 

HIS  NAME  TO  POSTEEiTT.'' 

And  here»  perhaps,  I  may  be  permitted  again 
to  urge  the  expediency  of  forming  in  the  British 
capital  a  gallery  for  models  of  vessels,  and  every 
thing  appertaining  to  naval  and  marine  a&irs  ; 
both  as  a  laudable  gratification  to  public  curiosity, 
and  afibrding  incitement  as  well  as  instruction  to 
those  who  are  intended  to  serve  their  country  on 
that  element  where  we  have  so  long  and  glo- 
riously distinguished  ourselves ;  and  I  would  re* 
spectfuUy  call  the  attention  of  the  Lord  High 


Admiral  to  this  important  sul^ect.  A  *^  Mus^ 
Naval"  has  been  lately  ibrcned  in  th^  Louvre, 
where  models  of  vessels  of  all  dascriptioos,  plans 
of  sea-ports^  and  pietures  pf  the  most  fiunoup 
naval  engagements,  are  to  be  exhibited  (  an  ex- 
ample which,  as  we  have  not  set  it,  it  behoves  us 
to  follow, 

Louis  XVIII.  and  his  consort  resided  at  Carls* 
crona  for  some  time,  during  the  persecution  of 
Bonaparte;  In  1790  there  were  400  honse^ 
consumed  by  fire. ;  in  short,  there  is  hardly  one 
town  of  consequence  in  this  country,  that  has 
escaped  a  similar  calamity,  all  having,  in  tvm$ 
suffered  more  or  less  by  extensive  coaflagrar 
tions,  attended  with  severe  calamities. 

Having  travelled  along  a  wild  road,  whf^-e 
there  was  an  abundance  of  oaks,  we  pext  mornr 
ing  reached  Skillinge,  and  afterwards  {lomsby. 
At  the  latter  place  we  were  ssiuted  by  a  bf  ^wny 
son  of  Vulcan,  who,  as  he  stood  at  his  fod"ge  widi 
bare  bosom,  grim  visage,  and  naked  arms,  surr 
rounded  by  his  attendant  Cyclops,  would  have 
made  a  good  model  for  any  artist  intending  to 
depict  the  swarthy  Mulciber,  that  most  unfortu- 
nate of  husbands,  and  most  scurvily  used  of  the 
heathen  deities.  This  blacksmith,  however^ 
seemed  to  be  more  facetious  than  the  limping 
spouse  of  Venus  is  reported  to  have  beeni  and 
his  conversation  displayed  mudi  shrewdness  and 
humour,  with«-^if*the  reader  will  excuse  what  will 
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be  considered  a  pun,  some  talent  for  irony.  On 
my  obserAdng  that  he  seemed  to  have  a  tolerably 
warm  birth,  he  replied  that  he  was  used  to  bear 
the  heat,  but  that  the  sparks  were  apt  to  fly 
down  his  throat,  when  they  required  to  be 
quenched.  This  was  a  hint  that  could  not  be 
misunderstood  ;  so  after  making  him  a  compli- 
ment with  a  small  piece  of  metal,  which,  I  dare 
say,  he  did  not  fuse  in  his  forge,  but  melted 
into  some  potable  fluid,  we  took  our  leave.  In 
this  district  women  wear  wooden  shoes,  and 
white  handkerchiefs  tied  flat  on  tlie  head  in  a 
circular  shape,  like  the  crown  of  a  bonnet,  with 
large  wings  hanging  over  their  neck,  and  nearly 
covering  their  back  in  a  triangular  form.  The 
natives  ^  do  not  appear  to  observe  the  Sabbath 
very  strictly,  although  professing  the  Protestant 
religion,  for  we  observed  ploughmen  at  work  on 
Sunday.  We  found  ourselves  now  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  sea,  which  soon  after  came  into  view; 
and  after  proceeding  along  the  shore,  we  reached 
Narja.  Beyond  this  place  the  country  bore  a 
strong  resemblance  to  England,  and  the  hills 
at  a  distance  were  covered  with  trees.  We  re- 
marked also  a  decided  change  both  in  the  style 
of  cottages  and  in  the  manners  of  the  people. 
Being  overtaken  by  a  Forbud,  or  av^nt-courier, 
who  had  gone  forward  to  order  horses  for  some 
carriages,  agreeably  to  the  practice  of  Finland, 
and  having  closely  followed  his  cart  for  some 
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distance,  we  became  impatient  to  pass  him.  The 
fellow  was,  however,  resolved  to  keep  his  prece- 
dency of  us^  and  showed  the  utmost  impudence 
when  required  to  allow  our  carriage  to  pass.  In 
consequence  of  this,  and  every  remonstrance 
having  proved  ineffectual,  our  driver  dismounted 
and  drew  his  sword  in  a  rage.  This,  however,  had 
no  effect ;  and  the  man  became  more  annoying, 
and  much  time  was  lost  in  altercation.  He  has- 
tened his  pace,  resolved  to  keep  before  us,  till 
we  got  to  the  post-station  of  Gedenryd,  when  we  . 
entered  a  complaint  against  him  in  the  **  dag'' 
Book.  This  was  the  only  incivility  we  expe« 
rienced  any  where  either  in  Norway  or  Sweden, 
The  country  now  became  flat,  the  roads  bad,  and 
tlie  villages  had  a  most  desolate  aspect  The  chil- 
dren here  wear  wooden  shoes,  as  in  the  north  of 
England,  and  nightcaps  on  their  head  during 
day  :  many  of  them  are  very  squat  and  broad, 
resembling  the  Dutch.  Having  referred  so  often 
to  wooden  shoes,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  not- 
withstanding they  may  be  adopted  from  motives 
of  economy  and  supposed  comfort,  they  cannot 
fail  to  be  injurious,  and  to  incumber  and  impede 
the  wearer;  for  as  they  do  not  yield  to  the 
bending  of  the  foot,  they  are  dragged  along 
as  a  dead  weight ;  nor  have  the  muscles  of  the 
leg  and  calf  any  play.  This  is  the  reason  why 
so  many  of  this  class  of  people,  and  of  our 
labourers,   who  wear   such   enormously  thick 
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soles  to  their  shoes,  are  generally  qpindle- 
shacked,  while  the  barefooted  Hibernian  pea- 
sant displays  a  convexity  of  calf,  and  symmetry 
of  leg»  rivalling  those  of  a  gladiator,  or  a 
ballet-master.  Of  all  persons  in  the  world, 
perhaps,  the  Turks  and  Arabs  display  the  finest 
limbs,  from  wearing  slippers  and  wide  boots; 
and  their  bodies  also  are  strong  and  muscular, 
in  consequence  of  every  part  of  their  dress  being 
so  extremely  loose  and  flowing. 

The  next  post-house  was  Ejenkerzie,  where^ 
having  been  taken  for  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  a  num- 
ber of  people  turned  out  to  gaze  on  me.  Ailer 
passing  some  draw-bridges,  we  entered  Christian- 
stadt,  which  was  built  by  Christian  IV.  in 
1614,  and  ceded  to  the  Swedes  in  1658.  This 
place,  which  is  fortified,  stands  in  a  marshy  plain, 
on  the  river  Helge,  which  is  navigable  only 
for  small  craft;  and  is  esteemed  the  strongest 
fortress  in  Sweden.  There  are  some  manu- 
factories of  cloth,  but  the  chief  trade  consists 
in  alum,  pitch,  and  tar.  Of  this  province, 
which  is  surrounded  by  the  Sound  and  the 
Baltic,  is  70  miles  in  length,  and  fifty  in  breadth, 
Lund  is  the  capital,  and  contains  a  university. 
In  this  part  of  the  country  the  soil  is  excellent  j 
in  fact,  the  province  is  denominated,  and  not 
unjustly  so,  the  granary  of  Sweden,  and  is  the 
most  level  part  of  it.  The  roads  are,  how- 
ever, not  so  beautifiiUy  adorned  with  trees,  nor 
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sa  winding,  as  those  in  the  former  part  of  our 
journey ;  but  the  landscape  was  altogether  mono- 
tonous. Some  tracts  are  entirely  covered  with  oak 
trees ;  in  others  there  is  a  good  deal  of  common 
ot  waste  land,  and  the  fences  are  of  stone,  which 
adds  to  the  bleakness  of  the  scene.     The  juniper 
tree  is  not  near  so  lofty  as  we  had  hitherto  seen 
it.     The  villages  were  dirty,  and  the  peasantry 
&r  from  exhibiting  that  cleanliness,  neatness,  and 
comfort,  which  were  before  so  remarkable  a  fea- 
ture. Two  circumstances,  for  which  this  province 
may  be  compared  to  some  parts  of  Scotland, 
ought  to  be  pointed  out,  altiiough  not  very  flat- 
tering to  either,  and  would  be  an  excellent  sub* 
ject  for  Mrs.  M*Clarty.     First,  the  prevalence 
of  that  filthy  cutaneous  disease,  with  which  those 
south  of  the  Tweed  reproach  their  northern  neigh- 
hours ;  and,  secondly,  the  affection  entertained 
for  certain  unsightly,    and  not  very  aromatic 
heaps,  which  they  pile  up  just  before  their  doors, 
especially  in  villages,  as  if  they  were  unwilling 
to  lose  any  of  the  perfuine  that  is  diffused  from 
them.     Were  they  Catholics,  we  might  imagine 
they  intended  thus,  like  many  of  the  saints  and 
devotees  of  that  church,  to  mortiiy  their  senses, 
and  thereby  perform  a  meritorious  duty ;  but  as 
they  are  not,  we  must  suppose  that  they  have  a 
taste  for  such  scents,  however  unaccountable  it 
may  appear  to  English  noses.     Some  persons 
indulge  in  attar  of  roses,  others,  less  sophisti- 
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cated  in  taste, — the  simple  children  of  nature,^-* 
enjoy  the  luxury  of  an  odour  never  yet  lauded 
by  poets  as  one  of  the  delights  of  rural  life*  The 
females  occupying  these  Arcadian  bowers  were 
quite  in  keeping  with  the  dwellings  themselves, 
being  abominably  (Urty,  and  slovenly  in  the  ex- 
treme, with  <<  unzoned  waists/'  and  their  loose 
tresses  hanging  about  their  ears  in  such  disorder, 
that,  picturesque  as  it  was,  it  caused  us  to  regret 
that  scissors  and  combs  should  not  have  found 
their  way  hither.  There  was  little  danger  of  soft 
contagion  from  their  eyes,  but  very  great  risk, 
indeed,  of  contagion  of  a  more  unpoetical  kind 
from  their  touch ;  for — and  it  is  a  remark  which 
truth  extorts  from  me,  though  delicacy,  if  not. 
gallantry,  would  suppress  it,— they  were  all  abso« 
lutely  covered  with  itch.*  The  pigs  here,  which, 
by  the  by,  are  far  more  cleanly  than  the  fair 
sex,  may  be  denominated  red-coats,  they  being 
mostly  of  that  colour,  although  it  is  one  not 
greatly  affected  by  those  sluggish  animals.    The 

*  Since  we  are  touching  on  this  subject,  it  may  not  per- 
haps be  amiss  to  mention  that  a  French  medical  professor 
has  asserted  that  6000  soldiers  afflicted  with  itch  were  cured 
in  a  few  days  by  washing  their  bodies  twice  a  day,  first  with 
soap  and  water,  and  afterwards  a  solution  of  sulphuret  of 
potass ;  about  four  drachms  of  the  sulphuret  to  a  pint  of 
distilled  or  rose  water.  He  also  states,  that  according  to 
comparative  trials  made  in  the  hospital  at  Montpellier,  olive- 
oil  rubbed  over  the  skin  will  as  speedily  cure  this  disease  as 
the  most  powerful  preparations  of  sulphur. 


MILITARY   ENCAMPMENT.  €19 

churches  are  built  in  the  Danish  form,  extremely 
narrow  and  high,  with  a  gable  front,  zig-zagged 
at  its  edges,  like  steps  meeting  and  terminating 
in  a  point  at  top. 

On  reaching  Blekemosa,  we  got  into  the  great 
road  between  Stockholm  and  Helsingbprg ;  and 
after  passing  through  a  wild  country,  arrived  at 
Aby,  where  the  judges  were  sitting  in  the  post- 
house,  attended  by  a  crowd  of  persons.     They 
meet  twice  a-year  in  every  province,  and  hold 
their  assizes  two  weeks,  or  sometimes  more,  ac- 
cording to  the  extent  of  business  which  comes 
before  them.   A  camp  of  20,(XX)  men  is  pitched 
near  this  place  once  in  every  three  years.  There 
are. also  two  other  camps  at  Stockholm  and  Ux- 
valla,  ten  miles  north  of  Gottenburg.     These 
are  said  to  occasion  government  an  expence  of 
18,000  banco  daily,  and,  independently  of  this, 
liberal  sums  are  given  by  the  King  for  entertain- 
ments.    At  Helsingborg  the  money  we  had  paid 
as  a  duty  on  our  carriage  from  Abo  to  Stock- 
holm was  returned  to  us,  on  our  showing  the 
receipt  given  us  there.     Travellers,  who  arrive 
here  from  Denmark,  are  obliged  either  to  bring 
or  buy  a  carriage,  as  there  are  no  stage-coaches 
or  post-chaises  in  the  country.     Should  they 
purchase  one,  they  may  reckon  upon  having  to 
pay  a  high  sum ;  and  after  finishing  their  jour- 
ney, obtain  but  a  mere  trifle  for  it    For  the 
carriage,  which  cost  us  50/.,  besides  harness  that 
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cost  6L  at  Hamburgh,  we  were  only  ofiered  by  our 
landlord  8/.  6s.  8d.,  and  13s.  4e/.  for  the  harness* 
And  as  he  is  the  only  person  in  the  place  who 
either  furnishes  carriages  or  purchases  them» 
the  traveller  must  submit  to  take  his  price>  if  he 
wishes  to  get  rid  of  his  vehicle.  The  business 
being  a  monopoly,  he  has  turned  it  to  a  good 
account,  as  he  again  disposes  of  these  carriages 
for,  perhaps,  four  times  the  sum  he  paid  for 
tliem. 

Our  passport  was  examined  and  indorsed,  far 
which  we  paid  2^.,  and  also  10^.  for  two  boals,  to 
the  men  40  skillings,  and  4  banco  8  skiUings  for 
putting  the  carriage  on  board.   We  bere  oossed 
over  to  El^eur  in  two  hours,  and  found  the 
officers,  by  whom  the  baggage  was  superfidatiy 
examined,  unusually  civil.    Furnished  here  with 
another  passport,  which  cost  us  four  dollars ; 
and  having  made  a  bargain  for  four   horses 
at  fifteen  marks,  we  set  out   for  the  Danish 
capital.     One  good  regulation  here^  which  pre* 
vents  all  mistakes  between  driver  and  traveller, 
is,  that  the  former  has  a  ticket  mentioning  the 
precise  distance  the  horses  are  to  go,  and  the 
amount  of  hire.     At  the  end  of  the  journey  he 
produces  this ;  and  it  is  material  to  observe,  that 
there  is  a  nequest  subjoined  to  it,  that  if  the  pos- 
tilion has  acted  in  any  respect  improperly,  his 
conduct  may  be  complained  ofi  t)n  which  he  is 
Habie  to  punishment     Soon  after  we  entered 
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Copenhagen,  which  has  been  fully  described  by 
me  in  a  former  tour. 

This  being  the  28th  of  October,  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  birth  of  the  Queen,  a  splendid  dinner 
and  ball  were  given  at  court.  A  vast  multitude 
assembled  before  the  palace  of  Amelienborg^ 
who  were  gratified  in  seeing  the  company 
through  the  windows.  On  this  occasion  no  guns 
were  discharged  from  the  forts  or  vessels,  nor 
were  there  any  illuminations,  fire-works,  or  other 
demonstrations  of  joy ;  but  the  festivities  were 
confined  to  the  walls  of  the  palace.  Her  Ma- 
jesty, who  was  bom  in  I767,  is  daughter  of  the 
Prince  of  Hesse,  nephew  to  our  late  monarch. 

We  partook  of  the  hospitality  of  the  venerable 
Count  Schimmelmann,  at  a  splendid  entertain- 
ment, and  were  introduced  to  all  the  foreign 
ministers.  The  Count  succeeded  as  Prime  Mi- 
nister to  M.  Rosencrantz,  who  was  prematurely 
cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life,  lamented  by  his 
sovereign  and  the  nation.  After  we  had  had  the 
honour  of  a  long  interview  with  their  Majesties 
and  Prince  Christian,  tJie  Count  suggested  that 
we  should  pay  a  visit  to  Her  Majesty's  father, 
and  favoured  us  with  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
His  Sei-ene  Highness. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

RoesUUk,  —  Singited.  —  Sktgekee.  --  Fair.  —  Corsoer*-^ 
Passage  across  the  Great  Belt. —  Storm*  —  Arrival  at  Ny^ 
borg.  —  Odensee.  —  Jutland,  —  The  Little  Belt. — Colding. 
—  Christianfeldt.  —  Moravians.  —  Havershaven.  —  Flens* 
borg.^^  Bodies  of  criminals  exposed.  —  Tumulu  —  Ma^ 
chine  Jbr  conveying  letters  by  post.  —  Arrival  at  Slesr»ig. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  November  we 
left  the  capital  of  Denmark.  Our  horses  were 
uncommonly  large  and  heavy,  almost  like  those 
of  English  heavy  cavalry.  On  stopping  to 
baity  the  carriage  was  driven  under  a  large 
covered  place,  similar  to  a  barn,  with  formidable 
folding  doors  at  each  extremity,  and  capable  of 
containing  a  great  number  of  cai*riages.  At 
each  side  were  mangers,  fixed  against  the  walls ; 
and  the  whole  place  was  exceedingly  com- 
modious, as  affording  shelter  during  inclement 
weather.  After  we  had  passed  through  Roes- 
kilde,  the  ancient  capital  of  Denmark,  still 
famous  for  its  cathedral,  and  being  the  birth- 
place of  the  celebrated  author,  Holberg,  the 
country  became  flat;  and  numerous  ancient 
tumuli  were  in  all  directions.  The  church  at 
Ringsted,  a  place  that  formerly  ranked  as  a  city, 
contains  the  tombs  of  the  ancient  kings  of  Den- 
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mark :  among  others,  those  of  Erick  and  Canute. 
The  building,  ^hich  is  in  the  Gothic  style,  and 
in  the  form  of  a  cross,  is  of  great  length,  and 
has  a  tower  in  the  centre.  It  is  crowded  with 
portraits  of  nobility,  and  antique  tomb-stones. 
The  altar  stands  almost  in  the  centre  of  the 
church,  and  has  figures  of  the  apostles  round  it. 

The  farm  houses  in  this  part  of  Denmark 
make  a  singular  appearance,  being  covered  with 
turf,  on  which  are  planted  willows.  The 
peasantry  are  well  clothed,  particularly  the 
women,  whose  caps  are  edged  with  lace,  and 
whose  favourite  colour  for  their  gowns  and  pet* 
ticoats  seems  to  be  green.  We  met  no  post- 
chaises,  but  several  vehicles,  like  carts,  without 
roofs,  with  seats  placed  across,  on  which  the 
body  of  a  phaeton  is  often  suspended  on 
leather  straps.  We  stopped  at  a  house  in  front 
of  the  Lake  Tuelsne,  which  was  as  neat  a 
dwelling  as  any  in  England ;  after  which  we 
passed  a  fine  wood  of  birch  and  oak,  having 
occasionally  a  view  of  the  lake,  with  a  village 
and  church  on  the  opposite  side. 

Soroe,  which  was  the  next  place  we  came  to, 
consists  of  a  few  houses,  and  a  large  brick  edi* 
fice,  which  is  a  royal  college,  supported  by  the 
revenues  of  what  was  once  a  richly-endowed  con- 
vent. On  a  height  beyond  it  was  a  gibbet, 
where  a  female  had  been  lately  decapitated  for 
strangling  her  child.    Her  head  was  stuck  on 


SS4     SC£NBKT«  *»  rAIB  AT  8LA0BLSEE. 

the  top  of  it,  and  ti»e  body  exposed  on  a  wheel 
laid  horizontally  on  a  pole.     The  country,  which 
was  hitherto  naked,   now  became  exceedin^y 
beautiful ;  and,  in  one  place,  where  there  were 
two  sheets  of  water,  the  character  of*  the  scenery 
was  highly  romantic.     The  road,  too,  was  ex- 
cellent, being  formed  of  gravel,  and  of  consider^* 
able  breadth ;  and,  from  one  spot,  we  could  count 
ten  churches.  After  passing  the  mansion  of  Count 
Knul,  a  most  extensive  view  was  unfolded  ;  and 
we  came  to  Slagelsee,  a  neat  town,  which  at  this 
time  happened  to  be  crowded,  there  being  a  £tir 
at  the  entrance  of  it,  and  it  presented  an  inter* 
esdng  sight,  on  account  of  the  vari(Mis  groups 
that  had  flocked  to  it  from  all  quarters,  and  who 
exhibited  the  greatest  diversity  of  costumes. 
Both  pans  and  kettles  were  in  requisition :  the 
former  for  frying  savoury  dishes,    of  various 
kinds ;  the  latter  for  boiling ;  nor  were  glasses 
forgotten,  for  they  seemed  to  circulate  pretty 
freely.    The  chief  articles  exposed  for  sale  were, 
saddles  and  bridles,  spinning-wheels,  and  trunks, 
the  last  of  which  were  gaudily  painted,  and  as 
capacious  as  military  chests,  or  as  if  they  were 
intended  to  contain  a  whole  wardrobe.     Stalls 
were  also  erected  within  the  town  ;  and  around 
these  were  crowds  of  rustics,  of  both  sexes. 
The  women  had  fair,  rosy  complexions;  and 
were  smartly  decked  out  with  cottage  bonnets, 
of  black  velvet,  edged  with  lace,  and  trimmed 
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with  green  ribands;  and  green  gowns^  and 
wooden  shoes.  Many  of  the  old  peasants  had 
large  wide  coats,  without  collars;  and  waist- 
coats, with  pockets  outside,  and  with  a  profusion 
of  large  buttons  as  thickly  set  as  those  on  the 
jackets  of  our  sailors. .  Not  one  was  to  be  seen 
in  ra^ed  clothes;  on  the  contrary,  there  was 
an  air  about  them  that  bespoke  comfort,  eco- 
nomy, and  industry ;  nor  was  a  single  beggar  to 
be  met  with. 

With  regard  to  the  town  itself,  which  contains 
thirteen  thousand  inhabitants,  it  is  remarkably 
clean,  and  enlivened  by  numerous  windmills  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  and  maybe  said  to  resemble 
some  of  the  neat  towns  in  Devonshire.  A  Ba- 
varian juggler  entered  our  apartment  at  the 
inn,  without  offering  the  slightest  apology,  and 
showed  a  curiosity,  which  was  the  preparation  of 
a  scorpion  in  a  glass-case.  At  first  his  compli- 
ments were  as  smooth  as  the  glass  he  held ;  but 
on  finding  he  could  not  prevail  on  us  to  become 
purchasers,  he  left  the  room  hissing  almost  like 
a  living  scorpion.  ,  On  leaving  Slagelsee,  a 
charming  prospect  of  an  extensive  plain  burst 
into  view,  diversified  with  villages  scattered  over 
it ;  and  there  were  numerous  conical  tumuli,  like 
so  many  small  hills  undulating  its  surface.  We 
had  full  leisure  to  view  the  scene ;  for  Danish 
postilions,  like  those  in  Germany,  cannot  be 
accused  of  driving  so  rapidly  as  to  prevent  a 
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traveller  from  noting  the  ol^ects  on  the  road« 
The  land  in  this  district  is  good,  well  manured, 
and  was  in   many  places  under  ^ring  crops. 
Judging  from  the   number  of  churches^    we 
should  conceive  the  inhabitants  not  to  be  wanting 
in  devotion.      Unquestionablys  this  does  theai 
honour ;  and  it  is  most  convenient  for  the  pea« 
santry,  since  they  are  not,  as  is  the  case  in 
several  countries,  obliged  to  go  many  miles  to 
attend  divine  service.     A  view  of  the  Belt  now 
opened  on  us ;  and  after  proceeding  down  a  road, 
between  two  seas,  we  arrived  at  Conoer,  which 
is  situated  on  a  peninsula,  near  a  small  port 
where  boats  land  and  depart.     At  the  inn,  we 
found  the  floors  of  the  rooms  we  were  shown 
into  strewed,  not  with  the  twigs  of  firs  as  in 
Sweden,  but  with  dried  rose  leaves  i  yet,  though 
this  custom  may  seem  very  poetical,  Arcadian, 
and  romantic,  such  a  carpet  is  but  a  miserable 
substitute  for  the  meanest  of  those  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  in  England.   On  the  door  of  each  room 
is  a  list  with  the  prices  of  provisions  and  liquors ; 
and  a  notice,  showing  not  only  the  vigilance^ 
but  promptitude  of  government,  as  to  pasi^rts.* 

*  **  Sa  Majesty  ordonne  que  les  voyageurs  qui  passent  le 
Belt  dans  les  vaisseaux  ordinaires  de  trajet,  seront  oblig^ 
k  delivrer  leur  passeports  an  maUre  duvaisseau,  qui  est  tena 
de  les  remettre  au  lieuteiumt  du  police  au  moment  du  d^bar- 
qoement,  lequel  les  signera  si  promptement  que  les  voja- 
geursi  un  quart  Iieure  ^tant  pass^,  pourront  faire  querlr  leur 
passeports  k  la  chambre  de  police."  It  may  be  added,  diata 
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The  town  is  small^  and  the  houses  only  one  atoiy 
in  height,  and  painted  of  diffisr^it  colours. 

In  1658  the  whole  of  the  Belt  was  frozen  so 
hardt  as  to  allow  the  adventurous  Cliarles  XIL 
to  march  across  it,  with  his  army  and  artillery^ 
for  the  purpose  of  making  an  attack  on  Copen^ 
hagen ;  but  in  the  course  of  this  desp^ate  un- 
dertaking, part  of  this  slippery  plain  gave  way» 
and  a  number  of  his  guards  perished.  It  was 
again  frozen  over  in  IjGOf  when  the  tbermo* 
meter  of  Reaumur  stood  at  30^  below  freezing. 

We  embarked  on  board  of  a  vessel  which 
was  partly  decked,  and  sloop-rigged,  with  a  low 
mast ;  and  our  carriage  was  lashed  on  the  deck. 
We  set  sail  in  a  most  furious  gale  of  wind,  and 
raging  sea,  accompanied  with  a  deluge  of  rain. 
At  one  time  the  vessel  ran  aground ;  and  at  an- 
other narrowly  escaped  the  rocks,  when  serious 
apprehensions  were  entertained  for  our  safety. 
To  increase  our  discomfiture,  the  cabin  was 
crowded  to  sufibcation;  and,  therefore,  no 
shelter  could  be  obtained  in  that  quarter,  while 
the  waves  were  washing  over  the  deck,  and  en- 
tering the  hold}  and  as  it  was  impossible  to 


boat  for  paMeagen  goes  across  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays, 
and  Fridays.  The  fare  for  each  passenger  is  3s.  Aid.  v  and  for 
a  carriage,  1/.  One  vessel  is  reserved  for  the  post  that  passes 
between'  Hamburgh  and  Copenhagen,  which  sails  twice  a 
week* 
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secure  a  footing  on  deck,  where  the  mariners 
were  ^*  reeling  to  and  fro  like  drunken  men/'  I 
scrambled  into  the  latter  place,  which  presented 
a  scene  as  extraordinary  as  it  was  wretched* 
The  whole  of  it  was  strewed  with  carts,  wag- 
gons, horses,  and  cattle  ;  and  the  animals  were 
up  to  their  knees  in  dirt  There  were  several 
poor  creatures,  of  both  sexes,  in  a  miserable 
plight,  sprawling  on  the  carts,  some  apparently 
in  a  state  of  total  insensibility,  while  others  were 
stowed  into  holes  and  corners,  suffering  from 
sea-sickness,  moaning,  calling  out  for  help,  and 
terrified  with  the  idea  that  they  were  about  to 
bid  a  final  adieu  to  this  world.  Every  other 
wave  poured  down  in  torrents  among  them  5 
and  each  time  the  poor  wretches  uttered  the 
most  piercing  shrieks.  The  greatest  confusion 
ensued  ;  and  it  was  increased  by  the  noise  of  the 
wind  through  the  ropes.  After  wading  through 
the  mire,  I  got  upon  the  wheel  of  a  cart  The 
scene  around  was  most  appalling ;  and  all  of  us 
concluded  that  the  bark  would  inevitably  go  to  the 
bottom.  After  remaining  some  hours  in  this  state 
of  misery,  we  came  insight  of  land,  and  skirted 
along  shore  j  till  having  beat  about  for  a  consi- 
derable time,  we  entered  a  bay,  where  were  some 
small  fortifications,  and  soon  after  arrived  safe  at 
Nyborg,  in  the  Isle  of  Funen.  It  is  dangerous 
to  attempt  to  cross  the  Great  Belt  at  so  late  a 
season,  although  we  could  not  possibly  avoid  it. 
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On  landing,  we  proceeded,  drenched  with  wet, 
and  so  bespattered  With  mire,  that  our  faces  were 
hardly  visible,  to  the  post-house,  where  we  sat 
down  to  a  tolerably  comfortable  dinner ;  and  the 
enjoyment  of  such  a  repast  on  terra Jirma  can  be 
appreciated  only  by  those  who  partake  of  it  after 
being  tossed  about  at  sea,  dreading  every  moment 
to  be  hurried  into  the  mighty  deep. 

Nyborg  is  finely  situated  on  an  elevation 
rising  gradually  from  the  water,  and  is  a  clean 
and  handsome  place,  with  houses  chiefly  of  a 
white  colour.  It  is  fortified  with  ramparts  and 
ditches,  and  there  are  the  remains  of  an  antiait 
palace,  in  which  Christian  II.  was  born,  and 
which  is  now  occupied  as  an  arsenal.  Although 
the  Water  is  salt,  it  is  partially  frozen  during  win- 
ter, at  which  time  vessels  pass  with  sharp  irons 
projecting  from  their  sides  to  cut  a  passage.  On 
leaving  this  town,  the  number  of  conical  tumuli 
on  each  side  of  the  road  were  peculiarly  striking. 
We  now  arrived  at  Odensee,  the  capital  of  the 
island,  and  a  bishop's  see,  where  we  remained  all 
night.  The  inns  and  post-houses,  both  here  and  in 
Denmark,  generally,  are  far  more  neat  and  com^- 
fortable,  or  rather  less  dirty  and  uncomfortable, 
than  those  in  Sweden  and  Norway.  The  female 
servants,  too^  are  better  dressed,  and  have  fresh, 
ruddy  countenances.  In  the  morning,  water  for 
making  tea  was  brought  us  in  a  bright  polished 
urn  that  would  not  have  disgraced  the  breakfast^ 
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t»ble  of  the  first  noblenum  in  Eq^aod.  It 
may  be  remarked,  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
Danes,  that  a  tniTdler  has  no  occasion  to  pro- 
ifide  himself  mth  pistols  or  other  weapons  i  such 
jyrecaution  being  totally  unnecessary,  as  rob^- 
beries  are  never  heard  of,  notwithstanding  that 
the  thick  woods  through  which  the  roads  pass, 
afford  very  convenient  shelter  for  plunderers 
and  assassins,  and  would  most  effectually  screen 
them  from  pursuit 

JBeyond  Odensee  tiaie  country  was  flat,  and 
consisted  chiefly  c^  fertile  sheep-downs,  scattered 
over  with  tumuli,  while  the  churches  were  hardly 
less  numerous.  We  passed  many  cottages^  all  of 
which  were  compacdy  built,  and  had  an  air  irf* 
comfort  that  was  exceedingly  cheering  both  to 
tile  eye  and  the  heart,  while  their  neat  gardens  in 
A'ont  evinced  the  taste  as  well  as  the  industry  of 
their  occupiers. 

**  At  eve  new  labours  pressed : 
Theit  little  garden-grounds  were  trimly  dressM; 
Scanty  and  narrow  slips  of  earth*  'tis  true. 
Yet  there  tli^  coarfbrt^^  there  their  treasure  grew." 

At  a  short  distance  from  Grisabad  is  an  exten- 
sive plain,  where  the  numerous  churches,  with 
their  antique  towers,  looked  like  so  many  dots  scat- 
tered over  the  face  of  a  map.  The  Little  Belt  now 
came  into  view,  with  the  town  of  Middlefort,  and 
on  the  other  side  is  a  prospect  of  Jutland,  with 
the  town  of  Predericia. 
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The  former  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  edge 
of  the  wajter,  ^nd  the  bouses  have  rather  a  smart 
appearaQce^  It  consists  of  one  large  street, 
with  a  church*  and  a  school  on  the  British  sys* 
tern  of  educatioflu  ^^hidh  hfis  heea  more  6Xten<^ 
sively  adopted  in  this  than  in  any  other  foreign 
country.  There  is  a  small  port  fot  vessels,  soqie 
of  \vhich  take  over  passengers  to  Jutland  in  their 
route  to  Holstein*  We  did  not,  however,  croa^ 
the  Belt  hev%  hut  at  another  pmnt,  two  Ei^lish 
miles  further,  ajoid  paid  »  couple  of  dollars  for 
our  passage  To  preveait  delay,  we  likewise 
hired  a  sioaU  boat  for  p^rsoiis  to  go  across  fin4 
ordier  horaes  at  Snoghoe*  On  the  whole,  we 
were  gratified  with  our  journey  in  this  island 
far  more  than  with  that  though  Zealand ;  not  to 
mention  the  superior  courtesy  we  met  withlrom 
the  natives,* 

Proceeding  through  a  diarming  winding 
avenue^  similar  to  those  in  an  English  plantatiop, 
we  drove  down  to  King^s  Port,  exactly  opposite 
the  post-house  of  Snoghoe,  and  having  embarked 
with  the  carriage  in  a  boat  twenty  feet  in  breadth, 
and  with  two  square  sails,  were  carried  across  in 
the  space  of  ten  minutes* 

*  It  may  be  mendoned  m  a  remarkable  fact,  that  a  few 
years  ago  a  glebe  of  fire  passed  over  this  island  ia  open  day, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  similar  phenomenon  was  observed  in 
Jutland. 
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This  Belt,  which  is  a  strait,  to  the  west  of  the 
Great  Belt,  between  Funeu  and  north  Jutland, 
and  one  of  the  passages  from  the  Cattegat  to  the 
Baltic,  is  not  three  miles  in  breadth,  and  is  very 
crooked.  We  now  landed  in  Jutland  ;  but  be- 
fore we  quitted  the  boat  a  book  was  presented  to 
us  (affording  another  instance  of  the  attention  of 
government),  for  our  signatures,  and  testimonials 
of  good  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  sailors  j  for 
the  same  regulation  extends  to  them  as  to  posti* 
lions,  so  that  any  complaint  against  them,  in  case 
of  improper  behaviour,  must  thus  be  made  known 
to  the  police.  From  the  post-house  and  the  op« 
posite  shore,  a  fine  view  is  obtained  of  the  Belt 
and  the  surrounding  scenery,  with  the  pic- 
turesque town  of  Middlefort. 

We  proceeded  through  Colding,  formerly  the 
seat  of  the  Danish  monarchs,  where  are  the  re- 
mains of  a  magnificent  chateau  hanging  over 
the  town.  Beyond  this  was  a  handsome  church, 
of  which  the  King  had  laid  the  foundation  the 
year  before.  The  country  is  finely  wooded,  and 
in  its  features  bears  some  general  resemblance  to 
our  English  landscape.  We  stopped  the  whole 
of  next  day  at  Christianfeldt,  a  place  peculiarly 
calculated  to  arrest  the  attention  of  traveUers,  it 
being  situated  in  the  most  sequestered  spot  ima- 
ginable. This  town,  which  lies  within  the  duchy 
of  Sieswig,  was  founded  by  a  society  of  Monu 
vians,  a  singular  people^  who  may  be  described 
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as  a  sect  of  highly  respectable  dissenters,  and 
who  derive  their  origin  from  the  ancient  Bohe- 
mians and  Mora^dans*     They  have  existed,  as 
a  distinct  people,  since  1457,  when  separating 
from  those  who  took  up  arms  in  defence  of 
protestantism    against  popish    superstition  and 
error,  they  denominated  themselves  "  Brethren 
after  the  law  of  Christ."     By  degrees  they  esta. 
blished   congregations  in    difierent  parts,    and 
spread  themselves  into  Moravia  and  other  states* 
This  sect,  which  is  sometimes  styled  **  Unitas 
Fratrum,"  may  be  truly  said  not  only  to  eschew 
evil,  but  to  shun  the  very  appearance  of  it  j  to  flee 
what  the  rest  of  the  world,  whatever  be  their  re- 
ligious  creeds,  appear  rather  to  seek  than  to  avoid 
—  temptation.     Never  was  there  a  less  worldly- 
minded  sect  J  for  not  only  do  they  reject  the 
vanities,  although  not  the  sympathies  and  cha- 
rities— of  life,  as  rigidly  as  anchorites ;  but  that 
attachment  to  lucre,   and  worldly  possessions, 
which  usually  passes  under  the  name  of  prudence, 
even  when  it  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  avarice, 
seems  altogether  unknown  among  them;   and 
their  maxim  appears  to  be,  that  **  godliness  with 
contentment  is  great  gain."     This  is,  in  short,  a 
community  in  which  it  is  worth  no  man's  pains 
to  be  a  hypocrite :  whether  this  be  at  all  in  its 
favour  or  not,  must  be  left  to  the  reader  to  de* 
cide  according  to  his  conscience. 
The  town  has  but  a  single  street  of  any  im- 
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portauce^  the  houses  of  which  are  of  brick,  and 
all  built  on  the  same  plan,  with  trees  at  measured 
distances  from  them.  The  inn  was  oae  of  the 
cleanest  we  had  ever  entered;  the  culinary 
utensils  were  of  brass,  and  the  whole  furniture 
arranged  in  a  particular  mode.  One  large  room, 
however^  was  completely  covered  with  pictures 
like  a  gallery,  which  appeared  to  be  rather 
inconsistent  with  this  people's  ideas  of  simpUcily; 
Xbe  pavement  of  the  street  was  actually  so 
clean,  that  one  might  have  sittea  down  and  en- 
joyed a  repast  on  it  in  tolerable  comfort*  The 
inhabitants  live  by  rule,  are  remarkable  for  their 
jmodest  deportm^it,  mildness,  and  primiliye  sim- 
l^icity,  yet  seem  to  have  every  possible  comfort^ 
^thouf^  no  luxuries.  The  dress  of  the  females 
approaches  very  much  to  that  of  our  Quaker 
ladies ;  consequently  &3hion,  with  all  its  agree- 
able and  disagreeable  concomitants  —  shopping; 
baigain-hunting,  millijoiers'  show-rooms,  and  mil- 
liners' bills,  morning  visits,  and  morning  soanda), 
— -iis  unknown. 

Should  such  a  system  of  reform  ever  be  prac- 
ticable, many  a  dashing  £bmale,  who  spends  her 
husband's  income  on  her  own  person^,  mighty 

*  The  only  ornaments  with  which  the  Moravian  fair  deck 
themselves  are  those  singular  -^  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
should  saj  old-fashioned -~  ones  — *'  meekness  and  a  qmet 
spirit ; "  neither  of  which  have  yet  been  advertised  in  any 
newspaper,  even  among  those  extraordinary  articles  we  &e- 
quently  find  offered  there;  viz.  <' Re-animation/'  '<  Con- 
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with  propriety^  be  transpoited  here  for  a  tarm  of 
years  proportionable  to  the  eoonnity  of  her  ex- 
travagancies. Many  of  the  other  jsex,  tooi^ 
might  be  sent  hither  to  perform  a  moral  qua* 
rantiae,  to  the  great  benefit  bodi  of  their  own 
families  and  of  society  generally*  Need  I  asy^ 
after  this,  how  much  Christtanfeldt  is  unlike  on 
English  town  ?  or  that  it  is  what  would  be  pro* 
nounced  intolerably  dull?  Still  a  season  at 
Christianfeldt  might  be  recommended  to  many 
as  more  salutary  in  some  diseases  than  one  at 
Cheltenham,  particularly  in  that  disorder  hither- 
to undescribed  by  medical  writers,  but  which 


solation/'  "  Fraud  prevented,'*  &c.  Surely  a  late  noble 
admiral  must  have  been  thinking  of  the  Moravians  when  he 
penned  the  following  pasaage :  -** 

<<  Do  not  make  my  girls  fine  ladies,  which  are  as  troublo- 
same  animals  as  any  in  the  creation ;  but  give  them  know- 
ledge and  industry,  that  they  may  take  care  of  t&emselves 
:when  there  trre  none  kft  in  ^e  world  to  take  care  •of  theok 
Their  edacatk»»  and  tiie  proper  onhiTiCioo  of  tbe  seneewhkh 
God  has  given  them,  are  the  objects  on  which  my  happiness 
depends.  To  inspire  them  with  a  love  of  every  thing  that  is 
honourable  and  virtuous,  though  in  rags,  and  with  oontempt 
for  vanity  of  embroidery,  is  to  make  them  the  dariiags  of  my 
heart.  The  generality  of  people,  particularly  fine  ladies, 
only  adore  God  because  they  are  told  it  is  proper,  and  the 
fashion  to  go  to  church ;  but  I  would  have  my  girls  gain 
such  a  knowledge  of  the  works  of  creation,  that  they  may 
lave  a  fixed  idea  of  that  Being  who  could  be  the  author  of 
such  a  world.  I  do  not  wish  they  should  be  Stoics,  but  have 
a  source  of  consolation  for  the  worst  that  could  happen/'  -» 
Lord  CoUingwoo^s  Correspondence. 
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might  justly  be  tenned  cscophobia.  This  epide* 
mic,  which  is  so  alarmingly  contagious  among 
our  higher  classes,  drives  the  unhappy  persons 
thus  afflicted  from  their  own  fire-sides  and  do- 
mestic circle,  renders  them  restless  at  home,  and 
urges  our  delicate  ladies  to  squeeze  themselves 
for  hours  into  crowded  rooms,  the  heat  of  which 
would  be  sufficient  to  overcome  the  nerves— if 
such  an  animal  has  any  -^  of  a  Newgate-market 
butcher. 

As  to  the  habits  of  the  Moravian  ladies,  they 
may  best  be  described  by  negatives:  —  They 
neither  read  novels  nor  scribble  poetry;  they 
neither  paint  fire-screens  nor  their  faces ;  instead 
of  Moore's   amatory  and  inflammatory  songs, 
they  chant  hymns ;  and  what  is  far  worse  than 
all,  the  sex  is  so  monotonously  good,  that  ladies 
of  character  are  deprived  of  the  luxury  of  com- 
menting on  those  who  have  none.    Notwith- 
standing all  these  privations,  however,  none  are 
known  to  be  attacked  by  ermuiy  that  dreadful 
fiend,  by  whom,  in  other  civUised  countries,  so 
many  people  are  possessed,  and  who  drives  them 
headlong  into  all  kinds  of  follies  and  excesses. 
After  this  description,  few  of  my  countrywomen 
will  sigh  for  the  enjoyment  of  such  a  retreat 
as  that  of  Christianfeldt,  except,  perhaps,  some 
poor-spirited  nobodies,  utterly  unfit  for  what  is 
emphatically  termed  good  company.  Lest,  how- 
ever, it  should  be  thought  that  these  people  are 
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absolutely  spiritualised,  and  withdrawn  from  all 
worldly  concerns,  I  must  observe  that  some  trade 
is  carried  on  here,  and  several  of  the  establish* 
ments  which  we  visited  were  on  a  scale  of  con- 
siderable magnitude;  nor  were  we  ever  more 
gratified  than  with  the  cleanliness,  systematical 
order,  and  comfort  that  prevailed  among  the 
inmates.  In  these  buildings,  one  part  is  appro- 
priated to  the  men,  another  to  females ;  and  the 
apartments  exhibit  a  degree  of  neatness  not  to 
be  matched  in  the  institutions  of  any  country. 
Some  of  the  rooms  are  used  as  depdts  for  the 
various  articles  manufactured  here,  which  are  of 
the  most  excellent  quality;  among  them  are 
very  ingenious  and  fanciful  toys,  as  good  as  to 
be  found  in  the  first  bazars  in  either  the  French 
or  English  metropolis.  In  the  chapel  there  is 
no  pulpit,  but  merely  a  table  in  front ;  nor  are 
there  any  pews.*  Service  is  regularly  performed 

*  In  England  the  rules  ottneumwadiuum  are  most  rigidly 
observed  even  in  our  places  of  worship.  A  person  hires  a 
pew  just  as  he  would  a  box  at  the  Opera.  I  have  heard,  too, 
that  at  a  certain  church  in  the  metropolis  some  of  these 
places  are  actually  fitted  up  with  sofas !  Are  not  such  in- 
vidious distinctions  in  the  house  of  God  not  only  highly  un- 
becoming but  also  very  impolitic ;  and  do  they  not  tend  to 
keep  many  of  the  poorer  classes  from  entering  a  place 
where  the  spirit  of  worldliness  seems  to  prevail,  and  where 
they  are  not  permitted,  even  for  one  little  hour,  to  enjoy 
equal  privileges  with  their  wealthier  neighbours  ?  Although 
separated  from  them,  at  least  their  accommodations  should 
be  the  same. 
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every  morning  and  evening ;  in  short,  every 
thing  bespeaks  puritanical  austeritj,  combined 
with  primeval  simplicity  of  manners ;  and  this 
spot  appears  to  be  far  more  the  sojourn  <£  an 
elect  people,  than  even  such  abodes  of  penance 
and  discipline  as  the  convent  of  La  Trappe. 
At  the  same  time,  let  it  not  be  supposed  from 
these  observations,  that  because  the  inhabitants 
of  Cbristianieldt  are  indifferent  to  the  vanities  dP 
the  worid,  they  are  absolutely  averse  to  the  sub- 
stantial enjoyment  of  partaking  of  the  good 
things  of  life ;  since,  if  I  may  judge  from  the 
copious  breakfast  provided  for  us  at  the  inn^  they 
do  not  attach  any  great  merit  to  fasting,  un- 
less, indeed,  our  host  thought  that,  as  strangers, 
we  should  report  more  favourably  of  the  place 
for  meeting  with  a  plentiful  repast  If,  too,  we 
had  any  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  excellent 
dieer,  we  were  no  less  gratified  by  the  extreme 
neatness  and  elegant  comfort  around  us,  and  by 
the  truly  hospitable  attentions  of  the  landlord, 
who,  although  there  was  no  want  of  servants, 
chose  to  wait  upon  us  himself.  Greatly  did  we 
regret  that  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  spend 
some  days  in  this  town,  and  make  ourselves 
more  fully  acquainted  with  their  laws  and  regu- 
lations, and  with  other  particulars  rei^ecting  the 
Moravians. 

As  the  Danish  bank-notes  would  not  pass 
either  here  or  elsewhere  in  the  direction  we  were 
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now  proceeding,  excepting  far  below  their  value, 
we  were  obliged  to  pay  in  silver.    After  leaving 
Christianfeldt,  we  found  the  country  mudi  the 
same  as  that  we  bad  formerly  travelled  through, 
finely  wooded,  and  the  fields  carefully  inclosed. 
At  Havershaven,   a  town  containing  1300  in- 
habitants, and  situated  near  to  a  small  lake  in  a 
valley,  there  is  a  cathedral  in  the  Gothic  style 
of  architecture,  built  of  brick,  and  forming  a  v^ 
conspicuous  object,  it  being  visible  from  a  great 
distance.     A  mile  beyond  this  place  is  a  spot 
where  malefactors  are  executed,  and  which  is 
marked  by  a  high  pole  between  two  bills.    The 
last  instance  of  punishment,  which  occurred  five 
years  ago,  was  that  of  a  peasant  for  assassinating 
a  captain  in  the  army.    Beyond  this  the  road 
became  sandy,  and  passed  through  some  fine 
woods,  where  glimpses  of  the  Belt  appeared. 
At  Apeurande  there  is  a  citadel  and  a  small  port, 
where  vessels  of  considerable  burden  were  build- 
ing.   After  remaining  here  all  night,  we  pro- 
ceeded  round  the  bay  just  as  the  sun  was  seen 
rising  from  behind  a  hill,  gilding  the  whole  scene 
around.  Here  another  pole  showed  where  crimi- 
nals were  executed.    The  last  wretch  who  suf- 
fered here,  which  was  fifty  years  ago,  had  robbed 
a  boy  of  a  few  pence,  and  afterwards  murdered 
him.     We  reached  Flensborg,  which  is  situated 
in  a  bay  of  the  Baltic,  and  which  bears  a  strong 
resemblance,  in  coming  down  upon  it,  to  Rouen. 
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This  place,  which  contains  about  10»000  inha- 
bitants, has  a  most  antique  appearance;  the 
houses  having  lofty  gable  fronts,  and  projecting 
windows.  There  are  three  churches  and  a  col- 
lege, with  four  professors,  and  about  four  hundred 
students.  We  perceived  that  the  tables  of  the 
inn  were  inlaid,  not,  however,  with  Mosaic  or 
Florentine  work,  but  with  Dutch  tile,  represent- 
ing various  vieyirs.  There  is  a  small  port,  and  the 
water  is  of  sufficient  depth  to  admit  large  ves- 
sels, many  of  which  arrive  here  from  the  West 
Indies. 

After  being  detained  an  hour  for  horses,  we 
resumed  our  journey  during  a  perfect  deluge  of 
rain;  and  a  short  way  beyond  the  town,  on  an  ele- 
vation, a  most  terrific  spectacle  presented  itself, 
viz.  the  mutilated  bodies  of  five  sailors,  some  of 
them  natives  of  this  place,  and  a  Russian,  who 
had  five  yekrs  before  forfeited  their  lives  for  the 
murder  of  the  captain  of  a  vessel  and  his  son, 
with  circumstances  of  unparalleled  barbarity. 
This  atrocious  act  was  committed  near  the  Eng- 
lish coast,  and  they  afterwards  threw  their 
victims  overboard,  but  were  apprehended  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  English  police,  and  sent  here, 
along  with  two  other  men,  who  were  accomplices 
in  the  crime.  After  decapitation,  their  bodies 
were  stretched  out  in  the  dress  they  wore,  upon 
wheels  fixed  on  the  top  of  poles,  while  their 
heads  were  stuck  on  other  poles.    The  two  ac- 
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complices  were  brought  to  witness  the  execu- 
tions, and  afterwards  severely  lashed  upon  the 
spot 

From  the  terrible  state  of  the  roads,  we  were 
threatened  every  moment  to  be  upset     We  saw 
numerous  tumuli,  of  a  conical  form,  almost  in  a 
line ;  and  one  of  them  at  the  very  side  of  the  road, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  Romans.    The 
post  from  Hamburgh,  which  here  met  us,  was  in 
a  machine  on  four  wheels,  something  in  the  form 
of  a  cart,  with  a  seat  in  front,  having  behind  it 
a  kind  of  barrel  or  balloon  to  contain  letters.  At 
first  sight  this  appears'  an  odd  substitute  for  a 
box  or  bag.     It  is  not,  however,  adopted  from 
caprice ;  for  if,  in  passing  the  Belts  in  bad  wea- 
ther, the  vessel  should  happen  to  be  lost,  the 
barrel  necessarily  becomes  buoyant,  and  would 
thus  be  driven  ashore,  and  picked  up  and  con- 
veyed to  the  first  post,  whereas  a  box  might 
sink.     In  this  district  the  bridges,  which  are  in 
bad  repair,  have  very  low  sides,  formed  by  small 
upright  stones,  placed  at  short  distances  from 
each  other,  and  an  iron  rod  introduced  through 
them  in  the  middle  as  a  railing.  After  a  journey 
of  forty-five  miles  in  twelve  hours,  and  now 
lighted  by  the  moon  moving  majestically  in 
brightness,  and  making  her  way  through  mant- 
ling clouds,  we  arrived  at  Sleswig. 
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Skmg.^  AuAot^i  mut  to  4ke  Prmee  of  H«tie.— J 
ure  Jrom  Slesnig.  —  Dangerous  inundaiiom^  -^  Rends^ 
bor^'  —  lizheo.  —  Peasantry.  —  Continuance  of  the  imts^ 
dations.  •—  Elsnehom,  —  Arrival  at  Hamburgh. 

Sleswio,  the  capital  of  the  docbj  of  the  ssme 
name,  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  an  arm  of 
the  Baltic  called  the  Sky,  and  was  formerly  a 
place  firvouraUe  foi*  commeroe.  The  town  is 
irregular,  but  of  considerable  lei^h^  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  are  9000.  The  houses^ 
which  are  principally  of  wood,  have  gable  £ronts 
painted ;  and  few  exceed  one  story  in  height. 
There  are  four  churches  i  one  of  which  contains 
tombs  of  the  ancient  dukies  of  Sleswig ;  and  in 
ano^er  there  is  a  monument  of  maible  erected 
to  the  memory  of  f'rederick  I.  of  Denmark. 

Schools  are  established  here  on  the  Bdl  and 
Lancasterian  systems ;  and  there  is  also  an  boqn- 
tal,  which  retains  six  medical  attetidants.  Tosuch 
extent  is  the  noble  virtue  of  charitjr  practised  in 
many  parts  of  the  Danish  dominions,  that  the 
indigent  and  aged  are  supported  by  the  pea- 
sants, each  being  obliged^  according  to  his  cir- 
cumstances, to  provide,  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
period,  one  of  his  less  fortunate  neighbours. 
Contiguous  to  the  town  is  an  ancient  palace. 
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formerly  surrounded  by  water;  but  the  moats 
are  now  choked  up.  Within  a  building  erected 
on  an  elevation  in  the  gardens,  stood,  at  one 
time,  the  famous  globe,  which  I  mentioned  as 
having  been  sent  as  a  present  to  St.  Petersburg. 
On  arrival,  I  sent  the  despatch  from  the 
minister  at  Copenhagen  to  the  Prince  of  Hesse, 
father  of  the  Queen  of  Denmark,  who  instantly 
returned  a  polite  letter,  inviting  me  to  wait  upon 
him.  Entering  the  palace,  I  ascended  a  lofty 
and  antiquated  staircase,  the  dirty  and  neglected 
state  of  which  was  not  calculated  to  impress  a 
stranger  with  any  extraordinary  respect  At  the 
door  leading  to  the  Prince's  S4>artment  stood  a 
soldier  with  a  drawn  sabre.  On  being  ushered 
into  his  Highnesses  study,  I  found  a  vene- 
rable old  gentleman,  with  a  mild  and  benevo- 
lent countenance,  occupied  in  writing.  There 
was  an  expression  of  intelligence  and  penetra- 
tion in  the  Prince's  eye,  that  indicated  a  d^ee 
of  mental  energy  not  very  usual  at  so  advanced 
a  period  of  life,  and  which  almost  seemed  to 
contradict  the  testimony  borne  to  his  age  by  his 
snowy  locks.     Well  might  he  say, 

**  Though  I  look  old|  yet  I  am  strong  and  lusty ; 
For  in  my  youth  I  never  did  apply 
Hot  and  rebellious  liquofs  to  my  blood, 
Nor  did  I  with  unbashful  forehead  woo 
The  means  of  weakness  and  debility  : 
Therefore  my  age  is  as  a  lusty  winter, 
Frosty  but  kmdly/' 
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He  was  dressed  in  a  blue  gown  with  a  star, 
and  wore  military  boots  and  spurs.  The  affibi- 
lity  of  his  manners,  and  the'  animation  with 
which  he  spoke,  evinced  a  refined  and  highly 
cultivated  mind ;  and  Palestine  and  Egypt  hap- 
pening to  be  touched  upon  among  other  topics 
of  conversation,  he  entered  into  a  long  account 
of  the  ancient  hieroglyphics,  a  subject  to  which 
he  appeared  to  have  devoted  uncommon  atten* 
tion.  After  a  very  long  conversation,  he  invited 
me  to  stay  to  dinner,  when  he  introduced  me  to 
the  princess  his  consort,  his  son  and  daughter, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  Duchess  of  Holstein,  and 
several  other  individuals  of  rank.  The  repast 
was  very  sumptuous,  and  served  up  in  an  elegant 
style.  Instead  of  sitting  at  the  end  of  the  table, 
the  Prince  took  a  chair  on  one  side,  and  motion- 
ed to  seat  myself  opposite  to  him,  that  he  might 
be  able  to  converse  with  me  more  conveniently, 
again  reverting  to  the  subject  of  the  Holy  Land, 
in  every  thing  relating  to  which  he  took  extra- 
tnxlinary  interest  The  Princess  sat  on  his  right, 
the  Duchess  on  his  left  hand;  and  the  head 
of  the  table  was  occupied  by  the  bishop  of  the 
province  in  his  robes,  and  farther  decorated  with 
a  star  j  while  at  the  lower  end  of  the  table  were 
two  of  the  ladies  in  waiting,  and  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  household.  During  the  whole 
time  of  dinner,  I  was  constantly,  but  not  dis- 
agreeably, employed,  in  replying  to  the  numerous 
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queries  put  to  me  by  his  Serene  Highness,  re- 
specting the  various  places  I  had  visited  in  the 
East ;  and  happening  to  compliment  him  on  the 
fluency  and  correctness  with  which  he  spoke 
English,  he  assured  me  that  he  had  never  visited 
this  country,  but  his  mother,  the  Princess  Mary, 
daughter  of  our  George  II.,  had  made  it  a 
point  to  have  all  her  children  well  instructed  in 
it.  And  it  might  here  be  added,  that  the  letters 
I  have  received  from  this  illustrious  personage 
are  in  our  language,  and  as  correct,  with  regard 
to  idiom,  as  if  they  were  written  by  an  English* 
man.*  A  very  short  time  was  occupied  at  din- 
ner ;  nor  did  the  company  remain  at  table  long 
afterwards. 

On  the  party  breaking  up  and  proceeding 
to  the  drawing-room,  a  pleasing  sight  was  pre- 
sented :  eight  fine  little  boys,  the  Prince's  grand- 
sons, dressed  in  a  kind  of  military  costume, 
with  swords  in  their  hands,  drew  up  on  each  side 
of  the  door  as  his  Highness  entered,  and  went 
through  certain  evolutions  like  well -trained  sol- 
diers. After  coffee  had  been  handed  round,  the 
Prince  desired  me  to  follow  him  into  his  library, 
where  our  conversation  was  resumed,  and  conti- 

*  Since  my  visit,  the  prince  has  published  and  presented 
me  with  a  work  illustrated  with  engravingSi  entitled  *<  La 
Pierre  Zodiacale  du  Temple  de  Dendera,  expliqu6e  par 
S.  A.  S.  le  Landgrave  Charles  de  Hesse,  Mar^chal  G^n^ral 
des  Armdes  Danoises,  et  Gouverneur  G^n^ral  desDuch^  de 
Sleswic  et  de  Holstein.'* 
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Dued  some  hours ;  when  he  again  returned  to  his 
favourite  subject  of  Egyptian  hieroglyphics. 

The  Prince  of  Hesse  is  in  the  vale  of  years, 
being  upwards  of  eighty  years  of  age,  and 
may  be  considered  the  oldest  prince  now  living 
in  Europe ;  yet  in  person  is  still  very  gracefid. 
His  manners,  although  dignified,  are  quite  devoid 
of  hauteur.  His  Highness  pressed  me  to  remain 
with  him  some  days,  and  I  sincerely  regretted 
my  inability  to  do  so;  yet  being  anxious  to 
pursue  our  journey, — having  heard  alarming  in- 
telligence respecting  inundations  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  we  had  to  travel  through,  —  I  was 
compelled  to  decline  the  honour.  On  taking 
leave  of  this  excellent  Prince,  whom  I  shall  ever 
recollect  with  the  highest  sentiments  of  esteem, 
he  embraced  me  with  warmth,  and  next  morning 
sent  me  a  long  letter  on  the  subject  of  our  con- 
versation. 

On  the  15th  of  November  we  left  Sleswig, 
and  were  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm,  which 
appeared  an  omen  of  what  was  anticipated  by  us 
in  the  prosecution  of  our  journey.  A  number  of 
tumuli  are  to  be  seen  near  the  town,  and  some  of 
them  are  split  in  the  centre  as  if  they  had  been 
purposely  divided.  The  roads  were  extremely 
deep:  quantities  of  water  were  collected  osx 
each  side,  where  poles  were  erected  to  mark  the 
track  J  and  every  instant  the  carriage  threatened 
to  upset. 
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Rendsborg,  which  we  Altered  over  some  draw- 
bridges, is  a  fortified  town,  situated  on  the  river 
Eyder,  and  may  be  considered  as  one  of  the  keys 
of  Denmark.  Over  one  of  the  gates  is  the  &1* 
lowing  inscription,  showing  that  at  one  period  it 
was  one  of  the  limits  of  an  ancient  empire :  -— 

ETDORA  BOMANI  TUtMIOTS  IMPERII. 
I'XYDXR  VST  1.8  TSBMB  DB  l'xmPIBB  BOMAIN." 

This  place,  which  is  composed  of  an  old  and 
new  town,  and  has  about  7000  inhabitants,  con- 
tains some  manufactories  y  and  the  trade  in  tim- 
ber, carried  on  by  means  of  the  Eyder  canal,  is 
considerable.  The  place  itself  is  remarkably 
dean,  and  paved  like  our  English  towns.  Cri« 
minals,  condemned  to  slavery,  wear  coarse  white 
coats,  with  brown  sleeves  and  caps ;  and  have 
irons  iastened  round  their  legs. 

On  quitting  the  town,  we  had  a  beautiful  view  of 
the  windings  of  the  river,  and  of  some  charming 
walks  shaded  with  trees  that  have  been  formed 
on  the  ramparts.  With  the  road  we  now  had  to 
travel  over,  we  were  not  so  well  pleased  as  the 
surrounding  scenery ;  for  it  was  one  of  the  worst 
that  can  be  imagined,  being  absolutely  a  puddle 
of  thick  black  mire,  to  which  succeeded,  for  se- 
veral miles,  a  line  of  deep  sand,  and,  in  some 
parts,  was  covered  with  water.    From  the  late 
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deluge  of  rain  that  had  occasioned  the  inunda^ 
tions,  many  of  the  fields  had  assumed  the  appear- 
ance of  lakes,  in  which  were  seen  little  more 
than  the  upper  half  of  trees  rising  above  the 
liquid  surface  that  now  covered  the  land.  After 
proceeding  some  time  along  this  wretched  road, 
expecting  every  instant  to  be  upset,  the  wheels 
of  the  carriage  being  nearly  under  water,  we 
reached  Remelu,  having  travelled  only  thirty- 
two  miles  in  ten  hours.  Beyond  this  the  fields 
were  also  completely  underwater,  almost  touch- 
ing the  branches  of  trees :  the  utmost  distress 
and  confusion  seemed  to  prevail  throughout  the 
whole  country  in  consequence  of  this  calamity ; 
and  doubts  were  entertained  as  to  the  prudence 
or  practicability  of  attempting  to  go  forward,  it 
being  apprehended  that  the  streams,  which  ran 
in  rapid  currents  over  the  roads,  might  endanger 
the  carriage.  For  some  time  we  were  in  a  great 
degree  of  suspense ;  for  it  was  a  truly  awful 
scene  to  behold  such  a  vast  extent  of  country 
covered  with  water,  both  before  and  behind  us ! 
Numbers  of  persons  were  occupied  in  forming 
bridges  of  rafts  across  the  road,  which  occasioned 
considerable  detention ;  and,  on  our  alighting, 
the  horses  were  taken  fi'om  the  carriage,  which 
was  then  drawn  across.  At  one  time  it  stuck  so 
fast,  that  we  almost  despaired  of  its  being  extri- 
cated ;  but,  fortunately,  after  great  labour,  this 
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task  was  accomplished;  and  having  waded 
through  the  stream,  we  reached  some  dry  land 
upon  an  elevation,  and  resumed  our  seats.  On 
this  height  stands  a  rude  monument,  with  an  in- 
scription on  each  of  its  sides,  in  different  Ian* 
guages.  Great  part  of  it  is  defaced,  but  enough 
is  left  to  show  that  it  was  erected  to  the  memory 
of  Henry  Rintzonie,  an  ecclesiastic,  in  1570, 
Night,  now  coming  on,  increased  the.  gloom  of 
that  scene  of  devastation  occasioned  by  the 
waters ;  and  truly  frightful  was  the  picture  that 
presented  itself  on  every  side  from  this  eminence, 
for  the  whole  country  around  seemed  ov^- 
whelmed  with  floods.  At  length  we  reached  a 
post-house  i  and  on  leaving  it  proceeded  along  a 
heath,  after  which  we  entered  upon  a  well-culti- 
vated country,  with  inclosures  of  turf,  planted 
with  birch  and  oak. 

Itzheo,  a  town  situated  on  the  river  Stoer, 
where  we  now  arrived,  is  built  of  brick,  and  the 
houses  are  painted  of  different  colours;  and 
many  of  them  are  of  antique  forms,  with  lofty 
gable  roofs.  The  population  is  5000 ;  and  there 
are  three  churches.  The  streets  are  particularly 
dean.  The  walls  of  the  rooms,  at  the  post- 
houses,  are  covered  with  Dutch  tiles,  representing 
scriptural  subjects,  especially  events  connected 
with  the  life  of  our  Saviour.  The  shops  resemble 
those  of  the  Dutch,  in  their  systematical  order 
and  cleanliness,  and  in  being  carefully  painted. 
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Proviflioos  are  reasonable,  as  may  be  tapposed, 
when  it  is  merely  mentioned  that  a  large  goose 
may  be  bought  for  two-pence. 

Beyond  this  town  the  cottages  were  of  brick, 
with  thatched  roofs ;  and  there  were  many  win^ 
daw8»  with  gardens  in  front,  having  neat  painted 
railings,  and  well^stocked  with  luxuriant  vege- 
tables ;  for  some  of  the  cabbsges  were  of  a  most 
enormous  size.  At  the  side  of  the  road  was  a 
fortification,  which,  at  onetime,  protected  an  an* 
cient  palace.  In  the  choice  of  names  for  inns^ 
we  here  observed  a  most  singular  taste  to  pre- 
vail I  for  one  of  these  places  of  entertainment 
bore  the  terrific  appellation  o£  «<  Hell :''  while  a 
rival  establishment  opposite  to  it,  was^named 
^  Heaven.'^  Which  of  them  most  merited  the 
title  it  had  assumed,  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge ; 
yet  most  probably  the  former.  • 

That  part  of  the  Danish  dominions  where  we 
now  were  has  always  been  reckoned  the  most 
flourishing ;  and,  in  fact,  it  exhibited  the  very 
agreeable  signs  of  general  prosperity,  there  being 
every  appearance  of  comfort,  even  in  the  low- 
liest  habitations,  the  inmates  of  which  were  well 
clothed,  and  appeared  healthy,  cheerful,  and  in- 
dustrious. The  eye  was  not  ofiended  hereby 
any  of  that  squalidity  that  so  frequently  renders 

^  A  houB0  in  one  of  the  principal  towns  in  Scotland  19 
called  <<  Little  Hell/'  from  acts  of  wickedness  which  are 
practised  in  it. 
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poverty  aa  object  rather  of  disgust  than  com«- 
passion,  and  indicates  a  waat  of  that  self-respect 
which  confers  a  moral  dignily  even  on  the  lowest 
station  of  life;  and  without  which  poverty 
assumes  an  aspect  doubly  hideous  and  r^pulsiver 
Perhaps  poverty  is  too  harsh  and  degrading  a 
name  to  be  applied  to  the  drcumstances  ^  the 
happy  peasantry  of  this  district;  £>r  although 
their  worldly  store  be  littlet  it  seems  sufficient, 
not  only  for  their  wants,  but  their  wishes,  and 
their  lot  appears  very  far  removed  from  cheerk»s 
penury. 

We  now  began  to  hope  that  we  had  got  quite 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  inundations,  but  were 
sadly  deceived ;  for  we  found  that  for  a  con* 
siderable  extent,  in  the  direction  we  were  tra<» 
veiling,  the  country  was  completely  under  watery 
and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  advance.  We» 
therefore,  turned  off  from  the  high  road»  and 
forced  our  way  dirough  fields,  which  were  such 
a  complete  slough,  or  qu^mire,  that  the  car^ 
riage  repeatedly  stuck  fast ;  while,  to  add  to  our 
disasters,  we  were  accrued  by  the  tenant  of  the 
land,  who  came  up  to  us,  of  tre^assing  upon,  and 
injuring  his  property ;  for  which  we  were  obliged 
to  make  him  a  compensation.  At  length,  cmning 
to  a  place  quite  under  water,  there  remained  no 
otheraltemative  than  attempting  to  ford  it,  which, 
perilous  as  it  was,  we  accomplished ;  and  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  post-house  at  Elsnehora, 
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at  which  place  the  cellars  of  the  houses  were 
seven  feet  deep  in  water.  The  accounts  of  that 
prodigious  extent  of  damage  and  destruction 
occasioned,  both  by  the  torrents  of  rain  and  the 
fiwelling  of  the  Elve,  and  of  the  number  who,  to 
save  their  lives,  were  obliged  to  leave  their  farms 
and  houses,  and  the  shrieks  of  despair  and  hor^ 
ror  we  heard,  were  truly  heart-rending. 

At  Elsnehom,  which  is  a  small  and  ancient 
town,  there  ore  about  fifty  Jewish  families,  who 
have  a  synagogue ;  and  there  is  one  Protestant 
church.  On  pursuing  our  route,  we  met  several 
carts  conveying  boats  to  bring  the  inmates  from 
the  houses  surrounded  by  the  waters,  which  were 
still  continuing  to  rise.  The  fields,  likewise, 
continued  to  present  a  melancholy  sight,  for  the 
water  extended  to  the  very  edge  of  the  road ; 
nor  had  we  a  much  more  agreeable  spectacle, 
when,  after  passuig  through  Pinnebourg,  we 
beheld  the  bodies  of  three  malefactors,  who  had 
been  executed  for  the  murder  of  two  women 
in  the  wood  of  Pilemark,  stuck  on  poles.  They 
were  in  a  state  of  frightful  decay ;  and  the  flesh- 
less  bones  of  their  hands,  bleached  by  the  wind, 
added  to  the  ghastliness  of  their  appearance. 

A  turnpike  which  we  now  came  to  was,  after  tlie 
horrors  we  had  viewed,  and  the  dangers  we  had 
encountered,  a  sight  as  welcome  as  it  was  novel ; 
and  heartily  did  we  rejoice  when  the  spires  of 
Hamburgh  met  our  eye.   On  entering  that  city. 


ARRIVAL   AT  HAMBURGH.  £53 

we  learned  that  it  had  not  escaped  from  the 
floods,  for  several  of  the  streets  had  been  in- 
undated. In  short,  the  appalling  scenes  we 
had  witnessed,  as  to  these  extensive  inundations, 
most  forcibly  brought  to  recollection  the  mighty 
deluge  of  old,  when  the  great  deeps  were  broken 
up,  the  windows  of  heaven  opened,  and  the 
waters  prevailed  on  the  earth  during  the  space 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  days.* 

*  Genesis,  ch.  vii. 
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Sotde  io  Bremm>  -*^  A  wedding  Jk$HvaL  ^^  SaUer*  — « 
Bremems  ^  Cathedral^  Sfc^  ~  The  BMen^dkr.—RouU  io 
Osnaburg.  —  Osnaburg>  —  JHrnrg,  —  Munster.  —  Church 
of  St>  Lambert.  —  John  qfLeyden.  —  Cathedral. —  Town 
Hall.  —  Population^  8fc. 

It  was  at  first  our  intention  to  have  returned  at 
once  to  England,  by  sea,  from  this  port ;  but  in 
consequence  of  the  alarming  accounts  we  heard 
of  vessels  and  their  crews  having  been  lost,  we 
determined  to  extend  the  journey,  by  land, 
beyond  what  we  had  originally  contemplated* 
Having,  therefore,  disposed  of  our  carriage,  for 
half  what  it  had  cost  us,  and  forwarded  our  lug- 
gage by  sea,  we  proceeded  to  Bremen. 

The  dulness  and  monotony  of  the  country 
were  now  much  increased  by  a  considerable  part 
of  it  being  under  water;  for  the  inundations  had 
extended  themselves  beyond  Hamburgh.  On 
stopping  at  Shezzar,  our  attention  was  attracted 
by  a  lad  most  fantastically  dressed,  and  with  a 
quantity  of  gilt  paper  and  tinsel  on  his  hat ;  and 
finding,  on  enquiry,  that  he  belonged  to  a  wed- 
ding party,  in  a  house  just  by,  we  solicited  per- 
mission to  take  a  peep  at  the  festivities.  There 
were  two  rooms,  crowded  almost  to  suffocation  ; 
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md  the  gueste  were  dalking«  if  dancing  it  could 
be  called,  in  the  most  uproarious  dnd  turbulent 
manner^  evidently  not  so  much  e|[cited  by  the 
musici  which  proceeded  from  a  gro^ining  fiddle^ 
as  from  the  potations  in  which  they  had  in- 
dulged«    The  floor  was  not  very  well  calculated 
to  assist  their  steps  by  its  elasticity^  for  it  Was 
not  boarded,  so  that  the  dancers  had  not  only  the 
pleasure  of  kicking  up  the  dust,  but  the  chance 
of  stumbling  into  some  of  the  hollows  that  gave 
an  agreeable  variety  of  hill  and  dale  to  its  un- 
dulating surface.      The  fair  cause  of  all  this 
tumult,   the  bride,   was  a  strapping  creature^ 
whose  grenadierJike  stature  was  further  set  off, 
not  very  advantageously,  by  a  conical  high- 
crowned  hat,  that  actually  touched  the  ceiling  of 
the  room.    This  was  profusely  decorated  with 
tinsel;   and  her  hair  tied  with  several  broad 
ribands  that  hung  down  to  her  heels.  Her  shape 
was  of  the  most  perfect  symmetry  -^  not  Gre- 
cian, but  Dutch;    and  a  stomacher  of  black 
ribands,  with  a  white  apron,  completed  the  M- 
semble  of  her  charms  and  decorations.     The 
other  females    were    hardly    less    grotesquely 
attired ;    while  the  men  wore  hats  rivalling  in 
amplitude  of  verge  those  enormous  constructions 
of  black  velvet  which  the  English  ladies  thought 
BO  exceedingly  graceful  in  the  year  18^7 ;  and 
that   certainly  shielded  them  completely  from 
the   impertinent  scrutiny   of  the    disciples  of 
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Gall  and  Spurzheim.    As  the  apartments  were 
Dot  sufficiently  spacious  to  permit  all  the  com* 
pany  to  join  in  the  evolutions  of  the  dance,  some 
of  the  juniors  had  availed  themselves  of  the 
propinquity    of    the    churchyard ;    and    were 
actually  skipping  on  grave-covering  turf,  the 
windows   being   thrown    open,    so  that    they 
xnight  catch  the  strains  of  the  fiddler,  and  re* 
gulate  their  steps  in  concord  with  his  harmony. 
Curiosity  being  satisfied  as  to  these  Baccho-hy- 
meneal  proceedings,  we  resumed  our  journey ; 
and  having  passed  through  Rothenberg,  reached 
the  post-house  at  Salter:    over   the  door   of 
which,  as  well  as  those  of  many  other  houses, 
were  inscriptions  of  a  religious  nature.     The 
accommodations    here   for   horses,    cows,   and 
poultry,  —  quadrupeds  and  bipeds,   including, 
among  the  latter,  the  <*  bipes  impbimiSj*  —were 
all  beneath  one  roof;  yet  arranged  with  due 
regard  to  order,  precedence,  and  rank. 

In  a  vast  bam-like  space,  from  fifty  to  a  hun- 
dred  feet  in  length,  the  cattle  are  ranged  in 
stalls  on  each  side,  with  their  heads  not  towards 
the  wall,  but  in  the  contrary  direction.  At  the 
upper  end  is  the  dwelling-house,  to  which  the 
rest  of  the  building  forms  an  external  covering 
or  case.  This  has  doors  and  windows,  from 
which  the  inmates  may  survey  at  once  all  of  their 
enclosed  territory.  The  whole  has  certainly  a 
very  comfortable,  snug  appearance }  nor  are  any 
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ill  effects  found  to  arise  from  the  air  being  so 
confined,  or  from  the  breath  of  so  many  ani- 
mals. 

Within  ten  miles  of  Bremen  the  country  began 
to  assume  a  more  cheerful  aspect ;  and  the  roads 
were  adorned  with  trees  on  each  side.  Bremen, 
which  is  one  of  the  Hanse  towns,  and  the  capital 
of  the  duchy  of  that  name,  is  situated  on  a  plain 
on  the  river  Weser.  Vestiges  of  its  walls  and 
ramparts  still  remain ;  as  likewise  the  gates,  with 
large  round  towers  rising  above  them.  This 
place,  which  contains  about  40,000  inhabitants, 
is  divided  into  the  old  and  new  town,  the  former 
of  which  lies  to  the  north-east,  the  latter  to  the 
south-east.  The  square,  in  which  the  Dom  or 
cathedral  is  situated,  is  rather  handsome ;  and  in 
another,  which  is  used  as  a  vegetable  market,  is 
a  colossal  statue  of  Roland,  twenty  feet  in  height. 
The  houses  of  Bremen  are  very  irregularly  built, 
no  attention  being  paid  as  to  uniformity,  either 
with  regard  to  height  or  any  other  circumstance; 
but  all  of  them  are  roofed  with  red  tiles ;  and 
projecting  windows,  terminated  above  by  some 
statue  or  ornament,  seem  to  be  a  prevailing 
fashion.  A  few  years  ago  one  thousand  houses 
were  destroyed  by  gunpowder,  and  forty  persons 
killed.  The  streets  are  narrow,  and  badly 
paved  ;  and  lamps  are  suspended  in  the  centre, 
after  the  French  mode.  The  church  of  Notre 
Dame,  erected  in  1134,  is  an  interesting  Gothic 
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pile,  and  contains  within  several  carved  figures 
attached  to  many  parts  of  the  walls;  yet  it  has 
lately  been  white-washed,  in  the  true  church- 
warden style,  and  the  roof  has  been  spangled 
over  with  gilded  stars.  The  eastern  extremity 
of  the  church  is  eight  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  rest,  and  ascended  by  a  flight  of  steps.  In 
an  adjoining  building  are  nine  coffins,  containing 
as  many  bodies,  discovered  in  a  cellar  or  vault 
close  by.  Although  these  are  supposed  to  have 
been  buried  130  years  ago,  they  are  all  in  a  high 
state  of  preservation ;  and  at  first  I  conceived 
that  they  might  have  been  purposely  dried,  as 
is  the  custom  in  Sicily ;  but  was  informed  that 
their  decomposition  had  been  prevented  by  their 
having  been  placed  in  a  particular  current  of 
air,  which  had  produced  a  complete  exsiccation. 
One  of  these  bodies  is  said  to  be  that  of  an  En- 
glishman, and  another  that  of  Lady  Stanhope. 
The  long  cap  and  gloves  of  the  latter  were  takeu 
off  by  the  person  who  showed  us  these  relics  of 
mortality.  Whethe;-  these  articles  of  dress,  how- 
ever, were  original,  may  be  doubted,  as  they  had 
probably  been  since  substituted.  Contiguous  to 
this  church  is  a  monastery,  but  it  is  now  unoc- 
cupied. About  twenty  years  ago,  a  museum 
was  established  here,  which  contains  a  collection 
of  birds,  &c^,  but  the  whole  is  badly  arranged. 
The  theatre,  which  is  situated  on  the  ramparts, 
and  has  a  small  colonnade  in  front,  says  little 
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for  the  taste  of  the  people  of  Bremen,  for  within- 
side  it  is  very  confined,  slovenly,  and  paltry. 

This  town  is,  in  fact,  far  more  noted  for  its 
collection  of  antique  wines  than  museum,  and 
for  its  devotion  to  Bacchus  than  to  the  Muses. 
In  an  extensive  subterraneous  crypt,  called  the 
Rosen-keller,  is  a  range  of  enormous  butts ;  and 
the  wine  in  some  of  them  is  said  to  be  two  cen- 
turies old ;  yet  most  of  them  have  undoubtedly 
been  frequently  replenished,  and  it  is  to  be 
questioned  whether  any  one  contains  wine  of 
that  age.  One  of  these  butts  is  so  capacious 
that  it  holds  ISO  hogsheads.  *  In  one  apartment 
are  twelve  of  these  gigantic  vessels,  which,  by 
way  of  distinction,  are  most  indecorously  deno- 
minated the  Twelve  Apostles ;  on  each  of  which, 
as  if  the  idea  could  not  be  carried  too  far,  is 
bestowed  the  name  of  one  of  those  holy  men ; 
and  that  which  is  called  Judas  is  said  to  contain 
the  best  wine.  Hauf^  a  German  novelist  of  tbk 
present  day,  has  lately  published  a  wild  extra- 
vaganza, entitled  <<  Phantasien  im  Bremer 
Rathskeller,'^  where  he  supposes  himself  to  pass 
the  night  of  the  first  of  September  in  these  cele* 
brated  vaudts,  and  witnesses  an  annual  nocturnal 
revel  of  the  parties  whose  names  the  different 

*  I  cannot  touch  upon  the  subject  and  quality  of  wine 
without  mentioning  a  curious  fact  ^  that  during  this  year 
( 1825)  the  exportation  from  Oporto  was  40)550  pipes ;  of 
which  40,300  were  sent  to  Great  Britain. 
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vessels  bear;  among  whom  is  Jtmgfer  Rose^ 
a  lady  who  personifies  the  very  large  cask  so 
named,  which  bears  the  date  of  1615.  What 
wit  there  is  in  this  piece  is  very  ill  applied,  and 
does  no  credit  to  the  taste  of  those  who  can  en- 
dure such  foolery. 

The  vaults  ai*e  so  extensive  and  so  richly 
stored,  as  to  contain  no  fewer  than  the  astonish- 
ing number  of  two  thousand  hogsheads.  They 
are  all  arched  in  the  Gothic  stjfle,  and  there  is  a 
remarkable  echo,  for  a  person  whispering  at 
one  end  may  be  distinctly  heard  at  the  other  by 
any  one  placing  his  ear  against  the  walL  From 
their  architecture  and  contiguity  to  the  cathedral, 
it  is  most  probable  that  these  vaults  were  ori- 
ginally connected  with  that  building. 

Since  the  destruction  of  the  fortifications  in 
1801,  when  this  town  was  taken  by  General 
Vandamme,  the  ramparts  have  been  planted, 
and  now  form  a  very  agreeable  promenade^  with 
houses  in  front ;  the  ditches  also  have  been  filled 
with  water,  and  the  banks  ornamented  with 
shrubberies  and  walks,  so  that  what  had  once 
a  formidable  warlike  aspect,  presents  now  one  of 
rural  cheerfulness.  There  is  something  peculiar 
in  the  mills  for  grinding  corn,  these  being  fixed 
in  boats  stationed  on  the  Weser. 

On  quitting  Bremen,  we  entered  the  Hano- 
verian territories,  and  here  we  still  perceived 
traces  of  the  late  desolating  floods,  most  of  the 
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fields  being  under  water.  At  Cuckrow,  where 
we  stopped,  the  houses  have  no  chimneys,  but 
the  smoke  is  suffered  to  penetrate  all  the  rooms ; 
to  which  inconvenience  the  inhabitants  submit, 
that  they  may  smoke  their  meat ;  and  great  num- 
bers of  geese  are  cut  up,  suspended  from  the 
ceilings,  and  prepared  in  this  manner  j  which 
method  is  certainly  economical,  inasmuch  as  it 
saves  additional  fuel  for  this  purpose;  yet  it 
seems  equally  well  contrived  for  smoking  and 
tanning  living  as  well  as  dead  bodies. 

After  passing  Bonsto£^  the  road  became  so 
exceedingly  bad  that  our  carriage  was  upset ; 
yet  fortunately  this  accident  was  attended  ^ith 
no  more  serious  consequences  than  a  few  bruises. 
We  were,  however,  obliged  to  proceed  after- 
wards at  a  foot-pace,  crawling  on  to  Diephold, 
and  reminded  at  every  jolt  over  this  rugged 
tract  that  we  were  no  longer  either  in  Sweden 
or  Norway,  where  the  roads  are  as  excellent  as 
here  they  are  miserable. 

In  the  inn,  we  found,  on  retiring  to  rest,  that 
we  were  to  repose,  not  in  beds,  but  in  wicker 
cradles,  like  those  of  children,  and  scarcely  larger, 
being  not  more  than  three  feet  wide,  nor  did 
their  length  altogether  exceed  six  feet  i  so  that 
a  person  at  all  exceeding  a  reasonable  compass 
would  be  wedged  fast  in  one  of  these  infant 
couches.  We  were  therefore  absolutely  deprived 
of  the  luxury  of  stretching  out  our  weary  limbs 
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after  the  continued  jolting  of  the  preceding  day, 
and  but  ill  prepared  to  encounter  that  of  the 
next,  which  was,  if  possible,  still  worse.  Beypnd 
Bomtee,  however,  where^  by  the  by,  the  landlord 
exultingly  informed  us  that  His  Majesty  had 
stopped  at  his  house,  during  his  visit  to  his 
^Hanoverian  dominions,  the  road  became  better, 
and  workmen  were  busily  employed  in  Macadam- 
izing it.  In  the  evening  we  reached  Osna- 
burg,  a  city  whose  name  is  familiar  to  English 
ears,  the  late  Duke  of  York  having  been  titular 
bishop  of  it  The  place  itself  is  not  very  in- 
viting, the  streets  being  narrow  and  crooked; 
but  it  is  surrounded  by  gardens  with  summer- 
houses  and  other  ornamental  structures.  Many 
of  the  houses  are  very  antiquated,  with  gable 
fronts,  and  the  different  stories  hanging  over 
each  other;  an  admirable  contrivance  for  ex^ 
eluding  light  and  air,  and  rendering  the  streets^ 
already  too  narrow,  still  more  dismal ;  to  say 
nothing  of  the  great  advantage  in  case  of  fire  — 
when,  of  course,  there  is  little  chance  of  the  op- 
posite houses  escaping  the  flames.  If,  too,  the 
streets  are  dismal  by  day,  they  are  so  badly 
lighted  at  night,  that  people  are  forced  to  carry 
lanterns;  which  is  the  more  necessary  as  the 
footpaths  aie  high  and  narrow.  The  town- 
house  is  situated  in  a  square,  where  is  also  the 
church  of  St  Mary.  Over  the  entrance  of 
the  former  building  is  a  colossal  figure  in  ar- 
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mour,  holding  ft  sword.     In  the  hall  is  a  picture, 
containing  portraits  of  all  the  ambassadors,  forty- 
four  in  number,  who  were   present  when  the 
^treaty  of  peace  was  signed  here  between  Ger- 
many  and  Sweden,  in  1648,  in  favour  of  the 
Protestant  religion.    Over  one  of  the  doors  in 
the  room  are  three  swords  that  were  formerly 
used  for  decapitating  criminals.    These  are  now 
superseded  by  an  instrument  also  in  the  form  of 
a  sword,  and  there  is  a  larger  one,  loaded  with 
quicksilver,  which  is  said  to  be  more  expeditious 
in  performing  its  dreadful  oflSce.     Capital  pu- 
nishment is,  however,  rarely  inflicted  now,  except 
in  cases  of  peculiar  atrocity.     The  church  of 
St  Mary  is  a  considerably'^  spacious  edifice,  in 
the  Gothic  style,  being  about  two  hundred  feet 
long.     The  altar,  which  is  of  carved  wood,  is 
gilt  in  a  tawdry  style,  and  behind  it  is  an  in- 
scription, recording  a  conflagration  in  the  year 
1613,  when  this  edifice  and  942  houses  were 
destroyed.     There  is  also  another  inscription, 
commemorating  a  similar  public  calamity  in  1579} 
when  seven»thousandof  the  inhabitants  perished 
in  the  flames.     The  walls  of  this  church  are 
crowded  with  costly  monuments,  and  at  the  time 
of  our  visit  great  repairs  were  making  to  the 
organ,  in  consequence  of  a  recent  bequest  for 
that  purpose,  of  1000/.  by  a  Hanoverian  mer- 
chant.   The  cathedral,  which  is  an  exceedingly 
ancient  pile,  being  asserted  to  be  about  a  thou- 
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sand  years  old,  has  a  magnificent  altar,  with  a 
crystal  cross,  on  which  is  an  eflBgy  of  our  Saviour 
in  gold.  At  the  back  of  it  are  several  presses, 
containing  massive  silver  candlesticks,  models  of 
churches,  and  a  silver  crown,  said  to  be  that  of 
Charles  le  Gros.  At  one  time  there  were  also 
here  several  silver  images  of  the  apostles,  all  of 
which  were  carried  off  by  the  Swedes,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  of  St  Peter.  The  palace,  which 
is  an  ancient  quadrangular  structure,  of  plain 
appearance,  was  occupied  by  our  present  sove- 
reign on  his  visit  to  this  city.  There  is  a  gym- 
nasium for  Lutherans,  which  has  seven  masters^ 
and  two  hundred  and  seventy  students ;  and  an- 
other for  Catholics.  To  the  former  of  these 
His  Majesty  made  a  donation  of  2000  dollars. 

Beyond  Osnaburg  the  country  became  beau- 
tiful, and  the  rural  character  of  the  landscape 
was  increased  by  the  number  of  farm-houses,  all 
of  which  had  an  air  of  snugness  and  comfort 
about  them,  that  rendered  them  highly  pleasing 
objects.  After  passing  through  a  wood,  a  magni- 
ficent prospect  burst  upon  us  of  an  extensive 
plain  immediately  beneath.  On  .an  eminence, 
above  the  village  of  Iburg,  is  a  pile  of  building, 

**  An  old,  old  monastery  once,  and  now 
Still  older  mansion/' 

which  has  been  occupied  since  1803  by  the  go- 
vernor of  the  district.     Although  a  village,  this 
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place  contains  about  800  inhabitants  and  two 
churches.  Tliis  was  also  the  birth-place  of  the 
mother  of  Frederick  the  Great. 

At  Telget,  we  were  informed  by  the  landlord 
of  the  inn  where  we  alighted,  that  his  dwelling, 
humble  as  it  appeared,  had  been  honoured  by 
having  been,  for  several  days,  the  residence  of 
His  Majesty  George  IV. ;  for  which  honour  we 
found  that  he  had  been  more  indebted  to  acci- 
dent than  design,  since  one  of  the  carriages 
having  been  upset,  the  attendants  behind  had 
been    flung    off,    and    one    of  them    severely 
wounded.     With  his  characteristic  humanilyy 
therefore.  His  Majesty  ordered  him  to  be  convey, 
ed  into  this  house,  alighted  himself,  and  remained 
here  a  whole  day.     This  circumstance  proved  a 
fortunate  one  for  the  landlord,  as  it  produced 
him  a  thousand  dollars;   it  is  needless,   there^ 
fore,  to  say,  that  he  spoke  of  our  monarch's  libe- 
rality in  the  most  rapturous  terms.     Even  the 
stains  of  blood  on  the  table,   on  which   the 
wounded  man  was  laid  when  first  brought  into 
the  house,  were  pointed  out  to  us,  and  will,  with- 
out doubt,  be  carefully  preserved  as  a  memorial 
for  his  descendants.     Had  it  not  been  for  this 
occurrence,    I    much    doubt   whether  Telget 
would  have  been  long  favoured  with  the  presence 
of  royalty,  as  the  place  itself  has  nothing  attrac- 
tive in  its  aspect. 
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Not  having  met  with  any  similar  accident  to  de- 
tain ourselves,  we  now  hastened  on  to  Munster, 
whose  spires  shortly  after  appeared  at  the  ex- 
tremily  of  a  heath.  In  the  environs  of  the  city  are 
many  gardens,  with  pleasure-houses  and  pavilions, 
which  are  the  favourite  resort  of  the  citizens  on 
summer  evenings.  This  place  is  of  some  import- 
ance, being  the  capital  both  of  the  duchy  of  the 
same  name  and  of  all  Wes^halia.*  It  was  for- 
merly fortified,  but  little  remains,  at  present, 
even  to  indicate  its  once  military  appearance, 
except  a  few  fragments  of  ancient  walls.  There 
are  eleven  churches ;  and  the  first  of  these  is  St. 
Lambert's,  said  to  have  been  built  800  years  ago. 
The  principal  altar  is  ornamented  with  Doric 
columns,  and  therefore  quite  out  of  character 
with  the  rest  of  the  edifice.  On  the  walls  are 
many  old  paintings  of  subjects  from  the  New 
Testament,  with  figures  of  bishops  and  saints ; 
there  is  also  a  most  preposterous  image  of  the 
Virgin,  with  three  swords  sticking  in  her  breast. 
Hie  windows  have  a  quantity  of  stained  glass, 
emblazoned  with  armorial  bearings.  From  the 
tower  of  this  church,  which  is  SO7  feet  high,  is 
a  fine  prospect  of  the  surrounding  country ;  but 
what  renders  this  building  interesting  to  the  his* 
torical  traveller,  is,  that  it  was  here  John  of 
Leyden,  King  of  the  Anabaptists,  as  he  styled 
himself,  suffered  torture  for  having  seized  upon 
the  city,  which  was  retaken  after  a  siege  of  four- 
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teen  months.  Three  iron  cages^  about  eight 
feet  high,  and  four  in  breadth,  project  from  the 
walls  near  the  summit  of  this  tower,  in  which  he 
and  two  of  his  accomplices  were  exhibited  like 
wild  beasts.  The  cathedral,  which  is  a  still 
more  ancient  edifice,  situated  in  a  square  planted 
with  trees,  has  attached  to  it  a  monastery  in  good 
preservation,  and  in  the  cloisters  bdonging  to  it 
are  numerous  monuments,  &c.  There  are  some 
old  paintings,  one  of  which  represents  Christ 
driving  the  money-changers  from  the  Temple. 
We  were  shown  an  enormous  chess-board,  about 
five  feet  long  and  two  broad,  which  is  said  to 
have  belonged  to  John  of  Leyden.  There  is, 
too,  a  curious  clock,  which  is  pointed  out  as  one 
of  the  '<  lions''  of  this  cathedral,  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  most  ingenious  piece  of  mechanism  3 
there  are  four  figures,— one  with  a  trumpet,  the 
second  with  a  hammer,  a  third  representing 
Time  with  his  scythe,  and  the  fourth  Death  with 
a  dart  in  one  hand,  arid  an  arrdW  in  the  others 
At  the  expiration  of  each  quarter  of  an  hour,  the 
first  figure  sounds  his  trumpet,  and  the  other 
strikes  with  his  hammer ;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
hour.  Death  gives  a  blow  with  his  dart,  and 
Time  reverses  his  hour  glass. 

The  town-house  is  a  very  antique  and  missive 
building,  the  walls  being  eight  feet  thick ;  the 
windows  are  Gothic,  and  two  of  them  have 
stained  glass,  with  figures  of  Justice,  Fortitude, 
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Charity,  Patience,  Hope,  and  Faith.  The  hall, 
which  is  sixty  feet  in  length,  by  thirty  in  breadth, 
has  some  grotesque  but  well-executed  carvings  ; 
and  niches  or  stalls,  with  seats  and  cushions, 
over  which  are  the  names  of  the  persons  to 
whom  they  belonged.  At  one  end  was  a 
table  covered  with  coarse  tapestry,  and  at  the 
other  an  enormous  fire-place,  with  a  massive 
canopy  of  carved  wood,  representing  various 
events  in  the  life  of  our  Saviour.  The  walls 
are  adorned,  like  those  in  the  town-hall  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  with  the  portraits  of  those  who  were 
present  here  at  the  signing  of  important  public 
treaties.  A  door  beneath  the  table  was  opened 
by  our  cicerone,  who  took  out  a  silver  figure, 
representing  a  game-cock,  the  head  of  which  can 
be  tak^i  off  by  unscrewing  it,  when  it  forms  k 
drinking  cup,  in  which  capacity  it  is  used  at  the 
election  of  a  burgomaster.  .  Among  other  cu- 
riosities was  exhibited  to  us  the  hand  of  a  notary 
public,  which  was  chopped  off  in  I7OS,  for  forg- 
ing a  document,  and  is  preserved  here  in  ierro- 
rem  ;  also  an  iron  collar,  with  spikes,  —  no  very 
pleasing  memorial  of  the  barbarities  formerly 
inflicted  upon  criminals.  Besides  these,  was 
an  iron  sword  six  feet  in  length,  which  for- 
midable weapon  is  still  borne  in  procession  on 
some  occasions.  It  was  in  this  hall  that  the 
famous  treaty  of  Westphalia,  which  terminated  a 
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religious  wSr^e  that  had  been  carried  on  for 
thirty  years,  was  signed  in  1648. 

The  city  itself  is  very  ancient;  and  the 
houses,  the  fronts  of  which  are  decorated  with 
carvings  and  figures,  generally  rest  upon  arches, 
beneath  these  are  the  shops,  and  the  latter  are 
consequently  very  gloomy.  There  are  about 
18,000  inhabitants,  the  greater  part  of  whom  are 
Catholics.  The  walks  around  the  town  are  plea- 
sant, particularly  those  on  the  ramparts,  which 
are  planted  with  lime-trees,  and  command  a 
prospect^  of  the  river  Aa  that  flows  beneath. 

AltJiough  the  greater  part  of  the  population 
are  Catholics,  recent  political  changes  have 
considerably  increased  the  number  of  Protes- 
tants ;  and  in  August,  1818,  the  Catholic  uni- 
versity, which  had  of  late  years  about  300 
students,  was  broken  up ;  but  there  is  still  a 
seminary  for  educating  priests  of  that  persuasion; 
also  a  Catholic  gymnasium,  which  latter  has 
about  250  scholars,  and  a  library  containing 
25,000  volumes.  Horses  must  be  cheap  here, 
if  I  may  judge  from  a  strong  one  for  a  cart, 
which  I  saw  sold  in  the  principal  street  for  one 
guinea. 
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Execuiionqf  a  crimmaL -^  Bemarkt  oh  capital  i 

—  Route  from  Munster.  —  DusseUorffl  — Picture  GaBery. 

—  Cologne.  —  Route J¥om  thence  to  St.  Julien. — Punisk- 
ment*. — Ghenl.  — Muteum.  *-  Convent  of  Nmu.  —  Cam- 

tf.  —  Litle.  -<^  Calais. 


On  departing  from  Munster,  althoagh  nt  the 
early  hour  of  aix  o'clock  in.  die  tnondng^  we 
found  the  whole  town  in  motion,  and  crowds 
proceeding  along  the  great  road  to  witness  the 
execution  of  a  criminal ;  an  event  that  excited 
a  great  sensation,  no  such  punisfameni  having 
occurred  since  1812,  when  the  guillotine  was 
used,  as  at  that  time  the  town  was  occupied  by 
the  French.  The  spot  to  which  the  throngs 
were  repairing,  to  gratify  their  morbid  cunosityy 
was  about  two  miles  beyond  the  town  ^  and  on 
hearing  that  the  malefactor  was  to  be  broken  on 
the  wheel,  a  mode  of  punishment,  we  had  Bever 
witnessed,  we  also  yielded  to  the  same  feelii^ ; 
and  on  arriving  at  the  place,  alighted^  and 
joined  the  crowd.  The  multitude  here  collected 
formed  a  dense  mass,  and  all  the  trees  around 
were  occupied  by  eager  spectators.  It  does  not 
say  much  for  the  tenderness  of  the  softer  sex, 
who,  at  least,  are  supposed  to  be  more  suscepti- 
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ble  of  pity,  and  more  averse  to  sights  of  pain 
and  horror,  that  the  majority  of  the  assembly 
were  females.  Sm'ely,  whether  phrenologists 
have  yet  discovered  it  or  not,  there  must  be  some 
organ  of  cruelty^  the  development  of  which  in- 
cites the  ladies  of  Spain  to  take  delight  in  wit- 
nessing the  tortures  of  a  poor  animal,  maddened 
to  desperation  by  its  cowardly  pursuers,  at  a  bull- 
fight ;  and  which  led  the  dames  and  beldames 
of  Munster  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  an  exe^ 
cution. 

On  the  scaffold,  which  was  about  twenty  feet 
in  width,  was  a  wheel  resembling  those  of  a  smaU 
chaise,  with  an  axletree  in  the  centre,  and  a 
piece  of  sharp  iron  at  the  extremity ;  and  be- 
side it  stood  the  executioner,  not  attired  d  la 
Jack  Ketchf  but  in  a  costume  not  unlike  that 
once  belonging  to  a  profession  which,  although 
satirists  have  compared  them  to  executioners, 
would  feel  indignant  at  the  allusion.  A  suit 
of  black,  with  a  steel-handled  sword  and  steel 
buckles,  a  ruffled  shirt,  and  cocked  hat,  gave 
to  this  operator  a  resemblance  to  a  well-dressed 
physician  of  some  half  century  ago,  when  such 
a  dress  was  considered  as  indispensable  as 
.'a  diploma.  His  assistants,  however,  were  less 
trimly,  perhaps  more  appropriately  attired ;  for, 
firom  their  blue  frocks  and  their  caps,  they  had  a 
good  deal  of  the  appearance  of  butchers,  and 
from  their  sang  Jroid  seemed  perfectly  accus- 
tomed  to  such  scenes  of  blood. 
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The  criminal  was  drawn  in  a  cart,  escorted  on 
each  side  by  hussars,  and  attended  by  a  vener- 
able personage,  his  confessor.  The  whole  caval- 
cade reached  the  fatal  spot  about  eight  o'clock* 
A  solemn  silence  ensued  while  the  criminal 
ascended  the  scaffold,  and  during  the  time  he 
was  engaged  in  prayer  with  the  priest,  holding  a 
large  crucifix  in  his  hand.  After  they  had  been 
a  short  time  engaged  in  devotion,  the  latter  made 
the  sign  of  the  cross ;  on  which  the  miserable 
victim  was  desired  to  lie  down,  when  he  clasped 
his  hands,  and  appeared  to  offer  up  a  final  ejacu- 
lation to  that  Being,  from  whom  alone  salvation 
for  his  immortal  part  could  be  obtained.  He  was 
then  placed  horizontally  on  the  scaffold,  and  his 
arms  and  legs  widely  extended.  Under  these,  at 
the  wrists  and  ancles,  and  below  each  of  the 
thighs,  were  placed  blocks,  hollowed  in  the 
centre.  Cords  were  then  tied  round  his  wrists 
and  1^,  and  the  ends  of  them  were  introduced 
through  holes  in  the  scaffold,  and  there  made  fast 
underneath.  After  this  a  rope  was  put  round 
his  neck,  and  the  end  of  it,  which  was  of  consi- 
derable length,  made  to  pass  through  the  scaf- 
fold in  a  similar  manner.  After  tying  the  cords, 
the  executioner  put  a  stick  between  them,  which ' 
he  twisted  with  all  his  strength  ;  and  the  priest 
then  stooped  down  over  the  face  of  the  sufferer, 
holding  up  the  cross.  The  hands  and  face  of  the 
wretched  sufferer  became  actually  red  and  blue ; 
and  although  it  might  have  been  supposed  that 
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strangulation  was  sufficient  to  have  satisfied  the 
ends  of  public  justice,  yet  a  different  idea  ap- 
pears to  have  been  entertained  by  the  authori- 
ties, for  one  of  the  assistants  gave  three  loud 
stamps  with  his  foot,  as  a  signal  to  proceed  to  the 
more  dreadful  part  of  the  proceedings.  He  then 
took  up  the  wheel,  and  lifting  it  near  to  his  chin, 
plunged  the  extremity  of  the  axletree  with  great 
force  on  each  of  the  legs,  arms,  and  thighs,  and 
repeated  this  dreadful  operation  on  the  chest  and 
bedly.  The  former  were,  at  each  blow,  com- 
pletely smashed ;  when  shrieks  and  groans  per-  * 
vaded  the  multitude  at  hearing  the  hollow  sound, 
as  the  horrid  instrument  struck  the  stomach. 
This  being  done,  the  confessor  came  to  the  front 
of  the  sca£R)ld,  and  addressed  the  multitude; 
after  which  he  turned  to  another  part  of  it,  and 
kneeled  with  a  book  in  his  hand,  apparently  in  a 
state  of  extreme  agitation  and  tremour.  On 
being  taken  up,  the  mangled  remains  presented 
a  most  frightful  spectade,  the  limbs  hanging 
merely  by  the  tendons  and  cartilages,  so  as  to 
swing  to  and  fro ;  they  were  then  put  into  a 
coarse  box,  and  hurried  to  a  hole  about  a 
hundred  yards  ofl^  and  covered  expeditiously 
with  earth.  *    Not  satisfied  with  the  horrors  they 

*  In  the  Roman  capital  is  a  burying-place  for  criminals, 
with  the  following  short  but  expressive  exclamation :  — 

**  Domine  cum  veneris  judicare 
Noli  nos  condemnare." 
VOL.  II.  T 
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had  already  witnessed^  the  crowd  flocked  to  the 
scaffdd,  and  ascended  it  to  examine  more  neady 
the  dreadful  apparatus ;  and  as  a  proof  bow  little 
they  were  afiected  hy  what  was  intended  as  a 
terrific  warning  to  others,  they  indulged  in  tbe 
most  shamefal  jests  and  observations. 

Some  idea  of  this  execution  may  be  formed 
from  the  prefixed  sketch,  which  I  todk  oa  the 
spot  at  the  moment* 

I  am  far  from  wishing  to  call  in  questioD  the 
expediency  of  public  executions  and  capital  pu* 
nishments  for  murder  and  other  atrocimis  crimes ; 
but  then  it  is  highly  desirable  that  they  should 
be  accompanied  by  no  unnecessary  barbarities  $ 
which,  so  far  from  rendering  such  spectacles 
more  impressive  and  awful,  rather  tend  either  to 
excite  compassion  for  the  culprit,  —  to  induce  w 
to  forget  his  crime  in  his  sufferings,  and  consider 
the  authority  which  dooms  him  to  them  in  op* 
position  to  the  principles  of  our  rdligion,.-*-  of  to 
create  a  depraved  taste  for  witnessing  scenes  of 
cruelty,  so  as  thereby  to  render  men  icaIlous»  aad 
defeat  the  very  ends  for  whieh  such  sanguiaary 
exhibitions  are  made.  It  may,  p^haps,  B&er  al]» 
be  doubted,  whether  society  is,  upon  the  whole, 
benefited  by  such  rigour  on  tbe  part  of  the  law : 
the  offending  individual  may  be  removed,  but 

*  It  appears  that  in  MunBter  torture  was  declared  to  be 
abolished  in  1776. 
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unless  others  we  deterred  ftpm  pursuing  similar 
courses^  the  ranks  of  crime  and  desperate  hardi- 
hood are  soon  filled  up  by  fresh  recruits*  Soli- 
tary confinement,  not  of  a  month  or  two»  —  for 
such  a  term  is  insufficient  to  produce  any  amend- 
ment, — seems  to  be  the  most  efficacious  mode  of 
checking  crime;  for  desperate  and  depraved, 
indeed,  must  be  that  wretch,  who,  left  to  the  mo- 
nition of  his  own  solitary  thoughts,  isolated  from 
all  communion  with  his  kind,  with  nothing  to 
embolden,  nothing  to  countenance  his  wicked- 
ness, but,  on  the  contrary,  feeling  every  instant 
the  misery  in  which  he  has  plunged  himself, 
would  not  be  warned,  for  the  future,  from  wick- 
edness and  vice.  Itishardlypossible  to  conceive 
that  such  a  being  exists.  At  present  the  despe- 
rate ruffian,  so  hx  from  being  intimidated  at  be- 
holding his  fellows  in  crime  suffer  on  the  scaf- 
fold, not  only  calculates  on  the  chances  of  escape, 
—knowing  what  a  comparatively  small  proportion 
of  those  tried  for  heinous  crimes  reaUy  undergo 
the  last  sentence  of  the  law, — but  hardens  him- 
self by  the  reflection  that  should  it  be  his  iU  luck 
to  be  at  length  condemned,  the  interval  between 
the  sentence  being  passed  and  its  being  put  into 
execution,  is  short  But  the  midnight  assassin, 
who  might  brave  death  by  the  executioner,  see- 
ing the  briefness  of  the  actual  suffering  attending 
it,  might  pause  with  horror  ere  he  would  com- 
mit a  crime,  which,  he  knew,  would  cut  him  off 
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from  life  ere  vitality  was  extinct,  and  consign 
him  to  that  solitary,  silent  cell,  where  his  only 
associates  for  years — perhaps  for  the  rest  of  his 
existence  in  this  world — would  be  his  own  reflec- 
tions. A  man  may  bi^ave  the  terrors  of  the  gal- 
lows, he  may  be  so  hardened  in  iniquity  as  to  feel 
neither  compunction  nor  remorse  for  his  guilt,  he 
may  die  sullenly,,  daringly ;  but  where  is  the 
heart  that  would  not  quail  at  the  prospect  of 
protracted  captivity  —  of  a  living  death  ?  No  I 
nothing  but  either  the  consciousness  of  inno- 
cence, or  sincere  repentance,  could  enable  a 
human  being  to  endure  such  a  Me  —  a  doom, 
which  only  the  height  of  madness  would  provoke. 
If  it  be  said  that  this  is  mere  supposition,  I 
would  reply,  "  Make  the  experiment  If  it 
should  fail,  if  it  should  prove  less  efficadous  than 
the  present  system,  then,  by  all  means,  return 
to  the  latter,* 


*  A  law  has  be&k  passed  in  America  abolishing  c^>ital 
punishments,  excepting  in  case  of  murder  :  — 

**  Whereas  the  design  of  punishment  is  to  prevent  the 
commission  of  crimes,  and  to  repair  the  injury  that  hath 
been  thereby  done  to  society  or  the  individual,  and  it  hath 
been  found  by  experience  that  these  objects  are  better  ob- 
tained by  moderate,  but  certain  penalties,  than  by  severe  and 
excessive  punishments ;  and  whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
government  to  endeavour  to  reform  rather  than  extermmaie 
offenders,  and  that  the  punishment  of  death  ought  never  to  be 
'  inflicted  where  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  public 
safety ;  therefore,  be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in 
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We  quitted  the  spot  where  we  had  beheld  a 
feUow-creature  undergo  such  agonies,  with  feel- 
ings of  horror^  and  minds  little  disposed  to 
enjoy  the  beauties  of  nature,  or  the  pleasing 
scenery  of  a  woody  and  well-cultivated  country. 
Although  there  was  much  to  denote  prosperity, 
there  were  not  many  signs  of  opulence,  and  very 
few  gentlemen^s  seats.  Having  passed  through 
Dulman,  a  small  town,  where  there  is  a  mansion 
of  considerable  size,  occupied  by  the  Due  de 
Croix,  we  reached  Haltren,  which  was,  at  one 
time,  the  asylum  of  a  number  of  French  emi- 
grants. At  the  inn,  where  we  stopped  for  a  short 
time,  we  observed  a  novel  mode  of  kindling  a 
fire:  for  this  purpose  a  large  iron  poker  was 
used,  perforated  so  as  to  form  a  hollow  tube, 
which  being  blown  into  at  one  end  by  the  mouth, 
a  blazing  fire  was  got  up  in  a  few  minutes.  The 


General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  thai  no  crime  whatever  hereafter  com- 
mitted, except  murder  of  the^ri^  degreet  shall  be  punished 
with  death  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania."  And  to  this  it 
may  be  added,  that  the  grand  council  of  the  canton  of  Va- 
lois  in  Switzerland  (1827)  has  published  a  decreci  abolishing 
the  punishment ;  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  enactment, 
so  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  will  be  followed  by 
similar  decrees  in  Geneva,  Bavaria,  &c.  Let  me  express  a 
hope,  that  such  generous  resolution  and  noble  spirit  of  hu- 
manity may  rapidly  spread  over  the  world,  where  the  dread- 
ful punishment  is  inflicted  even  for  comparatively  trifling 
offences* 
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coDtrivanoe  was  ingenious,  and,  independenfly  of 
the  double  office  to  which  the  instrament  can  be 
applied,  it  seemed  to  answer  the  intended  pur* 
pose  as  well  as,  perhaps  better  than,  a  pair  of 
bellows. 

From  this  place  the  road  was  so  bad  that  we 
were  obliged  to  take  additional  horses ;  and  even 
then  it  was  with  the  utmost  exertion  we  could 
get  along,  expecting,  too,  every  minute,  that  the 
carriage  would  be  either  upset  or  shattered  to 
pieces.  Sometimes  we  were  compelled  to  halt 
to  rest  die  horses  a  few  minutes ;  noa  could  we 
any  where  proceed  at  more  than  a  funeral  pace. 
In  this  wretched  manner  did  we  crawl  on  for 
twelve  weary  hours  to  Durstan  j  beyond  which 
we  entered  upon  an  extensive  heath,  where  we 
beheld  the  spires  of  Wessel,  which  is  situated  on 
the  river  Lippe.  At  length,  after  travelling  only 
twenty-five  miles  in  fourteen  hours,  we  entered 
Dusseldorff. 

This  town  is  beautifully  situated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Dussel,  near  its  confluence  with  the 
Rhine,  and  was  once  the  capital  of  the  duchy  of 
Berg.  The  fortifications  were  demolished  dur- 
ing the  revolutionary  war,  and  the  castle,  with  a 
church  in  front  of  the  river,  now  a  melancholy 
mass  of  ruins,  was  burned  in  a  most  severe 
bombardment  in  1794 ;  and  in  1796  the  place 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French.  There  are 
several  squares ;  and  in  one  of  them  is  a  bronze 
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equestrian  statue  of  the  Elector,  John  William, 
in  armour.  It  is  a  noble  ot^ettt  and  the  figure 
itself  is  well  executed ;  but  the  pedestal  is  in  a 
most  shamefully  dilapidated  state ;  the  inscrip- 
tion is  defaced;  and  the  railing,  which  once 
enclosed  it,  has  been  torn  away.  In  fact,  it  de- 
serves  a  better  site ;  for  the  spot  where  it  stands 
is  used  as  a  vegetable  market,  so  that  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  approach  near  enough  to  examine  the 
statue,  the  place  being  almost  choked  up  by 
Stalls.  In  the  same  square  is  an  old  palace, 
which  was  formerly  the  residence  of  the  Electors. 
The  celebrated  gallery,  however,  so  long  the 
pride  and  boast  of  this  city,  and  which  used  to 
attract  artists  and  amateurs  from  every  quarter  of 
Europe,  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist,  the  chief 
pictures  having  been  removed  to  Munich.  Still 
there  is  a  large  gallery,  108  feet  long  by  34  wide, 
which  contains  above  SOO  pictures ;  and  among 
these  are  some  by  Riq[>hael,  Correggio,  Rubens, 
Vandyke,  and  other  celebrated  masters.  The 
other  apartments  were  shut  up,  being  open  to 
the  public  only  during  summer.  Adjoining  this 
building  is  a  library,  containing  20,000  volumes, 
in  which  Prince  Frederick  of  Prussia  has  apart* 
'ments.  Among  the  churches,  that  of  the  Jesuits 
is  tlie  most  noted  for  its  splendour,  and  adorned 
with  columns  and  statues.  Many  parts  of  this  town 
have  been  lately  rebuilt :  the  streets  ^are  spacious, 
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regular,  and  cheerful ;  and  the  houses,  which  are 
of  brick,  stuccoed,  have  generally  handsome  ex- 
teriors. Frederick  Street,  which  is  nearly  one 
mile  in  length,  and  152  feet  in  breadth,  has 
two  walks  in  the  centre,  ornamented  with  lime 
trees,  and  roads  for  carriages,  each  forty  feet  in 
breadth,  after  the  plan  of  the  Linden  walk  at 
Berlin,  At  the  extremity  is  a  small  harbour, 
communicating  with  the  Rhine,  formed  by  Bona- 
parte, who  laid  the  first  stone ;  and  although  not 
yet  complete,  it  admits  vessels.  Few  places  are, 
perhaps,  laid  out  more  beautifully  with  walks, 
shrubberies,  and  trees.  There  is  a  fly-bridge, 
J5  feet  long  and  61  broad. 

Provisions  are  much  dearer  now  than  when 
the  place  was  in  the  possession  of  the  French  ; 
and  the  imposts,  which  are  levied  on  certain 
articles,  when  brought  into  town,  are  sadly  com- 
plained of;  for  instance,  a  tax  of  three  hal£> 
pence  is  levied  on  every  sack  of  potatoes,  and 
several  shiUings  on  each  bag  of  flour. 

Leaving  Dusseldorfl^  we  proceeded  in  the  dili- 
gence to  Cologne,  travelUng  through  a  delight- 
ful, romantic  country,  where  we  frequently 
caught  a  glimpse  of  the  Rhine,  whose  stream 
and  banks  form  such  beautiful  features  in  the 
landscape.  We  passed  a  noble  chdteau  belong- 
ing to  the  Prince  of  Salm,  with  detached  wings 
in  a  semicircular  form,  and  having  a  sheet  of 
water  in  front  of  it    The  prince,  who  is  step- 
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son  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  is  united  to  a 
lady  said  to  be  immensely  rich. 

Having  described  Cologne  in  a  former  tour, 
and  our  stay  being  now  too  short  to  admit  of 
making  any  fresh  observations  of  interest^  I 
shall  say  nothing  here  respecting  this  ancient 
city,  only  remarking  that  we  experienced  some 
trouble  as  to  our  passport,  in  consequence  of  its 
not  having  been  signed  at  Hamburgh  by  the 
Prussian  minister,  which,  it  seems,  is  reg^u^ed 
as  an  indispensable  formality. 

On  leaving  Cologne,  we  met  a  felon,  escorted 
by  an  officer  on  horseback,  and  followed  by  an- 
other behind  with  a  drawn  sword.    The  houses 
in  this  direction  seemed  to  be  miserable  habita- 
tions, being  merely  frames  of  wood,  filled  up 
with  clay,  and  covered  with  thatoh.  Many  carts, 
piled  up  with  goods  to  a  prodigious  height^ 
passed  us,  and  attracted  our  notice  by  the  sin*, 
gularily  of  their  construction,  the  shafts  being 
of  very  unusual  length,  and  near  each  other,  and 
their  wheels  remarkably  high.   The  horses,  also, 
made  a  curious  appearance,  having  a  kind  of 
tippet  of  sheep-skins,  dyed  blue,  and  ornamented 
with  a  profusion  of  bells.     We  now  passed  St. 
Julien,  whose  triste  appearance  did  not  make  us 
regret  that  we  had  no  leisure  to  inspect  it. 
After  this  we  halted  for  a  short  time  on  the 
road,  which  afforded  an  opportunity,  while  the 
horses  were  changing,  to  witness  a  bousing  scene 
within  the  inn,  where  a  party  of  both  sexes 
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w«re  cMCMisiilg  with  the  fiieedoim  although  not 
the  classical  elegaoce*  of  a  troop  of  bacchanalJaiMi 
by  PouflsuDU    The  uproar  of  the  place,  and  the 
dense  douds  of  smoke  in  whidi  the  apartment 
vas  eDydoped^-4herd>7  serving,  at  least,  to  caat 
avcil  over  its  fidi — ^ was  soch thai;  ire  weiesocm 
glad  to  eacape  from  it.    How  singular  is  tastei 
Hers  were  these  pecq^  instead  of  enjojing 
the  fresh  breath  of  hMven,  as  peasants  ar» 
supposed  to  do  by  drawing-room  writers  and 
drawing-room    readers,    voluntarily    immuring 
themselves  in  an  atmosphere,  that,  for  stench 
and  foulness^  yielded  not  to  that  of  the  veriest 
stye  in  St.  Giles's ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  hor* 
rible  dissonance  of  sounds,  confusion  worse  con* 
founded,  that  stunned  our  ears.      These  dnL 
dren  of  simplicity  and  nature  would  doubtless 
have  preferred  being  thus  huddled  together  in 
their  smutty  den.  amidst  a  <<  pestilential  congie* 
gation  of  vigours.''  to  witnessing  the  finest  sunaet 
Claude  or  Barrett  ever  painted.    Here  were  none 
<tf  those  agrSnens  which  a  skilfiil  artist  knows 
how  to  confer  on  such  revditing  scenes,  but  all 
thosehonible  realities  which  both  poetsand  paint- 
ers carefully  suppress,  and  which  exdte  no  other 
feeling  than  that  of  unmitigated  disgust  by  their 
coarseness  and  low  depravity.  To  witness  such  a 
debasement  of  our  species  is  shocking;  and  it  is 
unpardonable  in  a  writer  to  endeavour  to  gloss 
over  such  moral  as  well  as  physical  pollutions, 
and  to  pretend,  what  in  them  is  mere  ^<  make* 
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believe^''  that  virtue  and  temperanee  an  to  be 
Sound  in  cottages.  One  finglisb  poet  has  venu 
tured  to  speak  the  truth,  and  accordii^Iy  he  has 
met  the  &te  of  most  other  reformers,  and  been 
abused  for  doii^  so.    But  the  poetry  of  Crabbe 

will  live^  vheo  the  a^Eectations  of  the  L ■  s, 

and  the  W s,  and  the  B  ■    ■■  Ci      id  of  the 

day  shall  have  long  been  forgotten,  and  all  the 
nambyrpamby  tribe,  who 

**  Pour  th^ir  «oft  puliags  on  the  palled  enr^ 

shall  be  buried  in  obUvion. 

At  Aix-la-Chapelle  we  found  that  the  walls 
which  formerly  encircled  it  were  now  undergoup^ 
demolition,  and  the  materials  employed  in  con-^ 
structing  new  buildings.  A  very  elegant  and 
qpadous  new  theatre,  about  SSO  feet  in  lengthy  by 
96  in  depth,  which  was  nearly  completed,  has  a 
noble  portico  of  eight  columns,  with  a  flight  df 
twenty-five  steps  leading  up  to  it  The  form  of 
the  salle  or  auditory  is  circular,  and  the  conv 
dors  surrounding  it  18  feet  wide.  On  the 
ceiling  over  the  pit,  we  observed  the  names  of 
Schiller,  Handel,  and  other  eminent  dramatists 
and  composers.  This  temple  of  Melpomene  and 
Thalia  will,  doubtless,  be  thought  by  the  inha- 
bitants a  very  good  bargain  in  exchange  for 
their  old  walls,  although  a  sentimental  antiquary 
might  cast  up  his  eyes,  and  pathetically  expa- 
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tiate  on  the  fiivolity  of  modern  times,  and 
dwell  with  enthusiasm  on  those  happier  days» 
when  people  preferred  real  sieges  and  assaults  to 
those  represented  on  the  stage— -those  antique 
times,  when  there  were  no  antiquarians ! 

Feeling  anxious,  in  consequence  of  the  spec- 
tacle recently  witnessed  at  Munster,  to  obtain 
some  information  respecting  the  mode  of  punish- 
ment at  Aix-la-Chapelle  for  capital  offences^ 
we  made  some  inquiries  to    this  effect,   and 
learned  that  the  guillotine  has  been  adopted 
both  here  and  at  Cologne }  and  of  all  modes  of 
execution,  this  is  perhaps  attended  with  the  least 
actual  suffering  to  the  criminal.    The  bodies  are 
not  afterwards  exposed,  even  when  the  culprit 
has  been  condemned  for  murder  accompanied 
with  very  aggravating  circumstances ;  and  such  a 
disgraceful  practice,  as  useless  as  it  is  outrageous 
to  both  decency  and  feeling,  seems  to  be  con- 
fined to  Munster ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it 
will  speedily  be  abolished,  even  there,  by  the 
King  of  Prussia. 

We  now  set  forth  again,  and  pursued  our 
route  homeward  —  through  the  Netherlands, 
passing  through  Liege,  Brussels,  Waterloo,  and 
Ghent  At  the  latter  place,  the  magnificent 
cathedral  detained  us;  for  we  could  not  omit 
this  opportunity  of  inspecting  one  of  the  finest 
monuments  of  the  middle  ages  which  the 
Netlierlands  possess.     Thirty-two  chapels,  in- 
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dosed  between  massive  columns  of  white  and 
black  marble,  give  to  its  interior  an  air  of 
richness  and  splendour  which  is  further  en- 
hanced by  the  superb  high  altar.  The  latter 
is  ornamented  with  the  effigies  of  four  bishops 
in  their  sacerdotal  habits,  with  the  armorial 
bearings  of  dilSerent  sovereigns,  and  a  painting 
of  the  Last  Supper.  There  is  in  this  church  a 
sumptuous  monument,  erected  to  Von  Ersel, 
bishop  of  Ghent,  who  died  May  24.  1773. 
Divine  service  is  performed  here  according 
to  the  ritual  of  our  church,  by  an  English 
clergyman. 

The  Museum  contains  about  100  pictures, 
arranged  in  a  long  gallery ;  and  there  is  likewise 
a  public  library,  in  a  church  formerly  attached 
to  a  convent,  which  contains  50,000  volumes ; 
and  among  these  we  were  shown  a  Narrative  of 
a  Journey  to  Jerusalem,  in  the  Flemish  tongue, 
ornamented  with  engravings,  and  printed  in 
1488.  At  night  we  visited  a  church  belonging 
to  a  convent,  where  we  observed  several  hundred 
nuns  on  their  knees,  veiled,  and  heard  some  very 
fine  singing.  The  whole  scene  was  highly  solemn 
and  impressive;  and  its  effect  was  heightened  by 
the  flickering  lights  and  shadows  produced  by 
the  tapers,  which  seemed  in  unison  with  the 
deep  peals  of  the  organ  and  the  floating  strains 
of  the  choristers.  On  the  service  being  ended, 
they  all  extended  their  arms  simultaneously  for 
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a  few  Beoonds,  during  which  tiiey  ottered  Mme 
fervent  ejaculations,  as  if  moved  by  some  sudden, 
spontaaeouB,  and  irresistible  impulse  of  devotioo. 

Ab  an  example  of  the  immutability  of  fortune 
to  which  human  possessions  are  equally  siriijeet 
with  their  owners,  a  building  was  pointed  out  to 
us  as  that  in  which  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
was  bom^  and  is  now  converted  into  a  cotton 
manufactory.  We  also  saw  the  house  wheie 
Louis  XVIII.  took  up  his  residence  in  this  dty, 
on  the  return  of  Bonaparte  from  Elba.  Ghent 
must  be  overstocked  with  English  Bibles;  for 
we  actually  observed  many  lying  on  the  counters 
of  several  shops,  .where  they  are  sacrilegiously 
used  for  waste  paper  to  wrap  up  the  artkies 
that  are  sold. 

On  our  route  from  Ghent,  we  again  witnessed 
the  recent  inundations  of  die  river  Li^  which 
had  overflowed  its  banksf,  and  laid  under  water 
the  whole  tract  of  country  on  each  side  of  the 
road,  creating  a  picture  of  desolation  and  dis- 
tress truly  frightfiil.  Surely  it  would  be  ad* 
visable,  in  countries  subject  to  such  awful  cida^ 
mities,  for  the  government  to  offer  premiums  to 
men  of  science  to  turn  their  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  devise  some  means  to  be  adopted 
on  such  emei^ncies,  by  diverting  the  excess  of 
water  into  a  new  channel  or  reservoir,  and  there- 
by preventing  similar  devastations.  Numerous 
crosses  and  effigies  by  the  side  of  the  road  and 
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in  front  of  the  [houses  at  Harlebeck,  and  in  both 
instances  with  lights  burning  before  tfaem^  were 
proo£ithat  Catholicism  still  flourished  here.  At 
the  above-mentioned  town^  which  is  one  of  the 
most  ancient  in  flandersy  several  of  the  houses 
were  shut  up  and  deserted,  in  consequence  of 
being  totally  surrounded  with  water. 

The  environs  of  Caurtray,  which  we  next 
passed  through,  are  noted  for  the  quantities  of 
flax  they  produce,  whidi  bas  the  reputation  of 
being  the  strongest  in  Europe.  There  are  Uk^ 
wise  a  number  of  bleaching  fields  around  it* 
The  town  itself  contains  about  16,000  inhabvfc* 
ants,  and  has  a  large  square  where  all  the  streets 
terminate.  We  did  not  stop  at  Manheim  to  visit 
its  palace  and  gallery,  or  any  other  of  the  public 
buildings,  but  hurried  onwards  towards  tbeFrench 
frontiers ;  on  reaching  which  our  baggage  was 
completely  ransacked  by  the  douanierSy  an  oper* 
ation  that  detained  us  a  whole  hour.  It  was 
again  examined  at  Lisle  with  a  degree  of  rigour 
and  suspickm  not  exceeded  by  that  of  the  Rus- 
sian pofice  at  Polangen,  as  formerly  pointed  out, 
when,  it  may  be  added,  these  **  lords  of  the  land*' 
<<  spoke  roughly  to  us,  and  took  us  for  spies,*' 
although  told  *^  we  were  true  men.^  We  had 
no  reason  to  complain,  however,  of  any  want  of 
apparent  cordiality  on  the  part  of  the  gentry 
who  thus  welcomed  us ;  for  to  my  astonishment, 
on  alighting  from  the  carriage,  I  actually  received 
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what  I  first  thought  was  intended  ]as  a  friendly 
embrace,  but  which  I  soon  discovered  was  only 
given  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  I 
had  any  thing  concealed  beneath  my  dress. 
There  happened  to  be  some  ladies  here  at  the 
same  time,  who  were  conducted  by  an  aged 
female  Argus  into  another  apartment,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  undergoing  a  similar  scrutiny.  I  am 
afraid,  if  the  truth  must  be  spoken,  that  these 
vigilant  precautions  on  the  part  of  th^  French 
douaniers  do  not  say  much  in  favour  of  Eng- 
lish travellers  i  but  are  a  pretty  strong  proof  that 
many,  who,  at  home,  have  the  reputation  of 
being  respectable  j)eople,  will,  when  across  the 
water,  indulge  in  practices  that  the  law  uncour- 
teously  designates  by  the  ugly  expression 
smttggling,  a  term  veiy  much  akin  to  swindling. 
It  is  really  singular  what  apprehension  some 
ladies  entertain  of  catching  cold  on  their  return 
from  the  Continent,  and  how  carefully  they 
wrap  themselves  up,  not  with  flannels,  but  with 
silks  and  laces»  so  carefully  concealed  from  view 
that  no  one  can  accuse  them  of  any  desire  of 
making  a  vain  display  of  such  gauds.  These 
smuggling  diUettanti  might  as  well  leave  this 
practice  entirely  to  the  professionalists,  as  utterly 
incompatible  with  that  respectability  which 
ought  to  characterise  English  travellers. 

Willing  to  extend  their  attentions  towards 
us  as  far  as  possible,  the  douaniers  mounted  the 
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carriage,  and  acoompanied  us  to  the  bureau.  I 
have  already  said,  in  a  former  part  of  this 
tour^  that  the  circumstance  of  my  being  mis- 
taken for  Sir  Robert  Wilson  obtained  for  me  the 
honour  of  being  gazed  at  by  a  crowd,  eager  to 
see  an  individual  whose  name  at  this  time  had 
made  some  noise  \  at  Lisle  it  procured  me  the 
somewhat  less  agreeable  distinction  of  a  visit  from 
a  gens-d'armes,  who  waiting  on  me  at  our  hotel, 
with  the  formidable  accompaniment  of  a  drawn 
sword,  ordered  me  to  attend  him  directly  to  the 
police,  where,  on  being  introduced  into  a  pri- 
vate £4>artment,  I  underwent  a  strict  examination, 
and  had  some  trouble  in  convincing  the  person 
who  questioned  me,  although  he  had  a  description 
of  Sir  Robert's  person  in  his  hand,  that  I  was 
not  the  gallant  knight ;  a  proof  of  the  little  de- 
pendence there  is  to  be  placed  on  such  verbal 
portraits. 

Having  already  spoken  of  Lisle  in  a  former 
work,  I  shall  not  repeat  my  observations  here, 
but  merely  say  that  we  resumed  our  journey 
almost  immediately,  and  passing  through  Aire, 
arrived  at  St.  Omen  This  place  owes  its  name 
to  a  now-forgotten  saint,  who  is  said  to  have 
founded  a  monastery  here  in  the  seventh  cen- 
tury ;  and  previousfy  to  the  Revolution  it  was 
the  see  of  a  bishop.  The  remains  of  the  abbey 
are  magnificent,  and,  with  those  of  the  tower  of 
St«  Bertin,  stand  as  memorials  of  the  horrible 
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devastations  committed  at  that  period  of  anarchy 
and  violence.  Near  the  town  are  some  floatiiig^ 
islands  in  an  extensive  morass. 

A  few  hours  served  to  convey  us  from  this 
place  to  Calais,  which  may  now  be  considered 
rather  an  English  colony  than  a  French  town, 
the  English  language  being  heard  every  where. 
This  was  the  termination  of  our  continental  ex- 
cursion — Jinis  chartceque  viceque. 

Notwithstanding  that  we  looked  forward  to 
the  opposite  shores  of  England  with  a  cordial 
yearning  for  the  land  of  our  home,  and  although 
what  had  fallen  under  our  observation  in  the 
various  countries  we  passed  through  had  rarely 
excited  any  comparisons  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
own,  I  should  pay  a  very  suspicious  compliment 
to  my  country  —  one  favouring  rather  of  narrow- 
minded  prejudice  than  liberal  patriotism  —  were 
I  to  assert  that  I  had  met  with  nothing  worthy 
of  approbation  or  imitation  elsewhere.  li\  in 
some  instances,  the  remarks  on  Russia  and  its 
inhabitants  appear  harsh,  and  if  I  have  un- 
sparingly censured  that  superstition  in  which 
the  mass  of  the  people  are  sunk,  and  which 
degrades  the  doctrines  of  the  Greek  church, 
as  laid  down  by  its  theologians,  almost  to  the 
level  of  Catholicism,  let  it  lie  remembered  that 
Russia  is  yet  young  in  civilization.  She  may 
be  semi-barbarous  —  so  is  Portugal,  so  also 
Spain  ;  yet  with  this  difference,  the  glory  of  the 
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latter  is  past»  their  energies  extinct ;  theirs  is 
not  the  debility  of  childhood,  but  of  exhausted 
age ;  not  the  ignorance  of  inexperience,  but  the 
dotage  of  decay ;  while  Russia,  strong  in  her 
physical,  may  yet  become  as  great  in  her  inteU 
lectual  powers.  Still,  so  long  as  despotism  shall 
continue  to  be  the  spirit  of  her  government  and 
its  institutions,  so  long  must  her  destinies  de- 
pend on  the  individual  character  of  her  sove* 
reigns.  These  have  brilliant  examples  before 
them — Peter,  Catherine,  Alexander;  and  with 
the  virtuous  energy  to  will  disinterestedly  the 
happiness  of  his  people,  a  Russian  monarch^ 
would  not  want  the  means  of  raising  them  to  an 
elevation  in  the  scale  of  nations,  of  which  history 
presents  few  examples.  Enlightened  and  civil- 
ized, generous  and  brave,  Russia  may  yet  become 
to  the  world  a  second  Britain;  and  narrow- 
minded,  indeed,  must  be  that  man,  and  grovel- 
ling must  be  that  policy,  which  could  view,  with 
a  jealous  eye»  the  moral  improvement  of  an 
empire  comprising  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
habitable  globe.  If  the  advancement  of  the 
human  race  be  a  subject  of  congratulation  to  the 
philanthropist ;  if  a  generous  contest  in  the  arts 
of  civilization  and  national  happiness  tend  to 
mutual  benefit,  to  gain  a  competitor  in  such  a 
career  is  a  greater  subject  for  exultation  than  to 
have  vanquished  a  thousand  enemies. 

In  estimating  national  as  well  as  individual 
u  2 
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diaracter,  we  are  too  apt  to  compare  not  tiie 
merits  of  others  with  our  owti^  but  to  contrftst 
their  ictaperfectknis  with  those  points  wherein  w<) 
fmtselves  excel.  It  is  j^robable  tiiat  I  mr^sdf  laay 
Have»  more  than  onoe»  been  betrayed  into  ptf^ 
tiality  by  such  a  weakness,  and,  without  making 
due  allowance  for  differences  of  nattond  CfulCof^ 
and  faadbots,  and  forgietting  that  Russia  is  not 
England,  may  have  dwelt  on  her  more  obvidds 
defects.  If  so»  I  must  ingennously  plead  gailty^ 
and  express  a  hope  that  the  reader  wUl,  as  can^ 
didly^  impute  it  not  to  wilful  misrepresctotatioiH 
but  rather  to  the  briefness  of  my  stay  in  that 
country,  which  prevented  me  from  studjdng 
more  accurately  the  character  of  the  peopla 
With  respect,  howe\ier,  to  the  vigilant  and  jealous 
caution  with  which  the  government  of  a  vast 
empire  assumes  to  itself  the  character  of  a  police; 
with  regard  to  its  petty  tyranny  over  tjhe  con- 
duct  of  individuals,  and  the  uniform  suppression 
of  the  publication  of  every  sentiment  at  all  at 
variance  with  its  own  views,  there  is,  and  I  do 
maintain  there  can  be  but  one  (^nion.  Short* 
sighted,  cowardly  policy!  — more  debasing  to 
those  who  enforce,  than  to  those  who  submit  to 
it !  Such,  aias !  is  the  reaction  of  despotism, 
that  it  renders  the  sovereign  himself  a  slave. 
But  —  and  may  that  auspicious  hour  soon  arrive 
—  conscious  of  his  power,  and  confiding  in  the 
attachment  of  his  subjects,  may  the  autocrat  of 
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all  the  Russias  declare  the  Press  to  be  free. 
That  single  mandate  will  obtain  for  him  as  much 
renown  as  all  that  has  been  accomplished  b)[  the 
greatest  of  his  predecessors,  and  would,  under  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  give  to  the  world  another 
empire,  the  worthy  rival  of  our  own  in  that  glo- 
rious cause  —  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  of  the 
moral  advancement  of  the  human  race. 
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No.  L 

Lettre  dela  Reyne  Elizabeth  a  Madame  ma  Bonne  seure 
la  Bxyne  Mere  au  Roy  Tres  cretien. 

Ay  ANT  recu  par  votre  Lettre  Madame  que  Monsieur 
Paquier  me  portra  V  honorable  intention  votre  et  du 
Roi  mon  frere  en  V  endroit  de  ma  desolee  cousine  la 
Reine  d'  Ecoss  Je  m'en  rejouis  bien  fort  pour  voir  qu' 
un  Prince  prin  a  cceur  le  tort  fait  k  un  autre^  ayant  en 
bain  une  telle  metamorphose  que  la  tete  se  convertit 
en  pieds,  et  les  talons  se  tenir  au  lieu  de  chef.  Je  vous 
promets  Madame  que  outre  que  mon  naturel  me  con- 
traint  a  lui  souhaiter  tant  honneur  se  est  ce  que  1*  example 
fut  trop  terrible  aux  voisins  k  regarder  et  a  tous  princes  de 
ouir,  car  telles  pestes  souvent  ressemblent  T  infection  de 
mauvaise  plan^te  qui  commencant  en  un  lieii  sans  y  bien 
pourvoir  tombe  bien  pres  en  un  autre.  Non  que  (Dieu 
mercie)  J'en  ai  quelque  doute  de  ma  part  souhaitant  que 
Mgr.  le  Roi  mon  bon  frere  ni  quelqu  autre  prince  en 
eut  plus  de  cause  de  chatier  des  mauvais  sujets  que  moi 
de  me  venger  de  miens,  lorsquils  me  sont  aussi  fideles 
que  les  pourrai  souhaiter,  et  nonobstant  je  ne  faillirai 
oncques  a  me  condoler  avec  ces  princes  qui  en  auront 
occasion  de  s'  enrepentir,  et  meme  les  troubles  nagueres 
commences  chez  le  Roi  me  fachent  si  avant  que  Mr. 
Pasquier  comroe  Je  crois  me  ouida  nee  francaise  par 
les  passions  en  qui  il  me  vit  1'  exprimant  par  paroles 
assez  roides;  vous  priant  Madame  que  si  en  ce  temps  ci 
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vous  pourrez  faire  qudque  plaiser,  que  Je  la  sacfae 
comme  celle  que  me  quitterai  de  bonne  amiti^  en  votre. 
en  droit  et  cependant  Je  ne  cessarai  a  prier  le  Creatur 
de  garder  le  Roi  et  vous  de  meme  de  mauvais  sujets  et 
devous  tenir  tous  deux  en  sa  sainte  regard  Enhate  de 
Hampton  cour  ce  16  Octobre  1567 

Votre  bonne  soeur  et  Cousine 

Elizabeth  R. 


No.  IL 

La  Beine  cf  Eame  a  la  Beine  mere  de  France. 

Madame  Je  vous  envoye  ce  porteur  pour  1'  occasion 
que  Je  ecris  au  Roy  votre  fils  quil  vous  dira  plus  au 
long  car  Je  suis  guester  de  si  pres  que  Je  ne  loisir  que 
durant  leur  diner  ou  quant  ils  dorment  que  Je  me 
reslesne  car  leur  fiUes  couschent  aveque  moy  se  portenr 
vous  dira  tout  Je  vous  suplie  lui  donner  credit  et  les 
fayre  recompencer  lui  e  seulx  quil  vous  presentera  autant 
que  moymes  (   )  Je  vous  suplie  de  avoir  tous  deos 

pitie  de  moy  car  si  vous  ne  me  tires  par  force  Je  ne 
sortiray  jamayes  Jien  suis  sure  et  que  si  il  vous  plest 
envoyer  forces  toute  Ecosse  serevoltera  contre  Mora  et 
Morton  s  ills  voient  que  prennes  le  matiere  a  cneur  Je 
vous  supplie  donne  credit  au  porteur  and  me  tenir  votre 
bonne  grace  et  pre  adieu  quil  vous 

{three  lines  illegible.) 

1  May  1568 
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No.  III. 

La  Eeine  iT  Ecosse  a  la  Beyne  de  France. 

Madame 

Mes  fortuiies  vous  sont  asse  notyres  et  a  may  durant 
iselles  obligation  que  de  vous  servir  toute  ma  vie  comme 
ma  volonte  est  tres  adonnee  selon  que  mon  cousin  M' 
Flamin  le  present  porteur  vous  pourra  tesmoyner 
auquel  tout  ce  autrement 

Je  vous  empescheras  vous  suppliant  le  croyre 

comme  may  mesmes  et  lui  &yre  paroitre 

le  roy  votre  fils  et  vous  lui  de  sa  fidelite 

et  Je  vous  presenteray  mes  tres  humble 
recommenda  a  votre  bonne  grace  priant  dieu 

quil  vous   donne  Madame  en  sante  tres  herreuse  et 
longuer  vie 

Votre  tres  humble  et 

De  Karlile  obessante  fille 

ce  XX  huit  Mey  1568  Marie 


No.  IV. 

La  Heine  (f  Eccosse  a  son  Ban  Frere. 

Monsieur  mon  Bonfirere 

Puisquil  a  plus  a  Dieu  nous  metter  hors  de  la  guerre 
avecques  nos  subjets  et  avec  les  Anglids  Je  ne  veux 
fiuller  de  vous  reraerder  par  le  Sr  Oarcilosso  de  bons 
offices  que  nous  y  ont  fiiits  lesquels  scoy  y  avoir  tant 
servy  que  ce  la  nous  donne  occasion  an  Roy  Mon 
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Seigneur  et  k  moy  de  desirer  a  nous  en  en  quels 

chose  un  nous  ayons  moyens  de  tous  faire  preuve  de 
nre  bon  volunte  de  nous  vonlant  aussi  celer  le  bon  de 
▼oir  que  le  Sr  Garciloss  afait  par  deca  en  ce  que  Iny 
aurez  commande  dont  nous  somes  fort  satisfiiit  et  vous 
pri^  Monsieur  mon  boh  frere  de  vouloir  estre  le  mesmes 
et  crojrre  que  ce  nous  sera  beaucoup  de  bien  de  nous 
en  cette  bonne  que  nous  monstrez  en  toutes  choses 
alaquelle  vous  trouverez  toute  correspondence  et  au  Roi 
Monseigneur  et  en 

Votre  bonne  Seur 
Marie. 


No,  V- 

La  Beine  cPEccosse  au  Boi  de  France. 

Monsieur  Mon  Bon  Frere 

Voiant  contre  mon  esperence  que  les  partiallites  de 
cette  Royne  au  moigns  de  son  conseill  me  preparent  Vne 
plus  longue  demeure  issi  que  Je  ne  destroys  si  il  ne  vous 
tant  mon  paie  qui  de  moy  plest  i  metre  remede  comme  vous 
voirres  par  les  advertisemants  du  Sieur  de  et  que  Je 

creins  etre  plus  estroitement  gardee  dors  en  avant  qui 
mosteroit  le  moyen  de  vous  advertir  particulierement 
de  les  etat  present  e  passe  despuis  trese  moys  e  veu 
quoiant  envoie  Monsieur  de  Flamin  pour  cest  efiect  qui 
nasceu  awoir  consgie  de  passer  plus  autre  que  Londres. 
Jay  despeche  Douglass  present  porteur  pour  au  long 
vous  &yre  raport  de  ce  qui  est  survenu  despuis  et  vous 
conter  e  ma  prison  e  ma  sortie  et  ma  retraite  en  ce  pais 
e  ce  que  Jay  entendu  quon  fait  de  nouveau  en  mon  pais 
particulierement  vous  priant  lui  donner  credit  comme  a 
moy  car  il  ma  fayt  preuve  de  fidelle  serviteur  mayant 
ostee  dentre  les  majms  de  mes  mortels  enemis  au  danger 
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de  sa  vie  e  perte  de  touts  ses  plus  prosches  parants  e 
pouse  ce  quU  desire  jusques  a  ce  quil  voie  quil  me  pnisse 
fiure  servisse  comme  il  a  comiiiance  de  feyre  demeure 
pour  temps  en  votre  court  pour  aussi  en  atandre  le 
remede  que  metre  a  mes  Je  tous  suplie 

lui  donner  quelque  signe  ou  entertien  pour  fiure  conaitre 
que  il  yous  a  fiiyt  me  souvent  la  vie  Je  repondray  de  sa 
fidelite,  il  a  besoign  de  cherche  se  preparer  vne  vie  en 
France  car  il  en  peult  bien  guister  sa  part  en  Ecosse  si 
Je  nen  suis  maytresse  tout  a  fayt  Je  creins  que  si  Je  ne 
resois  plus  de  fitveur  issi  que  Je  seray  contreinte  vous  en 
envoier  d'  autres  pour  ce  meme  efiet  mays  non  vn  qui 
mayst  &yt  vnsi  bon  e  important  service  Je  vous  suplie 
avoir  aussi  pour  recommande  car  on  la  lui  garde 

bonne  pour  amour  est  de  la  partie  et  le  pauvre 

Monsieur  de  ce  ton  a  qui  1'  on  menace  doster  la  vie  pour 
meme  fayt  or  ilia  si  peu  que  Monmorisi  est  parti  aussi  e 
aussi  Monsieur  de  Flamande  que  est  si  bien  instruit  si  il 
a  consgie  que  il  fiiult  aussi  que  Je  vous  recommend  special- 
ment  cest  un  de  nos  vieulx  serviteur  e  puis  celuiss  qui 
vous  endira  autant  que  Je  saurois  ecrire  me  fera  finer 
par  mes  humble  recommendations  a  votre  bonne  grace 
priantdieu  vous  donner  Monsieur  mon  bon  frere  en  sante 
longue  e  heureuse  vie 
<  Votre  bien  bonne  Soeur 

Marie 
De  Karlile  ce  xxvi  de  Juign. 


No.  VI. 

La  Ibeyni  S  Ecosse  auSr  dela  Mctte 

Monsieur  de  la  Motte 

Ayant  entendue  que  la  Royne  d'Angleterre  madam 
ma  bcmne  Soeur  a  envoye  une  armee  en  Ecosse  et  a  ce 
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qvfay  peiilt  denoieiift  pur  soy  edict  ixoi  de  Man 

oett  poor  dflfendre  el  maiiiteiur  mcs  xebeUes  et  pour  ap* 
primer  et  rayner  en  tant  qoelles  ponra  mes  bons  et  fidds 
sobiects  sous  ooulenr  de  poiirsiim«  et  cbercberaes  lebelles 
fiigidvz  en  mon  pays  II  ma  semUe  neoesaabe  acadient 

qne  mes  de  elz  bons  subjeta  ne  pwmiC 

lesister  oootre  let  finoes  de  la  dicte  armee  et  mes 
rebelles  d'  escrire  ao  roy  Monsr  mon  ban  firere  et  le 
sopplier  que  soirant  ks  promeaBes  qui  do  toot 

temps  il  lay  a  plea  me  faire  tout  qoi  par  ses  lettres 
qne  par  yoaa  de  se  hasler  sekm  que  la  neoeaske  le 
request  de  faire  Envoye  le  aopport  en  mon  pays  le  qod 
mes  diet  sublets  ont  attender  totgoora  de  puis  (come 
voos  ppnvez  bien  Toise)  Je  perderay  entierement  mom 
royarame  perderai  mon  Six  et  vemy  k  desolatian  de 
tous  ceulx  qui  me  sont  demeurea  bons  et  fidek  aulmts 
jusques  a  oeste  heure.  Je  tous  prie  d'  enroyer  aeore* 
ment  mes  lettres  et  le  plustot  qui  vons  aera 

possible  ensembk  et  cest  edict  oe  quel  (  cSm 

Je  suis  advertye)  est  imprime  a  Londres  et  de  re* 
monstrer  vinement  au  diet  Sr,  man  bon  frere 

quil  est  necessarie  ou  quil  me  support  tout  baste  «a 
bien  quil  suffice  les  susdictz  advenu  ce  qui  ne 

pouroit  redonder  qui  a  soy  deshoneur  et  blasme  m'  ayent 
(c5me  diet  est)  et  pour  oes  lettres  et  aultres  mesage 
donne  toujours  asseurance  du  contraire  quand  meme 
il  n'  auroyt  nulle  esgarde  de  k  Ligne  qui  a  este  de 
si  long  temps  entre  notre  deux  royaumes  Vous  scavez 
trops  mieux  que  moy  ey  quel  estat  sont  tout  choses  tant 
en  ce  pays  quen  Eccosse  des  quelles  Je  vous  prie  faire 
un  ample  discours  au  diet  S  pri  moy  bon  irere 

et  a  Mesrs  mes  Oncles  a  celle  finque  voyant  au  vray  le 
danger  au  quelle  sont  mes  diet  subiects  mon  fik  et  moy 
estat  ils  agt  plus  grand  soing  de 

lea  fflcpfdiaiw  poor  y  ramedien  sft  les  aeoours  etm' 
aaseurant  que  n'  obmettre  rien  que  peneerez  poovoir 
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pour  gaigner  ce  pcmci.  Je  krsy  fin  priant 
]e  creatnr.  Monsr  de  U  Motte  vous  maintenir  toi:gaurs 
ey  sa  divine  grace 

Votre  bien  booiie  amye 

DeTulfberry  Marie  R. 

oe  dernier  d'  Avril  1570 

Jaye  addresse  mes  Lettres  a  Monsr 
Le  Cardinal  de  Loraine  moy  oncle  Je 
v^ous  prie  les  envoyer  dans  le  Pecquet 
dtt  diet  Sr»  moy  bon  frere 

No.  VII. 

La  Itej/ne  de  Ecosse  au  !Roy  de  France. 

Monsieur  mon  bon  frere 

Le  extremitay  de  la  quels  muse  de  quoy  Je 

masure  vous  nentendes  la  veritay  Je  suis  constreint  apres 
avoir  recontrs  a  vous  pour  vous  supplier  J  avoir 

esguard  e  en  temps  car  autrement  Je  suis  en  danger  estant 
prince  de  mon  estast  rester  une  afflisgee  en  Ecosse 
une  proclammation  dont  Je  masure  votre  ambassadeur 
aura  la  copie  et  vous  fera  entandre  touts  les  particularities 
tout  celles  que  il  entand  dailleurs  que  de  mon  particulier 
desqudles  Je  remetroy  a  lui  pour  navoir  nuUe  seure 
commoditoy  de  vous  fiiyre  tenir  cevnet  par  leqoel  de 
reschief.  Je  vous  suppliray  a  ce  besong  e  pour 
r  honneur  que  Jay  resoeu  estant  votre  soeur  nourie 

des  mon  enfance  a  une  que  vous  et  de  du  feu 

roy  mon  pere  a  madame  votre  tante  et  des  ansiens 
services  pour  les  quels  mes  predeseseurs  ont  eu  tant  de 
troubles  et  voire  auquns  jusques  a  perdre  lavie  sen 
vertu  des  anciens  alliances  et  treies  de  noz  pays  quil 
vous  playse  en  toute  diligence  ennoyer  suport  a  mes 
fidelles  sabiects  qui  pour  mon  service  et  votre  respect 
nesont  emp  de  dangler  desure  plus  kwg 
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discours.  Je  laysse  a  Monsieur  de  la  Motte  et  vons 
suppliray  pour  fin  ne  me  habandoner  ou  frnstrer  la 
promise  &veur  Je  vous  suppliray  aussi  davoir  znoa 
ambassadeur  pres  de  vous  recommanday  pour  lui  donner 
quelque  meilleur  mayer  de  me  seruir  pres  de  vous  et 
davoir  aussi  George  en  recommendation  et  pour  fin 
Monsieur  de  Rosse  pour  lequell  il  est  guarday  et  na  duI 
moyen  en  Ecosse  qui  me  fayet  pour  vous  suplier  le 
fiivoriser  de  quelques  petit  benefice  pour  avoir  moyen  de 
sentretinir  en  mon  service  puis  passer  Jesuis 

de  vous  &yre  ces  resquetes  me  toote 

auitre  moyen  et  esperant  en  vottre  bonne  grace  a  la 
quelle  apres  avvoir  presententei  mes  humble  reco- 
mendations  Je  priray  Dieu  quil  vous  doynt  Monsieur 
mon  bonirere  en  santay  tres  heur  heuse  et  longue  vie 

Vottre  bien  aSectionee  bonne 
Tutberie  ce  dernier  da  Avril 


No.  VIIL 

La  Reyne  £  Ecosse  a  la  Bej/ne  Mere. 

Madame 

L'honheur  que  Jay  danvoyr  estoy  nourrie  devotreMere 
et  votre  tres  obeisant  fille  et  qui  est  toujours  souhetay  et 
feray  toute  ma  vie  de  vous  faire  tres  humble  service  me 
fayt  prendre  confiance  que  a  mon  grand  besoign  mes 
humble  resquetes  neseront  seuUement  accordes  avec 
toute  faveur  sellon  que  Ja  il  vous  a  pleu  fayre  et  m'asurer 
du  suport  du  roy  votre  fils  et  le  vottre  mes  que  prandres 
tel  soyng  demoy  et  de  ce  que  me  tousche  que  bonne 
mere  doyt,  et  peult  pour  vn  deses  enfans  durant  desquels. 
Je  prans  la  hardiesse  de  me  mettre  et  pour  lamour  du 
feu  roy  vostre  fils  et  de  la  naturelle  amitoy  que  Je  vous 
a  porter  a  quoy  Je  vous  apelle  vous  memes  atesmoyns  le 
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disoour  in  de  ceque  Je  desire  ou  crein  Jen  reraets  les 
particularities  an  Sieur  dela  Mot  pour  navoir  asses  seure 
commoditie  pour  le  presant  de  necrire  seulement  Je  vous 
diray  que  voient  vne  armee  ascheminee  la  sur  les  frontiers 
pour  entrer  in  Ecosse  si  ni  sont  e  vne  proclamation 

pour  fortifier  mes  rebelles  et  affoy  blir  mes  fideiles  subjects 
Je  ne  puis  moyngs  de  vous  ramantenoir  de  I'ansienne 
alliance  de  ces  deus  royaulmes  laquelles  avesque  mon  . 
dosmasgne  se  perdra  pour  le  roy  vottre  fils  si  prompt 
remeder  est  donnay  de  qnoy  Je  vous  supplie  etl'assurance 
que  mes  serviteurs  ont  m'estant  fideiles  destre  par  vous 
maintenus  ne  soyt  en  vein  eulx  et  moy  aurons  pent  ettre 
moyen  de  vous  servir  aussi  bien  que  mes  predecesseurs 
ont  autre  foys  fayet  Jay  grand  regret  que  sans  occasion 
ceste  royne  a  qui  Je  suis  si  prosche  sans  offence  de  moy 
ayt  si  pen  de  respect  et  a  vos  priere  et  aceque  Je  lui 
suis  que  Ja  soye  contreinte  vous  empescher  entre  tant  de 
grandes  affayres  pour  le  respect  desquel  si  vous  ne  pouves 
mayder  de  tout  que  vouldries  Je  vous  supplie  demploier 
les  autres  princes  vos  allies  pour  avesques  vous  ce  joyndre 
au  suport  et-restablishment  dune  royne  votre  fill  et  alliee 
et  apres  dieu  au  roy  et  avous  Jenauray  obligation  dont 
Je  metray  joyne  maquiter  en  tout  ce  que  cera  en  ma 
puissance  et  en  cest  endroit  Je  vous  presenteray  mes  tres 
humble  recommendation  a  vostre  bonne  grace  priant  dieu 
Madame  qu'il  vous  donne  sante  tres  heureuse  et  longue 
vie  Jay  priay  le  roy  votre  fils  mestre  a  son  ser- 

viteur  et  le  mien  George  Douglass  pour  la  service  quil  ma 
&it  e  aussi  mon  ambassador  la  Eveque  de  Glascou  pour 
lui  donner  moyen  de  setenir  pres  de  vous  pour  mon 
service  la  troysieme  e  pour  le  Vesque  de  Ross  qui  ne 
rescoit  rien  de  Ecose  est  seul  atandat  pour  mon  service 
ou  Je  ne  men  puis  passer  moyen  de  lui  en 

donner  de  si  entre  tenir  Jen  reprands  de  vous 

supplie  du  quelque  petit  benefise  pour  sentre  tenir 

durant  son  banissement  e  ma  prison  Je  vou   suplie 
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prendre  cest  naenne  prime  resqaete  en  bonne  par  poor  ki 
neoessite  on  Je  snis 

Votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  fiUe 

Marie. 
Tutbury 
SO  April  1570. 


No.  IX. 

La  Eetflte  d^Ecosse  a  la  Bq/ne  d'Angleterre. 

Madame 

Combien  que  la  necessite  de  ma  cause  qui  me  rend  en 
nostre  endroit  importune  nous  fait  inger  que  Je 

suls  hors  de  la  noye  !  ci  est  ce  q.  ceus  qui  n'ont  ny  ma 
passion  ny  les  respects  qui  nous  sont  persuaddez  ingeront 
que  ie  fays  selon  que  ma  cause  requiert.  Madame  ie  ne 
vous  ay  point  accus^e  cause  ny  en  paroU  ny  en  pensee, 
bien  que  n'  aues  faute  de  bon  entcndement  pour  vous 
garder  d'  estre  persuadee  contre  nostre  naturelle  bonne 
inclination.  Mais  cependant  ie  ne  puis  (estant  sensible) 
que  ie  n'  apercoyne  un  tres  mauvays  avancement  en  mes 
affaires  depuis  que  ie  suis  venue  icy.  Je  pensoys  nous 
avoir  asses  discouru  les  incommodities  qui  me  survien- 
nent  de  ce  delay:  et  surtout  qu'ils  pensent  tenir  ce  moys 
d'  Aoust  vn  parlement  contre  moy  et  tons  mes  Serviteurs 
et  ce  pendant  ie  suis  icy  arrested  encores  Voules 

vous  que  ie  me  mette  plus  avant  en  vostre  pays  sans 
nous  veoir  et  m'eslogner  du  mien  et  de  me  faire  ce 
deshonner  a  V  instance  de  mes  rebelles  d*  envoier  deputes 
pour  les  ouyr  contre  moy  comme  feries  a  vn  simple 
subget  sans  ouyr  de  bouche.  Or  madame  Je  vous  ay 
promis  d'  aller  vers  vous  et  la  vous  ayant  fait  ma  plainte 
de  mes  rebelles  et  eus  venus  non  comme  possessears 
mais  comme  subgets  pour  y  respondre  vous  voulaye 
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supplie  d'Qa3rr  oia  jastificatioB  de  ce  qu'  ik  m'  auroieat 
mis  &al8ineiit  sus  si  ie  n'en  venois  about  vous  pourriez 
descharger  de  vous  niesler  de  mes  affaires  et  me  laisser 
pour  telle  que  Je  suis  mais  defaire  oomme  vous  dites,  si 
J  estoye  coupable  c'y  pensoroys  mais,  ne  1'  estant,  ie  ne 
puis  accepter  oe  deshonneur  d'  eus  estans  saisys  qu'ils  me 
viennent  accuser  devant  nos  deputes,  Je  ne  Ie  puys 
accepter  et  puysqu'il  nous  semble  contre  nostre  conscience 
et  honneur  d'  en  fayre  autrement,  Je  vous  supplieray  ne 
m'  estre  ennemie  iusques  a  ce  q  comme  en  tout 

ie  me  deschargeray  et  me  permettre  me  retirer  en  France 
on  jay  vn  douaire,  ou  en  Ecosse  avecques  assuerance  que 
s'il  vient  estrangers  en  Ecosse  Je  m'  obligeray  de  leur 
retour  sans  nostre  prejudice  ou  si  cela  ne  vous  plait  Je 
proteste  que  ie  n  V  esduieray  a  fitulsette  si  ie  recoy  des 
estrangers  en  mon  pays  sans  vous  en  faire  autre  des- 
charge.  Faites  de  mon  cors  a'  nostre  volonte,  V  honneur 
ou  Ie  blasme,  seront  vostres :  Car  i'ayme  myeus  mourir 
icy  et  que  mes  fiddles  subjets  soient  secourus.  Si  vous 
ne  Ie  voules  par  etrangers  ne  les  laissez  miner  pour 
espoir  d'  en  recevoir  particuliere  commodite  a  la  longue. 
J'ay  beauooup  des  choses  qui  m'  esmennent  a  craindre 
d'  avoir  affair  en  ce  pays  a  autre  qu'  a  vous  mais  pour  ce 
que  de  ma  demiere  plainte  il  ne  s'en  et  rien  ensuivy  ie 
me  tays  advienne  qui  en  pourra  J'ame  autant  endurer 
ma  fortune  que  de  chercher  et  ne  trouver  point  An 
teste  tI  vous  avoit  pleu  donner  license  a  mes  sub<- 

gets  d'  aller  et  venir  ce  qui  m'  neste  refiize  par  my  lord 
Scrop  et  master  ICanolles  ce  disent  ils  par  vostre  com- 
mandement  par  ce  que  ienay  voulu  partir  a  nostre  charge 
que  ie  n'eusse  la  response  de  la  presente  combten  ie 
leur  ay  roonstre  ce  que  requiest  'ma  response  sur  ces 
deuz  points  contenus  en  nostre  dite  letre  Tvn  est  pour 
les  briefvement  reciter  Je  suis  venue  vers  nous  pour  vous 
faire  ma  plamte  laquelle  ouye  vous  declaroys  mon  inno- 
cence et  puis  pour  requerir  nostre  aide  et  aultrement  ie 

VOL,  II.  X 


SOS  APPENDIX. 

ne  puis  si  non  fidre  ma  plainte  a  dieu  de  n'stre  oaije  en 
ma  iuste  querrelie  et  appeller  aus  autres  princes  qui  la 
respecteront  de  la  faoon  q'  man  estat  le  merite  et  a  vous 
la  premiere  Madame  quant  vous  aurez  examine  nostre 
conscience  devant  lui  et  les  ayant  pour  tesmoios  et  V 
autre  de  m'  achemyner  plus  avant  dans  les  pais  sous 
aller  vers  nous  ie  n'  estimeray  ceste  nulle  (aveur  mais  la 
prendray  au  contraire  y  obeissant  comme  a  chose  forcde. 
Ce  pendant  ie  vous  supplie  me  renvoier  my  Lord  de 
Heris  car  ie  ne  m'  en  puis  passer  n'  ayant  icy  personne 
de  mon'  conseil  et  me  permettre  aussi  s'il  vous  plait  sans 
plus  delaier  de  despartir  ou  que  ce  soit  mais  q'  ie  soye  hors 
de  ce  pays.  Je  m'  asseure  q*  ne  me  reiuserez  ceste  simple 
requeste  pour  voire  honneur  puis  qu'il  ne  vous  plaist  vser 
de  vostre  naturelle  bonte  vers  moy  autrement  et  puisque 
de  mon  gre  ie  sui  venue  que  ie  m'  en  aille  avec  le  vostre  et 
si  Dieu  permet  mes  affiiires  venir  a  bien  ie  vous  enseray 
obligee,  si  non  ie  nevons  en  pourray  blasmer.  Quant  a 
Monsr.  de  Flammy  puis  que  sur  ma  fiance  luy  avez 
permis  aller  chez  luy  Je  vous  respons  qu'  il  ne  passera 
outre  mais  retoumera  quant  il  vous  plaira  £n  ce  que  me 
donnerez  credit  pour  mourir  ie  ne  nous  veus  decevoir 
mais  de  Dombertron  Je  n'  en  respons  pas  quant  my 
Lord  Flammy  seroit  en  la  tour  car  ceus  qui  sent 
dedans  ne  lairront  de  recevoir  seoours  si  ie  ne  les 
asseure  du  nostre  non  pas  quant  nous  devriez  vous  en* 
prendre  a  moy :  car  ie  leur  ay  laissee  ceste  chai^  de 
respect  plus  mes  serviteurs  et  mon  estat  q'  ma  vye.  Ma 
bonne  seur  ravisez  nous  gaignez  le  cueur  et  rien  ne 
sera  que  vostre  et  vostre  commandement  Je  penserays 
vous  satisfaire  entout  vous  voyant  Helas  ne 

fiiites  comme  le  serpent  qui  se  bousche  1'  ouye  car  ie 
ne  suis  vn  enchanteur,  mais  vostre  seur  et  cousin  natu* 
relie  Si  Cesar  n'  eust  dedaign^  d'  escouter  ou  lire  la 
planite  d'  vn  avertisseur,  il  n'  eust  succombe.  Pourqnoy 
doivent  les  oreilles  des  Princes  estre  bouchees  puis  que 
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Ion  les  peint  si  longaes  signifiant  qu'  ils  doivent  tout 
ouyr  et  bien  penser  avant  que  respondre.  Je  ne  suis  de 
la  nature  du  Basilisque  ny  moins  da  Cameleon  pour 
vous  convertir  a  ma  semblance  quand  bien  ie  seraye  si 
dangereose  et  mavaou]se  que  V  on  dit:  et  vous  estes 
assez  armee  de  Constance  et  de  justice  laquelles  requieres 
a  Dieu  et  qu'il  il  vous  donne  grace  d'  en  bien  vser 
avecq's  longue  et  heureuse  vie. 

Vre  Bonne  Seur  et  cousin 

Marie  R 
De  Carleyl  ce  v""'  de  Juillet  1568. 


No.  X. 

Za  Reine  cP  Ecosse  au  Bxy  de  France  son  beau  Frere. 

Monsieur  mon  bon  frere  Despechant  a  courrier  pour 
quelques  mes  affaires  Je  ne  voullu  &iller  de  me  raman- 
cevoir  en  votre  bonne  grace  et  par  mesmes  moien 
tesmoigner  lobligasion  en  la  quell  remetants  etre  tenue 
avoir  dusoign  quil  vous  est  amour  de  tout  oe  qui 

metousche  de  quoy  fauldray  vous  advertir  quant 

il  ad  viendra  que  oniait  digne  cependant  le  Sieur 

du  Croi  vous  tiendra  advertir  de  tout  ci  qui  est 

survenu  depuis  pen  de  temps  qui  sera  cause  quoi  ne 
vous  importeray  que  pour  me  recommander  de 

bon  couer  priant  Dieu  voi  donne  Monsr  mon  bon  frer 
entout  eloigne  nombreuse  vie  jour. 

Votre  Bien  Bon  Soeur 
Ce  xxi  Otr  Marie 

1568. 
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No.  XL 

La  Heine  d  Ecosse  a  la  Boyne  de  France  Madame  sa 
Belle  Mere 

Madam 

Sen  retournant  lun  de  mes  segretares  par  le 

quel  Jay  ressen  les  lettres  quil  vous  a  pleu  mes 

ecrire  et  entendre  V  honneur  que  me  faytes  d*  avoir  soign 
non  seullement  de  mon  pays  de  toutes  mes  affaires  Je 
nay  vouUii  fayllir  selon  mon  devoihr  vous  en  randre 
tres  humble  remersements  et  de  V  honneur  quil  vous  a 
pleu  faire  a  ma  resqueste  a  George  Dougloss  mon  fidelle 
serviteur  lequel  Je  vous  recommande  encores  me  pro- 
metant  quen  se  pourra  il  servira  le  Roy  et  vous  aussi 
fidelement  quant  a  mes  nouvelles  ne  vous  puis  rien  ecrire 
du  lieu  ou  Je  suis  si  non  que  Je  prie  dieu  que  vos  affaires 
ayent  bon  et  heureux  sucses  remetant  le  surplus  au 
porteur  un  de  mes  serviteurs  apres  vous  avoir  presantay 
mes  tres  humbles  recomendation  a  votre  bonne  grace 
priant  dieu  vous  donner  Madame  en  santay  longue  heu- 
reuse  vie 

Votre  tres  humble  et  tres 
obeissant  fille 

De  Tutbury  Marie 

ce  ISde  Fevbrier 

No.  XIL 
Im  Reine  Elizabeth  a  tres  Ame  Cousin  le  Bjoy  tres  chretien 

Tres  hault  tres  excellent  et  tres  puissant  Prince  notre 
tres  cher  et  tr^s  ame  bon  irere  et  cousin 

II  y  a  la  quelques  donnees  que  V  Estat  et  les  affaires 
des  Eglisses  reformees  de  notre  Royaulme  ont  este  assez 
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esloignees  et  denos  pensiers  et  quasi  de  nos  oreilles  tant 
a  cause  de  1'  asseurance  que  nous  nous  donnions  qu'  en 
notre  personne  parvenue  a  la  dignite  Royale  ils  devroient 
trouver  un  appuy  si  fenne  de  tout  ce  qui  pouvoit  con- 
center  leur  bien  estre,  que  besoing  ni  leur  s'  sevoir  rece- 
▼eher  1'  intercession  ou  faveurs  des  aultres.  Comme  aussi 
pour  evite  P  occasion  qui  pourroint  prendre  aulcuns  mal 
sreveillants  de  calompnier  nos  diction  euvers  vous  les 
chargeants  de  curiosite  en  V  estat  d'  aultruy  et  volontiers 
desirerions  quil  ny  eult  cause  ny  suit  de  nous  en  ap- 
procher  a  jamais  de  plus  prez.  Mais  il  est  advenue 
que  lofs  que  memes  en  pensions  il  nous  est  venu  trouver 
un^Gentilhomme  depute  de  parte  -  Eglisse  assem- 

blees  a  Cbastellirault  avec  instruction  de  nous  informer 
tout  de  ce  que  depuis  notre  royne  auroit  este  traiste  de 
negotis  touchant  leur  estat,  et  par  eulx  entre  eux  mesmes 
de  notre  permission  et  avec  vous  et  votre  conseil :  comme 
aussy  de  nous  receveher  de  V  entremise  de  notre  credit 
qu'ils  pensent  que  nous  devons  avoir  envers  vous  pour 
leur  faciliter  1' assurance  et  accomplissement  des  con- 
ditions qui  pourront  estre  accordees  en  leur  faveur  par 
ceulx  qui  vous  avez  depute  a  en  traieter.  Desquelles  re- 
monstrances combien  que  les  mesmes  raisons 
que  nous  ont  fait  aultrefois  escbemie  de  nous  entremes- 
ler  de  leur  afiaires  serviroient  encores  a  testefoir  a  notre 
consideration  pour  nous  en  detourner  si  est  ce  qui  si 
presentoyent  quand  et  quand  des  aultres  plus  puissantes 
a  nous  esmouvoir  de  leurs  prester  notre  main,  lesquelles 
ausy  nous  sembleht  estre  aultant  d' arguments  de  tres 
grande  force  de  vous  ployer  a  l^ur  en  donner  entiere 
satisfaction  et  contentement.  Soit  ce  que  regardiez 
le  merite  des  personnes  suppliants  ou  la  raison  des 
choses  qu'  ils  demandent  Car  nous  nous  assurons  que 
un  naturel  genereux  et  Royal  comme  le  nostre  ne  peult 
s'  estre  laisse  tomber  de  sa  memoire  les  services  de 
X  3 
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ceulx  qui  en  out  alors  montre  plus  d'  .effect  qnand  moins 
ils  avoient  d'esperance  d'en  tirer  proufit,  et  qui  out 
donne  de  remarquables  preuves  de  leur  preud  hommie 
et  loyaulte  en  ces  mesmes  dangers  esquela  le  de&ult 
de  semblable  vertue  en  ceulx  la  qui  peult  estre  maintenant 
retardent  la  bonte  de  votre  esprit  yous  fiiisoit  avoir 
besoiug  de  leur  fidelite.  Desquelles  considerations  de 
leur  personnes  sont  secondees  de  plusieurs  aultres 
dignes  d'  estre  non  moins  estimees  en  leur  longue 
patience  conformite  a  Tinstar  de  vos  a&ires  et  sim- 
plicite  de  leur  procedure.  Car  ils  nous  ont  fait  Toy 
qu'ils  ne  se  sont  assembles  pour  traieter  de  leur  afiaires 
sinon  sous  votre  adveu  et  authorite  octroxee  en  me- 
moire  de  leur  services  a  ceste  mesme  fin  qu'ils  peussent 
trouver  moyen  de  s'  asseurer  contre  la  malice  de  ceux 
qui  leur  veullent  mal.  Nous  avons  veu  aussy  en  ce 
qui  s'  est  passe  entreulx  et  nos  deputes  que  les  de- 
mandes  qu'ils  vous  font  son  fort  inferieures  aux  &- 
veurs  des  conditions,  qui  leur  ont  este  concevees  par 
des  aultres  roys  qui  n'avoient  tant  de  raison  de  les 
recognoistre  comme  vous  mesme,  a'  Feddict  de  Jan- 
vier par  consentement  des  estats  de  votre  Royaulme 
donne  de  celui  qui  n'  en  avoit  senty  d'eulx  sinon  les 
armes  aux  quels  la  necessite  les  contrerignoit  11  en  appel 
aussy  que  le  but  deleur  poursuites  ne  se  ressent  ny 
d'  humeur  d'  alteration  ny  d'  ambition  ny'  d'  aulter 
dessing,  que  ceulx  de  la  securite  de  leur  vies  biens  et 
consciences  laquelle  la  nature  esquilionne  un  chacun  de 
recevezer  et  ne  ce  peult  en  justice  denyer  a  ceulx  qui 
sont  membres  tant  considerables  devostre  estat  et  recom- 
mendez  de  meriter  tout  notoires  envers  votre  personne. 
n  y  a  de  plus  un  aultre  raison  qui  nous  a  convier  a  vous 
parler  si  firanchement  de  ce  suit  laquelle  se  derive  entiere- 
ment  hors  du  soing  que  nous  avons  de  tout  ce  qui  peult 
toucher  le  bien  oui  de  vous  meme,  ou  de  votre  estat. 
A  scavoir  en  V  observation  qne  nous  avons  faits  des 
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&CODS  de  proceder  de  ceulx  qui  ont  plus  d'  authorite 
chez  vous  sur  ce  qui  touche  vous  subjets  de  la  religion 
reformee  nous  avons  toujours  eue  opinion  que  c'  estoit 
par  desseing  qu'  on  vous  rendoit  difficile  envers  eulx 
a  fin  que  par  leur  affoiblissement  donner  plus  de  prix 
a  soy  memeset  de  vous  imposer  quasi  necessite  de 
vous  confyer  et  appuyer  deux  seulx  et  de  leur 
moyens.  Conseil  certes  avantageux  aux  autheurs  mais 
s'  il  est  utile  a  vous  de  vous  y  arrester  vous  jugerez 
par  ceste  consideration  qu'  il  vous  retire  de  la  con- 
fiance  bienvaillance  supports  loyaultes  de  ces  serviteurs 
qui  vous  ont  tesmoigne  leur  devoirs  par  les  monuments 
de  leur  sang  pour  vous  jetter  entre  les  br&s  des  aultres 
lesqueb  ne  se  sont  qui  bien  peu  de  temps  y  a  devestir 
et  des  visages  et  des  faicts  envers  d'  ennemys  tres  ob- 
stines.  Non  qu'  il  soit  de  notre  intention  de  vous 
engendrer  soupcon  de  vos  serviteurs  loyaulx  mais  seule- 
ment  pour  vous  ramentenoir  (si  ne  deplaignezez  V  adver- 
tisement de  celle  qui  (Dieu  mercy)  a  eue  V  experience 
d'  un  long  gouvemement)  qu'  il  est  plus  approchant 
du  devoir  et  de  la  prudence  Royalle  de  se  porter  pour 
et  egal  envers  ses  subjects  selon  le  quite  de  leur 
causes  que  de  1'  empiete  du  partiallites  des  humeurs. 
Lequel  advertisement  nous  vous  supplions  de  prendre  de 
tel  goust  qu'  en  est  la  purete  de  la  source  dont  il  se  derive  a 
scavoir  d'  une  sincere  amitie  et  de  mesurer  a  mesme  pied 
tout  ce  qui  de  reste  nous  venons  de  vous  prier  en  faveur  des 
gens  tres  dignes  de  votre  grace  et  de  penser  que  l'  instance 
que  vous  en  faisons  ni  se  fonde  en  aultre  consideration  que 
de  cette  compassion  qui  nous  estant  naturelle  envers  toutes 
sortes  des  a£Biges,  n'  a  plus  habil  tesmoign  de  ses  sinceres 
operations  (ou  il  a  est  de  raison  de  l'  estendre)  que  vous 
mesmes  dors  qu'  il  estoit  de  vostre  cas  de  vous  interesser 
de  nous  en  solliciter  pour  eulx.  Que  si  aulcuns  y  aura 
chez  vous  qui  en  vouldront  faire  aultre  construction  pour 
esconduire  nos  requestes  nous  vous  asseurons  qu'  elles 
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seroat  par  voos  reoc^eiies  de  porter  ces  marques 
d'  equite  et  de  raison  qu'  elles  se  font  par  oeCte,  qui 
a  merits  qat*  on  la  respecte  en  choses  raisonnables  eC 
pour  des  telles  ont  V  honneor  (quoy  qu'  en  descrienC 
leur  ennemies)  d'  avoir  este  les  parais  de  notie  jemiesse, 
coDipagnons  de  vos  afflictions  et  instruments  ajdes 
priocipaulx  a  vos  meiUenrs  fortunes.  Desqueiles  nous 
supplierons  celuy  qui  en  est  antheure  de  vons  conserrer 
longuement,  vous  donnant  de  sa  grace  Tres 

hault  et  tres  puissant  Prince  notre  tres  cher  et  tres  ami 
bon  frcre  et  cousin  les  oonseOs  et  advis  les  plus 
a  vous  en  &ire  jouire  Descript  a  notre  maison  de  Rich- 
mond ce  xxx™^  de  Septembre    1'  an  1597    et  notre 
royne  xxxvi"* 

Votre  tres  affectionate  Seur 

Elizabeth  R. 

No.  XIIL 
Le  Roi  Jacques  d?  Ecosse  au  Roy  de  France. 

Tres  haut  tres  excellent  et  tres  puissant  Prince  nostre 
tres  cher  et  tres  amie  bon  frere  cousin  et  ancien  allie. 
Nous  envoyens  vous  Baron  d'  Istrie 

Weyms  avec  charg  de  vous  iiiire  entendre  qudques 
particularites  de  notre  part  dont  nous  assurant  qu'  0 
s'  acquittera  fideUement  suyvant  V  instruction  que  Idy 
en  avons  nous  vous  prions  de  croire  de  ce  qu  il 

vous  dira  sur  ce  qu'  en  nostre  nom  comme  nous  mesihe 
priant  Dieu,  tres  hault  tres  excellent  et  tres  puissant 
prince  notre  tres  cher  et  tres  ame  bon  frere  et  cousin  et 
•  ancien  aljye  quil  vous  veuille  oonserver  en  sa  tres  saincte 
et  digne  garde.  Escrit  de  Falkland  le  24  jour  d'  octobre 
1597 

Votre  tres  affection^  frere  et  cousin 

Jacques  R. 
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No.  XIV. 

Elizabeth  de  Bohemia  a  • 


Madame  ma  Cousine 

J  rends  grace  bien  bumble  de  ce  quil  vous  a  pi  me 
congratubr  ma  venue  en  ces  quartiers  icy.  Mon  obliga- 
tion en  est  d'  autant  plus  grande  que  c  st  honneur  ma 
^te  rendu  par  V  entremise  de  ma  tres  chere  cousine  la 
Duchesse  dela  Trimouilte  election  n'  eust  sera  estre  faite 
de  personne  pour  m'  representer  vostre  affection  qui  soit 
plus  devouissement  consacree  a  vostre  service  ny  que 
J'  honneur  plus  la  dite  Duchesse  pour  ses  verteuss 
qualites  presque  iuimitables.  II  vous  plaira  done  de  re- 
cevoir  de  sa  bouche  les  assurances  de  mon  amitie  red- 
proque  et  de  croire  que  Je  seray  inviolablement 
Madame  moy  Ck)usine 

V"  Cousin  tres  afiectionee 
Heidelberg  25  Elizabeth. 

d'Octobre  1613 


No.  XV. 

Elizabeth  de  Bohemia  a  • 


Monsier  mon  Cousin 

Le  Sr  Comte  de  Schomberg  estant  arrive  icy  suivant 
vostre  commandement  m'  a  delivre  la  vostre.  Je  vous 
en  remercie  ti-es  affectuzem.  J*  appercay  par  ille  la 
bonne  que  vous  au  demoy  et  surtout 

bien  veillance  et  favuer  V  ancien  alliance  qui 
est  I'  amitie  que  vous  parle  a  Monsieur  I'  Electeur  m'  en 
asseurant  d'  autant  plus  Pourquoy  il  vous  plaira  de  vous 
asseurez  de  la  sincerite  de  mon  affection  dont  a  toute  les 
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occasions  qui  s'  ofieront  ie  vous  donneray  de  preuves 
reelles.     Priant  V  Eternal  de  vous  tenir  en  sa  S^  garde  Je 
fineray  la  present  demurant  toujours 
Monsieur  mon  Cousin 

Vostre  Cousine  tres  aflfectionee 
Heidelberg  le  18"" 
de  Januar  1607 


No.  XVL 

Lettres  de  Rat  Charles  a  Monsieur  de  BeUieure. 

Wobum  26  Juliet  1647. 
Monsieur  de  Bellieure 

Cette  occasion  est  si  sure  quill  ny  a  point  de  danger 
de  vous  ecrire  sans  cypher  e  doutant  moigns  que  Je  me 
fie  a  ce  porteur  de  vous  dire  ce  qui  est  de  plus  grand 
importance  le  principall  subjet  de  ce  cy  estant  pour  vous 
envoyer  ce  Billet  pour  estre  adjouse  au  chipher  qui  est 
entre  vous  e  moy  Ainsi  me  remettant  a  Monsieur 
Lauderdale  je  vous  asseur  que  vous  me  trouverez  en 
toutes  occasions 

Votre  bien  bon  Amy 

Charles  R. 

No.  XVIL 

Angleter  Samedy  IS  Nov  1647. 
Monsieur  de  Bellieure 

Je  vous  prie  denuoyer  la  letre  que  vous  trouveres  cy 
dedans  a  ma  Femme  £  d'  asseurer  tous  mes  Amis  que 
Je  suis  en  sante  libre  e  constant  e  ne  sorteray  d'  An- 
gleterre  qu'  a  tres  grands  necessite  en  quoy  vous  obligerez 
bcaucoup 

Votre  bien  bon  Amy 

Charles  R. 
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TRANSLATION 

OF  THE  FOREGOING  LETTER& 


No.  I. 

Queen  Elizabeth  of  England  to  the   Queen  Mother  of 
France. 

Having  learned  through  your  letters,  Madam,  that 
M.  Paquier  will  be  the  bearer  of  your  honourable  in- 
tention, and  that  of  H.  M.  the  king  my  brother,  regard- 
ing my  unfortunate  cousin  the  Queen  of  Scotland,  I  am 
mightily  rejoiced  to  observe  that  one  prince  takes  to 
heart  die  wrongs  done  to  another,  when  a  metamorphosis 
is  getting  up,  as  if  the  head  were  to  be  converted  into 
feet,  and  the  latter  take  precedence  of  their  chief.  I 
assure  you.  Madam,  that,  besides  the  natural  bent  of 
my  inclination,  which  constrains  me  to  wish  her  every 
honour ;  there  is  also  the  example,  which  was  too  f  erriblei 
for  neighbours  to  look  upon,  or  for  princes  to  listen  to; 
for  such  calamities  often  resemble  the  infectious  influence 
of  some  malignant  planet,  which  commences  in  one 
place,  without  our  perceiving  that  it  may  fall  quite  close 
to  ourselves  in  another*  Not,  thank  God,  that  I  have 
any  fears  on  my  own  concern,  wishing  that  my  lord  and 
good  brother  the  king,  or  any  other  prince,  had  no 
more  cause  for  chastising  bad  subjects  than  I  have  for 
avenging  myself  on  mine,  while  they  are  as  faithful  to  me 
as  I  could  desire ;  and,  notwithstanding,  I  cannot  fail  to 
condole  with  those  princes  who  have  occasion  to  lament 
the  contrary,  and  bring  their  troubles  lately  commenced 
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before  the  king,  they  so  much  annoy  me,  that  M.  Pas- 
quier,  I  think,  must  take  me  for  a  Frenchwoman,  by 
the  warmth  with  which  he  had  seen  me  express  myself 
though  with  little  elegance  of  words.  Entreating  you. 
Madam,  that  if,  at  this  time,  I  can  do  you  any  pleasure 
(favour),  you  will  let  me  know  of  it,  and  I  shall  acquit 
myself  therein  with  sincere  friendship  in  your  place ;  and 
in  the  meantime  I  shall  not  cease  to  pray  the  Creator 
to  preserve  the  king  and  you  from  rebellious  subjects, 
and  to  have  you  both  under  his  holy  keeping.  In  haste 
from  Hampton  Court,  this  16  Octr.  1567,  from  your 
a£fectionate  sister  and  cousin, 

Eb'zabeth. 


No.  IL 

Mary  Queen  ^  Scots  to  the  Queen  Mother  of  France^ 

Madam, 

I  send  you  the  bearer  for  the  same  purpose  that  I  write 
to  the  king  your  son,  that  he  may  speak  with  you  at 
greater  length,  for  I  am  so  closely  watched  that  I  have 
no  leisure  but  while  they  dine  or  sleep  for  relaxation, 
for  their  maids  or  daughters  sleep  in  the  same  chamber 
with  me — the  bearer  hereof  will  tell  you  all,  and  I  en- 
treat you  to  give  him  iull  credit,  and  to  have  him  ac- 
companied with  those  he  shall  present  as  far  as'  means 
I  implore  you  both  to  have  pity  on  me ;  for  if 
you  do  not  liberate  me  by  force,  I  shall  never  get  out, 
and  I  am  sure  that  if  you  are  pleased  to  dispatch  troops, 
the  whole  of  Scotland  will  revolt  against  Murray  and 
Morton  when  they  see  that  you  take  the  matter  to  heart. 
I  entreat  you  to  attach  full  credit  to  the  bearer,  and  to 
uphold  me  by  your  gracious  favour. 
{fhree  lines  illegible.) 

1  May  1568,  in  prison. 
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No.  III. 

From  same  to  the  same. 
Madam, 

My  misfortunes  are  sufficiently  notorious  to  you,  as  well 
as  the  obligations  I  have  to  serve  you  all  my  life.  It  is 
my  pleasure,  and  most  devoted,  as  my  cousin,  M.  Flamin, 
the  bearer  of  this,  will  certify,  to  whom  every  thing  I 
am  prevented  entering  upon  entreating  you  to 

believe  him  as  you  would  myself,  and  let  him  appear 

the  K.,  your  son,  and  your  self,  to  him 
for  his  fidelity  and  I  shall  present  my  very 

humble  recommendation  to  your  good  grace,  praying 
God  to  bestow  upon  you,  Madam,  health,  and  a  happy 
and  long  life. 

Your  very  humble  and  obedient  daughter, 

Marie. 
From  Karlile, 
this  28th  May,  1568. 

No.  IV. 
(fueen  filtary,  to  the  King  itf  France^ 

To  the  most  mighty  excellent  and  well  beloved  Prince 
our  right  dear  and  well  beloved  Brother  and  cousin 
the  King  of  France. 

My  good  Lord  and  Brother, 

Seeing  it  has  pleased  God  to  free  us  £rom  the  war 
with  our  subjects,  and  with  the  English,  I  fail  not 

to  thank  you  by  M.  Crarcttess  for  the  good  oflSoes  therein 
Tendered  me,  and  which  I  know  to  have  been  of  so 
good  service,  that  we  (I)  am  prompted  to  address  my 
Lord  the  K*mg  by  the  present  instance  to  request  I  may 
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be  infonned  in  what  occasion  we  may  have  means  of  tes- 
tifying our  gratitade  and  good  will.  Not  wishing,  at  the 
same  time,  to  conceal  the  good  duly  which  has  been  per- 
formed by  M.  Garciless  on  this  side,  when  he  had  the 
command,  and  wherewith  we  are  greatly  satisfied.  And 
I  pray  you,  my  lord  and  good  brother,  to  continue  the 
same,  and  to  believe  that  it  will  be  a  great  blessing  to  us 
to  at  this  time  to  demonstrate  in  all  our  afiairs  in 

which  you  are  concerned  our  attachment  to  my  Loid 
the  King. 

Your  good  Sister, 

Marie. 

No.  V. 

€^en  Maty  to  the  King  of  France* 

My  good  Lord  and  Brother, 

Seeing  that  contrary  to  my  expectation  the  partialities 
of  the  Queen,  or  at  least  of  her  council,  are  preparing 
me  a  more  tedious  abode  here  than  I  could  desire  unless 
yon  are  pleased  to  apply  a  remedy  thereto,  as  you  will 
learn  by  the  explanations  of  Lord  ,  that  I  have 

fear  of  being  more  strictly  watched  than  hitherto,  which 
would  deprive  me  of  the  means  of  acquainting  you  with 
my  present  state,  (thirteen  months  now  past)  as  well  of 
my  kingdom  as  of  myself  personally,  and  seeing  that  I 
have  sent  M.  Flamin  for  this  purpose,  who  has  not  been 
able  to  obtain  permission  to  pass  beyond  London^  I 
have  dispatched  Douglass  herewith  to  r^)ort  to  you  at 
length  what  has  supervened,  and  to  relate  the  history  of  my 
imprisonment,  my  passage^  and  retreat  into  this  country, 
and  where  I  have  heard  they  are  acting  afiresh  in  my 
kingdom,  particularly  praying  you  to  attach  the  sasie 
credit  to  him  as  myself,  for  he  has  given  me  proof  of  a 
faithfiil  servant,  having  rescued  me  from  the  gra^  of  my 
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faniel  ooemies  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  his  own  life,  and 
loss  of  so  many  of  his  nearest  kinsmen.  And  since  he 
desires,  till  such  time  as  he  can  see  what  can  be  done 
for  me;  to  b^in  by  fixing  his  residence  for  a  tune 
at  your  courts  to  await  the  remedy  to  be  put  to  my  mis- 
fortunes. I  supplicate  you  to  show  him  by  some 
proo^  or  mark  of  attention,  that  you  duly  appreciate  his 
service  in  the  saving  of  my  life.  I  shall  answer  for  his 
fidelity,  there  is  a  necessity  for  his  looking  out  for 
some  means  of  securing  a  livelihood  in  France,  for  he 
must  abandon  all  his  prospects  in  Scotland,  unless  I  be 
entirely  mistress  there. 

I  fear  that  if  I  do  not  experience  greater  favour  here, 
I  shall  be  constrained   to  send  you  others,  with  the 
same  object,  but  not  one  who  has  done  me  so  good 
and  important  service  as  the  present.    I  pray  you  have 
also  in  accommodation  (car  on  la  lui  et 

pour  M.  de  )  as  they  threaten  to  take  away  his  life 

for  the  same  act  It  is  but  very  lately  that  Montmorisi 
set  ofi^  as  also  M.  de  Flamin,  who  is  so  well  informed  (if 
he  has  permission)  that  I  must  also  recommend  him 
especially.  He  is  one  of  your  old  servants,  and  as  he 
will  inform  you  of  every  thing  I  could  write,  I  shall  con- 
clude with  my  humble  recommendation  to  your  good 
Grace,  beseeching  God  to  bestow  on  my  good  Lord  and 
Brother  long  life,  health  and  happiness, 

Your  very  affect  Sister, 
From  Karlile,  Marie. 

26  June,  1568. 

NcVI. 

Queen  Mary  to  Monsieur  de  la  Matte. 

Monsieur  de  la  Motte, 

Having  heard  that  the  Queen  of  England,  my  illus- 
trious sister,  has  dispatched  an  army  into  Scotland, 
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and,  aft  is  clearly  shewn  by  her  edict  of  Maich,  to 
give  countenance  and  support  to  my  rebellious  sulgects^ 
and  to  oppress  and  ruin,  as  fiur  as  may  be,  all  those 
who  remain  loyal  and  well  affected  to  my  cause,*^  under 
pretext  of  executing  justice  upon  her  rebellious  sob* 
jects  in  my  country;  it  seems  necessary,  from  a  can- 
Tiction  that  my  good  subjects  will  never  be  able  sao- 
cessfuUy  to  resist  the  said  army  and  the  rebel  force^  to 
address  myself  to  my  good  lord  and  brother  the  King, 
and  to  supplicate  him,  diat,  agreeably  to  the  promises 
which  it  has  pleased  H.  M.  at  all  times  so  oflsn  to  cod- 
yey  me  by  letter,  as  well  as  by  yourself,  to  use  that 
dispatch  which  the, necessity  of  the  case  demands,  and 
to  send  that  support  into  my  kingdom,  which,  as  you 
will  perceive,  my  subjects  have  expected  so  long,  and 
without  which  I  shall  entirely  lose  my  kii^^m  •^  my 
son — and  behold  the  destruction  of  all  those  who  have 
remained  iaithftd  up  to  this  hour*  I  entreat  you,  there^ 
forey  to  have  my  letters  conv^ed  by  sure  hands,  and 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  along  with  this  edict;  whidi, 
as  I  have  been  advertised,  is  printed  at  London,  and  to 
remonstrate  with  my  good  brother  in  the  most  emphatic 
terms,  upon  the  necessity  of  his  furnishing  me  with 
immediate  assistance;  or,  in  short,  it  will  be  giving 
countenance  to  an  invasion  of  my  right,  whidi  could 
never  redound  but  to  his  dishonour  and  blame,  having, 
as  already  stated,  on  all  occasions,  both  by  letters  and 
other  messages,  given  me  assurance  to  the  contrary ;  and 
on  this  I  rely,  if  he  should  even  have  no  regard  to  the 
bond  of  alliance  which  has  so  long  united  the  two  king- 
doms. You  know  so  much  better  than  myself  the  state 
of  affairs  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  Scotland,  and  on 
this  subject,  that  I  pray  you  to  enter  fully  and  particu- 
larly into  them  with  my  good  brother  and  uncle;  to  the 
end,  that  seeing  the  state  of  absolute  danger  in  which 
my  said  subjects,  my  son,  and  states  are  placed,  they 
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may  adopt  the  most  effectual  expedients  for  remedying 
evils  of  such  magnitude:, and  assuring  myself  that  you 
will  omit  nothing  whleh  can  in  any  way  second  and 
prosper  my  cause,  I  conclude  by  praying  that  Almighty 
God  may  ever  keep  you,  Monsieur  de  la  Motte,  in  his 
divine  favour. 

At  Tutberry,  the  last  day  of  April  1570,  from  your 
sincere  friend, 

Marie  R. 

I  have  addressed  my  letters  to  M.  le  Cardinal  de 
Lorraine,  my  uncle.  I  pray  you  have  them  forwarded 
in  the  pacquet  of  the  King,  my  brother. 


No.  VIL 

Letter  from  the  Queen  of  Scotland  to  the  King. 

.  I 
My  Lord  and  Brother, 

The  extremities  to  which  I  am  reduced,  the  truth  of 
which  I  am  sure  you  have  not  heard,  I  am  constrained^ 
after  hearing  to  recount  to  yon,'  to  supplicate 

your  special  regard  thereto,  while  the  time  permits ;  for 
otherwise  I  am  in  danger  of  my  condition  as  prince,  or 
of  retaining  in  Scotland,  in  the  midst  of  affliction, 
A  proclamation,  of  which,  I  presume,  your  ambassador 
will  have  a  copy,  and  acquaint  you  with  all  the  particu- 
lars, such  as  he  collects  elsewhere,  as  well  as  from  myseli^ 
privately,  whicK  Isball  return  to  hiin,'frQra  having  no  sure 
convenience,  "  de  vous  fayrre  tenir  cemet  dereschief/* 
I  must  supplicate  .you  in  regard'  to  this  necessity,  and 
for  the  honour  I  hatY^xeceived  in, being  ^^^o^r  si^ter; 
nourished  froni  my  infancy,  as '  well  as  yourself,  by  the 
late  Kmg  my  fiithery  and  by  Madantie  your  Aunt, .  as 

VOL.  II.  Y 
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well  as  for  the  ancient  services  for  which  my  predeces- 
sors have  encountered  so  many  hardships,  even  to  the 
loss  of  life.  Without  virtue  of  the  antient  alliance^  and 
treaties  of  our  countries,  be  pleased  graciously  to  send 
with  all  diligence  the  necessary  support  to  my  fidthfiil 
subjects,  who,  for  my  service,  and  from  respect  to  you, 
have  made  every  sacrifice,  and  are  at  this  moment  in 
danger  of  being  totally  ruined.  I  cannot  prosecute  this 
subject  further,  but  leave  to  M.  de  la  Motte  to  enta- 
fully  into  detail ;  and,  in  conclusion,  supplicate  you  not 
to  abandon  me,  nor  frustrate  the  favour  promised.  I 
must  entreat  you,  also,  to  have  my  ambassador  near  you, 
recommended,  to  give  him  better  means  of  serving  me 
with  you,  and  to  have  George  in  recommendation  also ; 
and,  lastly,  Mr.  de  Rosse,  for  whom  he  is  guardian ; 
and  having  n6  property  in  Scotland,  I  am  led  to  bespeak 
your  &vour  in  his  behali^  and  to  bestow  upon  him  some 
little  office,  whereby  he  may  be  enabled  to  support 
himself  in  my  service.  I  am  sorry  to  make  these  re- 
quests, destitute  of  all  other  resource.  Placing  my 
hopes  on  your  good  grace,  to  which,  after  having  pre- 
sented my  humble  recommendation,  I  shall  pray  God  to 
preserve  my  good  brother  in  perfect  health  and  long 
life.     From  Tutbere,  this  last  day  of  ApriL 

Your  very  affectionate  Sbter. 


No.  VIIL 

The  Queen  of  Scotland  to  the  Queen  Mather. 

The  happiness  of  having  been  brought  up  by  your 
mother  and  your  very  dutiful  daughter,  which  has  been, 
and  is,  the  consolation  of  my  life,  and  ambition  to  tend^* 
you  my  humble  duty,  gives  me  confidence,  that  agree- 
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ably.  to.  the  great  Moeasity  of  my  case,  my  requests  shall 
not  only  be  accorded  me  wiAi  all  favoar,  according  as 
you  have  been  pleased  to  assure  roe  of  the  support  of 
the  King  your  son,  and  your  own,  but  that,  moreover, 
you  will  take  such  care  of  roe  and  my  concerns,  as  a 
good  mother  ought  and  can  for  one  of  her  own  children* 
— Emboldened  by  these  consid(3rations,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  becoming  your  suppliant  both  for  your  love  of  the 
late  Kiitg  your  son,  and  for  that  natural  bond  of  friend- 
ship which  unites  us,  and  which  I  have  ever  borne  you. 
Of  the  subject  whereon  I  found  my  appeal,  you  yourself 
are  witness,  but  for  the  full  developement  and  particulars 
of  my  fears  and  wishes,  I  refer  to  M.  de  la  Motte,  having 
no  sure  convenience  for  writing.  1  may  state,  never- 
theless, that  an  army  is  on  its  march  towards  the  frontier 
to  enter  Scotland ;  if  and  a  proclamation  issued 

to  encourage  the  rebellious,  and  paralize  my  faithful 
subjects,  I  cannot  do  less  than  remind  you  of  the 
ancient  alliance  which  has  subsisted  between  these  two 
kingdoms,  which,  along  with  my  (sovereignty),  will  be 
lost  to  the  King  your  son  if  prompt  remedies  be  not 
adopted ;  wherefore  I  beseech  you,  that  the  trust  which 
my  faithful  servants  still  have  of  being  supported  by  you, 
may  not  be  in  vain.  We  may  have,  perhaps,  the  means 
of  still  serving  you  as  well  as  my  predecessors  of  former 
times.  It  gives  me  great  pain,  that  without  cause,  the 
Queen,  to  whom  I  am  so  nearly  allied,  and  without 
offence  on  my  part,  has  so  little  respect  to  your  en- 
treaties, and  to  that  in  which  we  stand  related,  that  I 
am  constrained  thus  to  intrude  on  you  amidst  so  many 
affiiurs  of  importance,  from  respect  to  which,  if  you  can- 
not aid  me  in  the  manner  you  would,  I  beseech  you  to 
engage  the  other  powers  in  alliance  with  you,  (  )  to 
combine  for  the  support  and  re-establishment  of  a  Queen 
your  own  daughter  and  ally,  and  next  to  God,  to  the 
King  and  you,  I  shall  the  obligation  which  I  shall 
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Grtrive  to  acknowledge  by  every  means  in  my  power,  and 
I  shall  here  present  to  you  my  very  hmnUe  recom^ 
mendation  to  yoar  grackms  fevour;  praying,  Madam, 
that  God  may  bestow  upon  you  a  very  happy  and  long 
life. 

I  have  entreated  the  King  your  son  servant  and 

mine  George  Douglass,  for  the  service  which  he  has 
rendered  me,  and  also  my  Ambassador  the  Bishop  of 
Glasgow,  to  afford  him  the  means  of  suppoit  near  you 
for  my  service*  The  third  is  in  behalf  of  the  Bishop  of 
Ross,  who  receives  no  revenues  from  Scotland,  and  only 
attached  to  my  service  which  I  cannot  pass  over 
means  of  giving  him  wherewith  to  maintain  himself 
I  repeat  my  entreaty  that  he  may  obtain  some  little 
benefice  for  his  support  during  his  exile,  and  my  im- 
prisonment  I  crave  you  to  take  this  my  first  request 
in  good  part,  in  consideration  of  the  (painfiil)  necessity 
to  which  I  am  reduced. 

Your  veary  humble  and  very  dutiM  daughter, 

Marie. 

Tutberry, 
SO  April  1570, 


No.  IX. 

Letter Jrom  the  Qiteen  of  Scotland  to  the  Queen  of  England. 

Madam, 

However  much  the  necessity  of  my  cause,  which 
renders  me  importunate  in  my  present  situation,  adds  to 
my  embarassment,  I  am  It  is  those  who  possess 

neither  my  passion,  nor  the  respect  (due  to  my  station), 
whom  I  am  persuaded  will  throw  impediments  in  the 
way  of  my  acting  in  conformity  with  the  cause  in  hand 
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Bn%  Madam,  I  have  neitber.  accused  you  by  word  nor 
thought;  indeed,  there  ms  no  want  df  good  mtention  in 
guarding  you  against  being .  persuaded  contrary  to  your 
owngood  netund  indination.  In  the.mean  time,  howerer, 
(sensitive  as  I  am)  I  cannot  but  perceive  the  very  ui^* 
favourable  progress  in  my  afihirs,  since  my  arrival  here. 
I  thought  we  had  sufficiently  discussed  the  haidshipB 
which  originate  in  this  delay  —  \mA,  above  all,  they  pur- 
pose holding  a  parliament  the  ensuing  month  of  August, 
against  myself  and  all  my  faithful  servants,  and  this  too 
while  I  am  here  under  arrest  I 

.  Is  it  your  pleasure,  then,  that  I  advance. farther  into 
your  country  without  to  depart,  farther  fix>m  my 

own,  and  there  to  do  myself  the  dishonour  of  sending  at 
the  instance  of  rebds  deputies  to  bear  and  witness  their 
proceedings  against  me,  like  '^  fenees"  to  a  simple  sub* 
ject,  without  hearing  a  word  of  month  ? 

But  I  had  proposed  to  you.  Madam,  to  address  myself 
to  you  in  person,  and  here,  having  complained  of  my 
rebds  (that  they  might  comport .  themselves,  not  as 
masters,  but  as  subjects)  and  answer  thereta  Be  pleased, 
I  iotreat,  to  hear  my  justification  from  what  they  had 
falsdy  brought  against  me,  and  if  in  this  I  were  unsuc* 
oessfid,  you  could  then  excuse  yourself  from  taking  any 
part  in  my  a£Burs,  and  leave  me  as  I  am. 

Bilt  to  act,  as  you  say,  as  if  I  were  guilty !  Yon  will 
consider  that,  not  being  so,  I  cannot  accept  this  dishonour 
from  those  who  have  accused  me.  before  our  deputies. 
I  cannot  accept  it,  and  since  it  appears  to  us  as  contrary 
to  bur  conscience  and  honour  to  act  otherwise^  I  must 
beseech  you  not  to  become  my  enemy  until  as  I 

shall  acquit  myself  in  all,  and  that  you  will  suffer  me  to 
retire  into  France,  where  I  have  a  jointure,  or  into  Scot^ 
land ;  with  assurance,  that  should  strangers  come  into 
Scotland  I  ehall  oblige  mysdf  with  tbdr  return  at  my 

Y  S 
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own  prejndioe.  Or  if  this  should  not  meet  your  pleasure, 
I  protest  that  I  shall  not  coosider  it  as  a  Cstlsity  if  I 
receive  strangers  into  my  country  without  giving  you 
other  discharge.  Do  what  you  please  with  my  person, 
the  honour,  or  the  shame,  will  be  your  own^  for  I  had 
rather  die  where  I  am,  so  that  my  faithful  subjects  have 
relief  a£brded  them ;  but  if  you  do  not  wish  this  to  come 
through  strangers,  do  not  leave  them  to  be  ruined  by  the 
hope  of  receiving  from  them  (some)  particular  (private) 
assistance  at  last. 

There  are  many  circumstances  which  lead  me  to  fear 
that  I  may  have  to  do  with  more  than  yourself  in  this 
country,  but  as,  from  my  last  complaint,  no  consequences 
have  followed,  I  am  silent;  happen  what  may,  I  had 
rather  endure  my  hard  fortune  in  silence,  than  ask  and 
not  receive.  To  conclude,  yofa  were  pleased  to  gtant  a 
passport  to  my  faithful  subjects  for  going,  and  coming^, 
which  has  not  been  refused  me  by  my  Lord  Scrop,  and 
Master  Kanolies,  who  have  done  so  by  your  command. 
Because  I  have  not  wiriied  to  depart  to  my  diarge  till  I 
had  an  answer  to  the  present,  much  as  I  shewed  them 
what  requires  my  answer  upon  those  two  points,  con- 
tained in  our  said  letter.  I  have  approached  you  to 
make  my  complaint,  which  when  heard,  will  declare 
my  innocence,  and  to  solicit  your  aid;  and  otherwise, 
I  can  only  make  my  comfdaint  to  God  of  not  being 
heard  in  my  rightful  quarrel,  and  to  make  my  appeal 
to  the  other  princes,  who  will  req)ect  it  according 
to  its  merits.  And  to  yon  the  first,  Madam,  when 
you  shall  have  examined .  my  'conscience  before  him, 
and  having  them  for  witnesses.  The  others,  to  facilitate 
my  progress  further  into  the  country,  unless  towards 
yourself,  I  shall  not  only  consider  it  as  no  favour,  but 
my  obedience  thereto  must  be  considered  as  forced.  In 
the  mean  time,  1  entreat  you  to  send  me  back  Lord  de 
Herries,  as  I  cannot  do  without  him,  having  here  not  an 
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individaalof  my  coancO ;  and  to  permit  me  to  depart,  if 
so  it  please  you,  without  further  delay,  whithersoever 
that  may  be,  so  it  be  out  of  this  country.  Iflatter  myself 
with  the  hope  that  you  will  not  deny  me  this  simple  re- 
quest, for  iiie  sake  of  your  own  honour,  although  you 
are  pleased  to  testify  towards  me  in  other  respects,  no 
hint  of  that  goodness  which  is  natural  to  you.  And 
considering  that  I  came  of  my  own  &ee  will,  let  me 
depart  with  yours,  and  if  God  permit  my  affidrs  to 
come  to  a  favourable  issue,  I  shall  be  under  obiiga- 
tions  to  you,  if  they  should  not,  even  then  I  could 
attach  no  blame  to  you.  In  regard  to  M.  de  Flammy, 
since  you  have  permitted  him,  on  my  pledge,  to  re- 
turn home,  I  answer  for  his  proceeding  no  further, 
and  for  his  returning  at  your  pleasure.  Whatever 
credit  you  shall  give  me  for  (^^  mourir?'^  I  have  no 
wish  to  deceive  you;  but  for  Dombertoon,  I  am  by  no 
means  responsible  when  my  Lord  Fhunmy  shall  be  in 
the  Tower;  for  tliose  who  are  therein  will  not  cease 
to  receive  aid,  if  I  do  not  assure  them  of  yours ;  not 
even  should  (vous  en  prendre  a  moy)  for  I  have  left 
them  in  charge,  to  have  my  servants  and  my  dignity 
more  at  heart  than  my  life.    '  My  good  sister, 

inspire  me  with  confidence  and  hope;  win  my  heart, 
and  all  shall  be  according  to  your  command  and 
pleasure.  Ah,  be  not  like  the  serpent,  that  stops  her 
ears  !  for  I  am  no  enchantress,  but  your  own  sister  and 
natural  cousin !  Had  not  Caesar  disdained  to  listen  to^ 
or  read  the  complaint  of  an  "  avertisseur,"  he  had  not 
fallen.  Why  should  the  ear  of  princes  be  stopt,  since^ 
in  painting,  they  are  represented  long,  to  signify  that 
they  should  heap  all,  and  think  well  before  they  answer. 
I  am  not  of  the  nature  of  the  basilisk,  or  even  of  the 
cameleon,  to  convert  you  into  my  own  semblance,  were 
I  even  as  dangerous  and  wicked  as  they  have  repre- 
sented me;  and  you  are  sufficiently  armed  with  that 
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No.  X. 

QKetm  Mmry  to  Ac  Kmg  cfFnma. 

Mj  good  Lofd  and  Biollier, 

Diipstciiiiig  m  eoorier  oo  some  basinesB  «if  mj  onrny  I 
tabnee  that  opportnoitj  rf  recommeodhig  myself  to 
ywnr  good  gnee,  and  by  the  same  cou usance  to  ac- 
knowledge tbe  obligation  imder  wbidi  ycxir  care  wad 
affscdon  have  laid  in  ivliat  so  dosdr  aficts  mjsdtL 
WherefiKe,  I  most  warn  yoo  when  it  happens,  th^ 

tfaqr  are  forming  a  fiction.  TheLaiid  of  Croi  (M*Kae) 
wiH  mderteke  to  acquaint  yoo  all  that  has  lately 
taken  place,  whidi  will  prerent  my  tTDoUiDg  yoa  &rtber 
tkan  by  heartO j  reoonunending  mysd(  and  heaitBy 
pnying  God,  &c. 

Toor  good  Sister, 
ni  Oct.  1566.  Marie. 


Na  XL 
Qicen  Mary  to  thej^ueen  cf  France. 

On  sending  back  one  rf  my  secretaries  by  whom  I 
iave  received  the  letters  which  yoa  were  pleased  to  ad- 
*^ess  to  me,  and  Teeling]  the  honour  done  me  in  the 
solicitude  you  feel,  as  well  for  myself,  as  my  aflfcirs,  I 
^^^''ki  not  omit  the  opportunity  hereby   afforded  of  re- 
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tombig  yosy  as  in  duty  bound,  my.  very  bumble  w^ 
knowledgments .  thereupon,  and  also  for  the  honour 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer,  at  my  request^ 
on  my  faithful  servant  George  Dougbfis, -whom  I  still 
recommend,  pledging  myself  for  his  fiddity  in  whatever 
it  «may  be  in  his  power  to  express  his  duty  to  His 
Majesty  and  yourself  as  faithfully,  I  may  say,'as  to  myself 
In  respect  to  news,.  I  can  write  you  nothing  from  the 
place  where  I  now  am,  only  I  pray  God  that  my  affiiira 
may  have  a  suceessfol  issue,  and  leaving  other  particulars 
to  the  bearer,  one  of  my  servants,  I  conclude  by  pre- 
senting my  very  humble  recommendation  to  your  good 
grace;  and  pray  God  to  bestow  upon  you.  Madam, 
a  long,  healthy,  and  happy  life. 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Daughter, 

Marie. 
From  Tntbury, 
this  IStb  Feb. 


No.  Xll. 

Queen  Elizabeth  to  the  King  qf  France. 

Most  high,  excellent,  and  mighty  Prinqe,  our  very  dear 
and  well  beloved  good  Brother  and  G>usin. 

There  are  certain  data  which  from  the  state  and  the 
af&irs  of  the  reformed  churches  of  our  kingdoms  have 
been  very  distant  from  our  thought,  and  almost  from 
bur  ear,  as  well  from  the  assurance  we  had  given  that 
(on  our  person  being  invested  with  the  royal  digni^) 
they  should  find  so  firm  a  support  in  whatever  might 
concern  their  well-being,  as  to  have  no  occasion  to  be- 
speak the  favours  or  intercession  of  others,  as  well  as  to 
avoid  giving  occasion  to  those  who  lay  in  wait  for  mis- 
chief to  calumniate  our  intenftions  towards  yotf  lay  charge 
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ing  as  with  cariosity  in  tlie  state  and  afikirs  of  anodier. 
And  greatly  could  we  have  desired  that  there  had  been 
neither  cause  nor  knowledge  why  we  should  ever  refer 
more  closely  to  that  subject. 

But  it  has  occurred^  that  while  we  were  just  thinking' 
of  this,  a  gentleman  has  arrived,  a  deputy  on  the  part 
of  the  churches  assembled  at  Chastellirault,  with  in- 
structions to  inform  us  of  what  (even  subsequent  to  our 
reign,)  ought  to  have  been  settled  respecting  their  state 
by  themselves  amongst  each  other,  and  by  our  permis- 
sion with  you  and  your  council ;  as  also  to*  tender  the 
interposition  of  that  credit  which  they  judge  us  to  pos- 
sess with  you  in  order  to  facilitate  to  them  the  assurance 
and  ratification  of  those  conditions  which  are  to  be 
accorded  in  their  favour  by  those  whom  you  have  de- 
puted to  treat  with  them  on  the  subject. 

Moved  by  these  remonstrances,  (how  much  soever 
the  same  reasons,  which  formerly  led  us  to  avoid  inter- 
ference in  their  affairs,  might  still  present  themselves  to 
our  consideration  to  turn  away  our  attention,)  and  be- 
cause others  of  still  higher  consideration  have  appeared 
from  time  to  time  to  prevail  with  us  to  afford  them  a 
helping  hand,  and  such  as  seem  to  us  to  be  arguments 
of  so  very  great  force,  as  to  soflen  you  in  their  favour, 
and  to  give  them  entire  satisfaction  and  contentment, 
whether  you  look  to  the  merit  of  the  suppliants,  or 
tbe  reasonableness  of  the  things  which  they  ask.  For 
we  are  persuaded,  that  your  own  naturally  generous 
and  royal  disposition  will  not  suffer  to  escape  your 
memory  the  service  of  those  who  have  shown  them  with 
the  greatest  effect  at  a  time  when  they  had  the  least 
chance  of  deriving  profit  therefrom,  and  who  have  given 
such  remarkable  proofs  of  their  bravery  in  the  same 
dangers  up  to  this  time ;  —  the  want  of  a  like  virtue  in 
those  who,  it  may  be,  at  this  moment  retard  the  good- 
ness of  your  spirit,  was  the  cause  of  your  requiring  their 
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fidelity ;  which  consideration,  in  regard  to  their  persons, 
are  seconded  by  many  others  worthy  of  being  held  in 
just  estimation  from  their  long  patience,  conformity 
to  the  order  of  your  affairs  and  the  simplicity  of  their 
procedure.  For  they  have  certified  to  us  that  they 
have  not  assembled  to  treat  of  their  affairs  but  by  your 
consent  and  authority,  in  memory  of  their  services,  to 
the  same  end,  that  they  may  devise  means  for  sel& 
security  against  the  malice  of  those  who  bear  them  a 
grudge.  We  have  observed,  moreover,  from  what  has 
passed  between  them  and  our  deputies,  that  the  de- 
mands they  make  are  very  inferior  to  the  favours  of 
the  conditions  tendered  them  by  other  sovereigns  who 
had  not  so  much  cause  to  recognize  them  as  you  have, 
even  to  the  edict  of  January,  by  consent  of  the  states  of 
your  kingdom  granted  by  him  who  had  only  had  ex- 
perience of  their  arms,  to  which  necessfty  had  compelled 
them  to  resort 

They  appeal,  moreover,  that  the  aim  and  end  of  their 
pursuits  originate  neither  in  a  love  of  change,  in  am- 
bition, nor  in  any  other  design  but  the  security  of  their 
lives,  their  property  and  consciences,  to  which  every 
man  is  naturally  stimulated,  and  which  cannot  in  justice 
be  withheld  from  those  who  constitute  such  considerable 
members  of  your  state,  and  who  have  so  much  recom- 
mended and  signalized  themselves  by  their  services 
towards  your  person. 

There  is,  besides,  another  reason  which  obliges  us  to 
speak  with  such  frankness  on  this  subject,  and  which 
arises  entirely  out  of  the  anxiety  we  feel  for  whatever 
can  affect  the  welfare  of  your  person,  or  that  of  your 
state,  viz.  the  observation  which  we  have  made  in 
regard  to  the  manner  of  proceeding  adopted  by  those 
who  are  in  higher  authority  about  your  person  in  re- 
spect to  those  of  the  reformed  religion.  We  have 
always  been  of  opinion  that  it  was  by  design  that  those 
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persons  rendered  you  hard  of  reconciliation  towards  the 
latter,  in  order  that,  by  weakening  their  creed,  they 
might  enhance  their  own,  and,  as  it  were,  impose  upon 
you  the  necessity  of  placing  your  confidence  and  reliance 
exclusively  upon  themselves  and  their  measures,  —  an 
advice  of  course  highly  advantageous  to  them  as  the 
authors ;  but  if  it  is  expedient  to  abide  hereby,  you  will 
take  this  consideration  to  account,  that  by  so.  doings  yon 
deprive  yourself  of  the  confidence,  good  wishes,  suppoi^ 
and  loyalty  of  those  servants  who  have  signalized  tbeir 
devotion  and  attachment  with  their  blood,  to  throw 
yourself  into  the  arms  of  others  who  have  but  veiy 
lately  against  very  obstinate  eoemies. 

Not  that  it  is  our  design  to  engender,  suspicions  between 
you  and  your  loyal  servants,  but  only  to  remind  you  (in 
case  you  will  not  be  ofiended  with  the  counsels  of  one 
who,  thank  God,  has  bad  the  experience  of  a  long 
reign,)  that  it  is  more  in  conformity  with  duty  and  royal 
prudence,  so  to  demean  ourselves  as 

equals  towards  our  subjects,  according  to  the  equity  of 
their  cause,  than  to  encroach  upon  them  with  the  par* 
tialities  of  caprice^  which  advice  we  pray  you 

to  take  in  such  part  as  you  shall  insider  the  purity  of 
that  source  from  which  it  flows,  xdz»  from  sincere  fiiend* 
shq> ;  and  to  weigh  in  the  same  balance  whatever  else 
we  have  solicited  in  behalf  pf  a  dass  of  people  most 
worthy  of  your  fitvour,  and  to  believe  that  the  urgency 
with  which  their  suit  has  beeri  pressed,  arises  out  of  on 
other  consideration  but  that  feeling  of  compassion  which, 
as  is  natural  to  us  towards  all  classes  of  the  afflicted, 
has  not  a  more  able  testimony  of  its  sincere  operations 
(when  there  has  been  cause  for  its  display,)  than  in 
yourself  (if)  when  it  was  your  case  to  interest  us  in  their 
fiivour.  Should  there  be  none  about  you  who  would 
attach  another  construction,  in  order  to  frustrate  our 
recommendation,  we  do  assure  ourselves  that  they  will 
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be  recognised  by  you  as  entitled  to  bear  those  marks  of 
justice  and  reason,  as  exercised  by  her  who  has  "so 
acted  as  to  merit  their  respect  in  reasonable  things,  and 
as  such  have  the  (honour,  however  decried  by  their 
enemies)  of  having  been  the  friends  of  your  youth,  the 
companions  of  your  afflictions,  the  instruments  (of  your 
authority,)  and  the  principal  agents  for  your  better 
fortunes. 

Wherefore  we  beseech  him  (who  is  the  Author)  long 
to  preserve  you,  and  to  impart  to  you  his  divine  grace. 

Most  high  and  mighty  Prince,  our  dear  and  well- 
beloved  Brother  and  Cousin,  the  council  aud  advice 

•     Written  at  our  house  at  Richqiond,,  this  21st  of 
Sept.  1597,  and  of  our  reign  the  d6th.    : 

Your  vfExy  affectionate  Si^t^x 
Elizabeth. 
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King  James  to  the  King  of  France. 

Very  high,  very  excellent,  and  very  mighty  Prince,  our 
right  dear  and  well-beloved  good  brother,  cousin,  and 
ancient  ally. 

We  give  in  charge  to  our  envoy  the  .Baron  of  Istria 
Weyms,  to  communicate  certain  particulars  on  our  part, 
of  which  we  are  assured  he  will  fiiithfully  acquit  himaelf 
according  to  the  instructions  we  have  given  him;  and 
we  pray  to  have  the  same  confidence  and  iaidi  in  what 
he  shall  state  in  our  name  as  you  would  in  yourself. 
Praying  God  very  high  &c.  to  have  you  in  his  most 
sacred  keeping.  Written  irom  Falkland,  this  24tb  day 
of  October,  1597. 

Your  v^  afifectionate  Brother,  and  Cousfai, 

James-  R«  - 
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EUzaheUi  of  Bohemia  to • 

Madame  my  Cousin, 

I  return  yon  my  very  humble  thanks  for  your  having 
been  pleased  to  congratulate  me  on  my  arrml  in  these 
parts.  The  obligation  whereof  is  the  greater,  inasmndi 
as  it  has  been  conferred  through  the  medium  of  my  very 
dear  cousin  the  Duchess  of  Trimouille,  than  whom  yoo 
could  have  made  choice  of  none  to  be  the  bearer  of  your 
affection  who  better  knows  the  devotedness  to  your  service 
here,  or  whom  I  honour  more  than  the  said  Duchess  for 
her  almost  inimitable  virtuous  qualities. 

Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  receive  firom  her  lq>s,  the 
assurance  of  my  reciprocal  friendship,  and  to  believe  that 
I  remain  inviolably, 

Madam,  my  Cousin, 

Your  most  affsctionate  Cou^, 
Heidelberg,  Elizabeth. 

2S  Octr.  1618. 


No.  XV. 
'From  the  tame  to  - 


Sir,  my  Cousin, 

The  Count  d'  Schomberg  having  arrived  h^e,  ac- 
cording to  your  commands  has  delivered  me  your  letter. 
I  thank  you  most  affectionately  for  the  kind  yon 

take  in  me,  and  above  all,  for  the  benevolence  and 
regard  to  ancient  alliances  manifested  in  your  friendship 
for  the  Elector,  and  for  the  assurance  of  its  continufmce. 
Be  pleased,  therefore,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my 
afiection,  of  which,  on  every  occasion  that  offers,  I  shall 
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give  you  uneqaivocal  proofs.  Praying,  moreover,  the 
Eternal  to  have  you  in  his  holy  keeping,  I  conclude  the 
present;  remaining  always. 

My  Lord  and  Cousin, 

Your  very  affectionate  Cousin, 
Heidelberg^  ^  Elizabeth. 

18  Jan.  1607. 


No.  XVI. 

King  Charles  to  Monsieur  de  Bettzeure. 

Wobum,  26  July,  1647. 
Monsieur, 

The  present  opportunity  is  so  safe  that  there  is  no 
danger  in  my  writing  without  cypher ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  in  trusting  the  bearer  to  inform  you  of  what  is 
of  primary  importance,  llie  principal  object  of  my 
writing  this  is  to  send  the  (enclosed)  note  that  it  may  be 
reduced  to  cypher^  as  hitherto  in  use  between  us.  So, 
committing  myself  to  my  Lord  Lauderdale,  I  conclude 
with  the  assurance  that  you  will  find  me,  on  all  oc- 
casions. 

Your  very  good  friend, 
Charles  R. 


No.  XVIL 

From  the  same  to  the  same. 

England,  Saturday,  13  Nov.  1647. 
Monsieur, 

I  have  to  desire  you  will  send  the  inclosed  letter  to 
my  wife,  and  assure  all  my  friends  that  I  am  in  health, 
at  liberty,  and  constant,  and  that  I  shall  not  pass  out  of 
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England  bnt  in  case  of  absolute  necessity.     In  which 
you  will  oblige 

Your  very  good  friend, 
Charles  R. 


No.  XVIIL 

Act  of  King  Charles  in  favour  of  Baron  Schomberg. 

Charles  R. 

Wee  do  certifie  by  these  presents  all  whome  it  may 
conceme,  Tliat  We  have  given  our  Royal  assent  to  the 
naturalization  of  Frederigo,  Baron  of  Schonberg^  in  our 
Ejngdome  of  Scotlande,  and  that  We  shall  readily  concur 
in  all  acts  for  the  further  ratification  thereof,  which  may 
render  him,  the  saide  Baron  of  Schonberg,  capable  of  all 
privileges  and  immunities  to  which  any  further  natives 
of  our  kingdom  of  Scotlande  may  lawfully  pretende  vntxi^ 
as  well  without  as  within  the  limits  thereof 
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Queen  Anne  to  the  Queen  Regent. 

Madam,  my  good  Sister, 

I  have  always  considered  it  as  a  great  hardship,  that 
princes  are  deprived  of  social  intercourse  with  one 
another,  a  circumstance  which  prevents  their  having  the 
pleasure  of  expressing  in  plain  terms  their  mutual  a& 
fection,  and  I  therefore  gladly  embrace  the  present  op- 
portunity.  of  seeding  you  these  few  words  by  the  lady 
who  is  going  that  way  to  join  her  husband,  M.  Edmcmds, 
Ambassador  in  ordinary  to  the  King,  giving  her  in 
charge  to  present  to  you  my  affectionate  regaidg,  vrith 
the  assurance  that  it  will-  at  all  times  afford  me  great 
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pleasure  to  hear  news  of  your  prosperity,  that  of  the 
King,  your  son,  which  I  pray  God,  madam,  to  be 
pleased  to  continue  to  you. 

Your  most  affectionate  Sister  and  Cousin, 

Anna  R. 


No-  XX. 

Queen  Anne  to  her  most  Christian  Majesty. 

Madam,  my  Sister, 
Having  received  by  the  lady  of  M .  de  Bui£feant 
assurances  of  your  uninterrupted  affection  towards  me, 
and  an  opportunity  presenting  itself  by  the  return  of 
M.  de  la  Brodeve,  I  have  wished  to  reciprocate  the 
sentiment  by  an  assurance  of  the  unchangeableness  of 
my  own-  M.de  la  Brodeve  will  testify  to  you,  better -than 
any  other,  the  zeal  I  have  always  observed,  to  have  that 
mutual  affection  strengthened  by  deeds.  The  prudence, 
diligence,  and  fidelity,  which  he  has  made  use  of  in  the 
execution  of  his  charge,  render  it  very  desirable  lliat 
this  person,  rather  than  any  other  hitherto  employed  on 
all  required  occasions,  should  be  intrusted  with  the  cor- 
respondence of  our  mutual  fiiendship,  which  on  my  part 
shidl  always  be  as  sincere  and  constant  as  heretofore,  re* 
solved  to  remain 

Your  most  affectionate  sister  and  cousin, 

Anna  R. 
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STATE  OF  THE  THERMOMETER, 

FROM  DIURNAL  OBSERVATION  DURING  THE  JOURNEY  IN 
RUSSIA,    FINLAND,   AND  AT  STOCKHOLM. 


Date. 
1824. 


Jaly  8. 


9. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


Mktau. 

4  P.M. 
5P.M. 

8  Ditto 

9  A.M. 


Dcg. 


74 
72 
68 
65 


Riga. 

11P.M. 
9A.M.      . 
2P.M. 

5  Ditto       - 
11  Ditto 

9  A.  M.  great 
fall  of  rain 
durmg  ni^t. 

1  P.Alnw 

6  Ditto     - 

9  bitto — rain- 
ed all  ta^ht 

9  A.  M.  rain  - 

I  P.  M.      - 

On  the  Road. 

6  P.M. 
4  A.M. 

7  Ditto     - 

II  P.M. 
11  Ditto 
4  Ditto 

8  Ditto 

10  Ditto 
4  A.M. 


70 

67 
75 
71 


68 
69 
68 

63 
62 
67 


65 
60 
68 
75 
65 
64 
62 
60 
61 


Date. 

Deg. 

1824. 

Julyi3. 

9  A.M.  rain  -     69 

11  Ditto,  thun- 

der add  light- 

ning        -        65 

Mid-day, 

rain              -    64 

2  P.M.          -68 

14. 

5  Ditto     -          64 

SDitto          -    09 

Dorpat. 

9  A.M.         -    68 

IS. 

2  P.  M.      -        65 

6bi^o           -    « 

10  Ditto     -        6ff 

16. 

8  A.M.         -    65 

On  \he  ^(^A. 

l2Nfid-day    -    70 

7P.»*.    '-         70 

9Ditto          -    ^ 

17. 

6  A.  M.     -        65 

9]MtM    -        es 

1  P.M.  hottest 

day    during 

journey      -    78 
7  P.M.    -          69 

10  Ditto        -    65 

18. 

9  A.  M.      -        69 

Mid-day         -    70 

3  P.  M.      -        72 

6  Ditto          -    67 

9  Ditto       .        70 
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Dote. 
1824. 


July  18. 
19. 


21. 


23. 


25. 


27. 


Deg. 


On  the  Road. 


9  P.M. 
4  A.M. 

8  Ditto 

10  Ditto 
1P.M. 
4  Ditto 

9  Ditto 


-  70 

-  62 
67 

-  72 
74 

-  68 
64 


Petershurgh. 

9  A.M.  rain 

4  P.M.    - 

9  Ditto  t 
8  A.M.      - 
1P.M. 

3  DittOy  rain  - 

7  Ditto,  rain  - 

10  Ditto     - 

8  A.  M. 

11  Ditto     - 

I  P.  M. 
3  Ditto 

7  Ditto,  rain  - 

10  Ditto     - 

II  Ditto 

9  A.  M. 

11  Ditto     - 
3  P.M. 

9  Ditto    - 

9  A-  M. 

3  P,  M.       . 

10  Ditto 

9  A.M.    - 
1  P.  M. 

6  Ditto 

10  Ditto 

9  A.M.    . 

12  Mid-day   * 
3  P.  M.  rain  - 

5  Dittos  rain  - 
12  Mid-night 

8  A.M.     ^ 
5  P.M. 

9  Ditto 

1 1  Ditto 


64 
68 
65 
61 
70 
72 
68 
58 
59 
63 
62 
63 
64 
5S 
61 
58 
61 
69 
58 
60 
72 
62 
64 
68 
74 
68 
65 
71 
73 
69 
61 
62 
68 
62 
60 


Date. 

1824. 

July  28, 


29. 

31. 
Aug.  1. 


7  A.M. 

1  P.  M.  rain  - 

11  Ditto     - 

8  A.  M. 

12  Mid-day   - 

2  P.M.    - 

4  Ditto 
11  Ditto,  rain 

8  A.  M.      - 

11  Ditto 
2  P.  M.  rain  - 

6  Ditto     - 

9  Ditto 

8  A.M.     - 
2P.M. 

10  A.M.    - 
2  P.M. 

Cronstadt. 

5  P.M. 

7  Ditto    - 

9  A.M. 

12  Mid-day   - 

6  P.M.  thunder 

and  rain     - 
9  A.M.    - 
12  Mid-day  - 
5  P.  M. 
8.  P.  M.  rain 

Petersburg. 

9  A.  M. 
2  P.M.    - 
5  Ditto 

11  Ditto    - 

8  A.  M. 

4  P.  M.    - 
11  Ditto 

7  A.M.    - 
12Mid-4ay    - 

I  P.M. thunder, 
lightpipg,  and 
heavy  rain  - 

4  P.  M.  rain  - 


62 
64 
59 
61 
62 
64 
62 
60 
60 
62 
60 
64 
59 
65 
64 
60 
70 


69 
63 
65 
69 

74 
70 
70 
65 
63 


63 
70 
71 
68 
65 
76 
70 
67 
71 


60 

68 
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Date. 

Deg. 

Date. 

»««• 

1824. 

1824. 

Aug.  6. 

5  P.M.  rain  -    65 

Aug.l5- 

4  P.  M.  rain  . 

es 

10  Ditto     -        63 

16. 

4  A.  M.      - 

46 

7. 

7  A.  M.  heavy 

7  Ditto 

SI 

rain        -        62 

10  Ditto     - 

65 

10  Ditto         -    65 

1  P.  M. 

66 

12Mid.day   -    68 

6  Ditto    - 

67 

5  P.M.    -         68 

17. 

7  Ditto 

64 

10  Ditto         .    64 

9  A.M.    • 

65 

8. 

4  A.  M.  rained 

12  Mid-day   - 

68 

torrente  dur- 

SP.M.   - 

63 

ing  night    -    63 
11  Ditto,  rain     66 

6  Ditto,  heavy 

rain 

60 

3  P.  M.  rain  -    65 

12  Midnight  • 

62 

7  Ditto     -          63 

18. 

4  A.M.    - 

57 

9  Ditto           -    60 

8  Ditto 

58 

9' 

9  A.  M.      .        56 

12  Mid-day  - 

58 

12  Mid-day,  rain  54 

SP.M.    - 

61 

6  P.M.          '66 

3  Ditto 

60 

11  Ditto     -         55 

6  Ditto      - 

62 

10. 

8  A.M.          .    56 
12  Mid-day   -    60 
4  P.  M.      .        64 
10  Ditto         -    60 

8  Ditto 
Moscow. 

63 

11. 

9  A.  M.    .         60 

19. 

9  A.  M. 

65 

2  P.M.          -    65 

2  P.M.    - 

65 

4  Ditto,  rain  -    63 

5  Ditto 

64 

8  Ditto    -          65 

7  Ditto     - 

63 

10  Ditto        -     62 

10  Ditto 

63 

12. 

9  A.  M.      .        60 

20. 

8  A.M.    - 

62 

5  P.M.          -    65 

SP.M. 

68 

8  Ditto      -         57 

9  Ditto 

62 

10  Ditto        -    55 

10  Ditto 

62 

13. 

8  A.  M.    -         55 

21. 

10  A.M.  - 

63 

Road  to  Moscow. 

4  P.  M. 
7  Ditto      - 

65 
68 

10  Ditto         .    57 

22. 

10  A.M. 

64 

12  Mid-day  -    59 

2  P.M.    - 

68 

6  P.  M.    .         66 

10  Ditto 

59 

8  Ditto          -    57 

23. 

5  A.M.    - 

50 

12  Mid-night      55 

j 

10  Ditto 

54 

U. 

6  A.M.         -    60 

4  P.M.    - 

68 

9  Ditto    -          63 

7  Ditto 

67 

1  P.  M.          .    63 

8  Ditto    - 

65 

6  Ditto    -          60 

1 

10  Ditto 

62 

15. 

9  A.  M.         .    63 

!          24. 

9  A.M.     . 

65 

2  P.  M.      .        62 

4  P.  M. 

67 
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Due. 

] 

0^- 

1824. 

Ang.2*. 

10  P.  MJight- 

ning 
9  A.  M.     - 

65 

25. 

65 

12  Mid-night 

68 

4P.M. 

67 

6  Ditto,  heavy 

rain 

62 

9  Ditto    - 

60 

26. 

9  A.  M. 

48 

1P.M.     . 

61 

5  Ditto 

60 

7  Ditto     • 

58 

11  Ditto 

52 

«r. 

9  A.  M.    • 

55 

4  P.M. 

62 

6  Ditto    - 

59 

8  Ditto 

58 

9  Ditto     • 

57 

10  Ditto 

54 

28. 

9  A.M.    • 

58 

ISMid-day   - 

61 

5  P.M.    - 

60 

7  Ditto 

58 

8  Ditto     • 

50 

10  Ditto 

58 

29. 

11  A.M. 

60 

S  P.  M.  rain  - 

60 

7  Ditto    - 

59 

SO. 

3  P.M.    - 

62 

5  Ditto 

61 

7  Ditto    • 

61 

SI. 

9  A.  M. 

55 

2  P.M.    - 

68 

9-A.M. 

55 

7  Ditto    • 

58 

9  Ditto 

56 

Sept.  I. 

9  A.M.    . 

58 

S  P.  M. 

61 

9  A.  M. 

56 

8  Ditto 

62 

9  A.M.  left  Mo8 

cow  for  Peten 

- 

2. 

burg 

63 

Dite. 

1824. 


Sept.  2- 
S. 


7. 


Otg. 

On  the  Road 

1. 

2P-M.     . 

70 

7  Ditto 

70 

6  A.M.    - 

65 

8  Ditto,  rain  and 

lightning    - 

62 

9  Ditto     . 

60 

12Mid-day,rain61 

6  P.M. 

54 

9  Ditto    - 

50 

8  A.  M.  not  a 

cloud  to  be 

\ 

seen 

65 

10  A.M.    . 

52 

1P.M. 

52 

5  Ditto    - 

53 

7  Ditto 

49 

5  A.  M.  firoBty 

severe  cold 

52 

8  A.  M. 

52 

12Mid.day   - 

60 

1P.M.     - 

65 

6  Ditto 

68 

7  A.M.    - 

52 

9  Ditto          - 

50 

12  Mid-day   - 

65 

3  P.M.    . 

68 

6  Dttto 

67 

7  A.M.    . 

52 

9  Ditto 

70 

12Mid>day   - 

73 

3  P.M.    . 

76 

6  Ditto 

68 

7  Ditto    - 

65 

10  Ditto 

60 

Petersburg, 

10  A.  M.  light 

> 

ning 
3  P.M.    . 

6S 

6S 

6  Ditto,  rain  - 

67 

10  Ditto     . 

64 

9  A.  M. 

60 

11  Ditto    - 

65 

S42 


ABHBNIUX. 


Sept*  9. 


10. 


11 


12. 


13, 


U. 


15. 


16. 


d  P.  M.     .  65 

4  Ditto     -  65 

10  Ditto  -  57 
8  A.M.    -  66 

11  Ditto        -  55 

2  P.M.  -  70 
6  Ditto          -  66 

10  Ditto^  light- 
ning -  64 

8  A.M.    .  62 

11  Ditto  -  70 
1P.M.    .  75 

3  Ditto  -  77 

6  Ditto       -  62 

8  A.M.         -  59 

10  Ditto  -  60 
2  P.M.          -  61 

5  Ditto    -  65 

9  Ditto  -  58 

11  Ditto    .  56 

7  A.M.         -  52 

9  Ditto  -  55 
11  Ditto  .  61 
1  P.  M.    .  61 

4  Ditto  -  65 

6  Ditto     -  62 

8  Ditto  -  60 

10  Ditto  -  61 
8  A.  M.  -  60 
10  Ditto,  rain  63 
4  P.M.          -  67 

7  Ditto  -  63 
10  Ditto        -  60 

7  A.  M.  .  55 
10  Ditto        .  60 

I  P.  M.  .  62 
4  Ditto           -  64 

10  Ditto  -  60 
9A.M.          -  61 

II  Ditto  -  65 
4  P.M.  -  69 
6  Ditto       -  62 

8  Ditto  -  62 

11  Ditto,  thun- 
der, lightning, 
and  heavy  rain  60 


a»- 


,     1824  . 

Sept.17. 

8  A.M. 

«2 

4  P.M.    • 

62 

6  Ditto 

62 

8  Ditto    • 

61 

10  Ditto 

60 

18. 

7  A.M.     • 

58 

10  Ditto 

62 

I  P.M.    - 

66 

5  Ditto 

64 

10  Ditto     - 

60 

- 

11  Ditto 

58 

19. 

9  A.M.    - 

60 

5P.M. 

63 

7  Ditto,  gre«t 

fog 

68 

9  Ditto,  dear 

60 

11  Ditto 

57 

20. 

7A,M.frort 

51 

9  Ditto 

55 

1P.M.    . 

58 

5  Ditto 

65 

7  Ditto    - 

59 

21. 

5  A.  M. 

55 

6  P.M.    - 

49 

22. 

5A.M.%  - 

52 

8  Ditto    - 

55 

10  Ditto 

60 

2  P.M.    - 

74 

4  Ditto 

67 

23. 

7  A.  M.  fog  - 

55 

10  Ditto,  fog 

60 

12Afid-day  - 

65 

1 

a  P.M.    . 

70 

4  Ditto 

67 

6  Ditto    . 

60 

2*.  7  A.  M. 

60 

1 

10  Ditto 

94 

1 

l2Mi4-<)iqr   • 

68 

8  P.M.    - 

64 

6  Ditto 

65 

1 

9  Ditto    - 

64 

25.  9  A.M. 

63 

1  3  P.M.  rain  - 

64 

8  Ditto,  rain  - 

65 

26.  7  A.  M.    . 

57 

9  Ditto 

58 
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Urte. 

Deg. 

Date. 

1824. 

1824. 

Sept.2& 

12Mid<lay   -    59 
2P.M.     .          60 

Oct.  4. 

4  Ditto,  wind      59 

5. 

6  Ditto          -    61 

8  Ditto       .        62 

27. 

6  A.  M.  heavy 
rain  and  wind  59 

8  Ditto,  rain  and 

6. 

wind             -     55 

10  Ditto,  rain     55 

7. 

12  Mid-day,  rain  56 

3  P.  M.  rain  -    55 

5  Ditto^  rain  -    55 

8. 

9  Ditto,  heavy 

rain              -     58 

28. 

9  A.  M.    -         50 
1  P.  M.          -    55 
3  Ditto    -          55 
7  Ditto,  rain  -    S5 

29. 

8  A.  M.  rain  -    50 
1  P,  M.      -        52 
5  Ditto,  rain  -    50 

10  Ditto,  very 

9. 

heavy  rain   -    50 

sa 

8  A.  M.         -    50 

10. 

10  Ditto        -     55 

3  P.M.    .          55 

Oct.  1. 

8A.M.          -    55 
10  Ditto    .         57 

12Mid.day   -    58 

11. 

8  P.M.  left  Abo  58 

10A.M.        .    60 

2. 

Voyaffe  to  Stock- 
holm. 

12  Mid-day   -    64 
3P.M.          -    60 

12. 

5  Ditto    -          60 

13. 

8  Ditto          -    61 

3. 

9  A.  M.     -         60 
11  Ditto         -    65 

3  P.  M.    .          63 

14. 

7  Ditto          -    60 

4.  9  A.  M.    -         60  1 

THE 

END. 

1  p.  M.         -  61 

6  Ditto  -  62 
9  A.  M.  rain  -  60 

1  P.  M.    -  54 

2  Ditto          -  55 

9  Ditto    -  48 

11  Ditto        -  49 

10  A.  M.  rain  61 

7  P.  M.  -  60 
10  A.M.        -  60 

1  P.  M.  -  60 
5  Ditto  rain  -  55 

7  A.  M.  -  60 
10  Ditto,  fog 

and  rain       -  62 

12  Mid-day,  fog 
and  rain       -  61 

8  P.M. 

Arrival  at  Stock- 
holm.          -  59 

Stockholm. 

10  A.M.    -  55 

2  P.M.  -  64 
8  A.  M.  snow  50 
10  Ditto  -  40 
1  P.  M.  snow  39 
4  Ditto          -  38 

8  Ditto           -  40 

9  A.  M.  -  38 
1  P.  M.          -  45 

3  Ditto    -  40 

10  Ditto  -  40 
8  A.  M.  -  40 
1  P.  M.          -  47 

4  Ditto  -  47 
8  A.  M.  -  41 
1  P.  M.  -  50 
4  Ditto  -  45 
10  Ditto  -  45 
8  A.  M.  -  43 
12  Mid-day  -  47 
3  P.  M.      -  47 


LoVDOVt 

Printed  by  A.  ft  R.  SpoCtifliroodi^ 
New-teeel-Squira. 
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